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On Sunday, | April 12, I found him at home 1778. 


before dinner; Dr. Dodd's poem, entitled w— 


ble. This appearing to me an extraordinary 
effort by a man who was in Newgate for a ca- 
 pital crime, I was defirous to hear Johnſon's 
opinion of it: to my ſurprize, he told me he 
had not read a line of it. I took up the book 
and read a paſſage to him. Jounson. © Pret- 
ty well, if you are previouſly diſpoſed to like 
them.” I read another paſſage, with which he 
was better pleaſed. ' He then took the book in- 
to his own hands, and having looked at the 
prayer at the end of it, he ſaid, What evidence 
. B | is 


Thoughts in priſon,” was lying upon his ta- tat. 69. 


* - * 
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1778. is there that this was compoſed the night before 
Tas dc he ſuffered. I do not believe it.” He then 
tat, oN. read aloud where he prays for the King, &c. and 5 
obſerved, Sir, do you think that a man the 
night before he is to be hanged cares for the 
ſuceceſſion of a royal family? Though he may 
have compoſed this prayer then: A man who 
has been canting all his life may cant to the 
| laſt. And yet a man who has been refuſed a 
ardon after ſo much petitioning, would hardly 
| praying thus fervently for the King.“ 
* He and I, and Mrs. Williams, went to dine 
with the Reverend Dr. Percy. Talking of Gold- 
ſmith, Johnſon ſaid, he was very envious. I 
_ defended him, by obſerving that he owned it 
frankly upon. all occaſions. -- Jounson. © Sir, 
you are enforcing the charge. He bad ſo much 
envy that he could not conceal it. He was fo - 
full of it that he overflowed. He talked of it 
to be ſure often enough. Now, Sir, what a 
man avows, he is not aſhamed to think; though 
many a man thinks, what he is aſhamed to a- 
vow. We are all envious naturally; but by 
checking envy we get the better of it. So we 
are all thieves naturally; a child always tries to 
get at what it wants, the neareſt way; by good 
inſtruction and good habits this is cured, till a 
man has not even an inclination to ſeize what is 
another's; has no ſtruggle with himſelf about 
e | wax 7 1 $9 . 
And here I ſhall record a ſcene of two much 
heat between Dr. Johnſon and Dr. Percy, which 
I ſhould have ſuppreſſed, were it not that it 
gave occaſion to diſplay the ' truely tender and 
benevolent heart of Johnſon, who as ſoon as 
he found a friend was at all hurt by any thing 
which he had © ſaid in his wrath,” was not 
tad 3 | only 
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7 only prompt and defirous to be reconciled, but 1978. 


exerted himſelf to make ample reparation; 

Books of Travels having been mentioned, 
Johnſon praiſed Pennant very highly, as he did 
at Dunvegan, inthe Iſle of Sky*®. Dr. Percy ſtill 


holding himſelf as the heir male of the ancient 


Percies, and having the warmeſt and moſt duti- 
fulattachment to thenoble houſe of Northumber- 
land, could not fit quietly and hear a man praiſ- 
ed, who had ſpoken diſreſpectfully of Alawick- 
Caſtle, and the Dukt's pleaſure- grounds, eſpe- 
cially as he thought meanly of his travels. He 
therefore oppoſed Johnſon eagerly. JoansoN. 
© Pennant in what he has ſaid of Alnwick, has 
done what he intended; he has made you ve 
angry.“ PERRY. He has ſaid the garden is 
trim, which is repreſenting it like a citizen's par- 
terre, when the truth is, there is a very large 
extent of fine turf and gravel walks.“ Jonan- 
SON. © According to your own account, Sir, 
Pennant is right. It is trim. Here is graſs cut 
cloſe, and gravel rolled ſmooth. Is not that 
trim? The extent is nothing againſt that; a 
mile may be as trim as a ſquare yard. Your 
extent puts me in mind of the citizens enlarged 
dinner, two pieces of roaſt-beef, and two pud- 
dings. There is no variety, no mind exerted in 
laying out the ground, no trees.” PERRY. He 
retends to give the natural hiſtory of Northum- 
berland. and yet takes no notice of the immenſe 
number of trees planted there of late.” . Joun- 
SON. * That, Sir, has nothing to do with the na- 
tural hiſtory; that is civil hiſtory. A man who 
gives the natural hiſtory of the oak, is not to 
tell how many oaks have been planted in this 


Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides,” edit. 3, p. 221. 


B 2 place 
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place, or that. A man who gives the natural, 
hiſtory of the cow, is not to tell how many cows 
are milked at Iſlington. The animal is the ſame, 

whether milked in the Park or at Iſlington. PRR- 
ov. © Pennant does not deſcribe well; a carrier 
who goes along the ſide of Lochlomond would de- 
ſcribe it better.” JoNSONW. I think he de- 


ſcribes very well“ PER Y. I travelled after 


him.” Johnsox. And I travelled after him.” 
Puxcy. * But, my good friend, you are ſhort- 


| fighted, and do not ſee fo well as I do.” 1 


wondered at Dr. Percy's. venturing thus. Dr. 
Johnſen ſaid nothing at the time; but inflam- 
mable particles wete' collecting for a cloud to 
burſt. In a little while Dr. Percy ſaid ſome- 
thing more in diſparagement of Pennant. 'Joan- 
so. (pointedly) This is the reſentment of a 
narrow mind, becauſe he did not find every thing 
in Northumberland; PER MN. (feeling the ſtroke) 


Sir, yon may be as rude as you pleaſe.” John- 


SON. Hold, Sit! Don't talk of rudeneſs; re- 


member, Sir, you told me (puffing hard with 
paſhon ſtruggling for a vent) I was ſhort- ſighted. 
We have done with civility. We are to be as 
rude as we pleaſe.” PERRY. Upon my ho- 
nour, Sir, I did not mean to be uncivil.“ Joun- 
SON. © I cannot ſay ſo, Sir; for I did mean to 
be uncivil; thinking you had been uncivil. Pr. 
Percy roſe, ran up to him, and taking him by 
the hand, affured. him affectionately that his 
meaning had been miſunderſtood ; upon which 
a. reconciliation inſtantly took place. Jorn-. 


so. © My dear Sir, I am willing you ſhall hang 


Pennant.” Fzxxcy. (reſuming the former 
ſubje&). © Pennant complains that the hel- 
met is not hung out to invite to the hall of 
hoſpitality. Now I never heard that it was a 
cuſtom to hang out a helmet.” JOHNSON. © Hang 

| - 65 him 
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bim up, hang him up.“ BoswsrLr. (humonr- 

ing the joke) © Hang out his Null inſtead of a 
helmet, and you may drink ale out of it in your 
hall of Odin, as he is your enemy; that will be 
truly ancient. Tiere will be Northern Anti- 
quities.“ JoansoN: He's a Whig, Sir; a jad 
dog (ſmiling at his own violent expreſſions, 
merely for political difference of opinion). But 
he's the beſt traveller I ever read; he obſerv 
more things than any one elſe does. 
I could not help thinking that this was too 
high praiſe of 'a writer who traverſed a wide 
extent of country in ſuch haſte, that he could 


5 


* g | 2 : 15 
tat. / 


put together only eurt frittered fragments of his 


own, and afterwards procured ſupplemental in- 
telſigence' from parochial miniſters, and others 
not the beſt qualified or moſt impartial narrators, 


whoſe ungenerous prejudice againſt the houſe of 


Stuart glares in miſtepreſentation; a writer, who 


at beſt treats merely of ſuperficial objects, and 


ſhews no philoſophical inveſtigation of charac- 
ter and manners, ſuch as Johnfon has exhibited 
in his miaſterly Journey,“ over part of the 

fame ground; and who it ſhould ſeem from a 
defire of ingratiating himſelf with the Scotch, 
has flattered the people of North-Britain fo in- 
ordinately and with ſo little diferiminatien, that 
the judicious and candid amongſt them muft be 


diſguſted, while they value more the plain, juſt, - 


yer kindly report of Johnſon. 


We had a calm after the ftorm, ſtaid the even- 


ing and ſupt, and were pleaſant and gay. But 
Dr. Percy told me he was very uneaſy at what 
had paſſed; for there was a gentleman there 
who had recently been admitted into the confi- 
- dence of the Northumberland family, to whom 
he hoped to appear more reſpectable, by ſthov- 


ing him bow intimate he was with the great Dr. 


Johnſon 


* 
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1778. Johnſon; and nowthe gentleman would go away 


ws OY 


in his praiſe, of which I gave him a copy. He 


with an impreſſion much to his diſadvantage, 
as if Johnſon treated him with diſregard, which 
might do him an eſſential injury. He begged I 
would mention this to Dr. Johnſon, which I af- 
terwards did. His obſervation upon it was, 
e This comes of ſtratagem; had he told me 


that he wiſhed to appear to advantage before 
that gentleman, he ſhould have been at the top 


of the houſe all the time.” He ſpoke of Dr. 
Percy. in the handſomeſt terms. Then, Sir, 


(c aid I,) may I be allowed to ſuggeſt a mode by 


which you may effectually counteract any unfa- 


vourable report of what paſſed. I will write a 


letter to you upon the ſubject of the unlucky 
conteſt of that day, and you will be kind enough 
to put in writing as an anſwer to that letter, what 
you have now ſaid, and in ſhort all that you can 
ſay to Dr. Percy's ad vantage; and as Lord Per- 


cy is to dine with us at General Paoli's ſoon, I 


will take an opportunity. to read the correſ- 
pondence in his Lordſhip's preſence. This 
friendly ſcheme. was accordingly carried into 
execution without Dr. Percy's knowledge. — 


* envi letter was ſtudiouſly framed to place 


Perey's-unqueſtionable merit in the faireſt 
point of view; and I contrived that Lord Percy 
ſhould hear the correſpondence, by introducing 
it at General Paoli's, as an inſtance of Dr. John- 


ſon's kind diſpoſition towards one in whom his 


Lordſhip was intereſted Thus our friend Percy 
was raiſed higher in the eſtimation of thoſe by 
whom he wiſhed moſt to be regarded. I break- 
faſted the day after with him, and informed him 
of my ſcheme, and its happy completion, for 
which he thanked me in the warmeſt terms, and 
was highly delighted with Dr. Johnſon's letter 


* 


ſaid, 
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aid, „1 would rather have this than degrees 
from all the Univerſities in Europe. It will be 
for me, and my children and grand- children.“ 


"of 
1778. 
Etat. 69. 


Dr: [Johnſon having afterwards aſked me if 1 


had given him a copy of it, and being told 1 
had, was offended, and inſiſted that J ſhould 
get it back, which I did. As, however, he did 
not deſire me to deſtroy either the original or 


the copy, or forbid me to let it be ſeen, I think 


myſelf at liberty to apply to it his general de- 
claration to me concerning his other letters 
That he did not chooſe they ſhould be publiſh- 
ed in his life-time; but had no objection to their 
appearing after his death.” I ſhall therefore in- 


ſert this kindly correſpondence, having faith- 


N. 
To Dr. SAMUEL Jonxsox. | 
\« My DEAR Six, 5 
« I B leave to adreſs you in behalf 


of our friend Dr. Percy, who was much hurt by 
what you ſaid to him that day we dined at his 


fully narrated the circumſtances accompanying 


houſe* ; when, in the courſe of the diſpute as to 


Pennant's merit as a traveller, you told Percy 
that he had the reſentment of a narrow mind 
againſt Pennant, becauſe he did not find every 
thing in Northumberland.“ Percy is ſenſible 
that you did not mean to 1njure him; but he is 
vexed to think that your behaviour to him up- 


on that occaſion may be interpreted as a proof 


that he is deſpiſed by you, which I know is not 
the caſe. I have told him, that the charge of 


* Sunday, April 12, 1778. 


being 


ID 
2778- 


. M x 
Etat. 69 
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being narrow- minded was only as to the parti- | 
cular point in queſtion; and that he had the 
merit of being a martyr to his noble family. 
Earl Percy is to dine with General Paoli 
next Friday; and I ſhould be ſincerely glad to 
have it in my power to ſatisfy his Lordſhip how 
well you think of Dr. Percy, who, I find, ap- 


prehends that your good opinion of him may be 


warmeſt affection for you. 


e eee, 
me, that be has the. higheſt reſpect and the 


4 : 
* 


T have only to add, that my ſuggeſting this 


occaſion for the exerciſe of your candour and 
generoſity, is altogether unknown to Dr. | Percy, 


and proceeds from my good-will towards him, 


and my perſuaſion au e will be happy to do 
8. 


him an eſſential kindne 
my dear, Sir, 
« Your moſt hihfal...> ED 1 
ce And affectionate humble ſervant, 
James BoswEIL.“ 


I am, more and more 


7e Janzs, BoswLL, Bp. 
ge. SIR, . — 5 


« THE debate betwen Dr. Percy and 


me is one of thoſe fooliſh controverſies, which 


begin upon a queſtion of which neither party 
cares how it is decided, and which is, neverthe- 


leſs, continued to acrimony, by the vanity with 


which every man. reſiſts confutation. Dr. Per- 
ey's warmth proceeded from a cauſe which, per- 
haps; does him more honour than he could have 
derived from juſter criticiſm. His abhorrence 
of Pennant proceeded from his opinion that 
Pennant had wantonly and indecently cenſured 
his patron. His anger made him reſolve * 

| | or 


— 


* 


will 


ent with full conviction of his merit. 
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right. ®Pennant has much in his notions that J 


do not like; but ſtill T think him a very intelli- 


gent traveller. If Perey is really offended, I 
am ſorry; for he is àa man whom I never knew 
to offend any one. He is a man very willing to 


£ 9 


| for Raving been once wrong, he never ſhould be 1782. 


— nd 
tat. (9. 


learn, and very able to teach; a man, out of 


whoſe company I never go without having learn- 
ed ſomething. It is ſure that he vexes me ſome- 
times, but I am afraid it is by making me feel 
my own ignorance. So much extenſion of mind, 


. and fo much minute accuracy of enquiry, if you 


* 


_ your whole circle of acquaintance, you 


will value Percy by compariſon. Lord Hailes 
is ſomewhat like him: but Lord Hailes does not, 
perhaps, go beyond him in reſearch; and I do 
not know thathe'equals him in elegance. 'Percy's 


attention to poetry has given grace and ſplendour 


to his ſtudies of antiquity. A mere antiquarian 


is N being. 


y in ſport or petulance to him, is very conſiſt- 


* 


* 


I am, dear Sir, ; 
Your moſt, &c. 
April 23, 1778. SAM. JOHNSON.” 


— 


To the Reverend Dr. PRR cy, Neto | 


* Dram Sin, 12 2185 


© I'wRoTE to Dr. Jotinſon on the ſub. 


| jet of the Pennantian controverſy; and have 
received from him an anſwer which will delight 


you. I read it yeſterday to Dr. Robertſon, at 
the exhibition ; and at dinner to Lord Percy, 
| 5 HIAGS General 


nd ſo ſcarce, if you find it at all, that you 


— — — 


10 


1778. 


—— 
Etat. 69. 
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General Oglethorpe & c. who dined with us 
at General Paoli's; 5 was alſo a witneſs to 
the high 7e/:imony to your honour. 


General Paoli deſires the favour. of your 


company next Tueſday to dinner, to meet Dr. 
Johnſon. If I can, I will call on you wendy 


I am, with fincere regard, 


198 Your moſt e humble W | 


Jauxs Bo8WELL.” 
10 South Ader due April 2 5. 7 


On Monday, April 13, 1 1 with "RVA | 


ſon at Mr. Langton's, where were Dr. Porteus, 


ner, as John 


then Biſhop of Cheſter, now of London, and 
Dr. Stinton. - He was at firſt in a very ſilent 
frame. Before dinner he ſaid nothing but— 
Pretty baby,” to one of the children. Lang- 
ton ſaid very well to me afterwards, that he 
could repeat ng ors s converſation before din- 

on had ſaid that he could repeat a 
complete chapter of The Natural Hiſtory of 
Iceland,” from the Daniſh of Horrebow, the 
whole of which was e thus: 


+ Caar! XXI. Concerning frakes. 


27 There are no ſnakes to be met with 
throughout the whole iſland. ” . 


At dinner we talked of another mode in the 
news- papers of giving modern characters in 


ſentences from the claſſics, and of the paſſage 


* Parcus Deorum cultor, et infrequens, 
Inſanientis dum ſapientiæ 
2h Conſultus er ro, nunc retrorsum 
Vela dare, 175 terare cu us 5 
Cogor relictos: 


f „„ being 
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being well applied to. Soame Jennyns; who, 1778. 
after having wandered in the wilds of infidelity, &q >> 
had returned to the Chriſtian faith. Mr. Langton Fant, Oh) 
aſked Johnſon as to the propriety of ſapientie 
conſultus. Jonxsowv. Though conſulius was 

primarily an adjective, like amicus it came to 
be uſed as a ſubſtantive. So we have Juris 
conſultus, a conſult in law.” 

We talked of the ſtyles of ODER painters, 
and how certainly a connoifſeur could diſtinguiſh 

| them. I aſked if there was as Clear a difference 
of ſtyles in language as in painting, or even as 
in hand-writing, ſo that the compolition of eve- 

ry individual may be diſtinguiſhed ? JoHNSON- 

« Yes. Thoſe who have a ſtyle of eminent ex- 
cellence, ſuch as Dryden and Milton, can al- 
ways be diſtinguiſned.“ I had no doubt of this 

E but what I wanted to kuow was, whether 

there was really a peculiar ſtyle to every man 
whatever, as there is certainly a peculiar hand- 

writing, a peculiar countenance, not widely dif- 


ferent in many, yet always enough to be diſ- 
. 


cc 


Facies non omnibus una 
Nec diverſa tamen.” 


r he Biſhop thought v not; and ſaid, he 1 | 
that many pieces in Dodſſey s collection of 
poems, though all very pretty, had nothing ap- 
propriated in their ſtyle, and in that particular 
could not be at all diſtinguiſhed. Jorunson.— 
„ Why, Sir, I think every man whatever has a 
peculiar ſtyle, which may be diſcovered by nice 
examination and compariſon with others : but a 
man muſt write a great deal to make his ſtyle 
obviouſly diſcermble. As logicians fay, this 
appropriation of ſtyle 18 infinite in — li- 
mited in adlu. 


Mr. 
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3778. Mr. Topham Beauclerk came in the evening 


and he and Dr. Johnſon and I ſtaid to ſupper.— 

It was mentioned that Dr. Dodd had once wiſh- 

ed to be a member of THR LIT ERARY CLvus. 

Johnson. I ſhould be ſorry if any of our 

club were hanged. I will not fay but fome of 

them deſerve it.” BraucrkRxk. (ſuppoſing 
mis to be aimed at perſons for whom he had at 
that time a wonderful fancy, which, however, 

did not laſt long,) was itritated, and eagerly ſaid, 

“ You, Sir, have a friend (naming him) who 

. deſerves to be hanged ; for he ſpeaks behind 

their backs againſt thoſe with whom he lives on 
the beſt terms, and attacks them in the news- 
papers. He certainly ought to be ticked.” — 
Jonson. © Sir, we all do this in ſome degree, 
Veniam petimus damnſque vici ſim. To be ſure 
it may be'done ſo much that a man may deſerve 
to be kicked.” BEAUCIERK. He is very ma- 
lignant.“ JoansoN. © No, Sir; he is not ma- 
lignant. He is miſchievous, if you will. He 
would do no man an eſſential injury; he may 
indeed, love to make ſport of people by vexing 
their vanity. I, however, once knew an old 
gentleman who was abſolutely malignant. He 
really wiſhed evil to others, and rejoiced at it.“ 
BoswE LI. The gentleman, Mr. Beauclerk, 
againſt whom you are ſe violent, is I know, a 
man of good principles.” BEAUCT ERK. Then 
he does not wear them out in practice.“ 

Dr. Johnſon, who as I have obſerved before, 
delighted in diſerimination of character, and 
having a maſterly knowledge of human nature, 

was willing to take nen as they are, imperfect, 
and with a mixture of good and bad qualities, 

I ſuppoſe thought he had ſaid enough in defence 
of his friend; of whoſe merits, notwithſtand- 


—— 
Etat. 69. 


— 
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ing his exceptionable points he, had a juſt value, 1778. 
and added no more on the ſubject. Tat 9. 


On Tueſday, April 14, I Gined with him at 
General Oglethorpe's, with General Paoli and 
Mr. Langton. General Oglethorpe declaimed 
againſt luxury. JoHNSON. © Depend upon it, 
Sir, every ſtate of ſociety is as luxurious as it 
can be. Men always take the beſt they can get.” 


Ocz THOR E. But the beſt depends much 


upon ourſelyes ; and if we can be as well ſatis- 
fied with plain things, we are in the wrong to 
accuſtom our palates to what is high-ſeaſoned 
and expenſive. What ſays Addiſon in * Ca- 
to,” ſpeaking of the Numidian: 


6 Canalo are his meals, the fortune of the 1 
Admid the running ſtream he ſlakes his thirſt, 

* Tolls all the day, and at the approach of night, 
On the firſt friendly bank he throws him down, 
Or reſts his head upon a rock till morn; | 
And if the following day he chance to find 
A new repaſt, or an untaſted ſpring, 

5 Aae his ſtars ! and thinks 1 it luxury 5 P 


| Let us 1 that kind: of luxury, Sir, if you 
will.” Johnson. © But hold, Sir; to be mere- 
ly fatisfied is not enough. It is in refinement 
and elegance that the civilized man differs from 


the ſavage. A great part of our induſtry, and 


all our-ingenuity is exerciſed in procuring plea» 
ſure ; and, Sir, a hungry man has not the ſame 


pleaſure i in eating a plain dinner, that a hungry 
man has in eating a luxurious dinner. You ſee I 


put the caſe fairly. A hungry man may haveas 
much, nay, more pleaſure in eating a plain din- 
ner, than a man grown faſtidious has 1n eating a 


luxurious dinner. But I ſuppoſe the man who 


decides between the two dinners, to be equally 
a hungry man. 
Talking 
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1778. Talking of different governments. Joynsow 

j a g The more contracted that power is, the more 

| 4. > eaſily it is deſtroyed, A country governed by 

| a deſpot is an inverted cone. Government there 

| cannot be ſo firm as when it reſts upon a broad 

| baſis gradually contracted, as the government of 

| Great Britain, which is founded on the parlia- 
ment, then is in the privy-council, tben in the 
King.” BoswkLL. Power when contracted 
into the perſon of a deſpot may be eaſily deſtroy- 

ed, as the prince may be cut off. So Caligula 
wiſhed that the people of Rome had but one 
neck, that he might cut them off at a blow. 

OLE THORPEZ. It was of the ſenate he wiſh-. 
ed that. The Senate by its uſurpation controul- 

ed both phe Emperor and-the people. Anddon't 
you think that we fee too much of that in our 
own parliament ?” _ 45 e e e LLC 
Dr. Johnſon endeavoured to trace the etymo- 
logy of Maccaronick verſes, which he thought 
were of Italian invention from Maccaroni; but 

| on being informed that this would infer that they 

7 were the moſt common and eaſy verſes, macca- 

rout being the moſt ordinary and fimple food, 

he was at a loſs; for he ſaid, © Herather ſhould 
haye ſuppoſed it to import in its primitive ſigni- 
fication, a compoſition of feveral things; for 
Maccaronick verſes, are verſes made out of a 
mixture of different languages, that is, of one 
language with the termination of another.” I 
ſuppoſe there is almoſt no language in any coun- 
try where there is any learning, in which that 
motley ludierous ſpecies of compoſition may 

not be found. It is particularly droll in Low 
Dutch. The © Polemomiddinia” of Drummond 
of Hawthornden, in which there is a jumble 
of many languages moulded, as if it were, all 
in Latin, is well known. Mr. Langton made 

= us 
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us laugh heartily at one in the Grecian mould, 
by Joſhua Barnes, in which are to be found 
ſuch comical Anglo-Ellenifms as xaviCury 2 
They were banged with clubs. 

On Wedneſday, April 15, I dined with Dr. 
Johnſon at Mr. Dilly's, and was in high ſpirits, 
for I had been a good part of the morning with 
Mr. . Orme, the able and elegant hiſtorian of 
Hindoſtan, who expreſſed a high admiration of 
Johnſon. . I do not care (ſaid he,) on what 
lubject Johnſon talks; but I love better to hear 
bins talk than any body. He either gives you 
new thoughts, or a new colouring. It is a ſhame 
to the nation that he has not been more liberally 
rewarded. Had I been George the Third, and 
thought as he did about America, I would have 
given Johnſon three hundred a year for his 
Taxation no Tyranny' alone.“ I repeated 
this, and Johnſon was much pleaſed with ſuch 

Praiſe from ſuch a man as Orme. 


15 
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At Mr. Dilly's to-day were Mrs. Knowles the 


ingenious Quaker lady, Miſs Seward, the po- 
eteſs of Litchfield, the Rev. Dr. Mayo, and the 
Rev. Mr. Beresford, Tutor to the Duke of Bed- 
ford. Before dinner Dr. Johnſon ſeized upon 
Mr. Charles Sheridan's' Account of the late 
Revolution in Sweden,” and ſeemed to read it 
ravenouſly as if he devoured it, which was to 
all appearance his method of ſtudying. He 
knows how to read better than any one (ſaid 
Mrs. Knowles); he gets at the ſubſtance „f a 
book directly; he tears out the heart of it.” He 
kept It wrapt up in the table-cloth in his lap dur- 


Dr. Johnſon, deſcribing her n in one of 


- his letters to Mrs. Thrale, Vol. I. p. 326, uſes the learned 


word utile; which Mrs. Thrale 1 miſtaken, and made 
the phraſe in Ane by writing“ Futile pictures.“ 


ing 
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= | 1778. ing the time of dinner, from an avidity to 
* . ha ve one entertainment in readineſs When he 
Aab >* ſhould have finiſned another, reſembling (if I 
may ule ſo coarſe a ſimile) a dog who holds a 
3 bone in his paws in reſerve, while he eats ſome- 
8 thing elſe which has been thrown to him. 

The ſubject of cookery having been very na- 


turally introduced ata table where Johnſon, who 
boaſted of the niceneſs of his palate, owned 
that he always found a good dinner,” he ſaid, 
I could write a better book of cookery than has 
8 ever yet been written; it ſhould be a book up- 
on philoſophical principles. Pharmacy is now 
| made much more ſimple. Cookery. may be 
| | made ſo too. A preſcription which is now com- 
: - pounded of five ingredients, had formerly fifty 
| in it. So in cookery, if the nature of the ingre- 
| dients be well known, much fewer will do.— 
Then as you cannot make bad meat good, 1 
would tell what is the beſt butcher's meat, the 
beſt beef, the beſt pieces; how to chooſe young 
fowls; the proper ſeaſon of different vegetables; 
and then how to roaſt and boil, and compound.“ 
DI LIV. Mrs. Glafle's © Cookery,” which is the 
beſt, was written by Dr. Hill. Half the trade 
| knows this.” Joansan.. ©. Well, Sir. This 
| ſhews how much better the ſubje& of Cookery 
may be treated by a philoſopher. I doubt if 
the book be written by Dr. Hill; for, in Mrs. 
Glaſſe's © Cookery, which I have looked into, 
{alt-petre and ſal-prunella are ſpoken of as dif- 
ferent ſubſtances, whereas ſal-prunella is onl 
falt-petre burnt on charcoal, and Hill could not 
| be igaorant of this. However, as the greateſt 
3 : part of ſuch a book is made by tranſcription, 
| this miftake may have been careleſsly adopted. 
| But you ſhall fee what a book of Cookery I ſhall 
make! I ſhall agree with Mr. Dilly for the co- 


py-right 


— — — 
ä 


THE Libs Of DR. JOHNSON. 


-right-right” Mies Szw ann. © That would 
 Herenles with the diffaff indeed.” Jorry- 


so. No, Madam. Women can ſpin very 
well; but they cannot make a good book of 


Cookery. | Wo 

JonNsõN . © O! Mr. Dilly—you muſt know 
that ac Engliſh Benedictine Monk at Paris has 
tranflated The Duke of Berwick's Memoirs,” 
from the original French, and has fent them to 
me to fell: I offered them to Strahan, who ſent 


_ therit back with this anſwet ;=* That the firſt 
bock he had publiſhed: was the Duke of Ber- 


wick's Life, by which he had loft; and he hated 
the Nawe 0 J Honeſtly tell you, that Stra- 


you, that he did it pen no principle, 


very well—in a ſtyle very current and very 
clear. I have written to the Benedictine to 
give me an anfwer upon two points What evi- 
dence is there that the letters are authentick ? 
For if they are not authentick they are nothing. 


8 
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ban has refuſed them; bur I als koneftly tell 

| A UP for he 
never looked into them.” Drity. © Are they 
well tranſlated, Sir Wes Jornson. cc Why, Sir, 


And how long will it be before the original 


French is publiſhed? For if the French edition 
is not toappear for a confiderable time, the tranſ- 
Htion will be almoſt as valuable as an original 
book. They will make two volumes in octavo; 


and J have undertaken to correct every ſheet as 


it comes from the preſs.” Mr. Dilly defired to 
fee them, and faid he would ſend for them. He 
aſked Dr. Johnſon if he would write a preface 
to them. Jounson: No, Sir. The Pene- 
dictines were very kind to me, and I'll do what 
I undertook to do; but I will cot mingle my 
name with them. I am to gain nothing by 


them. Pl turn them Tooſe upon the world, and 


let them take their chance.” Pr. Maro. © Pray 


Vol. III. 2 Sir, 


& , 
_ 1 my „„ E23 — 
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Sir, are Ganganelli's letters authentick?“ 
Jonxso n. No, Sir. Voltaire put the ſame 
queſtion to the editor of them, that I did to 
Macpherſon—W here are the originals ?”. 
Mrs. Knowles affected to complain that men 
had much more liberty allowed them than.wo- 
men. 'Joxnson. © Why, Madam, women 
have all the liberty they ſhould wiſh to have.— 
We have all the labour and the danger, and the 
women all the advantage. We go to ſea, we 
build houſes, we do every thing, in ſhort, to 
pay our court to the women.” MRS. KnowLEs. 
The Doctor reaſons very wittily, but not con- 
vincingly. Now, take the inſtance of building 
—the maſon's wite, if ſhe is ever ſeen in liquor, 
is ruined. The maſon may get himſelf drunk 
as often as he pleaſes, with little loſs of charac- 
ter ; nay, may let his wife and children ſtarve.” 
Joanson. © Madam, you muſt conſider, if the 


maſon does get himfelf drunk, and let his wife 


and children ſtarve, the pariſh will oblige him 
to find ſecurity for their maintenance. We have 


different modes of reſtraining evil. Stocks for 


the men, a ducking ſtool for the women, and a 
pound for beaſts. If we require more perfec- 
tion from women than from ourſelves, it is do- 
ing them honour. And women have not the 
ſame temptations that we have : they may al- 
ways live in virtuous company; men muſt mix 
in the world indifcriminately. If a woman has 
no inclination to do what is wrong, being ſecur- 
ed from it is no reſtraint to her. I am at liberty 
to walk into the Thames; but if I were to try 
it, my friends would reſtrain me in Bedlam, and 
I ſhould be obliged to them.” MRS. KNOwIESs. 
* Still, Doctor, I cannot help thinking it a hard- 
ſhip that more indulgence is allowed to men 


25 than to women. It gives a ſuperiority to men, 


710 
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to which I do not ſee how they are entitled.” * 
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Joanson. It is plain, Madam, one or other 
muſt have the ſuperionty. As Shakſpeare ſays, © 
© If two men ride on horſeback, one muſt ride 
behind.” DiLLY. © I ſuppoſe, Sir, Mrs. Knowles 
would have them to ride in panniers, one on 
each ſide. JoHNSON. Then, Sir, the horſe 
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would throw them both.“ MRS. KnowLts. 


«© Well, I hope that in another world the ſexes 
will be equal. ” BoswsLL. That is being too 
ambitious, Madam. We might as well deſire 
to be equal with the angels. We ſhall all, I 
hope, be happy in a future ſtate, but we muſt 


not expect to be all happy in the ſame degree. 


It is enough if we be happy according to our ſe- 


veral capacities. A worthy carman will get to 


Heaven as well as Sir Iſaac Newton. Yet, tho? 


equally good, they will not have the ſame de- 


grees of happineſs. © Jos. Probably 


not.“ 


Upon this ſubject I had once before ſounded 


him, by mentioning the late Reverend Mr. 


Brown, of Utrecht's image; that a great and 


ſmall glaſs, though equally full, did not hold 


an equal quantity; which he threw our to refute 
David Hume's ſaying, that a little miſs, going 


to dance at a ball, in a fine new dreſs, was as 


happy as a great oratour, after having made an 
eloquent and applauded ſpeech. After ſome 
thought, Johnſon faid, © I come over to the 


| parſon.” As an inſtance of coincidence of 
thinking, Mr. Dilly told me, that Dr. Kiag, a 


late difleming miniſter in London, ſaid to Ma. 
upon the happineſs 3 in a future ſtate of good men 
of different capacities, A pail does not hold 


ſo much as a tub; but, if it be equally full, it 


has no reaſon to complain. Every Saint in Hea- 


ven will have as much happineſs as he can 


hold.” Mr. Dilly thought this a clear, though 
C 2 24 familar 
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1773. a familiar illuſtration of the phraſe, * One ftar 
. => differeth from another in brightneſs.? 
Meat. 9 Pr. Mayo having aſked Johnſon's opinion of 
Soame Jennyns's © View of the internal Evi- 
dence of the Chriſtian Retigion;”—Johnſon. © I 
think it a pretty book; not very theological in- 
deed; and there ſeems to be an affectation of 
eaſe and careleſſneſs, as if it were not ſuitable 
io bis character to be very ſerious about the mat- 
ter. Bogwerrt. © He may have intended 
this to introduce his book the better among gen- 
teel people, who might be unwilling to read too 
grave a treatiſe. There is a general cog in 
the age. We have phyſicians now with bag- 
wigs; may we not have airy divines, at leaſt 
ſome what leſs ſolemn in their appearance than 
they uſed to be ?” 2 = ns might 
mean as yon fay.T BOS WEIL. Zou ſhould like 
bis book Mrs. Knowles, as it maintains, as your 
friends do, that courage is not a Chriſtian vir- 
tue.“ Mxs. KnowLes. © Yes, indeed, J like 
him there; but I cannot agree with him, that 
friendſhip is not a chriſtian virtue.” Jounson- 
| | % Why, Madam, ſtrictly ſpeaking, he is right. 
All friendfhip is preferring the intereſt of a 
k friend, to the negle&, or, perhaps, againſt the 
- intereſt of others; ſo that an old Greek ſaid, 
| © He that has friends has no friend.“ Now ehrif- 
Il. tianity recommends unrverſal benevolence, to 
conſider all men as our brethren, which is con- 
trary to the virtue of friendſhip, as deſcribed by 
the ancient philoſophers. Surely, Madam, your 
ect muſt approve of this; for, you call all men 
} friends.” MRS. KnowLus. © We are com- 
manded to do good to all men, but eſpecially 
4 to them who are of the houſhold of Faith.“ 
| JornsdN. © Well, Madam, The houſhold of 
| Faith is wide enough.“ Mxs. I 


— 
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gut, Doctor, our Saviour had twelve 'ApoRtl 1988. 
| u or, our Saviour 1 


there was one whom he lowed. 


yet 
. called *& the diſciple OI loved. 


JonnsoN, (with eyes ſparkling ws mare 
Very well, indeed, Madam. You have ſaid 
very well. ” - BosWRELL. © A fine application. 
Pray, Sir, had you ever thought of it ? Joun- 
SON. © J had not, Sir.“ 

From this amiable and pleaſing ſubject, he, 1 
know not how or why, made a ſudden tranſition 
to one upon which he was a violent aggreſſor; 
For he ſaid, © I am willing to love all mankind, 
except an American :” and his inflammable cor- 
ruption burſting into horrid fire, he breathed 


out threatenings and flaughter ;? calling them, 


4 Raſcals—Robbers—Prates ;” and exclaiming, 


he'd © burn and deſtroy them.“ Miſs Seward, 
looking to him with mild but ſteady aſtoniſh- 
ment, ſaid, Sir, this is an inſtance that we are 


always moſt violent againſt thoſe whom we have 
injured.” —He was irritated ſtill more by this 
delicate and keen reproach ; and roared out ano- 
ther tremendous volley, which one might fancy 
could be heard acroſs the Atlantick. During 
this tempeſt I fat in great uneaſineſs, lament- 
ing his heat of temper; till, by degrees, I di- 
verted his attention to other topicks. 

DR. Mayo. (to Dr. Johnſon) “ Pray, Sir, 
have you Nd Edwards, of New England, on 
Grace?“ Jouxsox. * No, Sir.” BoswxLI. 


It puzzled me ſo much as to the freedom of 


the human will, by ſtating, v th wonderful acute 


ingenuity, our being actuated by a ſeries of mo- 


tives which we cannot reſiſt, that the only relief 
J had was to forget it.” Mayo. “ But he makes 


the proper diſtinction between moral and phyſi- 


cal neceſſity. BoswkLL. ** Alas, Sir, they come 


both to the ſame thing. You may be bound as 


hard 
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hard by chains when covered by leather, as when 
theiron appears. The argument for the moral ne- 
ceſſity of human actions is always, I obſerve, 


fũortified by ſuppoſing univerſal preſcience to be 


one of the attributes of the Deity.” JoHns0N. 
< You are ſurer that you are free, than you are of 
preſcience; you are ſurer that you can lift up 
your finger or not as you pleaſe, than you are of 
any concluſion from a deduction of reaſoning. 
But let us conſider a little the objection from 
preſcience. It is certain I am either to go home 
to- night or not; that does not prevent my free- 
dom.” BoswELL. © That it is certain you are 


either to go home or not, does not prevent your 
freedom; becauſe the liberty of choice between 


the two is compatible with that certainty. But 


if one of theſe events be certain vow, you have 
no future power of volition. If it be certain 


you are to go home to-night, you 12ſt go home.” 
33 * If Iam well acquainted witha man, 
I can judge with great probability how he will 
act in any caſe, without his being reſtrained by 


my judging. Gop may have this probability 
encreaſed to certamty,” BosweLL. © When it 
is increaſed to certamty fredom ceaſes, becauſe . 


that cannot be certainly foreknovn which is not 


certain at the time; but if it be certain at the 


time, it is a contradiction in terms to maintain 


that there can be afterwards any contingency de- 
pendent upon the exerciſe of will or any thing 


elſe.“ Joanson. All theory is againſt the 


freedom of the will; all experience for it.” — 
I did not puſh the fubje& any farther. I was glad 
to find him ſo mild in diſcuſſing a queſtion of the 
moſt abſtract nature, which is involved with 
theological tenets, which he generally would 
not ſuffer to be in any degree oppoſed*. 
SEES ID Bak he NL He 
If any of my readers are diſturbed by this thorny queſ 
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He as uſual defended luxury; © You cannot 


0 
S 


ſpend money in luxury without doing good to d 


the poor. Nay, you do more good to them by Tal 5 


ſpending it in luxury than by giving it; for by 
{pending it in luxury you make them exert in- 
duſtry, whereas by giving it you keep them idle. 
I own, indeed, there may be more virtue in bier 
ing it immediatel in charity than in ſpending it 
in luxury; thoug 4 there may be a pride in — 
too.” Miſs Seward aſked if this was not Man- 
deville's doctrine of & private vices public be- 
nefits.” JofHNS0N, © The fallacy of that book 
is, that Mandeville defines neither vices nor 
benefits. He reckons among vices every thing 
that gives pleaſure. He takes the narroweſt 
ſyſtem of morality, monaſtic morality, which 
holds pleaſure itſelf to be a vice, ſuch as eating 
falt with our fiſh, becauſe it makes it taſte bet- 
ter; and he reckons wealth as a public benefit, 
which 1s by no means always true. Pleaſure of 
iſelf is not a vice. Having a garden, which 
we all know to be perfectly innocent, is a great 
pleaſure. At the ſame time, in this ſtate of be- 
ing there are many pleaſures vices, which how- 
ever are ſo immediately agreeable that we can 
hardly abſtain from them. The happineſs of 
Heaven will be, that pleaſure and virtue will 
be perfectly conſiſtent. Mandeville puts the 
caſe of a man who gets drunk at an alehouſe; 
and ſays it is a public benefit, becauſe ſo much 
money 18 got by it to the public. But it muſt be 
conſidered, that all the good gained by this, 
through the gradation of alehouſe-keeper, brew- _ 
er, maltſter, and farmer, is overbalanced * by 


tion, I beg leave to jecomriend to them Letter 69 of Mon- 
teſquieu's Lertres Perſannes; and the late Mr. John Palmer 
of Iflington's Anſwer to Dr. Prieſtly's mechanical argu- 


ments for what he calls“ Philoſophical Neceifity. N 
the 
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+778. the evil cauſed te the man and his family by his 


N + drunk. This is the way totry what is vici: 


by aſcartaining whether more evil than god 
is produced by it upon the whole, which is the 
caſe in all yiee, It may happen that good is 
produced by vice, but not as vice; for inſtance, a 
robber may take money from its owner, and give 
it to one who will make a better uſe of it, Here 
is good produced; but not by the robbery as 
robbery, but as tranſlation of property. I read 
Mandeville forty, or I believe fifty years ago. 
He did not puzzle me; he opened my views 
jato real life very much, No, jt is clear that 


| ee of ſociety depends upon virtue. 


parta theft was allowed by general conſent; 
theft, therefore; was here not a crime, but then 
here was no ſecurity; and what a life muſt they 
ave had when there was no ſecurity. With⸗ 
gut truth there muſt be a diſſolution of ſociety; 
As it is, there is ſo little truth that we are almoſt 
afraid to truſt our ears ; but how ſhould we be, 
if falſehood were multiplied ten times? Society 
is held together by communication and jnformas 
tion; and I remember this remark-of Sir Tho. 
mas Brown's, * Do the devils lie? Ne; for then 
Hell could not ſubſiſt.“ 1 pe 
Talking of Miſs ———, a literary lady, he 
ſaid, © ] was obliged to ſpeak to Miſs Reynelds, 
to let her know that I deſired ſhe would not 
Hatter me ſo much.” Somebody now obſerved, 
& She flatters Garrick.” Jounsen. © She is in 


the right to flatter Garrick. She is in the right 


for two reaſons; firſt, becauſe ſhe bas the 
world with her, who have been praiſing Gar- 
rick theſe thirty years; and ſecondly, becauſe 
ſhe is rewarded for it by Garrick. Why ſhould 


ſhe flatter me? I can do nothing for her. Let her . 


carry her praiſe to a better market. (Then 
turning to Mrs. Knowles) You, Madam, _ 
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been flattering me all the evening; I wiſh you _ 

would give Boſwell a little now. If yon knew 

his merit as well as J do, on would fay a great 


— 


deal; he is the beſt travel 
World.“ RD 
Somebody mentioned the Reverend Mr. Ma- 
fon's proſecution of Mr. Murray, the bookſeller, 
for having inſerted in a collection of Gray's 
Poems,” only fifty lines, of which Mr. Maſon 
had ſtill the excluſive property, under the ſta- 
trite of Queen Anne; and that Mr. Maſon had 
perſevered, not withſtanding his being requeſted 
to name his ownterms of compenſation“. I ohn- 
ſon ſignified his diſpleaſure at Mr. Maſon's con- 
duct very ſtrongly ; but added, by way of ſhew- 
ing 50 was not ſurprized at it, Maſon's a 
Whig.“ MRS. KNOWLES. (not hearing diſtinct- 


ing companion in the 


ly) © What ! aPrig, Sir ?? Jounsow. © Worſe, 


Madam; a whig ! But he is both,” 
l expreſſed a reh at the thought of death. 
Ms. KNO LRS.“ © Nay, thou 5 

have a horrour for what is the gate of life.“ 
Joanson, (ſtanding upon the hearth rolling 
about, with a ſerious, ſolemn, and ſomewhat 
gloomy air) No rational man can die without 
uneaſy apprehenſion, Mrs. KxowLEs. © The 
ſcriptures tell us, The righteous ſhall have 
hope in his death.” Joansown. © Yes, Madam; 
that is, he ſhallnot have deſpair. Eut, conſider, 
his hope of falvation muſt be founded on the 


terms on which it is promiſed, that the media- . 


lion of our Saviour ſhall be applied to us, 


namely obedience; and where obedience has 
failed, then as 1 to it, repentance.— - 
t 


But what man can ſay that his obedience has 
been ſuch, as he would approve of in another, 

* See * A Letter to W. Maſon, A. M. from J. Mur- 
ray, Bogk-ſeller in London; 2d edition, p. 29. 
þ on ond | | 3 


hould'ſt not 
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or even in himſelf upon cloſe examination, or 
5 that his repentance has not been ſuch as to re- 
3 being repented of? No man can be ſure 

t bis obedience and repentance will obtain 


fſalvation.“ MRS. KNOwIL ES. But divine in- 
timation of acceptance may be made to the ſoul.” 


Jonxsox. * Madam, it may; but I ſhould not 


think the better of a man who ſhould tell me on 


his death-bed he was ſure of ſalvation. A man 


cannot be ſure himſelf that he has divine inti- ? 
mation of acceptance; much leſs can he make 


others ſure that he has it.“ BOSW ELI. Then, 
Sir, we muſt. be contented to acknowledge that 
death is a terrible thing.“ Jon NSON. Ves, 5 
Sir. I have made no approaches toa ſtate which 
can look on it as not terrible.” Mas, Know LES. . 


 (feming to enjoy a pleaſing ſerenity in the per- 


ſuaſion of benignant divine light), © Does not 
St. Paul ſay, I have fought the good fight of | 
faith, I have finiſhed my courſe ; henceforth is 
laid up for me a crown of life?“ JohxSOx. 
« Yes, Madam; but here was a man inſpired, a 
man who had been converted by ſupernatural 


Interpoſition.” BoswELL. © In proſpect death 


is dreadful; but in fact we find that people die 
eaſy.” Jon NSON. © Why, Sir, moſt people 
= not thought much of the matter, ſo cannot 
ſay much, and it is ſuppoſed they die eaſy. Few 
believe it certain they are then to die; and thoſe 
who do, ſet themſelves to behave with reſolu- 


tion, as a man does who is going to be hanged, 


He is not the leſs unwilling to be hanged.” Miss 
SEWARD. There is one mode of the fearofdeath 
which is certainly abſurd ; and thatis the dread 
of annthilation, which. is only a pleaſing ſleep 
without a dream.” OHNSON. It is neither 
pleaſing, nor ſleep; It is nothing. Now mere 
ex iltence i is ſo much better than nothing that one 

| | | would | 
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would rather exiſt even in pain, than not exiſt,” 
BosWELL. © If annihilation be nothing, then 


exiſting in pain is not a comparative ſtate, bur is 


a poſitive evil, which I cannot thing we ſhould 


1778. 


—— 


chooſe. I muſt be allowed to differ here; and 


it would leſſen the hope of a future ſtate founded 

on the argument that the Supreme Being, who 
is good as he is great, will hereaiter compenſate 
for our preſent ſufferings: in this life. For if ex- 


iſtence, ſuch as we have it here, be compara- 


tively a good, we have no reaſon to complain, 
though no more of it ſhould be given to us. But 
if our only ſtate of exiſtence were in this world, 
then we might with ſome reaſon complaia that 


we are ſo diſſatisfied with our enjoyments com- 
pared with our defires.” Joh NSON. The lady 


confounds annihilation, which is nothing, with 


the apprehenſion of it, which is dreadful. It is 


in the apprehenſion of it that the horrour of an- 


nihilation conſiſts,” ? 
Of John Weſley he ſaid, © He can talk well 
on any ſubject. BoswEtLL. © Pray, Sir, what 
has he made of his wry of a ghoſt?” ſouN- 
soN. Why, Sir, he 
ſufficient authority. He did not take time enough 
to examine the girl. It was at Newcaſtle, where 
the ghoſt was ſaid to have appeared 'to a young 
woman ſeveral times, mentioning ſomething 
about the right to an old houſe, adviſing appli- 
cation to be made to an attorney, which. was 
done; and, at the ſame time, ſaying the attor- 
ney would do nothing, which proved to be the 
fact. This (ſays John) is a proof that a ghoſt 
knows our thoughts.“ Now (laughing) it is not 
neceſſary to know our thoughts to tell that an 
attorney will ſometimes do nothing. Charles 
Weſley, who is a more ſtationary maa, does not 
believe the ſtory. I am ſorry that John did not 
J ee pe 


elieves it; but not on 
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take more den to inquire into the evidence for 
it. Miss SEwaRD. (with an incredulous ſmile, 
* What, Sir! about a ghoſt ?”” Joanson, (with 


ſolemn vehemence)<Yes, Madam: this is a queſ- 


tion which, after five thouſand years, js yet un- 


decided ; a queſtion, whether in theology 'or 


Hlofophy, one of the moſt important that can 
2 before the human underſtanding.” =» 


Mrs. Knowles mentioned, as a proſelyte to 


Quakeriſm, Mifs — „a young lady well 


known to Dr. Johnſon, for whom he had ſhewn 


much affection; while ſhe ever had, and ftill re- 


rained, a great reſpect for him. Mrs. Knowles 


at the ſame time took an opportunity of letting 
him know that the amiable young creature 
was forry at finding that he was offended at her 
leaving the church of England and embracing a 
fimpler faith; and, in the gentleft and moſt 


— 


perſuaſive manner, ſolicited his kind indulgence 


for what was ſincerely a matter of conſcience. 
x oct (owning very angrily) Madam, 

e is an odious wench. Sbe could not have 
any proper conviction that it was her duty to 
change her religion, which is the moft import- 
ant of all fubjecis, and fhould be ſtudied with 
all care, and with all the helps we can get. She 


knew no more of the Church which ſhe left, 


and that which ſhe embraced, than ſhe did of 


the difference between the Copernican and Pto- 
lemaick fyſtems.” MRS. KNOWIES.“ She had 


the New Teſtament | before her,” JonunsoN, 


„Madam, ſhe could not underſtand the New 
Teſtament, the moſt difficult book in the world, 
for which the ſtudy of a life is required.” Mxs, 
KnowLts. © It is clear as to effentials.” Jon x- 
soc. But not as to controverfial points. The 
heathens were eafily converted, becaufe they 
had nothing to give up; but we ought not, 


— 


THE LITE QF DR. JOHNSON. 


w ithont vety ſtrong comviction indeed, to deſert 2778. 
the religion in which we have been edueated - 


Fhat is the religion given you, the religion in 
which it may be ſaĩd Providence has placed you. 
If you live conſcientiouſly in that religion, you 
may be ſafe. But error is dangerous indeed, if 
you err when you chooſe a religion for yourſelf,” 
Mans. KnowLizs. © Maft we then go by impli- 
cit fanh?”. JonxsON. « W by, Madam, the 
greatefi part of our knowledge is implicit faith; 
and as to religion, have we heard all that a diſ- 


ciple of Confucius, all that a Mahometan can 
ſay for himſelf?” He then roſe again into a paf- 


ſion, and attacked the young profelyre in the fe> 
vereſt tennis of reproach, fo that both the ladies 
feemed to be much ſhocked, _ 17 5 
We remained together till it was pretty late. 
Notwithſtanding occaſional exploſidns of vio- 


lence, we were all delighted upon the whole 


with Johnſon. I compared him at this time to 


2 warm Weſt-Indian climate, where you have 4 
bright fun, quick vegetation, luxurious foliage, 
luſeious fruits; but where the ſame heat ſorne= 


times produces thunder, lighteniag, ane. cxtth- 


Vquakes im a terrible degree. | 


April 1), being Good- Friday, I waited' on 


Johnſon as uſual. I obſerved at breakfaſt that 


although it was a part of his abſtemious diſet- 
pline on this moſt folemn: fait, to take no mille 
in his tea, yet when Mrs: Deſmoulins thadver- 
tently poured it in; he did not reject it. I talked 
of the ſtrange indearſion of mind, and imbeo illi 
ty ia the common occurrences of life, whieh we 
may obſerve in ſome people. Jonnson, Why, 
Sir, Jam in the habit of getting others o do 


things for me.“ BOS WELI. What, Sir! have 


you that weakneſs? JoHNS N. Yes, Sir. 


Atat. 
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But I always think afterwards I ſhould have 
done better for myſelf.” 5 

I told him that at a gentleman's houſe where 
there was thought to be ſuch extravagance or 
bad management, that he was living much be- 


yond his income, his lady had objected to the 


cutting of a pickled mango, and that I had tak- 
en an opportunity to aſk the price of it, and 


found it was only two ſhillings; ſo here was a 


very poor faving. JoansoN. © Sir, that is the 
blundering ceconomy of a narrow underſtand- 


ing. It is ſtopping one hole in a fieve.” 


I exprefſed ſome inclination to publiſh an ac- 
count of my Travels upon the continent of Eu- 


rope, for which I had a variety of materials 


collected. Joanson. I do not fay, Sir, you 


may not-publiſh your travels; but I give you my 


opinion, that you would leſſen yourſelf by it. 
What can you tell of countries ſo well known as 
thoſe upon the continent of Europe, which you 
have viſited? BOSWELI. But I can give an 
entertaining narrative, with many incidents, 
anecdotes, jeux deſprit, and remarks, ſo as to 
make very pleaſant reading.” Joanson. © Why, 
Sir, moſt modern travellers in Europe who have 
publiſhed their travels, have been laughed at: 
I would not have you added to the number“. The 
world is now not contented to be merely enter- 
tained by a traveller's narrative; they want to 
learn ſomething. Now ſome of my friends 


aſked me why I did not give ſome account of 


my travels in France. The reaſon is plain; in- 


telligent readers had ſeen more of France than I 


had. Von might have Iiked my travels in France, 
and TE CLus might have liked them; but 


8 * believe, however, I ſhall follow my own opinion ; 
for the world has fhewn a very flattering partiality to my 


writings, on many occaſions. 


upon 
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upon the whole there would have been more ridi- 1778. 
cule than good produced by them.” BOS WELL. Sy. 


I cannot agree with you, Sir. People would £< 09 


like to read what you ſay of any thing. Suppoſe 
a face had been painted by fifty painters before, 

ill we love to ſee it done by Sir Joſhua.” Jon x- 
soN. True, Sir, but Sir Joſhua cannot Paint a 
face when he has not time to look on it.“ Bos- 
WELL, * Sir, a ſketch of any ſort by him is valuable. 
And, Sir, to talk to you in your own ſtyle (raiſ- 
ing my voice, and ſhaking my head,) you fbould 
have given us your Travels in France. I am 

ire J am right, and here's an end ont.” 

L ſaid to him that it was certainly true as my 
friend Dempſter had obſerved in his letter tome 
upon the ſubject, that a great part of what was 
in his © Journey to the Weſtern Iſlands of Scot- 
land,” had been in his mind before he left Lon- 
don: JoHns0N- © Why, yes, Sir, the topics 
were; and books of travels will be good in 
proportion to what a man has previouſly in his 
mind; his. knowing what to oblerve; his power 
of contraſting one mode of life with another. As 
the Spaniſh proverb fays,* He, who would bring 
home the wealth of the Indies, muſt carry the 
wealth of the Indies with him.“ So it is in tra- 


velling; a man muſt carry knowledge with him 


if he would bring home knowledge.” BoswELE. 
The proverb, I ſuppoſe, Sir, means, he muſt 
earry a large ſtock with him to trade with. JOHN- 
SON. * Yes, Sir.“ 

It was a delightful day: as we walked to St. 
Clement's church, I again remarked that F leet- 
ſtreet was the moſt cheerful ſcene in the world. 
© Hleet-ſtreet (ſaid I,) is in my mind more de- 
lightfal than Tempe.” JoHN SON. Aye, Sir; 
but ler it be compared with Mull.“ | 
There was a very numerous congregation to- 
| day at St. Clement's church, which Dr. Johnſog 
laid he obſerved with pleaſure, 

| a And 
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And now I am to give a pretty full account of 
one of the moſt curious incidents of Johnfon's 
life, of whieh he himſelf has made the following 
minute on this day: In my return from church, 
J was accofted by Edwards, an old fellow col- 
legian, who had not ſeen me ſince 1729. He 
knew: me; and aſked if I remembered one Ed- 
wards : I did not at firft recollect the name, but 
gradually as we walked along, recovered it, and 
told bim a converſation that had paſſed at an 


alehouſe between us. My purpoſe is to conti- 


nue our acquaintance*.” 119 
It was in Batcher's-row thatthis meeting hap- 
ed. Mr. Edwards, who was a decent look- 
g elderly man in grey clothes, and a wig of 
many curls, accoſted Jobaſon with familiar 


confidence, knowing who he was, while John- 


ſon returned his ſalutations with a courteous 
formality, as to a ſtranger. But as ſoun as Ed- 
wards had brought to his recollection their hav- 
ving been at Pembroke College together nine- 
and-thirty years ago, he ſeemed mach pleaſed, 
aſked where he' lived, and faid he ſhould be 
glad to ſee him in Bolt-Court.  EDwarpDs.— 
Ah, Sir! we are old men now.“ JOHNSON. 


(who never liked to think of being old) < Don't 


let us difcourage one another,” EpwakDs.— 
« Why, DoRor you look ftout and hearty, I 
am happy to fee you ſo; for the news-papers 
told us you were very ill.“ FJornsox. Aye, 
Sir, they are always telling lies of ½ dd fei. 
lows.” „„ EXE 

Wiſhing to be preſent at more of ſo fingular 
a converſation as that between two fellow col- 
legians, who had lived near forty years in Lon- 
don without ever having chanced to meet, I 
whiſpered to Mr. Edwards that Dr. Johnſon _ 
was going home, and that he had better ac- 


_ company him now. 80 Edwards walked along 


| a with 
* Prayers and Meditations, p. 164. 
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with us, I eagerly aſſiſting to keep up the con- 778. 
verſation. Mr. Edwards informed Dr. Johnſon Tur 
that he had practiſed long as a ſolicitor in Chan- 4. 6. 


cery, but that he now lived in the country upon 
a little farm about ſixty acres, juſt by Stevenage 
in Hertfordſhire, and that he came to London 


| (to Barnard's Inn, No. 6,) generally twice a 


week. Johnſon appearing to be in a reverie, 
Mr. Edwards addreſſed himſelf to me, and ex- 


patiated on the pleaſure of living in the country. 


BoswELL. * I have no notion of this, Sir. 
What you have to entertain you, is, I think, 


exhauſted in half an hour.” Epwarps. 


* What! don't you love to have hope realiſed ? 
I ſee my graſs and my com, and my trees grow- 


ing. Now, for inſtance, I am curious to ſee if 


this froſt has not nipped my fruit trees.“ Joun- 
$ON. (who we did not imagine was attending) 
% You find, Sir, you have fears as well as 
hopes.”—So well did he ſee the whole, when 
another ſaw but the half ofa ſubject. 3 
When we got to Dr. 7 5 houſe, and 
were ſeated in his library, the dialogue went on 
adniirably. Epwarps. © Sir, I remember 
ou would not let us ſay prodigious at College. 
or even then, Sir, (turning, to me,) he was 
delicate in language, and we all feared him*.” 
Jon xsOoN. (to Edwards) © From your having 
ractiſed the law long,. Sir, I preſume you mult 
* rich.” EDpWAR DS. No, Sir, I got a good 
deal of money; but I had a number of poor re- 
lations to a I gave a. great part of it.“ 
Jounson. © Sir, you have been rich in the 


* Johnſon ſaid to me afterwards, *©* Sir, they reſpected 

me ſor my literature; and yet it was not great but by com- 

pariſon. Sir, it is amazing how little literature there is in 
the world. a4) LS SETS 
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live rich than to die rich.“ EpwarDs. © I 
wiſh J had continued at College.” Jokxsox. 
„ Why do you wiſh that, Sir!“ Ebwanps. 
ec Becauſe I think I ſhould ha ve had a much ea- 
fer life than mine has been. I ſhould have been 
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« EpwARDS. © But IT ſhall not die rich.” 
Johxson. 9 Nay: ſure, Sir, it is bettef to | 


a parſon, and had a good living, like Bloxam 


and ſeveral others, and lived comfortably.“ 
Jonxsox. Sir, the life of a parſon, of a con- 
ſcientious clergyman, is not eaſy. I have al- 


ways conſidered a clergyman as the father of 
a larger family than he is able to maintain. I 
would rather have Chancery ſuits upon my hands 


tban the cure of ſouls. No, Sir, I do not envy 


a clergyman's life as an' eaſy life, nor do I envy 


the clergyman who makes it an eafy life.” — 


Here taking himſelf up all of a ſudden, he ex- 


claimed, © O! Mr. Edwards! I'll convince 
you that I recolle& you. Do you remember 
our drinking together at an alchouſe near Pem- 
broke gate. At that time you told me of the 


Eton boy, who, when verſes on our Saviour's 


turning water into wine were preſcribed as an 
exerciſe, brought up a ſingle line, and was 


' 1 admired : 


idit et erubuit Iynipha pudica Dave 


and I told you of another fine line in © Camden's | 


Remains" an eulogy upon one of our Kings, 


who was ſucceeded By his 1 a 1 of 19955 


merit: 


\ © * Mira cano, Sol eccubuit, no . 2 eſt.” 


E Jou are 5 philoſopher, Dr. 


| Johnſon. I have tried too, in my time to be a 


POO but 1 8 t know how, cheerful- 
neſs. 
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neſs was always breaking in. Mr. Burke, Sir 
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Joſhua Reynolds, Mr. Courtenay, Mr. Malone, "> 
and, indeed, all the eminent men to whom 3 69. 


have mentioned this, have thought it an exqui- 


ſite trait of character. The truth is, that philo- 


ſophy, like religion, is too generally ſuppoſed 
to be hard and ſevere, at leaſt ſo grave as to ex- 
clude all gaiety. 5 


what it was to have a wife.“ JH NSON. © vir, 


__ - EpwarDs. -© have been twice married, 
Doctor. You, I ſuppoſe, have never known 


I have known what it was to have a wife, and 


(in a ſolemn tender faultering tone) I have 


known what it was to /ofe a wife.—It had almoſt 
broke my heart.” | 
'EDwarDs. . © How do you live, Sir? For 
part, I muſt have my regular meals, and a 
glaſs of good wine. I find I require it.“ Jon x- 
80N, I now drink no wine, Sir. Early in 


life I drank wine: for many years I drank none. 
I then for ſome years drank a great deal.” 


EpwarDs. *©* Some hogſheads, I warrant 
ou.” Jou xsoN. © I then had a ſevere ill- 
neſs, and left it off, and I have never begun it 


again. I never felt any difference upon myſelf 


from eating one thing rather than another, nor 
from one kind of weather rather than another. 
There are people, I believe, who feel a differ- 
ence; but I am not one of them. And as to 
regular meals, I have faſted from the Sunday's 
dinner to the Tueſday's dinner, without any 
inconvenience. I believe it is beſt to eat juſt 
as one is hungry; but a man who is in buſineſs, 
or a man who has a family, muſt have ſtated 
meals. I am a ſtraggler. I may leave this 
rown and go to Grand Cairo, without being 
miſſed here or obſerved there.” EpwarDs. 
* Do'nt you eat ſupper, Sir ?” JoHNSON. 
: Re D * 32 No 
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1778. © No, Sir,” EpwARDsS. For my part, 
now, I conſider ſupper as a turnpike through 


® which one muſt paſs, in order to get to bed“. 
Jonson. You are a lawyer, Mr. Ed- 
wards. Lawyers know life practically. A 
bookiſh man ſhould always have them to con- 
verſe with. They have what he wants.” EDp- 
warDs.” I am grown old: I am ſixty-five.“ 
Jon xsox. *© 1 ſhall be ſixty- eight next birth- 
day. Come, Sir, drink water, and put in for 
a hundred.“ | 
Mr. Edwards mentioned a gentleman who 
had left his whole fortune to Pembroke College. 
Jounson. ©* Whether to leave one's whole 
fortune to a College be right, muſt depend-upon 
circumſtances. I would leave the intereſt of 
the fortune I bequeathed to a College to my re- 
_ lations or my friends, for their lives. It is the 
fame thing to a College, which is a permanent 
ſociety, whether it gets the nioney now or 
twenty years hence; and I would wiſh to 
make-my relations or friends feel the benefit of 
It." | | 
This interview confirmed my opinion of 
Ce moſt humane and benevolent heart. 
is cordial and placid behaviour to an old fel- 
low-collegian, a man ſo different from himſelf ; 
and his telling him that he would go- down to 
his farm and viſit him, ſhewed a kindneſs of 
diſpoſition very rare at an advanced age. He 
obſerved, © how wonderful it was that they had 
th been in London almoſt forty years, with 
out having ever once met, and both walkers in 
the ſtreet too!” Mr. Edwards, when going 
away, again recurred to his conſciouſneſs of ſe- 


. I am not abſolutely ſure but this was my own ſuggeſ- 
_ tion, though it 1s truly in the character of Edwards. 


nility, 
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. nility, and looking full in Johnſon's face, ſaid 1998. 
to him, You'll find in Dr. Young, 50 2 | 
OO my coevals, remnants of yourſelves” ang 
a did not reliſh this at all; but ſhook his 
ead with impatience. Edwards walked off, 
ſeemingly highly pleaſed with the honour of 
having . thus noticed by Dr. ſohnſon. 
When he was gone, I ſaid to Johnſon, that I 
thought him but a weak man. Joaneson. © Why, 
es, Sir. Here is a man who has paſſed through 
ife without experience : yet I would rather 
have him with me than a more ſenſible man who 
will not talk readily. This man 1s always wil- 
_—_ ling to fay what he has to ſay.” Yet Dr. John- 
| ſon had himſelf by no means that willingneſs' | | 
I which he praiſed ſo much, and I think fo juſtly; 
for who has not felt the painful effect of the 
dreary void, when there is a, total filence in a 
. company for any length of time, or which is 
. as bad, or perhaps worſe, when the converſa- 
) tion is with difficulty kept up by a perpetual 
7 effort? 5 | 
Ff 


- Johnſon once obſerved to me, Tom Tyers 
deſcribed me the beſt : Sir, (faid he) you are 
like a ghoſt: you never ſpeak till you are ſpoken 
to 29 | k 


The gentleman whom he thus familiarly men- 
tioned was Mr. Thomas Tyers, fon of Mr. Jo- 
nathan Tyers, the founder of that excellent place 
of publick amuſement, Vauxhall Gardens, which 
muſt ever be an eſtate to its proprietor, as it is 
peculiarly adapted to the taſte of the Engliſh 
nation; there being a mixture of curious ſhew, 
gay exhibition—muſick, vocal and inſtrumental, 
not too refined ior general ear for all which 
only a ſhilling is paid — and, though laſt not leaſt, 
good eating and drinking for thoſe who chooſe 
to purchaſe that regale. Mr. Thomas Tyers 
| Was ö 
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1773. was bred to the law; but having a handſome 
>> fortune, vivacity of temper, and eccentricity of 
Etat. 69. mind, be could not confine himſelf to the re- 

gularity of practice. He therefore ran about 
the world with a pleaſant careleſſneſs, amuſing 
every body by his deſultory converſation. He 
abounded in anecdote, but was not ſufficiently 
attentive to accuracy. I therefore cannot ven- 
ture to avail myſell much' of a biographical 
| ſketch of Johnſon, which he publiſhed, being 
one among the various perſons ambitious of ap- 
zending their names to that of my illuſtrious 
Riend. That ſketch is, however, an enter- 
taining little collection of fragments. Theſe 
which he publiſhed of Pope and Addiſon are 
of higher merit; but his fame muſt chiefly reſt 
upon his Political Conferences,” in which he 
| Introduces. ſeveral eminent perſons delivering 
their ſentiments in the way of dialogue, and diſ- 
covers a confiderable ſhare of learning, various 
knowledge, and diſcernment of character. This 
much may I be allowed to ſay of a man who 
was exceedingly obliging to me, and who lived 
with Dr. Johnſon in as eaſy a manner as almoſt 
any of his very numerous acquaintance. | 
Mr. Edwards had ſaid to me afide, that Dr. 
Johnſon ſhould have been of a profeſſion. I re- 
eated the remark to Johnſon that I might have 
| 85 own thoughts on the ſubject. JohN soN. 
« Sir, it would have been better that I had been 
of a profeſſion. TI ought to have been a lawyer.” 
BoswELL.. © I do not think, Sir, it would have 
been better, for we ſhould not have had the 
Engliſh Dictionary.“ JohN SON. © But you 
would have had Reports.” BoswELL. © Aye; 


but there would not have been another who 
could have written the Dictionary. There have 
been many very good Judges. Suppoſe you had 

N „ 
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Ata 


a more ornamented manner, than perhaps any 


Chancellor ever did, or ever will do. But, I 
believe, cauſes have been as judiciouſſy decided 
as you could have done.” JohNSON. Les, 
Sir. Property has been as well ſettled.” | 
. Johnſon, however, had a noble ambition 
floating in his mind, and had, undoubtedly, of- 
ten ſpeculated cn. the poſlibility of his ſuper- 
eminent powers being rewarded 1n this great 


and liberal 8 by the higheſt honours of 
8 illiam Scott informs me, that 
upon the death of the late Lord Litchfield, who 


the ſtate. Sir W 
was Chancellor of the Univerſity of Oxford, 
he ſaid to Johnſon, What a pity it is, Sir, 
that you did not follow the profeſhon of the law. 


. You might have been Lord Chancellor of Great 


Britain, and attained to the dignity of the peer- | 
age; and now that the title of Litchfield, your 


native city is extinct, you might have had it.“ 
Johnſon upon this, ſeemed much agitated; and, 


in an angry tone, exclaimed, Why will you 


vex me by ſuggeſting this, when it is too late?“ 

But he did not repine at the proſperity of 
others. The late Dr. Thomas Leland told Mr, 
Courtenay, that when Mr. Edmund Burke 


ſhewed Johnſon his fine houſe and lands near 


Beaconsfield, Johnſon coolly ſaid, Non equi- 
dem inuieo; miror magis.” | 

Yet no man had a higher notion of the digni- 
ty of literature than Johnſon, or was more de- 
termined in maintaining the reſpe&t which he 
juſtly cenſidered as due to it. Of this, beſides 


the general tenor of his conduct in ſociety, ſome 


characteriſtical inſtances may be mentioned. 


He told Sir Joſhua Reynolds, that once when 


he dined in a numerous company of bookſellers, 
| where 


39 


been Lord Chancellor ; you would have deliv- '1 778. 
cred opinions with more extent of mind, and in 
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1978. where the room being ſmall, the head of the 
= table, at which he ſat, was almoſt cloſe to the 
Etat. 69. fire, he perſevered in ſuffering à great deal of 

inconvenience from the heat, rather than quit 
his place, and let one of them fit above him. 
- _ Goldſmith, in his diverting fimplicity, com- 
lained one day, in a mixed company, of Lord 
E *] met him (ſaid he) at Lord Chre's 
houſe in the country, and he took no more no- 
tice of me than if I bad been an ordinary man.” 
The company having laughed heartily, Johnſon 
ſtood forth in defence of his friend. Nay, 
gentlemen, (ſaid he) Dr. Goldſmith is in the 
right. A nobleman ought to have made up to 
fuch a man as Gold{mith; and I think it is 
much againſt Lord Camden that he neglected 
him,” | 
Door could he patiently endure to hear that 
fuch reſpect as he thought due only to higher 
intellectual qualities, ſhould be beſtowed on 
men of ſlighter, though perhaps more amuſing 
talents. I told him, that one morning, when I 
went to breakfaſt with Garrick, who was very 
L vain of his intimacy with Lord Camden, he ac- 
| coſted me thus: Pray now, did you ?—did 
ou meet a little lawyer turning the corner, eh?” 
-< No, Sir, (ſaid I). Pray what do you mean by 
the queſtion ??— Why, (replied Garrick, wit 
an affected indifference, yet as if ſtanding on 
tip-toe,) Lord Camden has this moment left 
me. We have had a long walk together.” 
Jounson. © Well, Sir, Garrick talked very 
85 J Lord Camden was a little lawyer to 
aſſociating ſo familiarly with a player,” 
Sir Joſhua Reynolds has obſerved, with great 
truth, that Johnfon conſidered Garrick to be as 
it were his property. He would allow * 
either 
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either to blame or to praiſe Garrick in his pre- 1978. 


| ſence, without contradicting him. 
Having fallen into a very ſerious frame, in 


which mutual expreſſions of kindneſs paſſed be- 
tween us, ſuch as would be thought too vain in 
me to repeat, I talked with regret of the ſad 
inevitable certainty that one of us muſt ſurvive 


the other. OHNSON. *© Yes, Sir, that is an 


affecting conſideration. I remember Swift, in 
one of his letters to Pope, ſays, I intend to 
come over, that we may meet once more ; and 
when we muſt part, it is what happens to all 
human beings.” BOSwELII. © The hope that 
we ſhall ſee our departed friends again muſt 
ſapport the mind.“ Jo NSN. Why yes, Sir.“ 
BoswELL. © There is a ſtrange unwillingneſs to 
part with life, independent of ſerious fears as 
to futurity. A reverend friend of ours (naming 


him) tells me, that he feels an uneafineſs at the 
thoughts of leaving his houſe, his ſtudy, his 


books.” Joh xsoN . This is fooliſh in * * *. 
A man need not be uneaſy on theſe grounds; 
for as he will retain his conſciouſneſs, he may 
ſay with the philoſopher, omnia mea mecum porto.“ 


BoswEZLI. True; Sir: we may carry our 


books in our head ; but ſtill there is ſomething 
woes in the thought of leaving for ever what 
has given us pleaſure. I remember many years 


ago, when my imagination was warm, and 1 


happened to be in a melancholy mod, it diſ- 
trefled me to think of going into a ſtate of be- 
ing in which Shakeſpeare's poetry did not exiſt. 
A lady whom I then much admired, a very 
amiable woman, humoured my fancy, and re- 
heved me by ſaying, © The firſt thing you will 
meet with in the other world, will be an elegant 


copy of Shakeſpeare's works preſented to you.” 


T. 


69. 
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1778. Dr. Johnſon ſmiled henignaptly at this, and did 
Ear 6.9% appear to diſapprove of the notion. 
at ** We went to St. Clement's church again in the 
_ afternoon, and then returned and drank tea and 
_ cofiee in Mrs. Williams's room; Mrs: Deſmou- 
lins doing the honours of the tea table. I ob- 
ferved that he would not even look at a proof- 
ſheet of his Life of Waller” on Good Friday. 
Mr. Allen, the printer, brought a book on 
| agriculture, which was printed, and was foon 
to be publiſhed. It was a very ſtrange per- 
formance, the author having mixed in it his own 
thoughts upon various topics, along with his 
remarks on ploughing, ſowing, and other farm- 
ing operations. He ſeemed to be an abſurd pro- 
fane fellow, and had introduced in his book 
many ſneers at religion, with equal ignorance 
and conceit. Dr. Johnſon permitted me to read 
ſome paſſages aloud. One was, that he reſolv- 
ed to work on Sunday, and did work, but he 
owned he felt fome weak compuncticn.; and he 
bad this very curious reflection: — “ I was born 
in the wilds of Chriſtianity, and the briars and 
thorns ſtill hang about me.” Dr. Johnſon could 
not help laughing at this ridiculous image, yet 
was very angry at the fellow's impiety. How- 
ever (ſaid he,) the Reviewers will make him 
hang himſelf.” He however obferved, © that 
formerly there might have been a diſpenſation 
obtained for working on Sunday in the time of 
harveſt.” - Indeed in ritual obſervances, were 
all the miviſters of religion w hat they ſhould be, 
and what many of them are, ſuch a power might 
be wiſely and ſafely lodged with the Church. 
On Saturday, April 14, I drank tea with 
him. He praiſed the Jate Mr. Duncombe, of 
Canterbury, as a pleaſing man. © Hewſed to 


come to me: I did not ſeec much after hm. In- 
| deed 


Es 
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deed I never ſought much after any body. 1778. 

— — 
Zitat. * 
| when he ſent for me.“ BoswsLL. Rich- bo 


BosWELL, © Lord Orrery, I ſuppoſe.” Joux- 
6 * No. Sir, 1 never went to him but 


ardſon ?? Jonunson. *© Yes, Sir. But I 


ſought after George Pſalmanazar the moſt. I 
| uſed to 80 and fit \ W ith him at an alehouſe in _ 


city.” 8 
I am ha ppy 10 mention another fine 


which I diſcovered of his ſeeking after a man of 


merit. Soon after the Honourable Daines Bar- 
rington had publiſhed his excellent © Obſerva- 
tions on the Statutes,” Johnſon waited on that 


worthy and learned gentleman; and having 


told him his name, courteouſly ſaid, I have 
read your book, Sir, with great pleaſure, and 
with to be better known to you.” Thus began 
an acquaintance, which was continued with mu- 
tual regard as long as Johnſon lived. | 

Talking of a recent ſeditious delinquent, he 
ſaid, © They ſhould ſet him in the pillory, that 
he may be puniſhed in a way that would diſ- 
grace him.“ TI obſerved, that the pillory does 
not always diſgrace. And I mentioned an in- 
ſtance of a gentleman who I thought was not 
diſhonoured by it. JoHN SON. Aye, but 
he was, Sir. He could not mouth and ſtrut as 
he uſed to do, aſter having been there. People 


are not very willing to aſk a man to their tables 


who has ftood in the pillory.” 
The gentleman who had dined with us at 


Dr. Percy's came in. Johnſon attacked the 
Americans with intemperate vehemence of abuſe. 


I ſaid ſomething in their favour; and added, 
that I was always ſorry when he talked on that 
ſubject. This, it ſeems, exaſperated him; 

though he ſaid OY at the time. The cloud 


was 


43 
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1778. was charged with fulphureous vapour, which 
aas afterwards to burſt in thunder. We talked 
Eat. 69. of a gentleman who was running out his fortune 

in London: and I ſaid © We muſt get him out 
of it. All his friends muſt quarrel with him, 
and that will ſoon drive him away.” JoHNSON. 
„ Nay, Sir, we'll ſend you to him. If your 
company does not drive a man out of his houſe 
nothing will.” This was a horrible ſhock, for 
which there was no viſible caufe. I afterwards 
alked him why he had ſaid fo harſh a thing. 
| JonnsoN. © Becauſe, Sir, you had made me 
angry about the Americans.” - BoswELL. 
Fut why did not you take your revenge dirett- 
ly ?? JohNso. (ſmiling) © Becauſe, Sir, I had 
nothing ready. A man cannot ſtrike till he has 
his weapons.” This was a candid and pleaſant 
confeſſion. ; bg: 

He ſhewed me to-night his drawing-room, 
very genteelly fitted up; and ſaid, © Mrs. 
Thrale ſneered when I talked of my having 
aſked you and your lady to live at my houſe. 
I was obliged to tell her, that you would be in 
as reſpectable a ſituation in my houſe: as at hers. 
Sir, the inſolence of wealth will creep out.” 
BoswELL., © She has a little both of the inſo- 
lence of wealth, and the conceit of parts.” 
Jounson. © The inſolence of wealth is a 
wretched thing ; but the conceit of parts has 
fome foundation. To be ſure it ſhould not 
be. But who is without it? BoswELL. 
* Yourſelf, Sir.“ JoRN SON. Why I play 

: — Lou are ſix feet high, and you only do not 

We talked of the numbers of people that 
ſometimes have compoſed the houſhold of great 
families. I mentioned that there were a hund- 
red in the family of the preſent Earl of Eglin- 
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toune's father. Dr. Johnſon ſeeming to doubt 1778. 
it, I began to enumerate, © Let us ſee, my 8 


lord and my lady two.” JohNsON. Nay, 
Sir, if you are to count by twos, you may be 
long enough.” BOSWELI. Well, but now 
I add two ſons and ſeven daughters, and a ſer- 
vant for each, that will make twenty; ſo we 


have the fifth part already.” JohNsoN. 


<« Very true. You get at twenty pretty readily ; 


but you will not fo eaſily get further on. We 
grow to five feet pretty readily ; but it is not fo 


ealy to ſeven.” | 
On Sunday, April 19, being Eaſter-day, after 
the ſolemnities of the feſtival in St. Paul's church 


I viſited him, but could not ſtay to dinner. I 


expreſſed a wiſh to have the arguments for Chriſ- 


tianity always in readineſs, that my religious 


faith might he as firm and clear as any 
propoſition whatever, ſo that I need not be un- 
der the leaſt uneaſineſs when it ſhould be at- 


tacked. Jounson. * Sir, you cannot anſwer 


all objections. You have demonſtration for a 
firſt cauſe - you ſee he muſt be good as well as 


powerful, becauſe there is nothing to make him 
otherwiſe, and goodneſs of itſelf is preferable. 
Let you have againſt this, what is very certain, 


the unhappineſs of human life. This, however, 
gives us reaſon to hope for a future ſtate of com- 
| peg that there may be a perfect ſyſtem. 
But of that we were not ſure till we had a poſi- 
tive revelation.” I told him, that his Raſſe- 
las” had often made me unhappy ; for it repre- 
fented the miſery of human life ſo well, and fo 
convincing to a thinking mind, that if at any 
time the impreſſion wore off, and I felt myſelf 
eaſy, I began to ſuſpe ſome deluſion. 
On Monday, April 20, I found him at home 
in the morning. We talked of a gentleman 
| | who 
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1778. who we apprehended was gradually involving 
his circumſtances by bad management. Jorn 
Etat. (9 o. © Waſting a fortune is evaporation by a 
thouſand imperceptible means. If it were a 
ſtream, they'd ſtop it. You muſt fpeak to him. 
It is really miſerable. Were he a gameſter, it 
could be ſaid he had hopes of winning. Were 
he a bankrupt in trade, he might have grown 
rich; but as he has neither ſpirit to ſpend, nor 
reſolution to ſpare. He does not ſpend faſt 
enough to have pleaſure from it. He has the 
.crime of prodigality, and the wretchedneſs of 
parſimony. If a man is killed in a duel, he is 
killed as many a one has been killed; but it is a 
fad thing for a man to lie down and die; to 
bleed to death, becauſe he has not fortitude e- 
nough to ſear the wound, or even to ſtitch it up.” 
F cannot but pauſe a moment to admire the fe. 
cundity of fancy, and choice of language, which 
in this inſtance, and indeed upon almoſt all oc- 
cCaſions, he diſplayed. It was well obſerved by 
Dr. Percy, naw biſhop of Dromore, © The 
converſation of Johnſon is ſtrong and clear, and 
may be compared to an antique ſtatue, where 
every vein and muſcle is diſtin and bold. Or- 
dinary converſation reſembles an inferiour caſt.” 
On Saturday, April 25, I dined with him at 
Sir Joſhua Reynolds's, with the learned Dr. 
— Muſgrave, Counſellor Leland of Ireland, fon 
to the hiſtorian, Mrs. Cholmondely, and ſome 
more ladies. © The Project,“ a new poem, 
was read to the company by Dr. Muſgrave. 
Joh NSsON. Sir, it has no power. Were it not 
for the well-known names with which it is fall- 
ed, it would be nothing : the names carry the 
poet, not the poet the names.” Muscrave.. 
* A temporary poem always entertains us.” 
| Se cop es nes : , # 
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he was called, (that is, the tranſlator of De- 
moſthenes,) was the moſt ſilent man, the mereſt 
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Jon N SON. So does an account of the crimi- 1778. 
tain us. Lo 
nals hanged yeſterday entertain us * 54/4 


He proceeded :—* Demoſthenes Taylor, as 


ſtatue of a man that I bave ever ſeen. I once 
dined in company with him; and all he ſaid du- 


ring the whole time was no more than Richard. 
How a man ſhould ſay only Richard, it is not 


eaſy to imagine. But it was thus: Dr. Douglas 


was talking of Dr. Zachary Grey, and aſcribing 
to him ſomething that was written by Dr. Rich- 
ard Grey. 80 to correct him, Taylor ſaid, 


nod,) © Richard.” K . 
Mrs. Cholmondely, in a high flow of ſpirits, 
exhibited ſome lively ſallies of hyperbolical 


(imitating his affected ſententious emphaſis and 


compliment to Johnlon, with whom ſhe: had 


been long acquainted, and was very ealy. He 
was quick in catching the manner of the mo- 
ment, and anſwered her ſomewhat in the ſtyle 
of the hero of a romance, Madam, you 
crown me with unfading laurels.” _ 

1 happened, I know not how, to fay that a 
pamphlet meant a proſe piece. JoHNSON. No, 
Sir, A few ſheets of poetry unbound are a 


pamphlet, as much as a few ſheets of proſe.” 


MuscRravE. © A pamphlet may be underſtood 
to mean a poetical piece, in Weſtminſter-hall, 
that is in formal language; but in common lan- 
guage it is underſtood to mean proſe.” JonHx- 
'SON. (and here was one of the many inſtances 
of his knowing clearly and telling exactly how 
a thing is) A pamphlet is underſtood in com- 
mon language to mean. proſe, only from this, 


| that there is ſo much more proſe written than 


poetry; as when we ſay a book, proſe is under-- 
food for the ſame reaſon, though a book may 
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1778. as well be in poetry as in proſe. We under- 
D ſtand what is moſt general, and we name what 


69515 leſs frequent.” 
We talked of a certain lady's verſes on Ire- 
land. Miss RETNOIDS. Have you feen 
them, Sir?“ JonnsoN. © No, madam. I have 
feen a tranſlation from Horace, by one of her 
daughters. She ſhewed it me.“ Miss Revy- 
NOLDs. © And how was it Sir?“ Jon xNsON. 
« Why very well, for a young Miſs's verſes; 
that is to ſay, compared with excellence, no- 
thing ; but very well, for the perſon who wrote 
them. I am vexed at being ſhewn verſes in 
that manner.“ Miss REeyNoLDs. © But if 
they ſhould be good, why not give them heart 
praiſe ?? JoansoN. © Why, Madam, becauſe 
I have not then got the better of my bad hu- 
mour from having been ſhewn them. You muſt 
_ conſider, Madam; before hand they may be 
bad as well as good. Nobody has a right to 
put another under ſuch a difficulty, that he muſt 
either hurt the perſon by telling the truth, or 
hurt himſelf by telling what is not true.“ Bos- 
., WELL. © A man often ſhews his writings to 
people of eminence, to obtain from them, ei- 
ther from their good-nature, or from their not 
being able to tell the truth firmly, a commenda- 
tion, of which he may afterwards avail him-- 
ſelf.“ JonnsoN. © Very true, Sir. Therefore, 
a man whois aſked by an authour what he thinks 
of his work, 1s put to the torture, and is not 
obliged to ſpeak the truth; ſo that what he = 
is not to be conſidered as his opinion; yet he 
has ſaid it, and cannot retract it; and this au- 
- thour, when mankind are hunting him with a 
canniſter at his tail, can ſay, © I would not have 
publiſhed, had not Johnſon, or Reynolds, or 
Muſgrave, or ſome other good Eh cg" 
yg TY | *" 
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ed the work.” Let I conſider it as a very dif- 1178. 
ficult queſtion in conſcience, whether one ſhould 1-4 
adviſe a man not to publiſh a work, if profit be 2 
his object; for the man can ſay, Had it not 
been for you, I ſhould have had the money.” 
Now you cannot. be ture; for you have only 
your own opinion, and the public may think 
very differently.” SIR JosHua REvyNoOLDs. 
« You muſt upon fuch an occaſion have two 
judgments; one as to. the real value of the 
work, the other as ro what may pleaſe the ge- 
| neral taſte at the time.” JoaynsoN: © But you 
can be ſure of neither; and therefore I ſhould 
> ſcruple much to give a ſuppreſſive vote. Both 
WW Goldſmith's comedies were once refuſed ; his 
firſt by Garrick, his ſecond by Colman, who 
| was prevailed on at laſt by much ſolicitation, 
| nay, a kind of force, to bring it on. His © Vicar 
. of Wakefield', I myſelf did not think would 
have had much ſucceſs. It was written and. 
| ſold to a bookſeller before his Traveller, but 
publiſhed after; fo little expectation had the 
kſeller from it. Had it been fold after © The 
Traveller,” he might have had twice as much 
money for it, though fixty guineas was no mean 
price. The bookſeller had the advantage of 
Goldſmith's reputation from The Traveller, 
in the fale, though he had it not in ſelling the 
copy.” Sir JosHUa REyNOLDs. © The Beg- 
gar's Opera affords a proof how ſtrangely peo- 
ple w ill differ in opinion about a literary per- 
formance. Burke thinks it has no merit.“ 
3 It was refuſed by one of the 
ouſes; but I ſhould have thought it would ſuc- 
ceed, not from any great excellence in the wri- 
ting, but from the novelty, and the general ſpi- 
rit, and g.tety of the piece, which keeps the 
. 1 audience 
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works, that there might be a complete edition. 
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1778. audience always attentive, and diſmiſſes them 


in good humour.“ | 

| We went to the drawing-room, where was a 
confiderable increaſe of company. Several of 
us got round Dr. Johnſon, and complained that 
he would not give us an exact catalogue of his 


He ſmiled, and evaded our intreaties. That he 
intended to do it I have no doubt, becauſe 1 
have beard him ſay ſo; and T have in my poſ- 
ſeſſion an imperfect liſt, fairly written out, which 
he entitles Hiſtoria Studiorum. I once got from 
one of his friends a Hiſt, which there was pretty 


good reaſon to ſuppoſe was accurate, for it was 


written down in his preſence by this friend, who 
enumerated each article aloud, and had ſome of 


them mentioned to him by Mr. Levett, in con- 


cert with whom it was made out; and Johnſon, 


who heard all this, did not contradict it. But 


when I ſhewed a copy of this liſt to him, and 
mentioned the evidence for its exactneſs, he 
laughed and ſaid, I was willing to let them go 


on as they pleaſed, and never interfered.” Upon 


which I read it to him, article by article, and 
got him poſitively to own or refuſe ; and then 
having. obtained certainty fo far, I got ſome 
other articles confirmed by him directly, and 
afterwards, from time to time, made additions 


under his ſanction. 


ſand of The Gentleman's Magazine; yet ſuch 
was then his minute attention and anxiety that 


His friend Edward Cave having been men- 


tioned, he told us, Cave uſed to ſell ten thou- 


the ſale ſhould not feel the ſmalleſt diminution, 
that he would name a particular perſon who he 
heard. had talked of leaving off the magazine, 
and would ſay, Let us have ſomething good 
next month.” | $15 ACE 
It 
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| p It was obſerved, that avarice was inherent in 1778. 
ome diſpoſitions. Jonans0N. © No man was r 
born a miſer, bevuſh no man was born to poſ- Mat: 6H: 


ſeſſion. Every man is born or nA rn of 
getting; but not auarus—deſirous of keeping.” 
BoswELL. *< I have heard old Mr. Sheridan 
maintain, with much ingenuity, that a com- 


plete miſer is a happy man; a miſer who gives 
himſelf wholly. to the one paſſion of ſaving.” 
Jonx80N. © That is flying in the face of all the 


world, who. have called an avaricious man a 
miſer, becauſe he is miſerable. No, Sir; a man 
who both ſpends and ſaves money is the happieſt 
man, becauſe he has both enjoyments . 
The conver ſation having turned on bon mots, 
he quoted from one of the Ana an exquiſite in- 
ſtance of flattery in a maid of honour in France, 
who being. aſked by the Queen what o'clock it 
was, anſwered, .** What your Majeſty pleaſes.” 
He admitted that Mr. Burke's claſſical pun upon 
Mr. Wilkes's being carried on the ſhoulders of 
the mob, $9.5 5 
2 % numeriſque fertur 
Lege ſolutus, oy 
was admirable ; and though he was ſtrangely. 
unwilling to allow to that extraordinary man the 
talent of wit“, he alſo laughed with approba- 


7 See this queſtion fully inveſtigated in the Notes upon 
my © Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides,” edit. 3, p. 21, 
et ſeg. And here, as a lawyer mindtul of the maxim 
ſur cuigue tribuito, I cannot forbear to mention, that the 
adMional note beginning with * I find fince the former 
edition,” is not mine, but was obligingly furniſhed by Mr. 
Malone, who was ſo kind as to ſuperintend the preſs 
while I was in Scotland, and the firſt part of the ſecond 
edition was printing. He would not allow me to aſcribe 
it to its proper authour; but as it is exquiſitely acute and 
elegant, I he this opportunity, without his knowledge, to 
do kim juſlice. : ? | 
| „ tion 
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1778. tion at another of his playful conceits; which 
Tir Fu; was, that © Horace has in one line given a de- 
“ ſeription of a good defirable manour : | 


Bp modus in rebus, ſunt certi denique fines. 


that is to ſay, a modus as to the tithes and cer- 
% 5 
He obſerved, © A man cannot with proprie- 
ty ſpeak of himſelf, except he relates ſimple 
facts; as, I was at Richmond ?? or what de- 
pends on menſuration; as, I am fix feet high.” 
He is ſure he has been at Richmond; he is ſure 
he is ſix feet high: but he cannot be ſure he is 
wiſe, or that he has any other excellence. Then, 
all cenſure of a man's ſelf is oblique praiſe. It 
is in order to ſhew how much he can ſpare. It 
has all the invidiouſneſs of ſelf-praiſe, and all 
the reproach of falſehood.” BoswELL. © Some- 
times it may proceed from a man's ſtrong con- 
ſciouſneſs of his faults being obſerved. He 
knows that others would throw him down, and 
therefore he had better lye down ſoftly of his 
own accord.” | „ 
On Tueſday, April 28, be was engaged to 
dine at General Paoli's, where, as I have al- 
ready obſerved, I was ſtill entertained in ele- 
| gant hoſpitality, and with all the eaſe and com- 
1 fort of a home. I called on him, and accom- 
| | | panied him in a hackney-coach. We ſtopped 


— 
— — —— Oo—_ 


firſt at the bottom of Hedge-lane, into which 

| he went to leave a letter, © with good news for 

= | a a poor man in diſtreſs,” as he told me. I did 

ll not queſtion him particularly as to this. He 

10 himſelf often reſembled Lady Bolingbroke's 
lively deſcription of Pope: that © he was wn 
politique aux choux et aux raves.” He would lay, 
Lei dine to day in Groſvenor-ſquare;” this * 
| a : | e 


ö 
| 
| 
| 
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be with a Duke : or perhaps, “ dine to day 1778. 
at the other end of the town:“ or, A gentle- N 
man of great eminence called on me yeſterday.” —_ OO 
He loved thus to keep things floating in con- 
jecture: Omne ignotum ' hs magnifico eſt. I be- 
lieve I ventured to diſſipate the cloud, to un- 
veil the myſtery, more freely and frequently 
than any of his friends. We ſtopped again at 
Wirgman's, the corner of St. James's-ſtreet, a 
zoy-ſhop, to which he hag been directed, but not 
clearly, for he ſearched about ſome time, and 
could not find it at firſt; and ſaid, © To direct 
one only to a corner ſhop is 7oying with one.” 
I ſuppoſe he meant this as a play upon the word 
toy: it was the firſt time that I knew him ſtoop 
to ſuch ſport. After he had been ſome time in 
the ſhop, he ſent for me to come out of the 
coach, and help him to chooſe a pair of filver- 
buckles, as thoſe he had were too ſmall. Pro- 
bably this alteration in dreſs had been fuggeſted 
by Mrs. Thrale, by aſſociating with whom, his 
external appearance was much improved. He 
got better clothes ; and the dark colour, from 
which he never deviated, was enlivened by 
metal buttons. His wigs too, were much bet- 
ter; and during their travels in France, he was 
furniſhed with a Paris-made wig, of handſome 
conſtruction. This chooſing of filver buckles 
was a negociation : Sir, (ſaid he) I will not 
have the ridiculous large ones now in faſhion ; 
and I will give* no more than a guinea for a 
pair.“ Such were the principles of the buſineſs; 
and, after ſome examination, he was fitted. 
As we drove along, I found him in a talking 
humour, of which 1 availed myſelf. BoswRLL. 
J was this morning in Ridley's ſhop, Sir; 
and was told, that the collection called © John- 
ſoniand has fold very much.” JoHN SON. Yet 


| the 


* 
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1778. the Journey to the Hebrides has not had great 
r 88. fale*.” Bosw ELI. That is ſtrange.— IoHN - 


3 gon. © Yes, Sir; for in that book I have told 
the world a great deal that they did not know 


Boswzlr. I drank chocolate, Sir, this 
forenoon with Mr. Eld; and tomy no ſmall 


ſurprize, found him to be n Whig, 
a being which I did not believe had exiſted.” — 
Jouns0N. * dir, therE are raſcals in all coun- 
tries.” FoswELL. © Eld ſaid, a Tory was a 
creature generated between a non-juring parſon 
and one's grand-mother.” JoyxsoN. © And 1 
have always ſaid, the firſt Whig was the De- 
vil.” BoswELL. © He certainly was, Sir. The 
Devil was impatient of ſubordination; he was 
the firſt who reſiſted power: | 


0 Better to reign in Hell than ſerve in Heaven.” 


At General Paolrs were Sir Joſhua Reynolds, 
Mr. Langton, Marcheſe Gherardi of Lombardy, 
and Mr. John 5pottiſwoode, of Spottiſwoodet, 

dhe ſolicitor. At this time fears of an invaſion 
were circulated ; to obviate which, Mr. Spot- 
tiſwoode obſerved, that Mr. Fraſer the engi- 
neer, who had lately come from Dunkirk, ſaid, 


* Here he either was miſtaken, or had a different notion 
of an extenſive ſale from what is generally entertained :— 
for the fact is, that four thouſand copies of that excellent 
work were fold very quickly. A new edition has been 
printed ſince his death, beſides that in the collection of his 
works. | . ä 

＋ In the phraſeology of Scotland, I ſhould have ſaid, 
« Mr. EI jr F that ith.” Johnſon knew that 
ſenſe of the word very well, and has thus explained it in 
his Dictionary, voce Ii.x—* It alſo ſignifies * the ſame; 
as, Mackintyh of that It, denotes a gentleman whoſe ſur- 
name and the title of his eſtate are the ſame.” “ 


that 
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that the French had the fame fears of us.— 
ere It is thus that mutual cowardice 
eeps us in peace. Were one half of mankind 
- brave, and one half cowards, the brave would 
be always beating the cowards. Were all 
brave, x dl would lead a very uneaſy life; all 
would be continually fighting : but being all 
cowards, we go on very well.“ | 
We talked of drinking wine. JoHns0N.— 
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I require wine only when I am alone. I have 


then often wiſhed for it, and often taken it.“ 
SPOTTISWOODE. © What, by way of a com- 
panion, Sir?“ JohxsON. © To get rid of my- 
ſelf, to fend myſelf away. Wine gives great 
pleaſure ; and every pleaſure is of itſelf a good. 
It is a good, unleſs counterbalanced by evil. A 
man may have a ftrong reaſon not to drink 
wine; and that may be greater than the pleaſure. 
Wine makes a man hetter pleafed with himſelf. 
do not fay that it makes him more pleafing to 
others. Sometimes it does. But the danger is, 
that while a man grows better pleaſed with him- 
ſelf, he may be growing leſs pleaſing to others}. 
Wine gives a man nothing. It neither gives 
him knowledge nor wit; it only animates a man, 
and enables him to bring out what a dread of 
the company has repreſſed. It only puts in mo- 
tion what has been locked up in froſt. But this 
may be good, or it may be bad.” Sporrrs- 
WOOD R. So, Sir, wine is a key which opens 


a box: but this box may be either full or empty.“ 


-Jonxsox. Nay, Sir, converſation is the 


It is obſerved in Waller's Life, in the Biographia Brit- 
tannica, that while he ſat in a company who were drinkin 


wine, he had the dexterity to accommodate his diſcourſe 
to the pitch of theirs as it un.. If exceſs in drinking be 


meant, the remark is acutely juſt. But ſurely, a moderate 
uſe of wine gives a galety of ſpirits which water-drinkers 
know not. | . 


key: 
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key: wine is a pick- lock which forces open the 
box and injures it. A man ſhould cultivate his 


mind ſo as to have that confidence and readineſs 


without wine, which wine gives.” BoswELL. 


The great difficulty of reſiſting wine is from 


benevolence. For inſtance, a good worthy man 


aſks you to taſte his wine which he has had 


twenty years in his cellar.” / JoyxsoN. Sir, 


all this notion ut benevolence ariſes from a 


man's imagining himſelf to be of more import- 


ance to others, than he really is. They don't 


care a farthing whether he drinks wine or not.“ 
Six Jos HVA REYNOLDS. © Yes, they do for 
the time“ JohxNSON. For the time !—If 
they care this minute, they forget it the next.— 
And as for the good worthy man; how do we 
know he is good and worthy ? No good and 


_ worthy man will inſiſt upon another man's drink- 


ing wine. As to the wine twenty years in the 


cellar—of ten men, three ſay this, merely be- 


cauſe they muſt ſay ſomething; three are telling 


a lie, when they ſay they have had the wine 


twenty years ;—three would rather fave the 


wine one, perhaps, cares. I allow it is ſome- 


thing to pleaſe one's. company; and people are 


always pleaſed. with thoſe who partake pleaſure 
with them. But after a man has brought him- 
ſelf to relinquiſh the great perſonal pleaſure 


which ariſes from drinking wine, any other con- 


ſideration is a trifle. To pleaſe others by drink- 


ing wine, is ſomething, only if there be no- 


thing againſt it. I ſhould, however, be ſorry to 
offend worthy men; e 


Curſt be the verſe, how well ſoe er it flow, 


* That tends to make one worthy man my foe.” 


BoswsLL. “ Curſt be the ſpring, the water.” 
Joynson. © But let us confider what a fad 


— 
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» WH thing it would be, if we were obliged to drink 1778. 
or 45 any thing elſe that may happen to be . 
ö agreeable to the company where we are. . 


LAN GTON. By the fame rule you muſt join 
with a gang of cut- purſes.“ Jonnso0N. Nes, 
| Sir: but yet we muſt do juſtice to wine ; we 
muſt allow it the power it poſſeſſes, To make 


a man pleaſed with himſelf, let me tell you, is 


| 


doing a very great thing; 


© $i patriæ volumus, ſi Nobis vivere cari.” 


1 


I was at this time myſelf a water. drinker up- 


f WS on trial by Johnſon's recommendation. Jon x- 
. SON. © Boſwell is a bolder combatant than Sir 
Joſhua: he argues for wine without the help of 
| wine; but Sir Joſhua with it.“ StR Josnva 
. REYNOLDS. *© But to pleaſe one's company is a 
5 ſtrong motive.” JohxNSO VN. (who, from drink- 


ing only water, ſuppoſed every body who drank 

| wine to be elevated,) 1 won't argue any more 

with you, Sir. You are too far gone.“ SIR 

os HVA. © I ſhould have thought ſo indeed, 

| Sir, had I made ſuch a ſpeech as you have now 

done.” JohNsON. (drawing himſelf in, and, 

| I really thought, bluſhing,) © Nay, don't be an- 
gry. I did not mean to offend you.” Six Jo- 
SHUA. © At firſt the taſte of wine was diſagree- 
able to me; but 1 brought myſelf to drink it, 
that I might be like other people. The pleaſure 
of drinking wine is fo connected with pleaſing 

| your company, that altogether there is ſomething 
of ſocial goodneſs in it.“ Jounson. Sir, 
this is only ſaying the ſame thing over again.“ 
SIR JOSHUA. ** No, this is new.” JoHNs0N. 
* You put it in new words, but it is an old 
thought. This is one of the diſadvantages of 

wine. It makes a man miſtake words for 

„„ thoughts.“ 
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thoughts.” BoswELI. I think it is a new 
thought; at leaſt, it is a new aztitude.” Jonx- 
'8ON.. © Nay, Sir, it is only in a new coat; or an 
old coat with a new facing. (Then laughing 
heartily) It is the old dog in a new doublet. An 


extraordinary inſtance however may occur where 


a man's patron will do nothing for him, unleſs 
he will drink: 7here may be a good reaſon for 

I mentioned a nobleman who believed was 
really uneaſy if his company would not drink 
hard. Johx SON. That is from having had 


people about him whom he had been accuſtemed 


to command.” BoswELL. Suppoſing I ſhould 


be: rte d Fete with him at table. Jounson.— 


Sir, there is no more reafon for your drinking 
with im, than his being ſober with you. Bos- 
WELL. * Why that is true; for it would do him 


Teſs hurt to be ſober, than it would do me to get 
drunk. JehNSsON. © Yes, Sir, and from what 


E have heard of him, one would not with to ſa- 


ertfce himſelf to fuch a man. If be muſt al- 


ways have ſomebody to- drink with him, he 
ſhould buy a flave, and then he would be fare 
to have it. They who ſubmit to drink as ano- 
cher pleaſes, make themſelves his ſlaves.“ Bos- 
WELL. But, Sir, you will ſurely make allow- 
ance for the duty of hoſpitality. A gentleman 
who-loves drinking comes to viſit me.” Jonn- 
$ON.. © Sir, a man knows whom he viſits; he 
comes to the table of a ſober man.” BOSWELI. 
But, Sir, you and I ſhould not have been fo 
well received in the Highlands and Hebrides, if 
E had not drank with our worthy friends. Had 
Edrunk water only as you did, they would not 


| have been ſo cordial?” Jouxson. © Sir Wil- 


Ham Temple mentionsthat in his travels through 


the Netherlands he had two or three gentlemen 
| | with 


hen wet Bred A VN; op hk FA . ud . 
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W with him, and when a bumper was neceſſary he 1778. 


put it on them. Were to travel again through 
the Highlands, I would have Sir Joch with 
me to take the bumpers.” BoSsW ELI. But, 
Sir, let me put a caſe. Suppoſe Sir Joſhua 
ſhould take a jaunt into Scotland; he does me 


the honour to pay me a viſit at my houſe in the 


country; I am overjoyed ſeeing him; we are 
uite by ourſelves; ſhall I unſociably and chur- 


Iifhly let him fit drinking by himſelf? No, no, 


my dear Sir Joſhua, you ſhall not be treated fo, 
I will take a bottle with you.” | 


The celebrated Mrs. Rudd being mentioned, 


| JoirxsoN. © Fifteen years ago I ſhould have 
| gore to ſee her.” SroTTIswooDpE. © Becauſe 


1e was fifteen years younger?“ Jouns0N. 
% No, Sir; but now they have a trick of put- 


ting every thing into the news-papers.” ; 


He begged of General Paoli to repeat one of 
the ioo ſtanzas of the firſt book of Taſ- 
lo's © Jeruſalem,” which he did, and then 

ohnſon found fault with the ſimile of ſweeten- 
ing the edges of a cup for a child, being trans- 
ferred from Lucretius into an epick poem. The 
general ſaid he did not imagine Homer's poetry 


was ſo ancient as is ſuppoſed, becauſe he aſeribes 


to a Greek colony circumſtances of refinement 


not found in Greece itſelf ata later period, when 


Thucydides wrote. JohNSsON. I recollect 
but one paſſage quoted by Thucydides from Ho- 
mer, which is not to be found in our copies of 
Homer's works ; I am for the antiquity of Ho- 
mer, and think that a Grecian colony by being 
nearer Perſia might be more refined than the 


mother count 


On Wedneſday, April 29, I dined with him 
at Mr. Allan Ramſay's, where were Lord Bin- 
ning, Dr. Robertſon the hiſtorian, Sir Joſhua 

| Reynolds, 
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7778- Reynolds, and the Honourable Mrs. Boſcawen, m 
1 widow of the Admiral, and mother of the pre- b. 
Ear. 69. fent Viſcount Falmouth, of whom, if it be not 

preſumptuous in me to praiſe her, I would ſay, 
that her manners are the moſt agreeable, and her 
converſation the beſt of any lady with whom I BWW." 
ever had the happineſs to be acquainted. Be- R 
fore Johnſon came we talked a good deal of th 
bim; Ramſay ſaid he had always found him a 
very polite man, and that he treated him with Ml © 
very great reſpect, which he did very ſincerely. | 
TI faid I worſhipped him. RogERT SON. But 
ſome of you ſpoil him; you ſaould not worſhip Ml © 
him; you ſhould worſhip no man. BoSwWEILI. 
I cannot help worſhipping him, he is ſo much 
ſuperior to other men.” ROBERTSON. © In 
eriticiſm, and in wit in converſation. he is no 
doubt very excellent; but in other reſpects he 
is not above other men; he will believe any 
thing, and will ſtrenuouſſy defend the moſt mi- 
nute circumftance connected with the church of 
England.” 'BoswzLs. © Believe me, Doctor, 
you are much miſtaken as to this; for when you 
talk with him calmly in private, he is very libe- 
ral in his way of thinking.” ROBERT SON.— 
« Heand I have been always very gracious ;— 
the firſt time I met him was one evening at Stra- 
han's, when he had juſt had an unlucky alter- 
cation with Adam Smith, to whom he had been 
fo rough, that Strahan, after Smith was gone, | 
had remonſtrated with him, and told him that | 
I was coming ſoon, and that he was uneafy to 
N think that he might behave in the fame manner 
to me. No, no, Sir, (ſaid Johnſon,) I warrant | 
you Robertſon and I ſhall do very well, Ac- 
cordingly he was gentle. and good-humoured, 
and courteous with me the whole evening; and 
he has been ſoupon every occaſion that we have | 


jp of 4 © 
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Hor my good reception.” BoswEITI. His 
power of reaſoning is very ſtrong, and he has a 
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have been in a great meaſure indebted to Smith 


peculiar art of drawing characters, which is as 
rare as good portrait painting.” Sir JosHUA 


RzeyNoOLDs. © He is undoubtedly admirable in 


this; bur, in order to mark the characters 


| which he draws, he overcharges them, and gives 


people more than they really have, whether of 
good or bad.“ 3 | | 
No ſooner did he, of whom we had been 


thus talking ſo eafily, arrive, than we were all 


as quietas a ſchool upon the entranceof the head 
wel and were very ſoon ſet down to ſuch 


ood things as contributed not a little to diſpoſe = 


him to be pleaſed. | | 
RAMs AV. Iam old enough to have been a 
contemporary of Pope. His poetry was highly 


admired in his life-time, more a great deal than 
after his death. JounsoN. Sir, it has not 
| beenleſs admired after his death; noauthoursever 


had ſo much fame in their own life-time as Pope 
and Voltaire; and Pope's poetry has been as 


much admired after his death as during his life; 


it has only not been as much talked of, but that 
is owing to its being now more diſtant, and 

ple having other writings to talk of. Virgil is 
leſs talked of than Pope, and Homer is leſs talk- 
ed of than Virgil; but they are not leſs admired. 
We muſt read what the world reads at the mo- 
ment. It has been maintained that this ſuperfœ- 


tation, this teeming of the preſs in modern times, 
is prejudical to good literature, becauſe itobliges 


us to read ſo much of what is of inferior value, 
in order to be in the faſhion; ſo that better 
works are neglected for want of time, becauſe 
a man will have more gratification of his vanity 

| : in 
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in converſation, from having read modern books, 


than from having read the beſt works of antiquity. 


no more knowledge generally diffuſed; all our 
ladies read now, which is a great extenſion.— 
Modern writers are the moons of literature, 


they ſhine with reſſected light, with light bor. | 


rowed from the ancients, Greece appears to 
me to be the fountain of knowledge; Rome of 


_ elegance,” Raysay. © I ſuppoſe Homer's Iliad 
to be a collection of pieces which had been | 
written before his time. I ſhould like to ſee a 


tranſlation of it in poetical proſe like the book 


of Ruth or Job.” RogER TSO. Would you 


Dr. Johnſon, who are maſter of the Engliſh lan- 
guage, but try your hand upon a part of it.“ 
JonxsOoN. Sir, you could not read it without 
the pleaſure of verſe*.” 

We talked of antiquarian reſearches. Jorn- 
SON. All chat is really kzown of the ancient 
ſtate of Britain is contained in a few pages. We 
can know no more than what the old writers 
have told us; yet what large books have we 
upon it, the whole of which excepting ſuch 
parts as are taken from-thoſe old writers is all a 


dream, ſuch as Whitaker's Mancheſter.“ I 


have heard Henry's © Hiſtory of Britain well 


ſpoken of, I am told it is carried on in ſeparate 


diviſions, as the civil, the military, the religi- 
ous hiſtory ; I wiſh much to have one branch 
well done, and that is the hiſtory of manners, 
of common life.” RozxxTs0N. © Henry ſhould 
have applied his attention to that alone, which 
is enough for any man; and he might have found 


This experiment which Madame Dacier made in vain, 
has fince been tried in our own language, by the editor of 
„ Oſfan,” and we muſt either think very meanly of his 
abilities, or allow that Dr. Johnſon was in the right. 
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a great deal ſcattered in various books, had he 1778. 


read ſolely with that view. Henry erred in not 
ſelling bis firſt volume at a moderate price to the 
bookſellers, that they might have puſhed him on 
till he had got reputation. I ſold my © Hiſtory 
of Scotland at a moderate price, as a work by 
which the bookſellers might either gain-or not; 
and Cadell has told me that Millar and he have 
got fix thouſand pounds by it. I afterwards re- 
ceived a much higher price for my writings. An 


aut hour ſhould fell his firſt work for what the 


bookſellers will give, till it ſhall appear whe- 


| ther he is an authour of merit, or, which is the 


Tame thing as to purchaſe-money, an authour 
who pleaſes the public“. = | 


Dr. Robertſon. expatiated on the charaQer-of 


à certain nobleman:; that he was one of the 


ſtrongeſt-minded men that ever lived; that he 
would tfit in company quite ſluggiſh, while there 


was nothing to call forth his intellectual vigour; 
but the moment that any important fubje& was 
ſtarted, for inſtance, how this country 1s to be 
defended againſt a French invaſion, be would 


rouſe himſelf, and ſhew his extraordinary talents 


with the moſt powerful ability and animation.” 
JonnsoN. © Yet this man cut his own throat. 
The true ſtrong and ſound mind is the mind that 
can embrace equally great things and ſmall. — 
Now T am told the Ling of Pruſſia will fay to a 
ſervant, © Bring me a bottle of ſuch a wine, which 
came in ſuch a year; it lies in ſuch a corner-ofthe 
cellars.” I would have a man to be great in great 
things, and elegant in little things.“ He ſaid to 
me afterwards, when we were by ourſelves,. 


Robertſon was in a mighty romantic humour, he 


talked of one whom he did not know; but I down- 
ei him with the king of Pruſſia.” © Yes, Sir, (ſaid 
I.) you threw a bottle at his head.” 1. 
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An ingenious gentleman was mentioned, con- 


cerning whom both Robertſon and Ramſay agreed 
that he had a conſtant firmneſs of mind; for af- 


ter a laborious day, and a multiplicity of cares 
and anxieties, he would fit down with his ſiſters 
and be quite cheerful and good-humoured. Such | 
a diſpoſition. it was obſerved, was a happy gift | 
of nature. JoansoN. I do not think ſo; a 
man has from nature a certain portion of mind; 


the uſe he makes of it depends upon his own 


free will. That a man has always the ſame firm- 
neſs of mind I do not ſay; becauſe every man 
feels his mind leſs firm at one time than at ano- 
ther; but I think a man's being in a good or bad 


humour depends upon his will.“ I, however, 


could not help thinking that a man's humour is 


often uncontroulable by his will. 


Johnſon harangued againſt drinking wine, A 


man (ſaid he) may cho ſe whether he will have 


abſtemiouſneſs and knowledge, or claret and 


ignorance.“ Dr. Robertſon (who is very compa- 


nionable) was beginning to diſſent as to the pro- 
ſcription of claret. JounsoN. (with a. placid 
ſmile) © Nay, Sir, you ſhall not differ with me; 
as I have ſaid that the man is moſt perfect who 
takes in the moſt things, I am for knowledge 
and claret.” ROBRERTSON. (holding a glaſs of 


- generous claret in his hand) Sir, I can only 


drink your health.” JoansoN. © Sir, I ſhould 


be ſorry if you ſhould be ever in ſuch a ſtate as to 


be able to do nothing more. RoBERTSON.— 
Dr. Johnſon, allow me to ſay, that iu one re- 


ſpect I have the advantage of you; when you 


were in Scotland you would nct come to hear 
any of our preachers, whereas when I am here, I 
attend your public worſhip without ſcruple, and 
indeed with great ſatisfaction.” Jonxson.— 
Why, Sir, chat is not ſo extraordinary: the 
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to the King of Siam“.“ | ROOT In 

Here my friend for once diſcovered a-want of 
knowledge or forgetfulneſs ; for Louis the Four- 
ch BY tcenth did ſend an embaſſy to the King of Siam, 


Ut and the Abbe Choiſis, who was employed in it, 


2 BY publiſhed an account of it in two volumes. 


d; Next day, Thurſday, April 30, I found him at 


vo By home by himſelf. JOHNSON. Well, Sir, Ram- 
m fay gave us a ſplendid dinner. I love Ramſay. 
an By You will not find a man in whoſe converſation 
10- chere is more inſtruction, more information, and 
ad BY more elegance, than in Ramſay's.” BOoSW EIL. 
er, What I admire in Ramſay, is his continuing 
to be ſo young.” JornsoN. © Why yes, Sir, 
it is to be admired. I value myſelf upon this, 
A that there is nothing of the old man in m con- 
ve Bl verſation. I am now fixty-etght, and I have 
ind BY no more of it than at twenty-eight.” Bos WEIL. 
“But, Sir, would not you with to know old 
age? He who 1s never an old man does not 
know the whole of human life; for old age is 
one of the diviſions of it.” Joaunson. © Nay, 
Sir, what talk is this? Bosw ELL. I mean, Sir, 
the Sphinx's deſcription of it—morning, noon, 
and night. I would know night, as well as 
morning and noon.” JoHN SON. What, Sir, 
would you know what it is to feel the evils of 
old age? Would you have the gout? Would 
you have decrepitude ?”—Seeing him heated, I 
would not argue any farther ; but I was confi- 
dent that I was 1a the right. I would, in due 
nme, bea Neſtor, an elder of the people ; and 
there ſhould be ſome difference between the con- 
verfation of twenty-eight and fixty-eight. A 
grave picture ſhould not be gay. There is a ſe- 
rene, ſolemn, placid old age. Joxxson. © Mrs. 
Vor. III. F 

* Mrs. Piozzi confidently mentions this as having paſſed 

W un $cotland. © Anecdotes,” p. 62. 
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Thrale*s mother ſaid of me what flattered me 
much. A clergyman was complaining of want 
of ſociety in the country where he lived; and 
faid, They talk of runts; (that is young cows). 
© Sir, (faid Mrs. Saluſbury,) Mr. Johnſon would 
learn to talk of runts: meaning that I was a 


man who would make the moſt of my ſituation, 


whatever it was.” He added, © I think myſelf 
a very polite man.” . ap 
On Saturday, May 2, I dined with him at 
Sir Joſhua Reynolds's, where there was a very 
large company, and a great deal of converſation; | 
but owing to ſome circumſtance which I cannot 
now recolle&, I have no record of any part of 
it, except that there were ſeveral people there 
by no means of the Jobnſonian ſchool ; fo that 
leſs attention was paid to him than uſual, which 
put him out of hamour ; and upon ſome 1magt- 
nary offence from. me, he attacked me with ſuch 
rudeneſs, that | was vexed and angry, becauſe 
it gave thoſe perſons an opportunity of enlarg- 
ing upon his ſuppoſed ferocity, and ill treat- 
ment of his beſt friends. I was ſo much hurt, 
and had my pride ſo much rouſed, that I kept 
away from him for a week; and, perhaps might 
have kept away much longer, nay, gone to Scot- 
land without ſeeing him again, had not we for- 
tunately met and been reconciled. To fuch un- 
happy chances are human friendſhips liable: 


_ .. On Friday, May 8, I dined with him at Mr. 


Langton's. I was reſerved and filent, which I 
ſuppoſe he perceived, and might recolle& the 
cauſe. After dinner, when Mr. Langton was 
called out of the room, and we were by our- 
ſelves, he drew his chair near to mine, and ſaid, 
in a tone of conciliating courteſy, © Well, how 
have you done?” BoswELL, * Sir, you have 
made me very uneaſy by your behaviour to — 
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when we were laſt at Sir Joſhua Reynolds's.— 
You know, my dear Sir, no man has a greater 
reſpe& and affection for you, or would ſooner 
go to the end of the world to ſerve you. Now 


rupted him, which I aſſured him was not the 
caſe ; and proceeded, But why treat me ſo 
before people who neither love you nor me. ?” 
JoynsoN. © Well, I am ſorry for it, I'll make 
it up to you twenty different ways, as you'pleaſe.” 
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to treat me ſo . He inſiſted that I had inter- 


BOSWEIL I. I ſaid to-day to Sir Joſhua, when 


he obſerved that you ed me ſometimes, I don't 


care how often or how high he toſſes me, when 


only friends are preſent, for then I fall upon ſoft 


ground: but I do not like falling on ſtones, 
which is the caſe when enemies are preſent.—- 1 


think this a pretty good image, Sir.“ JohN. 
so N. * Sir, it is one of the happieſt Jhave ever 
heard.“ D lib 

The truth is, there was no venom in the 
wounds which be inflicted at any time, unleſs 


by other hands. We were inſtantly as cordial 
as ever, and joined in hearty laugh at ſome lu- 


friends. BOS WELL. Do you think, Sir, it is 


JonnsoN. © Why, Sir, that depends upon the 
man and the thing. If it is a ſlight man, and a 
ight thing, you may; for you take nothing va- 
luable from him.“ . N 
He ſaid, I read yeſterday Dr. Blair's ſermon 
on Devotion, from the text Cornelius, a devout 
man.“ His doctrine is the beſt limited, the beſt 


fanaticiſm, the moſt rational tranſport. There 


have him correct it; which is, that © he who 
1 F 2 does 


Is one part of it which I diſapprove, and Pd 


they were irritated by ſome malignant infuſion 


dicrous but innocent peculiarities of one of our 


always culpable to laugh at à man to bis face? 


expreſſed: there is the moſt warmth without 
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1778. does not feel joy in religion is far from the king: 


neſs; as there is more labour in hewing down a 


| Tut. 79. dom of heaven.“ There are many good men 


whoſe fear of Gor predominates over their 
love. It may diſcourage. It was raſhly ſaid. 


A noble ſermon it is indeed. I wiſh Blair would 


come over to the church of England. 
When Mr. Langton returned to us, flow of | 
talk” went on. An eminent authour being men- 
tioned; —Jownson. © He is not a pleaſant 
man. His converfation is neither inſtructive 
nor brilliant. He does not talk as if impelled 
by any fullneſs of knowledge or vivacity of im- 
magination. His converſation is like that of 
any other ſenſible man. He talks with no wiſh W 
either to inform or to hear, but only becauſe he 


thinks it does not become ——— to fit 


in a company and ſay nothing.“. 
Mr. Langton having repeated the anecdote of 


= 


Addliſon having diſtinguiſhed between his pow- 
ers in converſation and in writing, by ſaying I 


have only nine-pence in my pocket; but J can 
draw for a thouſand pounds; — JoHNsSON. He 
had not that retort ready, Sir; he had prepared 
it before-hand.” LANG TON. (turning to me) 
« A fine furmiſe. Set a thief to catch a thief.” 
Johnſon called the Eaſt-Indians barbarians. 
BOSwWRLIL. You will except the Chineſe, Sir?” 
'JounsoNn. © No, Sir.“ BoswEkLI. Have 
they not arts? JokNSsON. They have pot- 
tery.” BOSWELI. What do you ſay to the 
written characters of their language?“ Joux- 
SON. © Sir, they have an alphabet. They have 
not been able to form what all other nations 


have formed. BoswELL. ** There is more learn- 


ing in their language than in any other, from the 


immenſe number of their characters.“ Joux- 


SON. © It is only more difficult from its rude- 


tree with a ſtone than with an axe.” 
| He 
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He ſaid, I have been reading Lord Kames's 


Sketches of the Hiſtory of Man.“ In treating 
of ſeverity of puniſhment, he mentions that of 
Madame Lapouchin, 1a Ruſſia, but he does not 
f give it fairly; for I have looked at Chappe D' 


Aulrgoclie, from whom he has taken it. He 


ſtops whete it is ſaid that the ſpectators thought 


her innocent, and leaves out what follows; that 
| ſhe nevertheleſs was guilty. Now this is being as 
culpable as one can conceive, to miſrepreſent 
fact in a book, and for what motive? It is like 
one of thoſe lies which people tell, one cannot 


ſee why. The woman's life was ſpared; and no 
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puniſhment is too great for the favourite of an 


Empreſs who had conſpired to dethrone her miſ- 
treſs.” BoswELL. © He was only giving a pic- 
ture of the lady in her ſufferings.” JoHNSON. 
«* Nay, don't endeavour to palliate this. Guilt 
is a principal feature in the picture. Kames is 
puzzled with a queſtion that puzzled me when 
I was a very young man. Why is it that the 
intereſt of money is lower, when money is plen- 
tiful; for five pounds has the ſame proportion 


of value to a hundred pounds when money is 


plentiful, as when it is ſcarce? A lady explain- 


ed it to me. It is (ſaid ſhe) becauſe when mo- 


ney is plentiful there are ſo many more who 


have money to lend, that they bid down one 


another. Many have then a hundred pounds; 
and one ſays, Take mine rather than another's, 


and you ſhall have it at four per cent.“ Bos w ELI. 


Does Lord Kames decide the queſtion?“ 
8 66 think he leaves it as he found it.” 


OSWELL. © This muſt have been an extraor- 


dinary lady who inſtructed you, Sir. May I 


aſk. who ſhe was?” Jonnson. © Molly 
| Aſton, 
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1778. Aſton“, Sir, the ſiſter of thoſe ladies with whom 
3 you dined at Litchfield.—I ſhall be at home to- 


» 
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morrow.“ BoswgLL.'* Then let us dine by 
ourſelves at the Mitre, to keep up the old cuſ- 
tom, the cuſtom of the manor, the cuſtom of 
the mitre.” JoRHNSõ§MN. Sir, fo it ſhall be.” 
On Saturday, May 9, we fulfilled our pur- 
poſe of dining by ourſelves at the Mitre, ac- 
cording to old cuſtom. There was, on theſe 
' occaſions, 'a little circumſtance of kind atten- 
| tion to Mrs. Williams, which muſt not be o- 
| mitted, Before coming out, and leaving her to 
| dine alone, he gave her choice of a chicken, a 
| ſweetbread, or any other little nice thing, 
| which was carefully ſent her from the tavern, 
| JG ET 5 
| Our converſation Ry. I know not how, 
turned, (I think for the only time at any length, 
during our long acquaintance) upon the ſenſual 
Intercourſe between the ſexes, the delight of 
which he aſcribed chiefly to imagination.— 
Were it not for imagination, Sir, (ſaid he), a 
man would be as happy in the arms of a cham- 
bermaid as of a Ducheſs. But ſuch is the ad- 
vemitious charm of fancy, that we find men 
J who have violated the beſt principles of ſociety, 
f and ruined their fame and their fortune, that 
they might poſſeſs a woman of rank.“ It would 
| 5 e * not 


 * Tohnfan had an extraordinary admiration of this lady, 
notwithſtanding ſhe was a violent Whig. In anſwer to 
her af ſpeeches for Liberty, he addreſſed to her 
the following epigram, of which I preſume to offer a 
tranſlation: | LOTT NEE nes . 


Liber ut efſ: velim ſuafiſti pulchra Maria, 
* Ut maneam liber pulchre Maria vale.” 


Adieu, Maria! fince you'd have me free; 


For, who beholds thy charms a ſlave muſt be. 


* 
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not be proper to record the . partieulars of 
ſuch a converſation in moments of unreſerv- 
ed frankneſs, when noob dy was pieſent on 
- whom it could have any hurtful eflect. That 
ſubject, when philoſophically treated, may 
ſurely employ the mind in as curious diſcuſſion, 
and as innocently as anatomy; provided that 


tory incentives. | | 
From gtave to gay, from lively to ſevere,“ 
we were ſoon engaged in very different ſpecu- 
lation; humbly and reverently conſidei iug and 
wondering at the univerſal myitery of all thirgs, 
as our imperfect faculties can now judge of 
them. © There are ſaid he) innumerable queſ- 
tions to which the inquiſitive mind can in this 
ſtate receive no anſwer : Why do you and I ex- 
iſt? Why was this world created ? Since it 
was to be-created, why was it not cieated 
Feen,, et; | | 

On Sunday May 10, I ſupped with him at 


neglected the memorial of this evening, ſo as to 
remember no more of it than two particulars; 
one, that he ſtrenuouſly oppoſed an argument 
by Sir Joſhua, that virtue was preferable to vice, 
conſidering this life only; and that a man would 
be virtuous were it only to preſerve his charac- 
ter: and, that he expreſſed much wonder at the 
curious formation of the bat, a mouſe with 
wings; ſaying, that“ it was almoſt as ſtrange a 
thing in phyſiology, as if the fabulous dragon 
could be ſeen.“ | | 
On Tueſday, May 12, I watied on the Earl 
of Marchmont, to know if his Lordihip would 
favour Dr. Johnſon with information concern- 
ing Pope, whoſe life he was about to write. 
Johnſon had not flattered himſelf with the hopes 
"6 of 
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thoſe who do treat it keep clear of inflamma- 


Mr. Eoole's, with Sir Joſhua Reynolds. I have 
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1778. of receiving any civility from this nobleman, 


for he ſaid to me, when I mentioned Lord 
Marchmont as one who could tell him a great 
deal about Pope, Sir, he will tell me nothing.” 
I had the honour of being known to his Lord- 
ſhip, and applied to him of myſelf, without 
being commithoned by Johnſon. His Lord- 
ſhip behaved in the moſt polite and obliging 
manner, promiſed to tell all he recollected a- 
bout Pope, and was ſo very courteous as to 

ſay, Tell Dr. Johnſon J have a great reſpect 
for him, and am ready to ſhew it in any way 1 
can. I am to be in the city to-morrow, and 
will call at his houſe as I return.” His Lord- 
ſhip however aſked, © Will he write the Lives 
of the Poets impartially? He was the firſt that 
brought Whig and Tory into a Dictionary. And 
what do you think of his definition of Exciſe ? 
Do you know the hiftory of his averſion to the 
word ztranſpire © Then taking down the folio 
dictionary, he ſhewed it with this cenſure on 
its ſecondary ſenſe : © To eſcape from ſecrecy 
to notice; a ſenſe lately innovated from France, 
without neceſſity * The truth was, Lord Bo- 
lingbroke. who left the Jacobites, firſt uſed it; 
therefore it was to be condemned. He ſhould 
have ſhewn' what word would do for it if it 
was unneceſſary.” ' I afterwards put the queſtion 
to Johnſon : © Why, Sir, (faid he,) get abroad.” 
Bcs8wgri. © That, Sir, is uſing two words.” 
JonnsoN. Sir, there's no end of this. You 
may as well inſiſt to have a word for old age.” 
- BoswELL. © Well Sir, Senectus.“ | Jonns8ox. 
«« Nay, Sir, to inſiſt always that there ſhould be 
one word to expreſs a thing in Engliſh, becauſe 
there is one in another language, is to change 
the language.” | 


J avail- 


ON 
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l availed myſelf of this opportunity to hear 1778. 
from his Lordſhip many - particulars both of 2 
Pope and Lord Bolingbroke, which I have in *. 
writing. 5 1 FE ; 

I propoſed to Lord Marchmont that he ſhould 
reviſe Johnſon's Life of Pope: So (ſaid bis 
$ lordſhip) you would put me in a dangerous ſitu- 
ation. You know he knocked down Oſborne 
the bookſeller.” ate Bees 

Elated with the ſucceſs of my ſpontaneous ex- 
ertion to procure material and reſpectable aid to 
Johnſon for his very favourite work, © The 
Lives of the Poets.” I haſtened down to Mr. 
== Thrale's, at Streatham, where he now was, that 
l might inſure his being at home next day; ann 
after dinner, when I thought he would receive 
the good news in the beſt humour, I announced 
it eagerly : © I have been at work for you to 
day, Sir. I have been with Lord Marchmont. 
He bid me tell you he has a great reſpect for 
you, and will call on you to-morrow at one 
o'clock, and communicate all he knows about 
Pope.” —Here I pauſed, in fall expectation that 
be would be pleaſed with this intelligence, 
== would praiſe my active mei it, and would be 
alert to embrace ſuch an offer from a nobleman. 
| But whether I had ſhewn an over exultation, 
which provoked his ſpleen ; or whether he was 
ſeiſed with a ſuſpicion that I had obtruded him 
on Lord Marchmont, and humbled him too 
much; or whether there was any thing more 
than an unlucky fit of ill humour, I know not; 
but to my ſurprize, the reſult was—Joanson. 
66 ſhall not be in town to-morrow. I don't 
care to know about Pope.” MRS. THRALE. 
(ſurprized as I was, and a little angry) „1 
ſuppoſe, Sir, Mr. Boſwell thought, that as you 
were to write Pope's Life, you would 1 * to 
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| 1778. know about him.” Jonnsox. © Wiſh! Why 
| | CS yes. If ii rained 3 I'd hold out wy E 
| band; but I would not give myſelf the trouble 
| to go in queſt of it.“ There was no arguing W 
| with him at the moment. Some time afterwards 
| he ſaid, © Lord Marchmont will call on me, 
= and then I ſhall call on Lord Marchmoat.” Mr. 
. Thrale was uneaſy at his unaccountable caprice; 
N and told me, that if I did not take care to bring 

about a meeting between Lord Marchmont and 
= him, 1t would never take place, which would 
| be a great pity. I ſent a card to his Lordſhip, 
| 


SEE none . EY EH Rl 


to be left at Johnſon's houſe, acquainting him, 
that Dr. Johnſon could not be in town next day, | 
but would do himſelf the honour of waiting on | 
| him at another time. I give this account fairly, 
i as a ſpecimen of that unhappy temper with | 
| 1 


33 _ th. F _Y od — hed 


which this great and good man had occafionally 
to ſtruggle, from ſomething morbid in his con- 
| 1 ſtitution. Let the moſt cenſorious of my read- 
| ; ers ſuppoſe himſelf to have a violent fit of the 
| tooth- ach, or to have received a ſevere ſtroke 
| on the ſhin-bone, and when in ſuch a ſtate to be 
aſked a queſtion ; and if he has any candour, | 
| he will not be ſurprized at the anſwers which 
| > Johnſon ſometimes gave in moments of 1rrita- 
| _ tion, which, let me aſſure them, is exquiſtely mn 
| painful. But it muſt not be erroneouſly fuppoled 
that he was, in the ſmalleſt degree, careleſs con- 
cerning any work which he undertook, or that 
| be was generally thus peeviſh, It will be ſeen, 
l that in the following year he had a very agree- 
{ able interview with Lord Marchmont, at his 
| | lordſhip's houſe ; and this very afternoon he 
I forgot any fretfulneſs, and fell ino converſation 
j as uſual. 1 I 
þ I mentioned a reflection having been thrown ik 
out againſt four peers for having preſumed ” . 
| TUG | 


e 


THE IHF E OF DR. JOHNSON. 


riſe in oppoſition to the opinion of the twelve 
Judges, in a cauſe in the Houſe of Lords, as if 
that were indecent. IohNSsO N. Sir, there is 
no ground for cenſure. The peers are Judges 


a different opinion, they might from duty be in 
oppoſition to the Judges, who were there only 
to be conſulted.” - | | 
In this obſervation I fully concurred with 
him ; for, unqueſtionably, all the peers are 
velted with the higheſt judicial powers ; and 
when they are confident that they underſtand a 
cauſe, are not obliged, nay ought not to ac- 


| quieſce in the opinion of the ordinary law judg- 


es, or even in that of thoſe who from their ſtu- 
dies and experience are called the Law Lords. 
I conſider the peers in general as I do a jury, 
who ought to liſten with reſpectful attention to 
the ſages of the law; but, if after hearing them, 
they have a firm opinion of their own, are 
bound, as honeſt men, to decide accordingly. 


| Nor is it ſo difficult for them to underſtand even 


law queſtions, as is generally thought; provid- 
ed they will beftow ſufficient attention upon 
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| themſelves; and ſuppoſing them really to be of 


them. This obſervation was made by my ho- 


3 | | noured relation the late Lord Cathcart, who 
bad ſpent his life in camps and courts; yet aſ- 


fured me, that he could form a clear opinion 
upon moſt of the cauſes that came before the 
Houſe of Lords, as they were ſo well enu- 
cleated in the caſes.” 18 
Mrs. Thrale told us, that a curious clergy- 
man of our acquaintance had diſcovered a ſi- 
centious ſtanza, which Pope had originally in 
his © Univerſal Prayer,” before the ſtanza 


“ What conſcience diQates to be done, 
Or warns us not to do, ke. 


E 


OY 
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170% It was this: 
— — 


A. 69. * Can fins of moment claim the rod ü 

= Of everlaſting fires ? | 

And that offend great Nature's Gop, 
Which Nature's ſelf inſpires?” 


| 4 and that Dr. Johnfon &hferved, it had been 
| | borrowed from Guarini-. There are, indeed, 
| in Paſtor fdo, many ſuch flimſy ſuperficial rea- 
= fonings, as that in the two laſt lines of this 
j ftanza. „ . 
1 Boswz LL. In that ſtanza of Pope's, rod 
| of fires,” is certainly a bad metaphor.” Mas. 
1 THRALE. © And fins of moment is a faulty 
expreſſion; for its true import is momentous, 
which cannot be intended.“ JohN N. It 
muſt have been written of moments. Of mo- 
ment, is momentous; of moments, momentary. i 
I warrant you, however, Pope wrote this 
ſtanza, and ſome friend ftruck it out. Boileau 
wrote ſome ſuch thing, and Arnaud ftruck it 
out, ſaying, © Vous gagnerez deux ou trois im- 
pres, et perdrez je ne ſais combien des honnettes 
gens. Theſe fellows want to fay a daring thing, 
and don't know how to go about it. Mere poets 
know no more of fundamental principles 
than— Here he was interrupted ſomehow. 
Mrs. Thrale mentioned Dryden. Jounson. 
He puzzled himſelf about predeſtination.— 
How fooliſh was it in Pope to give all his 
friendſhip to Lords, who thought they honour- i 
ed him by being with him ; and to chooſe ſuch 
Lords as Burlington, and Cobham, and Bo- 
lmgbroke ? Bathurſt was negative, a pleaſing 
man; and 1 have heard no ill of Marchmont : 
and then always ſaying, I do not value you for 
being a Lord; which was a ſure proof _ - 
| id. 
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care.” BOSwWwELI. Nor for being a Scotch- 
man?” Jounson. © Nay, Sir, I do value 
ou more for being a Scotchman without the 
Kul of Scotchmen. You would not have been 
fo valuable as you are, had you not been a 
oC ow E 
Talking of divorces, I aſked if Othello's 
doctrine was not plauſible : 3 
« He who is robb'd, 
“ ſtolen, Tp ny Ao 
„Let him not know't, and he's not robb'd 


c at all. 


not wanting what is 


Dr. Johnſon and Mrs. Thrale joined agaioft 


this. Joansox. © Aſk any man if he'd with 


not to know of ſuch an injury.” BoswxI L- 


Would you tell your friend to make him un- 


happy?“ 3 * Perhaps, Sir, I ſhould 
not; but that would be from prudence on m 
own account. A man would tell his father” 
BoswELL. © Yes; becauſe he would not have 
ſpurious children to get any ſhare of the family 
inheritance. | 
tell his brother.” BoswzLL. © Certainly his 
elder brother.“ JounsoN. © You would tell 
475 friend of a woman's infamy, to prevent 

is marrying a whore: there is the ſame reafon 
to tell him of his wife's infidelity, when he is 
married, .to prevent the conſequences of impo- 
ſition. It is a breach of confidence not to tell 
2 friend.” BOSWELI. Would you tell Mr. 
?” (naming a gentleman who affuredly 


2 — 


was not in the leaſt danger of ſuch a miſerable 


diſgrace, though married to a fine woman.) 
Jorxnsox. © No, Sir; becauſe it would do no 
. good : 


Mxs. THRALE. Or he would 


* 


did. I never fay, 1 do not value Boſwell more 1708. 
for being born to an eſtate, becauſe I do not E oh 
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good: he is ſo ſluggiſli, he'd never go to par- 
liament and get through a divorce.” “ 3H 

He faid of one of our friends, © He is ruin- i 
ing himſelf without pleaſure. A man who 


loſes at play, or who runs out his fortune at 


court, makes his eſtate leſs, in hopes of making 
it bigger: (I am ſure of this word, which was 
often uſed by him: ) but it is a ſad thing to paſs 
through the quagmire of parſimony, to the 
gulph of ruin. To paſs over the flowery path 
of extravagance is very well.” 5 

Amongſt the numerous prints paſted on the 
walls of the dining-room at Streatham, was 
Hogarth's Modern Midnight Converſation.” 
I aſked him what he knew of Parſon Ford, who 
makes a conſpicuous figure in the riotous groupe. 
JonnsoN. © Sir, he was my acquaintance and 
relation, my mother's nephew. He had pur- 
chaſed a living in the country, but not fimonia- 
cally. I never ſaw. him but in the country. I 


have been told he was a man of great parts; 


very profligate, but I never heard he was im- 
pious.” BOSwWRLI. Was there not a ſtory of 
his ghoſt having appeared?” JonnsoN. *© Sir, 
it was believed. A waiter at the Hummums, 
in which houſe Ford died, had been abſent for 
ſome time, and returned, not knowing that 
Ford was dead. Going down to the cellar, ac- 
cording to the ſtory, he met him ; going down 
again he met him a ſecond time. When he 


came up, he aſked ſome of the people of the 


houſe what Ford could be doing there. They 


told him Ford was dead. The waiter took a 
fever, in which he lay for ſome time. When 
he recovered, he ſaid he had a meſſage to de- 


liver to ſome women from Ford; but he was 


not to tell what or to whom. He walked out; 
he was followed; but ſomewhere about St. 
| | | Paul's 
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WS exclaimed, Then we are all undone? Di 
W Pellet, who was not a credulous man, inquired 
into the truth of this ſtory, and he ſaid, the - 
evidence was irreſiſtible. My wife went to the 
Hummums ; (it is a place where people get 
themſelves cupped.) I believe ſhe went with 
intention to hear about this ſtory of Ford. 
At firſt they made difficulty to tell her; but af- 
ter they had talked to her, ſhe came away 
7 | ſatisfied that it was true. To be ſure, the man 
had a fever, and this viſion may have been the 
beginning of it. But if the meſſage to the wo- 
ö men, and their behaviour upon it were as true 
as there related, there was ſomething ſuperna- 
tural. That reſts upon his word; and there it 
remains. ; | i a. 

After Mrs. Thrale was gone to bed, Johnſon 
and I fat up late. We reſumed Sir Joſhua Rey- 
nolds's argument on Sunday laſt, that a man 
would be virtuous though he had no other mo- 
tive than to preſerve his character. Jon NSsoN. 
“ Sir, it is not true: for as to this world vice 
does not hurt a man's. character.“ BOSWELL. 
| © Yes, Sir; debauching a friend's wife will.“ 
 JouN8ON. © No, Sir. Who thinks the worſe 
of — for it?” BoswtLL. © Lord 
vas not his friend.” JonnsoN. © That is only 
ga circumſtance, Sir; a ſlight diſtinction. He 
could not get into the houſe but by Lord —. 
A man 1s choſen knight of the ſhire, not the 

leſs for having debauched ladies.” BoswzLr. 
* What, Sir, if he debauched the ladies of 

# gentlemen in the county, will not there be a 
general reſentment againſt him?” JounsoN. 
No, Sir. He will loſe thoſe particular gen- 

tlemen; but the reſt will not trouble their heads 


about 


r. ars they loſt him. He came back, and ſaid 1778. 
he had * the meſſage, and the women Fur. 8 
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about it,” (warmly.) Bosw ELL. * Well, Sir, 


J cannot think fo.” JohNSOW. Nay, Sir, 
7 there is no talking with a man who will diſpute 
what every body knows. (angrily). Don't you 
know this?“ Bosw ELI. No, Sir; and 1 
wiſh to think better of your country than you 
repreſent it. I knew in Scotland a gentleman 


; obliged to leave it for debauching a lady; and 


in one of our counties an earl's brother loſt his 


election, becauſe he had debauched the lady 
of another earl in that county, and broken the 
peace of a noble family.” | 
Still he would not yield : He. proceeded : 

< Will you not allow, Sir, that vice does not 
hurt a man's character ſo as to obſtruct his proſ- 
perity in life, when you know that | 
was loaded with wealth and honours ; a man 
who had acquired his fortune by ſuch crimes, ' 
that his conſciouſneſs of them impelled him to 
cut his own throat.” Bosw ELT. 5 You will 


recollect, Sir, that Dr. Robertſon ſaid, he cut 


his throat becauſe he was weary of Rill life ; 
little things not being ſufficient to move his 


great mind.” JonxsOx. (very angry) © Nay, 


Sir, what ſtuff is this? You had no more this 
opinion after Robertſon ſaid it, than before. I 
know nothing more ' offenfive than. repeating 
what one knows to be fooliſh things, by way of 


continuing a diſpute, to ſee what a man will an- 


_ to make him your butt!” (angrier ſtill) 


* " Pl dear Sir, I had no ſuch in- 
te ee 


tion as you ſeem to ſuſpect; I had not in- 
deed. Might not this nobleman have felt every 
thing © weary, ſtale, flat, and unprofitable,” as 
Hamlet ſays?” Jonmox: <« Nay, if you are 
to bring in 7 al TN talk no — I will 
not, upon m honour.” apt TA wil decide 
m— this diſpute. | | 

Next 
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Next morning I ftated to Mrs. Thrale at 1778. 
breakfaſt, before he came down, the diſpute of X>* 


laſt night as to the influence of character upon 
ſuccels in life. She ſaid he was certainly wrong; 
and told me, that a Baronet loſt an election in 
Wales, becauſe he had debauched the ſiſter of 
a gentleman in the county, whom he made one 
of his daughters invite as her companion at his 
ſeat in the country, when his lady and his other 
children were in London. But ſhe would not 
encounter Johnſon upon the ſubjec. 
I ſtaid all this day with him at Streatham.— 
He talked a great deal in a very good humour. 
Looking at Meſſrs. Dilly's ſplendid edition of 
Lord | Cheſterfield's miſcellaneous works, he 
laughed, and ſaid, Here now are two ſpeech- 
es aſcribed to him, both of which were written 
by me: and the beſt of it is, they have found 
out that one is like Demoſthenes, and the other 
„ {HH its” ; | 
He cenſured Lord Kames's Sketches of the 
Hiſtory of Man,” for miſrepreſenting Claren- 
don's account of the appearance of Sir George 
Villiers's ghoſt, as if Clarendon were weakly 
credulous ; when the truth is, that Clarendon 
| only ſays, that the ſtory was upon a better foun- 
dation of credit, than uſually ſuch diſcourſes are - 
founded upon; nay, ſpeaks thus of the perſon 
who was reported to have ſeen the viſion, the 
poor man, , he had been at all waking;” which 
Lord Kames has omitted. He added, © in this 
book it is maintained that virtue is natural to 
man, and that if we would but conſult our own 
hearts we ſhould be virtuous. Now after con- 
ſulting our own hearts all we can, and with all 
the helps we have, we find how few of us are 
virtuous. This is ſaying a thing which all man- 
kind know to be true.” BOSWELI. . © Is not mo- 
VOL HL. - _ deſty 
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1778: deſty natural.“ Jounsox. I cannot ſay, Sir, as 
ve find no people quite in a ſtate of nature; but 


I think the more they are taught, the more mo- 
deſt they are. The French are a groſs, ill- bred, 
untaught people; a lady there will ſpit on the 
floor and rub it with her foot. What I gained 
by being in France was, learning to be beiter 
ſatisfied with my own: country. Time may be 
employed to more advantage from nineteen to 
twenty four almoſt in any way than in travel- 


ling ; when you fet travelling againſt mere ne- 
- gation, againſt doing nothing, it is better to be 


ſure ; but how much more would a young man 
improve were he to ſtudy during thoſe years.— 


Indeed, if a young man is wild, and muſt run 


after women and bad company, it is better this 
ſhould be done abroad, as on his return, he can 
break off ſuch connections, and begin at home 


a new man, with a character to form, and ac- 


quaintances to make. How little does travel- 
ling ſupply to the converſation of any man who 
has ldeſlad ? How little to Beauclerk ? Bos- 
WELL. What ſay you to Lord — * Jonx- 


So. I never but once heard him talk of what 
he had ſeen, and that was of a large ſerpent in 


one of the pyramids of Egypt.“ BoswELL. 
«Well, I happened to hear him tell the ſame 


thing, which made me mention him.” 


I talked of a country life. Jounsox. © Were 


I to live in the country I would not devote my- | 
ſelf to the acquiſition of popularity; I would 


hve in a much better way, much more happily ; 
I would have my time at my own command.” 
Bosw £11. © But, Sir, is it not a fad thing to be 
at a diſtance from all our literary friends?“ 
Jon xsox. © Sir, you will. by and by have 


enough of this converſation, which now delights 


you lo much.” 
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As he was a zealous friend of ſubordination, 1778. 
he was at all times. watchful to repreſs the vul- Mn 


gar cant againſt the manners of the great; © High 
people, Sir, (ſaid he,) are the beſt; take a hun. 

fred ladies of quality, you'll find them better 
wives, better mothers, more willing to ſacrifice 
their own pleaſure to their children, than a hun- 
dred other women. Tradeſwomen (I mean the 
wives of tradeſmen) in the city, who are worth 
from ten to fifteen thouſand pounds, are the 
worſt creatures upon the earth, groſsly | nai 

and thinking viſciouſneſs faſhionable. Farmers, 
I think, are often worthleſs fellows. Few lords 
will cheat; and if they do, they'll be aſhamed 
of it: farmers cheat wy are not aſhamed of it ; 
they have all the ſenſual vices of the nobility, 
with cheating into the bargain. There is as 
much fornication and adultery amongſt farmers 
as amongſt noblemen.” BoswtLL. © The no- 
tion of the world, Sir, however is, that the 
morals of the women of quality are worſe than 
thoſe in lower ſtations.” * NSON. * Yes, Sir, 
the licentiouſneſsof one woman of quality makes 


more noiſe than that of a number of women in 


lower ſtations; then, Sir, you are to conſider 
the malignity of women in the city againſt 
women of quality, which will make them be- 
lieve any thing of them, ſuch as that they call 
their coachmen to bed. No, Sir, fo far as I have 
obſerved, the higher in rank, the richer ladies 
are, they are the better inſtructed and the more 
virtuous.” ?“ +. 
_ This year the Rev. Mr. Horne publiſhed his 
* Leiter to Mr. Dunning, on the Engliſh Parti- 
cle ;” Johnſon read it, and though not treated 
in it with ſufficient reſpect, he had candour 


enough to ſay to Mr. Seward, Were I to make 
anew edition of my Dictionary, I would adopt 


2 _ © Tevera! 
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1778. ſeveral * of Mr. Horne's 3 I hope 
T they did not put the dog in the pillory for his li- 
. 09. bel ; he has too much literature for that? 

On Saturday, May 16, I dined with him at 
Mr. Beauclerk's, with Mr. Langton, Mr. Stee- 
vens, Dr. Higgins, and ſome others. J regret 
very feelingly every inſtance of my remiſſneſs in 
recording his memorabilia ; T- am afraid it is in 
the condition of humanity (as Mr. Windham, of 
| Norfolk, once obſerved to me, after having 
5 made an admirable ſpeech in the Houſe of 
Commons, which was highly applauded, but 
which he afterwards perceived might have been 
better :) © that we are more uneaſy from think- 
ing of our wants, than happy in thinking of our 
acquiſitions.” This is an unreaſonable mode of Ml © 
diſturbing our tranquillity, and ſhould be cor- | 

rected; let me then comfort myſelf with the | 
large treaſure of Johnſon's converſation which 
I have preſerved for my own enjoyment and | 

that of the world, and let me exhibit what J 

have upon each occaſion, whether more or. leſs, 
whether a bulſe, or only a few ſparks of dia- 


He ſaid, Dr. Mead lived more in the broad 
ſun-ſhine of life than almoſt any man.” 

The difaſter of General Burgoyne's army was 
then the common topic of converſation. I was 
aſked why piling their arms was infiſted upon 
as a matter of ſuch conſequence, when it ſeemed 
to be a circumſtance ſo inconſiderable in itſelf. 
JonuxsoN.. © Why, Sir, a French author ſays, 

* © Il y a beaucoup de puerilites dans la guerre. — 
All diftin&tions are trifles, becauſe great things 

In Mr. Horne Tooke's enlargement of that © Letter,” 
which he has fince publiſhed with the title of © tw n1:carz 
or, the Diverſions of Purley;” he mentions this co pli- 

ment, as if Dr. Johnſon inftead of ſeveral of his etymolo- 
gies had {aid a). His recollection having thus magnified it, 


ſhews how ambitious he was of the approbation of ſo great 
a man, 


can 
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can ſeldom occur, and thoſe diſtinctions are a . 


tled by cuſtom. A favage would as willingly Iz 


have his meat ſent to him in the kitchen, as eat 
it at the table here; as men become civiliſed, 
various modes of denoting Bound; prefer. 
ence are invented.“ 

He this day made the ebſereations did the 
ſimilarity between Raſſelas“ and Candide,” 
which J have inſerted in its proper place, when 
conſidering his admirable: philoſophical | Ro- 


| mance. He ſaid © Candide” he thought: had 


more power in it than? my thing that TIE 


| HO written, 


- He ſaid, The doricul part of Horace.never 
can be perfealy tranſlated ; fo much of the ex- 
cellence is in the numbers and the expreſſion. 
Francis has done it the beſt; III take his, ſive 
out of ſix, againſt them all.” 925 
On Sunday, May 17, I preſented to him Mr. 
Fullarton, who has ſince diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
ſo much in India, to whom he naturally talked 
of travels, as Mr. Brydone accompanied him in 
his tour to Sicily and Malta. He ſaid, © The 
information which we have from modern travel- 
lers is much more authentic than what we had 
from ancient travellers ; ancient travellers gueſ- 
ſed; modern travellers meaſure. The Swiſs 


adit that there is but one error in Stanyan. If 


Brydone were more attentive to his Bible, he 
would be a good traveller.“ 

He ſaid, Lord Chatham was a Dictator; he 
poſſeſſed the power of putting the State in mo- 
tion; now there is no power, all order is relax- 
ed.” Bos w EI. IL. © Is there no hope of a change 
to the better?” JonnsoN. *<© Lads: yes, Sir, 
when we are weary of this relaxatiqn. So the 
City of London will appoint its Mayors again 


by ſeniority.” Bos w EI L. But is not that tak- 


ing a mere chance for a good or a bad Mayor? 
Johxsox. 


| 1778, 
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Jonxsox. Nes, Sir; but the ern of os _ | 


tition is greater than that of the worſt Mayor 


that can come; beſides, there is no more reaſon | 


to ſuppoſe that the choice of a rabble - will be 
right, than that chance will be right. 
On Tueſday, May 19, I was to ſet out for 
Scotland in the evening. He was engaged to 


dine with me at Mr. Dilly's, I waited upon him 


to remind bim of his appointment and attend 
him thither; he gave me ſome ſalutary counſel, 
and recommended vigorous reſolution againſt 


any deviation of moral duty. /Bosw ELL. © But 


Tu would not have me to bind myſelf by a ſo- 


emn obligation?“ JoansoN, © What! a vow 


O, no, Sir, a vow. is a horrible thing, it is a 
ſnare for fin. The man who cannot go to Hea- 


ven without a vow— may go—” Here, ſtanding 


. erect, in the middle of his library, and rolling 


grand, his pauſe was truly a curious compound 


of the ſolemn and the ludricrous ; he half-whiſ- | 


tled in his uſual way, when pleaſant, and he 


pauſed as if checked by religious awe. Me- 


thought he would have added to Hell- but 


was reſtrained. I humoured the dilemma.— 
„What! Sir, (faid I.) In cœlum juſſeris ibit ;” 


_ alluding to his imitation. of it, 


* 


* And bid him go to Hell, to Hell he goes.” 


I bad mentioned to him a flight fault in his 
noble © Imitation of the Tenth Satire of Juve- | 


nal,” a too near recurrence of the verb fpread 
in his deſcription of the young Enthuſiaſt at 
College: | | | 


Through all his velas the fever of renown, 


e Spreads fromthe ſtrong contagion of the gown; 


Oer Bodley's dome his future labours ſpread, 
e And Bacon's manſion trembles o'er his head.“ 


He had defired me to change ſpreads to burns, 


4 now had it done with his own hand“. I 


thought 


*The ſli ich he made the correction, is 
The * of paper on which he made poſited 
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thought thisalterationnot only cured the fault but 
was more poetieal, as it might carry an illuſion 
to the ſhirt by which Hercules was inflamed. 

We had a quiet comfortable meeting at Mr. 


Dilly's; nobody there but ourſelves, Mr. 72 


mentioned ſomebody having wiſhed that Mil- 
ton's © Tractate on Education” ſhould. be print- 


ed along with his Poems in the edition of the 
Engliſh Poets then going on. JohN SON. © It 


would be breaking in upon the plan; but would 
be of no great conſequence. So far as it would 


two of its greateſt men, Milton and Locke. 
Milton's plan is impracticable, and I ſuppoſe has 
never been tried. Locke's, J fancy has been 
tried often enough; but is very imperfect, it 
gives too much to one ſide, and too little to li- 


87 
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| be any thing it would be wrong. Education in 
England has been in danger of being hurt by. 


terature. I ſhall do what I can for Dr. Watts; 


but my materials are very ſcanty. His poems 
are by no means his beſt works; I cannot praiſe 
his poetry itſelf highly; but I can praiſe us de- 


ſign.” 


ances of affectionate regard. | 
Johnſon maintained a long and intimate friend- 


My illuſtrious friend and I parted with affur- 


{ſhip with Mr. Welch, who ſucceeded the cele- 


brated Henry Fielding as one of his Majeſty's 
Juſtices of the Peace for Weſtminſter ; kept a 
regular office for the police of that great diſtrict; 


and diſcharged his important truſt, for many 


years, faithfully and ably. e who had 
an eager and unceaſing curioſity to know human 


life in all its variety, told me that he attended 


depoſited by me in the noble library to which it relates, 
writing. 


Mr. 


and to which I have preſented other pieces ef his hand- 


* 
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Mr. Welch in his office for a whole winter, to 1 


hear the examinations of the culprits ; but that 
he found an almoſt uniform tenor of misfortune, 
wretchedneſs, and profligacy. Mr. Welch's 
health being impaired, he was adviſed to try 
the effect of a warm climate; and Johnſon, by 
his intereſt with Mr. Chamier, procured him 
leave of abſence to go to Italy, and a promiſe 
that the penſion or ſalary of two hundred pounds 


a year, which government allowed him, ſhould 
not be diſcontinued. Mr. Welch accordingly 


went abroad, accompanied by his daughter 


Anne, a young lady of uncommon talents and 


literature. I have been fortunate enough, as 


this work was paſſing through the preſs, to ob- 


tain the following letter; which, although the 


firſt part of my narrative of this year was print- 
ed off before I received it, will now come in 
with very little deviation from chronological 
order. e Vibe 

Jo SauNDERS Walch, Eq. 

As the Engliſh Coffe-houſe, Rows. 

4 Drar SIR, ; 1 1 N : | | 
8 TO have ſuffered one of my beſt and 
deareſt friends to paſs almoſt two years in fo- 


reign countries without a letter, has a very 


ſhameful appearance of inattention. But the 
truth is, that there was no particular time in 


which I had any thing particular to ſay; and 


general expreſſions of good will, I hope, our 
long friendſhip is grown too: ſolid to want. 

Of public affairs you have information from 
the news-papers wherever you go, for the Eng- 


liſh keep no ſecret; and of other things, Mrs, 


Nollekens informs you. My intelligence could 
FE Pg Re | therefore 
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therefore be of no uſe; and Miſs Nancy's letters 2778. 


2 5 » 1 I Cann mms 
made it unneceſſary to write to you for informa Eat. 69. 


tion: I was likewiſe for ſome time out of hu- 
mour to find that motion, and nearer approaches 
to the ſun, did not reſtore your health ſo faſt as 
I expected. Of your health, the accounts have 
lately been more pleafing; and I have the gra- 


tification of imagining to myſelf a length of 


years which I hope you have gained, and of 
which the enjoyment will be improved, by a vaſt 
acceſſion of images and obſervations which your 


journeys and various reſidence have enabled you 
to make and accumulate. You have travelled 


with this felicity, almoſt peculiar to yourſelf, 
that your companion is not to part from you at 
your journey's end; but you are to live on to- 
gether; to help each other's recolleQion, and to 
ſupply each other's omiſſions. The world has 
few greater pleaſures than that which two friends 
enjoy, in tracing back, at ſome diſtant time, 


' thoſe tranſactions and events through which they 
= have. paſſed together. One of the old man's 


miſeries is, that he cannot eaſily find a compa- 
nion able to partake with him of the paſt. You 
and your fellow-traveller have this comfort in 
ſtore, that your converſation will be not eaſily 


exhauſted ; one will always be glad to ſay what 


the other will always be willing to hear. 


“That you may enjoy this pleaſure long. 
your health muſt have your conſtant attention. I 


7 


"I ſuppoſe you propoſe to return this year. There 


is no need of haſte : do not come hither before 
the height of ſummer, that you may fall gradu- 
ally into the inconveniences of your native ch- 
mate. July ſeems to be the proper month.— 


Auguſt and September will prepare you for the 


winter. After having travelled ſo far to find 
health, you muſt take care not to loſe it at home 
ö —and 
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tn {dn | —and-T hope a little care will elſectually pre- 
Mun. 6g. 


ſerve it. 7% — 
< Miſs, Nancy has doubtleſs kept a conſtant i 
and copious journal. She muſt not expect to be 
welcome when ſhe returns without a great maſs 
of information. Let her review her journal of. 
ten, and ſet down what ſhe finds herſelf to have 
omitted, that ſhe may truſt to memory as. lit- 
tle as poſſible, for memory is ſoon confuſed by a 
quick fucceſſion of things; and ſhe will grow 
every day leſs confident of the truth of her own 
narratives, unleſs ſhe can recur to ſome written 
memorials. If ſhe has ſatisfied herſelf with 
hints, inſtead of full repreſentations, let her 
ſupply the deficiencies now while her memory 
is yet freſh, and white her father's memory may 
help her. If ſhe obſerves this direction, ſhe 
will not have travelled in vain; for ſhe will 
bring home a book with which ſhe may enter. 
tain berſelf to the end of life. If it were 
not now too late, I would adviſe her to note the 
impreſſion which the firſt ſight of any thing new 
and wonderful made upon her mind. Let her 
now ſet her thoughts down as ſhe can recollect 
them; for faint as they may already be, they 
will grow every day fainter. 1 6 
F Perhaps I do not flatter myſelf unreaſonably | 
when I imagine that you may with, to know 
ſomething of me. I can gratify your bene vo- 
| lence with no account of health. The hand of 
time, or of diſeaſe, is very heavy upon me. 1 
paſs. reſtleſs and 2 nights, harraſſed with 
convulſions of my breaſt, and flatulencies at my 
ſtomach; and reſtleſs nights make heavy days. 
But nothing will be mended by complaints, and 
therefore I will make an end. When we meet, 
we will try to forget our cares and our maladies, f 
and contribute, as we can, to the Mag 
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of each other. : If I had gone with you, I be- 2478. 
lieve I ſhould have been better; but I do not 232 


know that it was in my power. 
1 lam, dear Sir, oa os, 80 
..-*,_ Yourmoſt humble ſervant, __ 
„ Feb 3, h.. Sax Johnson 


This letter, while it gives. admirable advice 


how to travel to the beſt advantage, and will 


therefore be of very general uſe, is another 


eminent proof of Johnſon's warm and afſection- 


r Hogs! anc ad gud alga, 

I wrote to him on the 25th of May, from 
Thorpe, in Yorkſhire, one of the ſeats of Mr. 
Boſville, and gave him au account of my hav- 
ing paſſed a day at Lincoln, unexpectedly; and 
therefore without having any letters of introdue- 
tion, but that I had been honoured with civilities 
from the Reverend Mr. Simpſon, an acquaint- 
ance of his, and Captain Broadley, of the Lin- 
colnſnire Militia ; but more particularly from 
the Reverend Dr. Gordon, the Chancellor, who 


firſt received mewith greatpoliteneſs as a ſtrang- 


er, and when I had informed him who I was, 
entertained me at his houſe with the moſt flat- 
tering attention; I alſo expreſſed the pleaſure 
with which I had. found that our worthy friend 
Langton was highly eſteemed in his own county 
LOWN, - y | : 

2 The friendſhi between Mr. Welch and him was 
broken, Mr. Welch died not many months before him, 
e e. him five guineas for a ring, which Johnſon 
received with tenderneſs, as a kind memorial. His regard 
was conftant for his friend Mr. Welch's daughters; of 
whom, Jane is married to Mr. Nollekens the ſtatuary, 
whoſe merit is too well known to require any praiſe from 7 

0 
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*SINCE my return to Scotland I have 
been again at Lanark, and have had more con- 
verſation with Thomſon's fiſter. It is ſtrange 
that: Murdoch, who was his intimate friend, 
ſhonld have miſtaken his mother's maiden name, 
which he fays was Hume, whereas Hume was 
the name of his grand-mother by the mother's 
fide: His mother's name was Beatrix Trotter“, 
a daughter of Mr. Trotter of Fogo, a ſmall pro- 
prietor of land. Thomſon had one brother, 


whom he had with him in England as his ama- 


nuenſis; but he was feized with a conſumption, 
and having returned to Scotland, to try what 
his native air would do for him, died young.— 
He had three ſiſters, one married to Mr. Bell, 
miniſter of the pariſh of Strathaven; one to Mr. 
Craig, father of the ingenious architect, who 
gave the plan of the new town of Edinburgh ; 
and one to Mr, Thomſon, maſter of the gram- 
mar-ſchool at Lanark, He was of a humane 


and benevolent diſpoſition; not only ſent valu- 


able preſents to his ſiſters, but an yearly allow- 
ance 1n money, and was always wiſhing to have 


it in his power to do them more good. Lord 


Lyttelton's obſervation, that he lothed much 
to write,” was very true. His letters to his ſiſ- 


ter, Mrs. Thomſon, were not frequent, and in 


one of them he ſays, All my friends who 
know me, know how backward I am towrite 
letters; and never impute the negligence of my 
hand to the coldneſs'of my heart,” I ſend you 


Dr. Johnſon was by no means attentive to minute ac- 
curacy-in his Lives of the Poets; for notwithſtanding 
my having detected this miſtake, he has continued it. 


A rf een 97 5; x6 OOPY 


cc My DEAR SIR, FM Edinburgh, June 18, 1788. 


„ > ya A yate wo OS 


-, 


S Ad co tc os 


— 


* 


J ad, Em og Oy OP 


„ 


* 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


93 


2 copyof the laſt letter which ſhe had from him; 1778. 


ſhe never beard that he had any intention of go- Ea od 


ing into holy orders. From this late interview 
with his fiſter, I think much more favaurably of 
him, as T hope you will. I am eager to ſee more 
of your Prefaces to the Poets; I folace myſelf 
with the few proof-ſheets which I have. 
“ ſend another parcel of Lord Hailes's 


Annals, which you will pleaſe to return to me 
as ſoon as you conveniently can. He ſays, he 


wiſhes you would. cut a little deeper; but he 

may be proud that there is ſo little occafion to 

uſe the critical knife. ' I ever am, my dear 

Sit, Heel 
Jour faithful and affectionate 
2 Humble ſervant, 


Mr. Langton has been pleaſed, at my re- 
queſt, to favour me with ſome particulars of 
Dr. Johnſon's viſit to Warley-Camp, where 
this gentleman was at the time ſtationed, as 
Captain in the Lincoloaſhire militia. - 

It was in the fummer of the year +1778, 
that he complied with my invitation to come 
down to the camp at Warley, and he ſtaid with 


me about a week; the ſcene appeared, notwith- 


ſtanding a great degree of ill-health that he 
ſeemed to labour under, to intereſt and amuſe 
him, as agreeing with the diſpoſition that I be- 
lieve you know he conſtantly manifeſted towards 
enquiring into ſubjects of the military kind. 
He fate, with a patient degree of attention, to 
obſerve the proceedings of a regimental court- 
martial, that happened to be called in the time 
of his ſtay with us; and one night, as late as 


at eleven o'clock, he accompanied the Major 


c Jamts Bosw ELI.“ 


94 
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-a Tour tothe Hebrides,” which lies open before 


On one occaſion, when the regiment were 
going through their exerciſe, he went quite cloſe 
when he came away,: his remark was, © The 


wonderful celerity.* He was likewiſe particu- 


when fired of. © 


he difference between thoſe of the officers and 


who very courteouſly invited him to dine with | 
him, where he appeared to be very well pleaſ- 
ed with his entertainment, and the civilities he 
received on the part of the General ; the at- 


commodation of the better conditions of life, 
to that of the inferior ones, was never exhibit- 
ed to him in ſo diſtinct a view. The civilities 
paid to him in the camp were, from the gentle- 
men of the Ligcoloſhire regiment, one of the 
officers of which accommodated him with a 
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of the regiment in going what are ſtyled the 


Rounds, where he might (obſerve. the forms of 


% 4 


viſiting the guards, for the ſeeing that they and 


their ſentries are ready in their duty on their ſe. 
veral poſts. He took occaſion to converſe at 
times on military topicks, one in particular, 


that I ſee the mention of, in your Journal of 


me“, as to gun-powder; which he ſpoke of 
to the ſame effect, in part, that you relate. 


to the men at one of the extremities of it, and 
watched all their practices attentively; and 


men indeed do load their muſquets and fire with 


lar in requiring to know what was the weight 
of the muſquet-balls in uſe, and within what 
diftance they might be expected to take effect 


In walking among the tents, and obſerving 
private men, he ſaid that the ſuperiority of ac- 


tent in which he ſlept; and from General Hall, 


| Third edition, p. 111. 
+ When I one day at Court expreſſed to General Hall 
any ſenſe of the honour he had done my friend, he politely 


anſwered, “ Sir, I dig,my/e f honour.” . 
. tent lion 
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he ion likewiſe of the General's aid-de-camp, 1778. 
tention likewiſe of the G p- 

of Captain Smith, ſeemed to be very welcome to — 

d him, as appeared by their engaging, in a great 

E- 


deal of diſcourſe together. The gentlemen of 
the Eaſt York regiment likewiſe on being in- 
formed of his coming, folicited his company at 
dinner, but by that time he had fixed his de- 
parture, ſo that he could not comply with the 
invitation.“ | Bo: Penn | 


- To Jus BoswsLL, EV. 
; « DRAR SIR, 8 


« I have received two letters from-you, of 
| which the ſecond complains of the neglect 


h ſhown to the firſt. You muſt not tye your friends 
* to ſuch punRual correſpondence. You have all 
It poſſible aſſurances of my affection and eſteem; 
at 


and there ought to be no need of reiterated pro 

feſſions. When it may happen that I can give 
you either counſel or comfort, I hope it will 
never happen to me that I ſhould negle& you; 
but you muſt not think me criminal or cold if I 


* ſay nothing, when J have nothing to ſay. 
2, “ You are now happy enough. Mrs. Boſwell 
8 


is recovered ; and I congratulate you _ the 
2 of her long life. If general appro- 


1 ation will add any thing to your enjoyment, I 
e can tell you that I have heard you mentioned as 
a a man whom every body likes. I think life has 
. = little more to give. 


„ has gone to his regiment. He has 


laid down his coach, and talks of making more 
contractions of his expence : how he will ſuc- 
ceed I know not. It is difficult to reform a 
houſehold gradually; it may be better done by 
a ſyſtem totally new. I am afraid he has al- 
ways ſomething to hide. When we preſſed 

| _ > man 


. 
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, he objected the neceſſit 
of attending his navigation; yet he ebuld ral. 


of going to Aberdeen, a place not much nearer 


his navigation. I believe he cannot bear the 


thought of living at in a ſtate of dimi- 


nution; and of appearing among the gentle- 
men of the neighbourhood horn of his beams. 
This is natural, but it is cowardly. What I 
told him of the encreaſing expence of a growing 
family ſeems to have ſtruck him. He certainly 
had gone on with very confuſed views, and we 
have, I think, ſhown him that he is wrong; 
though, with the common deficience of adviſ- 
ers, we have not ſhown him how to do right. 
I wiſh you would a little correct or reſtrain 
your imagination, and imagine that happineſs, 
ſuch as life admits, may be had at other places 


as well as London. Without aſſerting ſtoiciſm, 


it may be ſaid, that it is our buſineſs to exempt 


ourſelves as much as we can from the power of 


external things. There is but one ſolid baſis 


of happineſs ; and that is, the reaſonable hope 
of a happy futurity. This may be had every 


_ where. 


L do not blame your preference of London 
to other places, for it is really to be preferred, 
if the choice is free ;- but few have the choice of 
their place or their manner of life ; and mere 
pleafure ought not to be the prime motive of 
Anu... | 353 

Mrs. Thrale, poor thing, has a daughter. 
Mr. Thrale diſlikes the times, like the reſt of 
us. Mrs. Williams is fick; Mrs. Deſmoulins 
is poor. I have miſerable nights. Nobody is 
well ba: Mr. Levett. I am, dear Sir, | 

| 6 Your moſt, &c. 
London, July 3, 1778. SAM. JOHNSON.” 
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rence between him and his friend Mr. Strahan ; 
the particulars of which it is unneceſſary to re- 
late. Their reconciliation was communicated 


to me in a letter from Mr. Strahan, in the fol- 


lowing words: 


ce The notes I ſhewed you that paſſed between 
him and me were dated in March laſt. The 
matter lay dormant till July 27, when he 
wrote to me as follows: Fe eee 
To W1LLIAaM STRAHAN, Eſq, 
4 ; © SIR, 7p : | * ä 
III would be very fooliſh for us to con- 
tiaue ſtrangers any longer. You can never 
by perſiſteney make wrong right. If I re- 
ſented too acrimoniouſly, I reſented only to 
yourſelf. Nobody ever ſaw or heard what L 
wrote. You ſaw that my anger was over, 
for in a day or two came to your houſe, 


have given you longer time; and I hope you 


have made ſo good uſe of it, as to be no 
longer on evil terms with, Sir, e 

our, &c. | 
© SAM. JOHNSON.” 


On this I called upon bim, and he has fince 
dined with me.” ROT 


. ; After this time, the ſame frietdſhip as for- 
merly continued between Dr. Johnſon and Mr. 


Strahan. My friend mentioned to me a little 
circumſtance of his attention, which, though 
we may ſmile at it, muſt be allowed to have us 
foundation in a nice and true knowledge of hu- 


man life. When I write to Scotland, (ſaid he,) 


Vox. III. H I employ 
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n e courſe of this year there was a diffe- 1778. 
rd 
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<Dx4a2 S169 |; © fe oil t- 4 5 
_ <© WHEN I recollect how long ago I 


ſome enquiries after my friends. 
Pray how many ſheep-ſtealers did you con- 
vict? and how did you puniſn them? when are | 
you to be cantoned in better habitations ? The 
air grows cold, and the ground damp. Longer 
ftay in the camp cannot be without much danger 
to the health of the common men, if even the 


officers can eſcape. 


N & \ 4 <- 


Lou ſee that Dr. Percy is now Dean of 
Carliſle; about five hundred a year, with a 
power of preſenting himſelf to ſome good liv- 
ing. He is provided for. _ N 

< The ſeſſion of the club is to commence 


with that of the parliament. Mr. Banks de- 
| fires to be admitted; he will-be a very honour- 
able acceſſion. | | | 
Did the King pleaſe you? The Coxheath BE 
men, I think, have ſome reaſon to complain: 
Reynolds ſays your camp is better than theirs. M1 

< I hope you find yourſelf able to encounter 
this weather. Take care of your own health; 
and, as you can, of your men. | Be pleaſed to 
make my compliments to all the gentlemen 


Dr. Johnſon here addrefles his worthy friend, Bennet 
Langton, Eſq. as a Captain of the Lincolnſhire militia. 


_ whoſe | 
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oe notice I have had, and whoſe kindneſs - 1778. 
WW have experienced. I am, dear Sir. mens 


Four moſt hamble ſervant. 
Oct. 31, 178. SAM; JOHNSON:” 

I wrote to him on the 18th of Auguſt; the 18th 
of September, and the 6th of November; in- 


borming him ef my having had afidther Ton 


born, whom I had called James; that I had 
paſſed ſome time at Auchinleck; that the Coun- 
teſs of Loudoun, now 1n her ninety-ninth year, 
was as freſh as when he ſaw her, and remem- 
bered him with reſpect; and that his mother by 
adoption, the Counteſs of Eglintoune, had ſaid 


to me, © Tell Mr. Johnſon I love him exceed- 


ingly ;” that I had again ſuffered much from 
bad ſpirits ; and that it was very long ſince I 
heard from him, I was not a little uneaſy. 

The continuance of his regard for his friend 


Dr. Burney, appears from the following letters : 
To the Reverend Dr. WurzIzx, Oxford. 


„ DAR 81x, | | 5 
* Dx. Bux NE, who brings this paper, is 


engaged in a Hiſtory of 'Mufick ; and having 


been told by Dr. Markham of ſome MSS. relat- 


ig to his ſubject, which are in the library of 
your College, is defirous to examine them. He 
is my friend; and therefore I take the liberty of 
intreating your favour and aſſiſtance in his en- 


quiry : I can aſſure you, with great confidence, 
that 1f you knew him he would not want any 


intervenient ſolicitation to obtain the kindneſs 
Wot one who loves learning and virtue as you 
love them. | TS | 


* have been flattering myſelf. all the ſum- 
mer with the hope of paying my annual viſit to 
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1778. my friends, but ſomething bas obſtructed me: 
l ſtill hope not to be long without ſeeing you Wl 


Kut. 69. J ſhould: be glad of a little literary talk; and 5 
glad to ſhew you, by the frequency of my viſits, + 
how eagerly I love it, when you talk it. I am 
PW . 
Tour humble ſervant, a 
London, Nov. 2, 1778-/ .,,,, Sam. JouNsoN/ WM fi 
Jo the Rev. Dr. EpwarDs, Oxford. E 
EOF init TR. 1 . Eo ew. ; 1 
00S tt 1 v4: 1 1 * 5 Jo 
HE bearer; Dr: Burney, has had ſome bi 
- account of a Welſh manuſcript in the Bodleian w. 
library, from which he hopes to gain ſome. ma I. 
_ terials for his Hiſtory of Muſick ; but being ig ha 
norant of the language, is at a loſs where WMD: 
find aſſiſtance. I make no doubt but you, Sir, of 
can help him through his difficulties, and there. 
fore take the liberty of recommending him to 
your favour, as I am ſure you will find him a 
man worthy of every civility that can be ſhewn,f 
and every Loved that can be conferred. 
<« But we muſt not let Welſh drive us from an 
Greek. What comes of Xenophon ? If you he 
g do not like the trouble of publiſhing the book, e 
dq not let your commentaries be loſt; contrive ha 
that they may be publiſhed ſomewhere. I am, Mhe 
Sir, 0 i FEES. wr —_ PI 
2  « Your humble ſervant, if 
London, Nov. 2, 1778. SAM. JOHNSON." * 
I beſe letters procured Dr. Burney great kind- th 
neſs and friendly offices from both of theſe gen- 8 
tlemen, not only on that occaſion, but in future 
viſits to the univerſity. The ſame year Dr. pe 
It 


Johnſon not only wrote to Dr. Joſeph W arton 
in favour of Dr. Burney's youngeſt ſon, who 
| | 2 was 


, 
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companied him to e when be went 
thither. 

We ſurely cannot but admire the SIT Th 
exertions of this great and good man, eſpecially- 
when we conſider how grievouſſy he was at- 
flicted with bad health, and how uacomfortable 
his home was made by the perpetual jarring of 
thoſe whom he charitably accommodated under 
his roof. He has ſometimes ſuffered me to talk 
jocularly of his groupe of females, and call them 
his ſeraglio. He thus mentions them, : together 
with honeſt Levett, in-one of his letters to Mrs, 
Tbralef:“ Williams hates ever body; Levett 
hates Deſmoulins, and does not love Williams; 
Deſmoulins hates them both; Poll“ loves 80 
of them. ? 


75 Ions BoswELL, Eu. 


« DE AR Sn, | 
te TIT is indeed a long time ſince I wrote, 
and I think you have ſome reaſon to complain; 
however, you muſt not let ſmall things diſturb 
you, when you have ſuch a fine addition to your 
happineſs as a new boy, and I hope your lady's 
W health reſtored by bringing him. K Eee very 
probable that a little care will now reſtore her, 
if any remains of her complaints are left. 
= < You ſeem, if I underſtand your letter, to 
be gaining ground at . an een 
that would give me great delight. 
* * * * * # 

When apy fit of anxiety, or gloomineſs or 
perverſion of mind, lays hold upon you, make 
it a rule not to publiſh'j it by complaints, but ex- 


+ Vol. IL P- 38. Miſs Ca michael. 


was to be placed in the college there, but /ac- 1778. 2 
W 
Etat. (g. 
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Vers. erg your whole care to hide is, by endeavouring 
= Fat oy: to hide it, you will drive;itaway- Be always buſy. 


The club is to meet with the Parliament; 
we talk of electing Banks, the traveller; he 
will be a reputable member. 
Langton has been encamped with his com- 
pany of militia on Warley Common; I ſpent 
five days amongſt them; he ſignalized himſelf 
as à diligent officer, and has very high reſpect 
in the regiment. He preſided when I was there 
at a court- martial; he is now quartered in Hert- 
fordſhire; his lady and little ones are in Scot- 
land. Paoli came to the camp and commended 
the ſoldiers. 4 Sho tae: - red} 

* Of myſelf I have no great matter to ſay, | 
my health, is not reſtored, my nights are reſtlefs | 
and tedious. The beſt night that I have had 
theſe twenty years was at Fort-Auguſtus, 

*] hope ſoon to ſend: you a few lives to read. 
I am dear Sir, 


-. wt 4d td. wed Yd wa 


— - — 2. 
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— — 


— nn 


— e A tee er ene Penn ts 
— mee ee eee ETD 
— — == G — = — 


1 < Your moſt affectionate, 
Nov. 21, 478.“ San. Jonnson.” 


About this time Mr. John Huſſey, who had 
been ſome time in trade, and is now a clergy- 
man of the church of England, being about to 
undertake a journey to Aleppo, and other parts 
of the Eaſt, which he accompliſhed, Dr. John- 

ſon honoured him with the following letter: : 


| To Mr. Jonx Hussxkx. 
© Drax Sin, | 
< have ſent you the © Grammar”, and have 
left you two books more, by which I hope to be 


* Notwithſtanding all my anxious attention to chrono- 
logical order, I find that TI have aſcribed to this year the 
publication of his Prefaces to the Poets, which in fact 
came out early in the next year. | — 


remem- 
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perhaps ſee each other no more, you part wit Tat. og. 


my good wiſhes, nor do I deſpair of ſeeing you 
return. Let no opportunities of vice corrupt 


8 let no bad example ſeduce you; let the 


indneſs of Mahometans confirm you in Chriſ- 


W tizoity. Gop bleſs you. I am, dear Sir, 


our affectionate humble ſervant, 
Dec. 29, 1778. SAM. JOHNSON.” 


Johnſon this year expreſſed great ſatisfaction 


at the publication of the firſt volume of Dif- 
courſes to the Royal Academy,” by Sir Joſhua 
Reynolds, whom he always conſidered as one 
of his literary ſchool: Much praiſe indeed is 
due to thoſe excellent diſcourſes, which are fo 
univerſally admired; and for which the author 
lately received from the Empreſs of Ruſſia a 


gold ſnuff-box, adorned with her profile in bas 
relief, ſet in diamonds; and containing what is 


infinitely more valuable, a ſlip of paper, on 
which are written with her Imperial Majeſty's 
own hand, the following words; Pour le Cheva- 
lier Reynolds en temoignage du contentement- que 
j ai reſſentie a la lecture de ſes excellens diſcours fur 
la peinture,” „5 5 

In 1779, Johnſon proceeded, at intervals, in 
writing his Lives of the Poets.“ 


On the 22d of January, I wrote to him on 
ſeveral topicks, and mentioned that as he had 
been ſo good as to permit me to have the proof- 
ſheets of his Lives of the Poets,” I had writ- 


ten to his ſervant Francis, to take care of them 
for me. N 


Mr. 


1779. 
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Mr. BoswELL 10 Dr. JoHNs0N. 
« My DEAR Sin, . 1 Edinburgh. Feb. 2, 1/779. 


„ GARRICE's death is a ſtriking event; 
not that we ſhould be ſurpriſed with the death 


of any man, who has lived ſixty-two years. 


But becauſe there was a vivacity in our late cele- 
brated friend, which drove away the thoughts 
of death from any aſſociation with him; I am 
ſure you will be tenderly affected with his de- 
parture; and I would wiſh to hear from you 
upon the ſubjet, I was obliged to him in my 


days of efferveſcence, in London, when poor 
Derrick was my governour ; and fince that 
time I received many civilities from him. Do 


you remember how pleafing it was, when I 
received a letter from him at Inverary, upon 


our firſt return to civilized living after our 


Hebridean journey. I ſhall always remember 
him with affection as well as admiration. 

* On Saturday laſt, being the .3oth of Janu- 
ary, I drank coffee and old port, and had ſo- 
lemn converſation. with the Reverend Mr. 
Falconer, a non-juring - biſhop, à very learned 
and worthy man, He gave two toaſts, which 
you will believe I drank with cordiality, Dr. 


Samuel Johnſon, and Flora Macdonald. I ſat 


about fcur hours with him, and it was really 


as if I had been living in the laſt century. 


The Epiſcopal Church of Seotland, though 
faithful ta the royal houſe of Stuart, has never 


accepted of any conge délire, ſince the Revo- 


lation ; it is the only true Epiſcopal Church in 
Scotland, as it has its own ſucceſſion of biſhops. 
For as to the epiſcopal clergy who take the oaths 
to the preſent government, they indeed follow 
the rites of the Church of England, but, as biſhop 
Falconer obſerved, they are not Epiſcopals; _ 

1 SSI jth E945 
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they are under no biſhop, as a biſhop cannot 1979. 
have authority beyond his dioceſe. | 3 

This venerable gentleman, did me the ho- 8 
nour to dine with me yeſterday, and he laid his 
hands upon the heads of my little ones. We 
had a good deal of curious literary converſation, 
particularly about Mr. Thomas Ruddiman, with 
whom he lived in great friendſhip. 

Any freſh inſtance of the uncertainty of 
life makes one embrace more cloſely a valuable 
friend. My dear and much reſpected Sir, may 
8 Gop preſerve you long in this world while I am 
nm it. I am ever.. ä 

9 Jour much obliged, | 

And affeQtionate humble fervant, 
{0 £2212 e ales: eee 3 


On the 23d of February I wrote to him again, 
complaining of his filence as I had heard he was 
ill, and I announced my intention of ſoon being 
again in London, Tot | + ; 


To JAMES BosWELL, Eſg. 
DAR Sis, | 


WH ſhould you take ſuch delight to 
make a buſtle, to write to Mr. Thrale that I am 
= negligent, and to Francis to do what is ſo very 
=8 unneceſſary, Thrale, you may be ſure cared 
not about it; and Tſhall ſpare Francis the trouble, 
by ordering a ſet both pf the Lives and Poets to 
dear Mrs. Boſwell*, in acknowledgment of her 
marmalade. Perſuade her to accept them, and 
accept them kindly. If I thought ſhe would 
receive them ſcornfully, I would fend them to 
Miss Boſwell, who, I hope, has yet none of her 

mamma's ill-will to me. : 
He ſent a ſet elegantly bound and gilt, which was re- 


ceived as a very handſome preſent. | 
« I would 
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= 1779 +«. © E would fend ſets of Lives, four volumes, 

= e ſome other friends, to Lord Hailes firſt. Hiz 

Wil Kar 7% ſecond volume lies by my bed - ide; a book 

; A furely of great labour, and to every juſt think. 
er of great delight. Write me word to whom | 
I ſhall ſend beſides; would it pleaſe Lord Au- 

chinleck? Mrs. Thrale waits in the coach. 
March 13, 1779. SAM. JOHNSON,” 


This letter croſſed me on the road to London, 
where I arrived on Monday, March 15, and 
next morning at 4 late hour, found Dr. Johnſon 
fitting over his tea, attended by Mrs. Deſmou- | 
lins, Mr. Levett, and a clergyman, who had 
come to ſubmit poetical pieces to his reviſion. It 
is wonderful what a number and variety of | 
writers, ſome of them even unknown to him, 
prevailed on his good-nature to look over their 
works, and ſuggeſt corrections and improve. 
ments. My arrival interrupted for a little while 
the important buſineſs of this true repreſenta- 
tive of Bayes ; upon its being reſumed, I found 
that the ſubject under immediate conſideration 
was a tranſlation, yet in manuſeript of the Car- 
men Seculare of Horace, which had this year been 
ſet to muſiek, and performed as a publick enter- 
tainment in London, for the joint benefit of 
Monfieur Philidor aud Signor Barett. When 
9 JO had done, the authour aſked him'blunt- 
y, If upon the whole it was a good tranſla- 
tion?” * Johnſon, whoſe regard for truth was 
uncommonly ftrit, ſeemed to be puzzled for a 
moment, vu Hs anſwer to make, as he certainly 
could not honeſtly commend the performance: 
with exquiſite addreſs he evaded the queſtion 
- thus, Sir, I do not ſay that it may not be made 
a very good tranſlation.” Here nothing what- 
| ever 
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ever in favour of the performance was af 1779 
firmed, | and yet the writer was not ſhocked: - A Fn nt 
printed Ode to the Warlike Genius of Bri © 
tain, came next in review; the bard was a lank 
bony figure, with ſhort: black hair; he was 
writhing bimſelf in agitation, while Johnſon 
read, and ſhewing his teeth in a grin of earneſt- 
| neſs, exclaimed in broken ſentences; and in x 
keen ſharp tone, Is that poetry, Siv?—ls it 
Pindar?“ JonNgoN. © Why, Sir, there is here 
| a-great deal of what is called poetry.” Then 
turning to me, the poet cried, © My muſe; has 
not been long upon the town, and (pointing to 
the Ode) it trembles under the hand of the great 
critick.” Johnſon in a tone of diſpleaſure aſed 
him, Why do you praiſe Anſon?” I did not 
trouble him by aſking his reaſon for this queſ- 
tion. He proceeded, Here is an errour, Sir; 
you have made Genius feminine.“ “ Palpable, 
Sir; (cried the enthuſiaſt) T know it. But (in a 
lower tone) it was to pay a compliment to the 
Ducheſs: of Devonſhire, with which her Grace 
was pleaſed. She is walking acroſs Coxheath, 
in the military uniform, and I ſuppoſe her to be 
the Genius of Britain.“ Jon xsO N. Sir you 
are giving a reaſon for it, but that will not render 
it right.” You: may have a reaſon why two and 
two ſhould make five; they wall ſtill make but: 
four.” | 
Although I was ſeveral times with him in the 
courſe of the following days, ſuch it ſeems were 
my occupations, or ſuch my negligence, that I 
have preſerved no memorial of his converſatien 
till Friday, March 26, when I viſited him. He 
ſaidheexpeRed to be attacked on account of his 
Lives of the Poets.“ However (laid he) 
I would rather be attacked than unnoticed. 
For the worſt thing you can do to an authour is 
to 
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_ to be filent as to his works. An aſſault upon a 


Tu. 70. town 18 a bad thing; 3 but ſtarving is ſtill worſe; 


7⁰ an aſſault ma 


be unſucceſsful; you may have 
more men killed than you kill; but if you ſtarve 
the town you are ſure of a victo | 

Talking of a friend of our's a ociating with 
perſons of very diſcordant principles and cha. 
racers; I ſaid he was a very univerſal man, quite 
KY man of the world, Jonungon. © Yes, Sir 

t one may be fo much a man of the 
world as to be nothing in the world. 
I remember a paſſage in Goldſmith's © Vicar of 
Wakefield, which he was afterwards fool 
enough to expunge: I do not love a man who 


is zealous for nothing.” BosWELL. © That was 


a fine monty ao JotnsoN. © Yes, Sir: there 
was another fine paſſage too, which he ſtruck 
out : When I was a young man, being 3 
to diſtinguiſh myſelf, I was perpetually ſtarting 
new propoſitions. But I ſoon gave this over; 
for, I found that generally what was new was 
falſe.” I ſaid I did not like to fit with people 
af whom I had not a good opinion. JohxsOx. 
* But you muſt not indulge your delicacy too 
much; or you will be a tete d tete man all your 
life.“ 

During my ſtay i in London, this ſpring, I find 
1 was unaccountably negligent in preſerving 
Johnſon's ſayings, more ſo than at any time when 
I was happy enough to have an opportunity of 
hearing his wiſdom and wit. There is no help 
for it now. I muſt content myſelf with preſent- 
ing ſuch ſcraps as I have. But I am neverthe- 
Jeſs aſhamed and vexed to think how much has 
been loſt. It is not that there was a bad crop 
this year; but that I was not ſufficiently careful 
in gathering jt in. I, therefore, in ſome inſtances 
can only exhibit a ſew detached fragments. 
Talking 
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Talking of the wonderful concealment of the 1779 


authour of the celebrated letters hgned Junius; Etat > 


he ſaid, © I ſhould have believed Burke to be 
Tunius, becauſe I know no man but Burke who 


Is capable of writing theſe letters; but Burke 


ſpontaneouſly denied it to me. The caſe would 
have been different had I aſked him if he was 
the authour; a man ſo queſtioned, as to an a- 


nonymous publication, may think he has a right 


to deny it. e A IE 
He obſerved that his old friend,' Mr. Sheri- 


dan, had been honoured with extraordinary at- 


tention in his own country, by having had an ex- 
ception made in his favour in an Iriſh Act of 
Parliament concerning inſolvent debtors. To 
be thus ſingled out (ſaid he) by a legiſlature, as 
an object of public conſideration and kindneſs, 
is a proof of no common merit.“ 

At Streatham, on Monday, March 29, at 
breakfaſt he maintained that a father had no right 


to controul the inclinations of his daughters in 


marriage. 


On Wedneſday, March 31, when J viſited | 


him, and confeſſed an exceſs. of which I had 
very ſeldom been guilty ; that I had ſpent a 


whole night in playing at cards, andthat I could 


not lcok back on it with ſatisfaction. Inſtead of 
a harſh animadverſion, he mildly ſaid, Alas, 
Sir, on how few things can we look back with 
a CO OR EP 
On Thurſday, April, 1, he commended one 
of the Dukes of Devonſhire for © a dogged ve- 
racity.” He ſaid too, London Is nothing to 
ſome people; but to a man whoſe pleaſure is 
intellectual, London is the place. And there 
is no place where ceconomy can be fo well prac- 
tiſed as in London. More can be had here for 


the money, even by ladies, tibe any wheie 


elle, 
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na ſmall place; you muſt make an uniform ap- 
Fut. 70- pearance, Here a lady may have well-fumiſhed 


meat in her kitchen.” ' 


ſantly, in my hearing, Though I have 


apartments, and elegant dreſs, without any 


I was amuſed by confidering with how much 


_ eaſe and coolneſs. he could write or talk to a 
_. friend, exhorting him not to ſuppoſe that bappi- 


neſs was not to be found as well in other places 
as in London; when he himſelf was at all times 
ſenſible of its being, comparatively ſpeaking, a 
heaven upon earth. The truth is, that by thoſe 
who from ſagacity, attention, and experience, 
have learnt the full advantage of London, its 
pre- eminence over every other place, not only 
for variety of enjoyment, but for comfort, will 
be felt with a philoſophical exultation. The 
freedom from remark and petty cenſure, with 


_. which life may be paſſed there, is a circumſtance 


which'a man who knows the teizing reftraint of 
a narrow circle muſt reliſh highly. Mr. Burke 
whoſe orderly and amiable domeſtick habits 
might make the eye of obſervation lefs irkſome 
to him than to moſt men, ſaid once very plea- 

the ho- 
nour to; reprefent Briſtol, T ſhould not like to 
hve th&#e ; I ſhould be obliged to be fo much 
upon my good behaviour.” In London, a man may 
live in ſplendid foctety at one time, and in frugal 
retirement another, without animadverſion. — 


There, ard there alone, a man's own houſe is 


truly his caſtle, in which he can be in perfect 
ſafety from intruſion whenever he Mens I 
never ſhall forget how well this was expreſſed to 
me one day by Mr. Meynell: The chief ad- 
vantage of London (ſaid he) is, that a man is al- 
ways fo near his burrow.” © | 
He ſaid of one of his old acquaintances, © He 
is very fit for a travelling governour. He knows 

1 1 French 


your fortune 
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French very well. He is a man of good princi- 1779. 


ples; and there would be no danger that a young 
gentleman ſhould catch his manner; for it is ſo 
very bad; that ĩt muſt be avoided. In that re- 
ſpect he would be like the drunken Helot.“ 
On Friday, April 2, being Good-Friday, 1 
viſited him in the morning as uſual; and finding 
that we inſenſibly fell into a train of ridicule up- 
on the foibles of one of our friends, a very wor- 
thy man; I, by way of a check, quoted ſome 
admonition from The Government of the 
Tongue, that very pious book. It ha 
alſo. remarkably enough, that the ſubject of the 
ſermon preached to us to-day by Dr. Burrows, 
the rector of St. Clement Danes, upon the cer- 
tainty that at the laſt day we muſt give an ac- 
count of the deeds done in the body ;” and, 
amongſt various acts of culpability he mentioned 
evil-ſpeaking. As we were moving flowly along 
in the croud from church, Johnſon jogged my 
elbow, and faid, © Did you attend to the ſer- 
mon ?”—* Yes, Sir, (ſaid I,) it was very appli- 
cable to us.“ He, however, ſtood upon the 
defenſive. Why, Sir, the ſenſe of ridicule 
is given us, and may be lawfully uſed. The 
authour of The Government of the Tongue? 
would have us to treat all men alike.” EY 
In the interval between morning and evening 
ſervice, he endeavoured to employ himſelf 
earneſtly in devotional exerciſes ; and, as he has 
mentioned in his © Prayers and Mednations*,” 
gave me Les Penſees de Paſcal,” that I might 
not interrupt him. I preſerve the book with 
reverence. His preſenting it to me is marked 
upon it with his own hand, and I have found in 
it a truly divine unction. We went to church 
again in the afternoon. h 


* Page 173. 
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1779. On Saturday, April 3, I viſited him at night, 
>> and found him fitting in Mrs. Williams's room, 


Etat. 


ng with her, and one who he afterwards: told me 


was a natural ſon of the ſecond Lord Southwell. 


The table had a ſingular appearance, being co- 


one man does not believe.” 


vered with a heterogenous aſſemblage of oyſters 
and porter for his company, and tea for himſelf, 
I mentioned my having heard an eminent phyſi- 


eian, who was himſelf a chriſtian, argue in fa- 


vour of univerſal toleration, and maintain, that 
no man could be hurt by another man's differing 
from him in opinion. Jon NvSON. © Sir, you are 
to à certain degree hurt by knowing that even 


= 


* 


On Eaſter-day, after folemn ſervice at St. 


Paul's, I dined with him: Mr. Allen the printer 


was alſo his gueſt. He was uncommonly ſilent; 


and I have not written down any thing, except 


a ſingle curious fact, which, having the ſanc- 
tion of his inflexible veracity, may be received 
as a ſtriking, inſtance of human inſenſibility and 


inconſideration. As he was paſſing by a fiſh- 


monger who was ſkinning an eel alive, he heard 


Lim “ curſe it, becauſe it would not lye ſtill.” 


the quatit oh. of different liquors; and ſpoke 


de drowned by it before it made 


him drunk.“ I was perſuaded to drink one 


glaſs of it, that he might judge, not from re- 
collection, which might be dim, but from im- 
mediate - ſenſations He ſhook his head, and 


ſaid, © Poor ſtuff. No, Sir, elaret is the liquor 


for boys; port, for men: but he who aſpires to 


be a hero (ſmiling) muſt drink brandy. In the 
firſt place, the flaygur of brandy is moſt . 


„„ „„ ES ed Coe Ro © 


emtempt of claret, as ſo weak; that 
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eſt for a man What drink irg cun do for him: — = 


There are indeed, few who ire able to drink 
brandy. That ts a power rather to he withed 
for han attained. And yet (proceeded fe) as 
in all pleaſure hope is 'a conſiderable Part, I 
knowy not bat fruition comes too quick by bran- 


Etat. 70. : 


dy. Horence wine I think the worſt; it is wine 


only to the eye; it is wine neither while you are 


dini ing it, nor after you have drunk it; it nei- 
ther pleaſes the taſte, nor exhilirates che ſpirits.” 


I reminded him how heartily he and T'tſed to 


drink wine together when we were firſt acquaint- 


ed; and how T ufed to have a head-ache after 


fitting up with him. He did not like to Hive 
this recalled, or, perhaps, thinking that I boaſt- 
ed improperly, reſolved to hive a witty ftroke 
at me: Nay, Sir, it was not the wine which 
made your head ache, but the ſenſe thut I put 
into it.“ BOSWEII. What, Sir? will ſenſe 


make the head ache?“ JonHNsON. © Yes, Sir, 


(with a ſmile) when it is not uſed to it.“ No 
man who has a true reliſh of pleafantry could be 
offended at this; eſpecially if Johnſon in a long 
intimacy had given him repeated proofs of his 


regard and good eſtimation. I uſed to fay, that 


as he had given me a thoufand pound in praiſe, 
he had a good right now and then to take a gui- 
nea from me. 3 FTE 


+ % * 8 


On Thurſday, April 8, I dined wich him at 


Mr. Allan Ramfay's, with Lord Grabam and 


other company. We talked of Shakſpeate's 


witches. Jotnson. © They are beings of his 


own ereatioa ; they are 4 compound of malig- 


nity and meanneſs, without any abilities; and 


are quite different from the Italian magician— 


King James fays, in his Dæmonology,, Ma- 


Yictans command the devils; witches are their 


+ OL. bi: I ſervants. 
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1779. ſervants.” The Italian | Magicians are elegan 
bein ings.“ RAMuSAx. “Opera witches, not Dr, 
„ 70. y. lane witches.” Johnſon | obſerved, chat ab 

| hries might be employed! in a narrow ſphere, a 

in getting money, which he ſaid he believed n 

a man could do, without vigorous parts, thoug 
concentrated to a point. RAMSa Y. Tes, lik 

\ a ſtrong horſe na mill: he pulls better.“ 
| _ _...,_ Lord Graham, while he praiſed the beauty 
--Lochlomond, on the banks of which is his fl. 

mily ſeat, complained of the climate, and ſaid 

he could not bear it. Jon x SON. Nay, ny 

Lord, don't talk, ſo: you may bear it vel 

enough. | Your anceſtors have borne it mon 

. years than I can tell.“ This was a handſome 
compliment to the antiquity of the houſe of Mon. 

| : ſs His Lordſhip. told me ade tha 


1 y. LOO s horſe ſhould fumble.” “ 
Lord Graham commended Dr. Drummond at 
N ples, as a man of extraordinary talents; and 
added, that he had a great love of libert 
© ID He is young, my Lord; Cooking to 
is; Lordſhip with an arch ſmile) all Zoys.love 
liberty, till experience convinces them \ are 
not ſo fit to govern themſelves as they imagined, 
We are all agreed as to our own liberty; we 
would have as much of it as we can get; but 
vue are not agreed as to the liberty of others: 
for in proportion as we take, others muſt loſe.— 
Ibelieve we hardly wiſh that the mob ſhould 
have liberty to govern us. When that was 85 
AB v1 1 Ae eeale 
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caſe ſome time ago, no man was at liberty not 1779. 
to have candles in his windows.” RAMSALYV.— X 
« The reſult is, that order is better than confu- 
fron.” JoansoN. © The reſult is, that order 
cannot be had but by ſubordination.” 

On Friday, April 16, I had been preſent a 

the trial of the unfortunate Mr. Hackman, who, 
in a fit of frantick jealous love, had ſhot Miſs 
Ray, the favourite of a nobleman. Johnſon, in 
whoſe company I dined to-day, with ſome other 
friends, was much iptereſted by my account of 
what paſſed, and particularly with his prayer 
for the mercy of heaven. He ſaid, in a ſolemn 
fervid tone, © I hope he ba“ find mercy.” 


This day a violent altercation aroſe between 
Johnſon and Beauclerk, which having made 
much noiſe at the time, I think it proper, in or- 
give a minute account of it. 

In talking of Hackman, Johnſon argued, as 
Judge Blackſtone had done, that his being fur- 
niſhed with two piſtols was a proof that he 
meant to ſhoot two perſons. Mr. Beauclerk 
ſaid, No; for that every wiſe man who intend- 
ed to ſhoot himſelf, took two piſtols, that he 
might be fure of doing it at once. Lord 
ss cook ſhot himſelf with one piſtol, 
and lived ten days in great agony. Mr. 5 
who loved buttered muffins, but durſt not eat 
them becauſe they diſagreed with his ſtomach, 


der to prevent any future miſrepreſentation, to 


reſolved to ſnoot himſelf; and then he ate three 


buttered muffins for breakfaſt, before ſhooting 
himſelf, knowing that he ſhould not be troubled 
with indigeſtion : e had two charged piſtols ; 
one was found lying charged upon the table by 
him, after he had ſhot himſelf with the other.” 
“Well, (faid Johnſon, with an air of triumph,) 


you ſee here one piſtol is ſufficient,” Beauclerk 


12 replied 


— —K 
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17790. replied fmartly, © Becauſe it happened to kill 
TI bim.“ And either then, 'or-a very little after- 
att 7% wards, heing piqued at Jobiſon's triumphant 
remark, added, This is what youdon't know, | 


contempt.“ PEAUCLFRE. (with a polite 4nel:- 
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and I do.” There was then a ceſſation of the 
_ diſpute; and ſome minutes imervened, during 
which, dinner and the glaſs vent on cheerfully; 
when Johnſon ſuddenly and abruptly exclaimed, 
Mr. Beauclerk, how came you to talk fo pe- 
tulantly to me, as This is what you don't know, 
but what 1 know?” One thing I know which 
you don't ſeem to know, that you are very unci- 
vil.” - BEAUCLERR. © Becauſe yo began by 
being uncivil, (which you always are).” The 
words in parentheſis were, I believe, not heard 
by Dr. Johnſon. Here again tliere was a ceſſa- 
tion of arms. Johnſon told me, that the reafon 
why he waited ſome time at firſt without taking 
any notice of what Mr. Beauclerk ſaid, was be- 
Laufe he was thiaking whether he ſhould reſent 
it. But when he conſidered that there were pre- 
ſent a young Lord and an eminent traveller, two 
men of the world with whom he had never din- 
ed before, he was apprebenſive that they might 
think he had a right to take ſuch liberties with 
him as Beauclerk did, and therefore reſolved he 
wonld not let it paſs; adding, that he would 
not appear as à coward.“ A little while after 


this, the converfation turned to the violence of 


Hackman's-terhper. ,Johnfon then fard, It was 
his buſineſs to command his temper, as nty friend 
Mr. Beauclerk ſhould have done foie time ago.” 
| BEgAUCLERK. I fhould learn of you, Sir. 
JounsoN. ©-Sir, you have. given me opportu- 
nities enough of learning, when I have been in 
your company. No man loves to be treated with 


nation towards Jehnſon) Sir, you have kr 


me 


, rr 
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| me twenty years, and however L may have treat- 1779; 
ed others, vou may be ſure I, could never —— 70. | 


ou with, contempt.“ Jon wsoN. Sir, 
oth ſaid more than, was neceſſary.” Thus it 
ended; and Beapclerk's coach not having come. 
for him till it was very late, Pr. Johnſon and 
another gentleman, ſat with him a, long, time af. 
ter the. relt of, the. company were gone; and he 
and, I dined at, Beauclerk's. on, the Saturday ſe n- 

night following. 

After this tempeſt had, ſubſided; 1 recollect 
the following particulars of his eonverſation: 

« I am always for getting a boy forward in 
his learning; for. chat is a ſure good. I would 
let him at > read. any Englith book which - 
happens to engage his. atteniipn.;, becauſe-you 
have done a great deal when you, have, brought 
him to have eee from a book. He'll 
get better hooks afterwards.” | 

'< Mallet, I believe, never wrote a ſingle 
line of his projected Life of che Duke of Marl- 
borough. He groped for materials; and thought 


of it, till he exhauſted his mind. Thus it 


ſometimes. happens that men entaugle chemſelves ] 
in their own Ichemes.” . 

& TO. be contradicted, in, order to force you. 
to talk, is mighty. unpleaſing. Lou ſhine, in- 
deed; but it is by. being ground,” | 

Of a gentleman who made ſome figure among 
the Literal of his time, he ſaid, What emi- 
nence he, had was by a felicity of man- 
ner: he had no more learging than what he 
could not help.“ 

On. Sawrday, April 24, I dined. with him at 
Mr. Beauclerk's, Hh. Sir Ia Reynolds, Mr. 
Jones, (now Sir William,), Mr. Lapgton, * 
e 8 HOW, and * 5 ene AK 
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1779. mentioned that a Mr. Wilkes had attached Gar- 
' rick to me, as a man who had no friend. 
 JounsoN. I believe he is right, Sir. 


— K nr ne rn eOImens 
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He had friends, but no friend. Garrick was ſo 
diffuſed, he had no man to whom he wiſhed to 
unboſom himſelf. He found people always ready 
to applaud him, and that always for the ſame 
thing : ſo he ſaw life with great uniformity.” I 


took upon me for once, to fight with Goliath's 


weapons, and play the ſophiſt.—< Garrick did 
not need a friend, as he got from every body all 


he wanted. What is a friend? One who ſup- 


ports you and comforts you, while others donot. 
Friendſhip, you know, Sir, 1s the cordial drop, 


© to make the nauſeous draught of life go down: 
but if the draught be not . nauſeous, if it be all 
ſweet, there is no occaficn for that drop.” —— 
JounsoN. © Many men would not be content 


to live ſo. I hope I ſhould not. They would 
wiſh- to have an intimate friend, with whom 


they might compare minds, and cheriſh private 


virtues.” One of_the company mentioned Lord 


- Cheſterfield, as a man who had no friend 


JounsoN. © There were more materials to 
make friendſhip in Garrick, had he not been fo 
diffuſed,” BoswsrLr, © Garrick was pure gold, 


but beat out to thin leaf. Lord Chefterfield was 


tinſel.“ JonnsoN. © Garrick was a very good 
man, the cheerfulleſt man of his age; a decent 


liver in a profeſſion which is ſuppoſed to give 
indulgence tolicentiouſneſs ; and a man who gave 
away, freely, money acquired by himſelf. He 


began the world with a great hunger for money; 


the ſon of a half- pay officer, bred in a Nr | 


whoſe ſtudy was to make four-pence do as muc 


as others made four-pence halfpenny do. But, 
when he had got money, he was very liberal.” 


I preſumed to animadvert on his eulogy on Gar- 
rick, in his © Lives of the Poets.” © You ſay, 


Sir, 
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Sir, his death eclipſed the gaiety of nations. 
eſs. It is the truth; ecligſed, not extinguiſhed ; 
and his death did eclipſe ; it was like a florm.” 
BoswELL. © But why nations? Did his gaiety 
extend farther than his ownnation ?” JoHNSON. 
« Why, Sir, ſome exaggeration muſt be allowed. 
Beſides, nations may be ſaid if ve allow the 
Scotch to be a nation, and to have gaiety, which 
they have not. Tou are an exception though. 
Come, gentlemen, let us candidly admit that 


there is one Scotchman who is cheerful.” BEAU- 


B “J could not have faid more nor X—= 


CLERK. © But he is a very unnatural Scotch- 


man.” I, however, continued to think the 
compliment to Garrick hyperbohcally untrue. 


His acting had ceaſed ſometime before his death; 


at any rate he had acted in Ireland but a ſhort, 


time, at an early period of his life, and never 


in Scotland. I objected allo to what appears an 
anticlymax of praiſe, when contraſted with the 
preceding panegyrick—*® and dimmiſhed- the 
publick ſtock of harmleſs pleaſure !”-—Is not 
harmleſs pleafure very tame?“ JounsoON. © Nay, 
Sir, harmleſs pleafure is the higheſt praiſe. Plea- 
ſure is a word of dubious import; pleaſure is in 
general dangerous, and pernicious to virtue; to 
be able therefore to furniſh pleaſure that is harm- 
leſs, pleaſure pure and unalloyed, is as great a 
power as a man can poſſeſs.” This, was, per- 
haps, as ingenious a defence as could be made; 


? 


A celebrated wit being mentioned, he ſaid, 


| © One may ſay of him as was, ſaid of a French 


wit, Il a de Pefprit que contre Dieu. I have 
been ſeveral times in company with him, but 
never perceived any ſtrong power of wit. He 


produces a general effect by various means; he 


bas a chearful countenance and à gay voice — 
2 beſides 
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1779: beſides his trade is Wit. It would be as wild in 
him to come into company without merriment, 
is for a highwayman to take the road without 
his piſtolss. 765 
Talking of the effects of drinking, he ſaid, 
„Drinking may be practiſed with great pru- 


3 
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dence; a man who expoſes, himſelf. when. he is 


| intoxicated,” has not the art of getting drunk; 
a ſober man who happens occahonally. to. get 
drunk, readily enough goes into a, new compa- 
ny, which a man who has been drinking ſhould 
never do, Such a man will undertake apy thing; 
he is without {kill in mebriation. I uſed to ſlink 
home when I had drunk too much. A man 
accuſtomed to ſelf-examination- will be conſci- 
ous when he is drunk, though an habitual, drunk- 
ard will not be conſciqus of it. I knew a phy- 
ſician who for twenty. years was not ſober; yet 
in a pamphlet, which he wrote ypon fevers, he 
appealed to Garrick and me for his vindication 
from a charge of drunkenneſs. A bookſeller 
(naming him) who, got a large fortune hy trade, 
was ſo habitually and. equably drunk, that. his 
moſt intimate friends never perceived that he 
was more ſober at one time than another.? 
Talking of celebrated and ſucceſsful irregular 
practiſers in phyſick, he ſaid, © Taylor was the 
moſt ignorant man I ever knew; but ſprightly. 
Ward the dulleſt. Taylor challenged. me once 
to talk Latin with him.; (laughing). I quoted 
ſome of Horace, which he took to be part of 
my own ſpeech. He faid a few words well 
enough. BEAUCLER R. I remember, Sir, 
you ſaid. that Taylor was an inſtance how far 
impudence could carry ignorance.” , Mr. Beau. 
clerk was: very entertaining this day, and. told, 
us a number of ſhort ſtories. in a lively elegant 
manner, and with that air of the, world which 


has 
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| has 1 knows pot chat unprofhxe dice, 20 if 


there were ſomething more than is exprefied, or 


than perhaps we could perfectly underſtand. As . 
Johnſon and I accompanied Sir Joſhua Reynolds 


in his coach, Johnſon ſaid, © There is in Beau- 


| clerk a predominance over his company; that 


one does not like. But he is a man who has 
lived fo much in the world, that he has a ſhort 
ſtory on every occaſion; he is n ready ts 
talk and is never exhauſted.” 
Johnſon and I paſſed the evening at Maſs Rey- 
nolds 8, Sir Joſhua s ſiſter. I mentioneck that an 
eminent friend of our's talking of the common 
remark, that affection deſcends, ſaid that *© thig 
was wiſely contrived for the prefervation of 
mankind ; for which it was not ſo neceſſary that 
there ſhould be affection from children to pa- 


rents, as from parents to children; nay there 


would be no harm in that view though children 
ſhould at a certain age eat their parents.” Jou x- 
soN. But, Sir, if this were known generally 
to be the caſe, parents would not have aflection 
for children.“ BOSW REI. © Frue; Sir.; ſor it 
is in expectation of a return that pareuts: are fo 
attentive to their children; and I know a very 
pretty inſtance of a little girb of whom her fa- 
ther was very fond, wh& once when he was in 
a melancholy fit, and had gone to. bed; perſuad- 


ed him to rife in good- humour, by ſaying, My 


dear papa, pleaſe to get up, and let me help 
you on with your clothes, that 1 may learn to 
do it when you are an old man. v“ 

Soon aſter this time a little cktient wave 


which I will not ſappreſs, becauſe J am deſirous 
that my. work ſnould be, as much as is conſiſt. 


ent with the ſtricteſt truth, an antidote to the 
falſe and injurious notions of his chaxacter, 


which: have been given by others, and 4 
I infuſe: 


To. aol. 
Li # 
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1779 I infuſe every drop « 


To Dr. JounsoN. _ 


« My pa SIR, 


I. am in great pain with an inflamed 


foot, and obliged to keep my bed, ſo am pre- 


vented from having the pleaſure to dine at Mr. 
Ramſay's to-day, which is very hard; and my 
ſpirits are ſadly ſunk. Will you be ſo friendly 
as to come and ſit an hour with me in the even- 


ing. Hamer 
Tour moſt faithful, e 7 
And affectionate humble ſervant, 


„South Audley-ſtreet. JAMES BOSWELL.” / 


Monday, April 6. 


To Mr. BosWELL. | 


« MR. Jounso0N laments the abſence 


of Mr. Boſwell, and will come to him.” 
_ 4 Harley-ſtreet.” 10 88735 


He came to me in the evening, and brought . 
Sir Joſhua Reynolds along with him. I need 


ſcarcely ſay, that their converſation, while they 


fate by my bed- ſide, was the moſt pleaſing opi- 


ate to pain that could have been adminiſtered. 
Johnſon being now better diſpoſed io obtain in- 


formation concerning Pope than he was laſt year, 


ſent by me to my Lord Marchmont, a preſent 
of thoſe volumes of his © Lives of the Poets,” 


which were at this time publiſhed, with a re- 


queſt to have permiſſion to wait on him, and his 
Lordſhip, who had called on him twice, oblig- 


ingly appointed Saturday, the firſt of May, for 


receiving us. 
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On that morning Jobnſon came to me from 177 


Streatham, and after drinking chocolate, at Ge- 
neral Paoli's, in Scuth-Audley-ſtreet, we pro- 
| ceeded to Lord Marchmont's, in Curzon-ftreet. 
His Lordſhip met us at the door of his library, 
and with great politeneſs ſaid to Johnſon, © I 
am not going to make an encomium upon myſelf, 
by telling you the high reſpect I have for you, 
Sir.” Johnſon was exceedingly courteous, and 
the interview, which laſted about two hours, 
during which the Earl communicated his anec- 
dotes of Pope, was as agreeable as I could have 
wiſhed. - When we came out, I ſaid to John- 
fon, that conſidering his Lordſhip's civility, I 
ſhould: have been vexed if he had again failed 
to come. Sir (ſaid he) I would rather have 
given twenty pounds than not have come.“ I 
accompanied him to Streatham, where we dined | 
and returned to town in the evening. 

On Monday, May 3, I dined with him at 
Mr. Dilly's ; 1585 him this day for his opi- 
nion on the paſla e in Parnell, concerning which 
I had in vain — bim in ſeveral letters, 
and at length obtained it in due form of law, 


Cas x for Dr. 8 e 3d of © 
N. 1718. 


„ PARNELL, in his Hermit, has the ©. 
lowing paſſage : | 


IJo clear this doubt, to know PO world by ſight, 
To find if books and | ſwains report it right: _ 
For yet by fwains alone the world he knew, 


2 Whoſe e came r 0 er r'the . 


. 


1 not a Selene is in its 1 feft pe 
AY thatthe Hermit knew both what books and 


ſwains 
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1779. ſwains be of the world; yet afterwark 
B . did, knew it by fwains aloze ? 2 1 5 


I Ming it an inaccuracy.— He 1 
two inſtructors i inthe fir ft Ane, 9 Joys he 
uad only one in ſlie nexi. | 
This evening l ſet out for Scotland: 
2 Mrs. Luer PORTER, in 2 


E DEAR Mapa, 


MR. GxkEN has informed me e that | 


you are much better; I hope I need not tel you 
chat L am glad of it. I cannot boaſt of bein 
much b ; my old nocturnal complaint ſtil 
urſues me, and my reſpiration is difficult, tho 
much eaſier than when Fleft you the fammer 
before laſt. Mr. and Mrs. Thrale are well; 
| Mliſs has been 2 little indiſpoſed; but ſhe is got 
- well again. They have ſince the toſs of their 


| boy had two daughters; but they ſeem, likely to 
| : want a fon. 


A hope you had ſome books which I ſent 

you. I was ſorry for poor Mrs. Adey's death, 

i | and am afraid you will be ſometimes ſolitary; 

* but endeavour, whether alone or in company, 

| to keep yourſelf cheerful. My friends likewiſe 

. die ver) faſt; but fuch is the ſtate of man. I 
am, dear love, 

« Your moſt humble ſervant 
| May 4. . SN. JoHnsON,” 


He had, befare I left . reſumed the 
converſation concerning the appearance. of a 
Wen at Newcaſtle upon Tyne, which Mr. John 

eſley believed, but to which Johnſon did not 
give credit. I was, however, deſirous to exa- 
mine the queſtion 2 and at the ſame time 

wiſhed 


[ph —_ 2 2 


e mi 
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wiſhed to be made acquainted with Mr. Jehn 1779. 
Weſley ; for though I differed from-himinJome 1 | 
points, I admired his various talents, and loved © © 
his pious zeal. At my requeſt, therefore, Dr. 

Johnſon gave me a letter of introduction io 

him. | 8 1 


To fie Reverend Mr. Jon WisLzy. 


CCC 
« MR. BosWELL, a gentleman who has 
been long known to me, is deſirous of being 
known to you, und has aſked this reoommenda- 
tion, which I give him with great willingriefs, 
beeauſe I think it very much to be 'wifhed that 

worthy and religious men ſhould be acquaimed 
| with each other. Lam, Sir.. 
* Your moſt humble ſervant, 


r WIE | : 
; * May 3, 1779. Sax. JOHNSON. 
Ji | 3 


Mr. Weſley being in the courſe of his miniſtey 
at Edinburgh, I prefented this letter to him, 
and was very politely received. I begged to 


t bave it returned to me, which was accordimgł 
5 done. His ſtate of the evidence às to the ghoſt, 


did mot ſarisfy me. 1 
I did not write to Johnſon, as uſual, upon my 
return to my family; but tried how he would 
be affected by my ſilenee. Mr. Dilly ſent me a 
a copy of a note which he received from him on 
the 13th of July, in theſe words: | 
D Mr. DI L v. 
% Stk, EE | F ; * | * . 
« SINCE Mr. Bofwells departure I have 
never heard froth him; pleaſe to Ted word 
what you know of him, and whether you kave 
ſent iy books to his lady. Lam, & Wr. 
5 a © SAM. JOHNSON.” \ 
_ My 
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My readers will not doubt that his folicitade 


Ix: Mons me was very flattering. 


To Janus Boownin, The 


2 * 4 
621 118115 
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147 WH AT can. poflibly have happened, 
that keeps: us two ſuch ſtrangers to each other? 
I expected to have heard from you when you 
came home; I expected afterwards. I went 
into the country, and returned; and yet there is 
no letter from Mr. Boſwell. No ul I hope has 
happened; and if ill ſhould bappen, why ſhould 
it be concealed from him who loves you? Is it a 
fit.of humour, that has diſpoſed you to try who 
can hold out the longeſt without writing? if it 
be, you have the victory. But I am afraid of 
ſomething bad; ſet me free from my ſuſpicions. 

*© My thoughts are at preſent employed in gueſ- 
ſing the reaſon of your ſilence: you muſt not 
expect that I ſhould tell you any thing, if I had 
any thing to tell. Write, pray write to me, and 
let me know what is, or what has been the cauſe 
of this long interruption. I am, dear Sir, 

* Your moſt affectionate humble - 0 | 
__ A 13, 1779. 5 . Jonnsox- 


To Dr. Save Jounsox. a; 


«© My DEAR Som. Edinburgh, July 17. 1779 


* WHAT may be juſtly denommated a 

ſupine indolence of mind has been my ſtate of 
_ exiſtence ſince I laſt returned to Scotland. In a 
hvelier ſtate I had often ſuffered ſeverely from 

long intervals of filence on your part ;. and I had 

even been chid by you for expreſſing my.unea- 
finefs. "I was willing to take advantage of my 

| | inſenſibility, 


Ie tn BS „ „ „ „ 


8 7˙9˙5³⁰² i ae. 
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ment, to try whether, your affection for me, 
would, after an unuſual filence on my part, 
make you write firſt. This afternoon I have 
had very high ſatisfaction by receiving your kind 

letter of inquiry, for which I moſt gratefully 
make the experiment; though I have gained 
by it. I was beginning to grow tender, and to 
upbraid myſelf, eſpecially after having dreamt 
two nights ago that I was with you. I and my 
wife, and my four children, are well. I would 
not delay one poſt to anſwer your letter; but 
as it is late, I have not time to do more. You 


a ſhall ſoon hear from me, upon many and various 
0 particulars; and 1 ſhall never again put you to 
it any teſt. Jever am, with veneration, my dear 
of Sir, Your much obliged een, 

. E And faithful bumble ſervant, 

0 gh 1 je RN on . 1 
d On the 22d of July, I wrote to him again; 
d and gave him an account of my laſt interview 


ſe with my worthy friend Mr. Edw. Dilly, at his bro- 
ther's houſe at Southill, in Bedfordſnire, where 
he died ſoon after I parted him, leaving me a 
very kind remembrance of his regard; _ © 

I informed him that Lord Hailes, who had 
promiſed to furniſh him with ſome anecdotes 
for his © Lives of the Poets,” had ſent me three 
9 inſtances of Prior's borrowing from Gombauld, 
in Recueil des Poetes,” tome 3. Epigram © To 
John T owed, great obligation,” p. 25. ' To 
the Duke of Noailles,“ p. 32. © Sauntering 
Jack and idle Joan,” p. 25. 

My letter was a pretty long one, and con- 
tained a variety of particulars; but he, it would 
ſeem had not attended to it; for his next to me 
was as follows: 


To 


inſenſibility, and while I could bear the experi- 1779. 


Maar. 90. 


- which I could not Always. ſettle to my ; own 


childiſh; 5 and that ãt is as fooliſh to make expe- 


hes I cannot conjecture; but after one trick, 
J will not be cheated by another, nor will har- 
raſs my thoughts with conjectures about the me- 


that Mrs. Boſwell is well — and that the fine 
ſummer bas reſtored Lord Auchinteck. I am! 
much better chan you left me; 1 think I am bet- | 
ter than when I was in Seatiand, 
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ines = 7 fy e he 
_ « My DEAR Stau, 


_ ARE you playing: the 1 agais, 
and. urying g.who'ſcan keep fflence longeſt ? Re. 
member that all tricks are either knaviſh or 


TIDES, upon the, conſtancy of a friend, as urch 
the chaſtity of a wiſe. 
What e dd undes . fit of k. 


tives of a man who, probably acts Only by ca- 
price. 1 cherefore ſu ppofe you are well, and 


r forgot whether I informed you that poor 
Thrale has been in great danger. Mrs. Thrale 
like wiſe bas miſcarried,” and been much indiſ- 
poſed... ie Every body elle i is well; Langton 5 is in 
camp. I intend to-put ailes's-defcription 

of ryden® into another edition, and as I know 
bis accuracy, wiſh he would conſider the dates, 


ws > is. 


mind. 
« Mr. Thrale goes to 1 77 helmſton, abod 
Nichaelmas, to be jolly and ride ahuntic 

ſhall go to town, Vf periaps to Oxford. Exer. 
eiſe and gaiety, or rather careleſſneſs, Will, ] 
Hope, diſſipate all remains of bis malady; and 

1 lewile hope by the change of place, to find 


* Which 1 commünichted to him from his Kr but 
it Has not ey been PAINE” 18990 a TIT 9 


e fraud wen, BY 
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ſome opportunities of growing yet better myſelf, 1779- : 


I am, dear Sir 3 d ON 
1 << Your humble ſervant. | 
'* Streatham, Sept. 9, 1779. Sam. JOHNSON.” 


My readers will not be diſpleaſed at being 
told every ſlight circumſtance of the manner in 
which Dr. Johnſon contrived to amuſe his ſoli- 
| tary hours. He ſometimes employed himſelf 
in chymiſtry, ſometimes in watering and prun- 
ing a vine, and ſometimes in ſmall experiments, 
at which thoſe who may ſmile, ſhould recollect 
that there are moments which admit of being 
ſoothed only by trifles.* | . 


On the 20th of September I defended myſelf 


againſt his ſuſpicion of me, which I did not de- 
ſerve; and I added, Pray let us write frequent- 
ly. A whim ſtrikes me, that we ſhould each 
ſend off a ſheet once a week, like a ſtage- 
coach, whether it be full or not ; nay, though 
it ſhould be empty. The very ſight of your 
hand-writing would comfort me ; and were a 


ſheet.to be thus ſent regularly, we ſhould much 


 oftener convey ſomething, were it only a few 
kind words.” 5 


In one of his manuſcript diaries, there is the following 
entry. which marks his curious minute attention: Aug. 7, 
1779. Partem brachii deætri carpo pr:ximam et cutem pectoris 
circa maxillam dextram raſi, ut notum fieret guunto temporis, 
pili renovarentur.” | | 


Another of the ſame kind appears, July 26, 1768. 


I ſhaved my nail by accident in whetting the knife, about 
an eighth of an inch from the bottom, and about a fourth 


from the top. This I meaſure that I may know the 
youth of nails; the whole is about five eighths of an 
inch. | | | | 8 
And, Aug. 15, 1783. I cut from the vine 41 leaves, 
which weighed five oz. and a half, and eight ſcruples ;— 
15 rigs ou my book-caſe to ſee what weight they will 
loſe by drying.“ | | . 
FO My 


\ 


8 | I 30 
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„ 


rite lr or bu os 
M. I mien Colonel James Stuart, ſecond ſon 


of nid earl of Bute, who had diſtinguiſhed him- 


Etat. 70. 


ſelf as a good officer of the Bedfordſhire mili- 


tia, had taken a publick-ſ irited reſolution to 
| eng his country in its difficulties, by raiſing a 


egular regiment, and taking the command of 


1 chimfelf This, in the heir of the immenſe 
| H of Wortley, was bighly honourable, 


aving been in Scotland recrulting, be oblig- 


"1 iagly aſked. me to accompany him to Leeds 


then the bead-quarters of his corps; from thene 
to London for a ſhort me, and afterwards to 


4 4 


when Thad full leiſure. { was very ped eſ⸗ 


pecially as I was to accompany a man of ſter- 


ling good ſenſe, information, diſcernment; and 


.conviviality; and was to babe a ſecoud crop, 
in one year, of London and Johnſon. Of this 
T informed my illuſtrious friend, in characteriſti- 
cal warm terms, in a letter dated the Zoth of 


September, from Feeds. D. 


On Monday, October 4, 1 called at his kouſe 


D before he was up. He ſent for me to his. re 
| fide, and expreſſed his ſatisfaction at this inci- 
dental meeting; with as much vivacity as if he 
had been in the gaiety of youth. e called 


briſkly, Frank, go and get cotice, and let. by 
"breakfaſt in'Þþlendour.” 9 Sade 
During chis viſit to London 1 had ſeveral b in- 
terviews with him, which. it is unneceſſary to 
diſtinguiſh particularly. I conſulted him as to 
the appointment of guardians tomy children, in 
caſe of my death. Sir, (ſald he) do not ap- 
poirit a number of guardians. When they are 


many, they truſt one to another, and the uſi- - 


neſs is neglected. T would adviſe you to:chooſe 
only one; let him be a man of reſpectable cha- 
---TaRer, 


OO oo om a. 
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racter, who, for his own credit, will do what 1779 
is right; let him be a rich man, ſo that he may er 0. 
be under no temptation to take advantage ; and* 79 
let him be a man of buſineſs, who is uſed to 
conduct affairs with ability and expertneſs, to 
whom, therefore, the execution of the truſt will 
not be burthenſom ee. 
On Sunday, October 10, we dined together 
at Mr. Strahan's. The converſation having 8 


turned on the prevailing practice of going to 
the Eaſt-Indies in queſt of wealth ;—Joanson. 
« A man had better have ten thouſand pounds at 
the end of ten years paſſed in England, than twen- 
ty thouſand pounds at the end of ten years paſſed 
in India, becauſe you muſt compute what yougive 
for money; anda man who has lived ten years in 
India, has given up ten years of ſocial comfort and 
all thoſe advantages which ariſe from living in 
England. The ingenious Mr. Brown, diftinguiſh- 
ed by the name of Capability Brown, told me, that 
he was once at the ſeat of Lord Clive, who had 


returned from India with great wealth; and 


that he ſhewed him at the door of his bed- 
chamber a large cheſt, which he faid he had 
once full of gold; upon which Brown obſerv- 
ed, © I am glad you can bear it ſo near your 
bedchamber.” FF 

We talked of the ſtate of the poor in Lon- 


don.— Jon sow. Saunders Welch, the juſtice, 


who was once high-conſtable of Holborn, and 
had the, beſt opportunities of knowing the 
ſtate of the poor, told me, that I uHder- rated 
the number, when I computed that twenty a 
week, that is, above à thouſand a year, died 


of hunger; not abſolutely of immediate hun- 
ger, but of the waſting and other diſeaſes which 


are the conſequences of hunger. This happens 
only in fo large a place as London, where people 
are not known. What we are told about the. 


— great 


— 
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great ſums got by begging is not true: the trade 
is overſtocked. And, you may depend upon 
it, there are many who cannot get work. A 
particular kind of manufacture fails. Thoſe 
who have been uſed to work at it can, for ſome 
time, work at nothing elſe. You meet a man 
begging ; vou charge him with idleneſs: he 
ſays, 1 am willing to labour. Will you give 


me work ?—'T cannot. Why then you have 
no right to charge me with idleneſs. 


We leſt Mr. Strahan's at ſeven, as Johnſon 
had ſaid he intended to go to evening prayers, 
As we walked along, he complained of a Fete 


gout in his toe, and ſaid, ] ſhan't go to prayers 


to-night; I fhall go to-morrow. Whenever! 


miſs church on a Sunday, J reſolve to go ano- 


ther day. But I do not always do it.“ This 
was a Li exhibition of that vibration between 


_ pious reſolutions and indolence, which many of 


us have too often experienced. 
I went home with him, and we had a long 
quiet converſation. hn p 


I read him a letter from Dr. Hugh Blair, con- 


% 


_ cerning Pope, (in writing whoſe life he was 
now employed,) which I ſhall inſert as a lite- 


rary curioſity.C 1 15 
* The Reverend Dr. Law, Biſhop of Carliſle, in the 
Preface to his valuable edition of Archbiſhop King's 


» 


. * Effay on the Origin of Evil,” mentions that the princi- 


ples maintained in it had been adopted by Pope in his 
Eſſay on Man;“ and adds, The fact, notwithſtanding 
fuch denial, (Biſhop Warburton's,) might have been ſtrict- 
ly verified by an unexceptionable teſtimony, iz. that of 
the late Lord Bathurſt, who ſaw the very ſame ſyſtem of 
the To C5ATwv (taken from the Archbiſhop) in Lord 


Bolingbroke's own hand, lying before Mr. Pope, while 
be was compoſing his Effay.” This is reſpectable evi- 


dence; but that of Dr. Blair is more direct from the foun- 


tain - head, as well as more full. {7 


To 


ed to you w 
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e Dear SIR, 


IN che year 1763, being at London, I was 


carried by Dr. John Blair, prebendary of Welt. 
minſter, to dine at old Lord Bathurſt's; where 
we found the late Mr. Mallet, Sir James Porter, 


who had been ambaſſadour at Conſtantinople, 
the late Dr: Macaulay, and two or three more. 
The (converſation turning on Mr. Pope, lord 
Bathurſt told us, that The Eſſay on Man' was 


originally compoſed by lord Bolingbroke in 


proſe, and that Mr. Pope did no more than put 
it into verſe: that he had read lord Bolingbroke's 
manuſcript in his own hand-writing; and remem- 
bered well that he was at a loſs whether moſt 
to admire. the elegance of lord Bolingbroke's 


proſe, or the beauty of Mr. Pope's verſe. When 


lord Bathurſt told this, Mr. Mallet bade me at- 
tend, and remember this remarkable. piece of 
information ; as by the courle of nature, I might 


ſurvive his lordſhip, and be a witneſs of his 


having ſaid fo. The converſation was indeed 
too remarkable to be forgotten. A few days 
after, meeting with you, who were then alſo 
at London, you will remember that I mention- 

— had paſſed on this ſubjeR, as 1 
was much ſtruck with this anecdote. But what 
aſcertains my recollection of it beyond doubt, 
is, that being accuſtomed to keep a journal of 
what paſſed when I was at London, which I 
wrote out every evening, | find the particulars 
of the above information, juſt as- I have now 
given them, diſtinctly marked; and am thence 
enabled to fix this converſation to have paſſed 


on Friday the 22d of April, 1753 


* re- 
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1779- *© I remember alſo diſtinctly, though I have 
Ta. I not for this the authority of my journal, ) that 
tat. 7% the converſation going on concerning Mr. Pope, 
I took notice of a report which had been ſome- 
times propagated that he did not underſtand 
Greek. Lord Bathurſt faid to me, that he knew 
that to be falſe; for that part of the Thad was 
tranſlated by Mr. Pope in his houſe in the coun- 
try; and that in the mornings, 'when they af- 
ſembled at breakfaſt,' Mr. Pope uſed frequertly 
to repeat, with great rapture, the Greek lines 
which he had been tranſlating, and then to give 
them his verſion of them, 155 to compare them 
together. ))) 
If theſe circumſtances can be of any uſe to 
Dr. Johnfon, you have my full liberty to give 
them to him. I beg you will, at the ſame time, 
preſent to him wy moſt reſpectful compliments, 
with beſt wiſhes for his ſucceſs and fame in all 
his literary undertakings. I am, with great 
VJ 056K: 1995 
een 7-910 Your moſt affectionate © 
| 7 And obliged humble ſervant, ' 


_ © Broughton-Park, © Huch Bra,” 
Sept. 21, 1779. 8 eee 


_ -  Jorns0N. © Depend upon it, Sir, this is too 
ſtrongly ſtated. Pope may have had from Bo- 
lingbroke the philoſophick ſtamina of his eſſay: 
and admitting this to be true, lord Bathurſt did 
not intentionally falſify. But the thing is not 
true in the latitude that Blair ſeems to imagine; 
we are ſure that the poetical imagery, which 
makes a great part of the poem, was Pope's 
own. It is amazing, Sir, what deviations there 
are from preciſe truth, in the account which is 
given of almoſt every thing. I told Mrs. 
Thrale, You have fo little anxiety about truth, 

35 - — that 
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that you never tax Jour memory with the exact 1779. 
hinge Now wha is the uſe of tlie memory to r 
truth, if one is careleſs of exaCneſs!'?" Lord 8 
5 185 c Aimals'6f, Scotlarid* Are very exact; e 
but they contain mere dty particulars: £17: They : „„ 
are to be confidered : as à dictionary. Abu Eno) 
ſuch things are there; and may "be" looked at” 
when you, pleaſe. Robertſon paints; but the 
misfortune is, you are fare he does not know the 
people whom he paints: ſo you eannot ſuppoſe! 
a likeneſs. . Characters ſhould never be given 
by an hiſtorian unleſs he knew the people whom!” 
he deſcribes, or copies from thoſe who Knew 
them.” ES {of 

BoswzLL. © Why Sir, do FEE: play this 
trick which I obſervenow, when I look at your 
grate, putting the ſhovel againſt it to make the 
fire burn?“ Jon HNMSON. They play the trick, 
but it does not make the fire burfl. There is 4 
better (ſetting the poker perpendicularly up at 
right angles Wifkr the grate.) In days of ſuper- 
ſtition they 1 8 it, as it made a croſs with 
5 828 it woul os 


= 


not be" Et of Feng too much wifdem, 
conſidering, quid wvaleant humeri, how little he 
can carry.“ Jon xsOx. * Sir, be as wiſe as 
you can ; let à man be alis /etus; ſapiens fibi + * 


Though pleas d to ſee the dolphins play, - 
I mind my N and m e 5 


You may be wiſe in your ſtudy i in the . 
and gay in company at a tavern in the evening. 
Every man is to take care of N own wiſdom 
Ren and 


1 
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os qo hin own virtue, vithout minding too much. 


=> what others think.” 


3 ſaid, © Dodfley: firſt mentioned 10 me 


e ſcheme of an Engliſh Dictionary; but | had 


long thought of it.” Bos wil. © You did 
not know what you was undertaking.” Jonx- 
8ON. © Yes, Sir, I knew very well what I was 
undertaking—and very well how to do it, and 
have done it very we ell,” BosweLL. An ex- 
cellent climax ! and it has availed you. In 

ur preface you ſay, © What would it avail me 
bn this gloom. of olitude 15 Lou have been 


- agreeably miſtaken.” 


In his life of Milton he th "7 eindot 


but remark a kind of reſpect, perhaps uncon- 


ſciouſly, paid to this great man by his biograph- 


| ers: every houſe in which he reſided is hiſto- 
rically mentioned, as if it were an injury to ne- 
glect naming any place that he honoured by his 


preſence.” I had, before I read this obſerva- 
tion, been deſirous of ſhewing that reſpect to 
Johnſon, by various inquiries. Finding him 
this evening in a very good humour, I prevailed 


on him to give me an exact liſt of his places of 
reſidence, ſince he entered the metropolis as an 


authour, which I ſubjoin in a note.“ 

I mentioned to him a diſpute between a fiend 
of mine and his lady, concerning conjugal infi- 
delity, which my friend had maintained was by 
no means ſo bad in the huſband, as in the wife. 


* x. Exeter- ſtreet, off Catherine-ftreet, Strand. 


2. Greenwich. 
3. Woadſtock- ſtreet, near Hanover-ſquare. 
4 Caſtle-ftreet, Cavendiſh-ſquare. 


Strand. 


at 460" 
| tran 

2 Bow-ft - mol 
9. Holborn. | | 
Jonxsox. 


— 
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| 12 Your friend was in the right, Sir. 177%. 
zetween a man and his Maker it is a different Tur. — 
queſtion; but between a man and his wife, a 
huſband's infidehty is nothing. They are con- 
nected by children, by fortune, by ſerious con- 
ſiderations of community. W iſe married wo- 
men don't trouble themſelves about infidelity in 
their huſbands. BoswELL. © To be ſure there 
is a great difference between the offence of in- 
fidelity in a man and that of his wife.” Joux- 
so N. The difference is boundleſs. The man 
impoſes no baſtards upon his wife.” . bo 

ere it may be queſtioned whether Johnſon 
was entirely in the right. I ſuppoſe it will not 
be controverted that the difference in the degree 
of crimmality is very great, on account of con- 
ſequences : but ſtill it may be maintained, that 
6 independent of moral obligation, infidelity is 
; by no means a light offence in a huſband ; be- 
cauſe it muſt hurt a delicate attachment, in 
which a mutual conſtancy is implied, with ſuch 
refined ſentiments as M er has exhibited in 
his play of © The Picture.“ Johnſon probably 
at another time would have admitted this opi- 
nion. And let it be kept in remembrance, that 
he was very careful not to give any encourage- 
ment to irregular conduct. A gentleman, not 
adverting to the diſtinction made by him upon 
this ſubject, ſuppoſed a caſe of Grabs per- 
verſeneſs in a wife, and heedleſsly ſaid, That 


F h 9 * 


5 od 


10. Fetter-lane. 
11. Holborn, again. 

12. Gough-ſquare. 

13. Staple-Inn. 7 _ 
14. Gray's-Inn. 

15. Inner Temple-Inn, No. r. 

16. 1 No. 7 

17. Bolt- court, No. 8. | 
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1779. then he thought a huſband might do as he.pleaſ- 


| — ed with a ſafe conſcience.” | Jouxson. Nay, 
| 418 * Sir, this is wild indeed (ſmiling); vo muſt 


oonfider that fornication is a crime in a 


| man; and you PANDA: have more liberty . 5 

| | being married. 

| | He this evening expreſſed himſelf. 08810 

1 againſt the Roman Catholicks ; obſerv 6 11 

| every thing which they difter from eo are 

| | wrong.” He was even againſt the in 1 — A 

1 | of faints; in ſhort, deres IG 2mour of 

| oppokition. 7 

| Having regretted. to: \bie that 1 "bad learn 

| little Greek, as is too generally the caſe in Scot- 

| land, that I had for a long time hardly applied 

| at all to the ſtudy of that noble language, and 

| that I was deſirous of being told by him what 

E . method to follow; he recommended to me as 
eaſy helps, Sylvanus's. '* Firſt Book of the 
Hiad';” Dawſon's © Lexicon to the Greek New 
Teſtament ; and “ Heſiod,” wih Hors Lexi- 
can at the end of it.. 

On Tueſday, October 12; 0 Fed . him 
at Mr. Ram 558 with Lord Newhaven, and 
ſome other comp none of whom I recollect 
but a beautiful Nite Graham, a relation of his | 
Lordſhip's, who aſked. Dr. Johnſon to hob or 
nob with her. He was flattered by ſuch pleal- 
ing attention, and politely told her, he never 
drank wine; bur il ſhe would drink a glaſs, of 
water, he was _ at her ſervice. She accept- 
ed. © Oho, Sir! (ſaid Lord Newhaven) you 
are caught.” JoHNs0N. © Nay, I do not ſee 
how Jam caught ; but if I am caught I don't 

want to get free again. If I am caught, I ho 
to be kept.” Then when the two glaſſes of wa- 
ter were brought, ſmiling placidly to the young 
lady, 8 let us reciprocate.” I, f 
2-4 "hs I 
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Lord Newhaven and: Johnſon carried on an 1779 


argument for ſome time, concerning the Middle — 


ſex election. Johnſon faid, Parliament 
be conſidered as bound by law, as a man is 
bound where there is nobody to tie the knot. 
As it is clear that the Houſe of eee 
expel, and expel again and again, why not al- 
low of the power to incapacitate for that parlia. 
ment, rather than have a perpetual conteſt kept 
up between parliament and the people. Lord 
Newhaven took the oppoſite ſide, but 'reſpeQ- 
fully ſaid, I ſpeak with great deference to 
you, Dr. Johnſon, I ſpeak to be inſtructed.“ 
This had its full effect upon my friend. He 
bowed his head almoſt as low as the table, to 
a complimenting nobleman; and called out, 
« My Lord, my Lord, I do not deſire all this 
ceremony; let us tell our minds to one another 
quietly.” After the debate was over, he ſaid; 
« have got lights on the ſubject to day, which 
I had not before.“ This was a great deal from 
him, eſpecially as he had written a pamphlet 
UC 9137.20 77 20 eh - bart 
He obſerved, © The Houſe of Commons was 
originally not a privilege. of the people, but a 
check for the Crown on the Houſe of Lords. 
I remember Henry the Eighth, wanted them to 
do ſomething ; they heſitated in the morning, 
but did it in the afternoon. He told tbem, It 
is well you did, or half your heads ſhould have 


been upon Temple-bar.“ But the Houſe of 


Commons is now no longer under the power of 
the Crown, and therefore muſt be bribed.“ 
He added, I have no delight in talking of 


public affairs. DT 


EY F } 7 3 
Of his fellow-collegian, the celebrated Mr. 


George Whitefield, he ſaid, * Whitefield never 


drew as much attention as a mountebank does; 


„ : he 


1779- he did not draw attention by doing better than 
Etat 

TY 15 Aſtley to preach a ſermon ſtanding 

head qn a horſe's back, he would collect a mul - 
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others, but by doing what was ſtrange. Were 
upon his 


titude to hear him; but no wiſe man would ſay 
he had made a better ſermon for that. I never 
treated Whitefield's miniſtry with contempt ; 
I believe he did good. He had devoted bim- 
ſelf to the lower claſſes of mankind, and among 
them he was of uſe. | But when. familiarity and 
noſe claim the praiſe due to knowledge, art, 
2 elegance, we muſt beat down ſuch preten- 
ons. belt. . 
What I have preſerved of his converſation 


during the remainder of my ftay in London at 


this time, is only what follows: I told him that 
when I objected to keep company with a no- 
torious infidel, a celebrated friend of our's ſaid 
to me, I do not think that men who live laxly 
in the world, as you and I do, can with pro- 
priety aſſume ſuch an authority. Dr. Jobnſon 
may, who 1s uniformly exemplary in his con- 
duct. But it is not very conſiſtent to ſhun an 
infidel to day, and get drunk to-morrow.” 
Joh xsoN. Nay, Sir, this is fad reaſoning, 
Becauſe a man cannot be right in all things, he 


is to be right in nothing? Becauſe a man ſome- 


times gets drunk, is he therefore to ſteal? This 
doctrine would ſoon bring a man to the gal- 
lows. 2 NF 

ce After all, however, it is a difficult queſtion 
how far ſincere Chriſtians ſnould aſſociate with 


the avowed enemies of religion; for in the firſt 


place, almoſt every man's mind may be more 


or leſs corrupted by evil communications; ſe- 


condly, the world may very naturally ſuppoſe 
that they are not really in earneſt in religion, 


who can eaſily bear its opponents; and — 
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| if the profane find themſelves quite well receiv- 
ed by the pious, one of the checks upon an 


open declaration of their infidelity, and one of 


which their being ſhunned would do, is remov- 
ed.” DUTT eee eee 


He, Iknow not why, ſhewed upon all occaſions 


an averſion to go to Ireland, where I propoſed 
to him that we ſhould make a tour. JounsoN. 
« Tt is the laſt place where I would wiſh to 
travel.” BoswsLr. © Should you not like to 
ſee Dublin, Sir?“ JonnsoN. © No, Sir, Dub- 
lin is only a worſe capital.” POSWEkLITI. Is 
not the Giant's-Cauſeway worth ' ſeeing ?” 


Jonn80x. © Worth ſeeing, yes; but not worth 


* 


going to ſee.” | ; 
Of an acquaintance of ours, whoſe. manners 
and every thing about him, Gore expenſive, 
were coarſe, he ſaid, © Sir, you ſee in him vul- 
gar proſperity.” . . * 


A foreign miniſter, of no very high talents, who | 


had been in his company for a conſiderable time 

uite overlooked, happened luckily to mention 
iv he had read ſome of his © Rambler” in Tta- 
lian, and admired it much. This pleaſed him 
greatly ; he obſerved, that the title had been 
tranſlated, I Genio errante, though I have been 


told it was rendered more ludicrouſly, '1/ v. 
bondo :. and finding that this minifter gave ſuch a 


proof of his taſte, he was all attention to him, 


and on the firſt remark which he made, however 


ſimple, exclaimed, © The Ambaſſadour fa 

well—His Excellency obferves*—And then he 
expanded and enriched the little that had been 
ſaid in ſo ſtrong a manner, that it appeared ſome- 
thing of conſequence. This was exceedingly 
entertaining to the company who were preſent, 


and many a time afterwards it furniſhed a.plea- 


fant 


Etat. 90. 
| the probable chances of obliging them to reflect, 


— — ſays well, became a laughable term of applauſe, 
when no mighty matter had been expreſſed. _ 
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ſant topic of merriment: The Ambaſſadour 


I leſt London, on Monday, October 18, and 


accompanied Colonel Stuart to Cheſter, where 


his regiment was to lye for ſome tim. 


N "of £ K * SES £8 , £3 : EY f 5 9 l 295 | ' 8 
Mr. BoswELL. to Dr, JonxN sow. 
e 


My Dpxar SIR, heiter, 22 Oct. 1779. 


IT was not till one o'clock on Monday 
morning, that Colonel Stuart and I left London; 
for we choſe to bid a cordial adieu to Lord 
Mountſtuart, who was to ſet out that day on his 
embaſſy to Turin. We drove on excellently, 
and reached Litchfield in good time enough that 
night. The Colonel had heard ſo preferable a 


character of the George, that he would not put 


up, at. the. Three Crowns, ſo, iat I did not fee 
our hoſt Wilkins. We found at the George as 
good accommodation as we could wiſh to have, 


and I fully enjoyed the comfortable thought that 


Twas in Litchfield again. Next morning it rain- 


ed very hard; and as I had much to do in a little 
time, I ordered a poſt-chaiſe, and between 


eight and nine {allied forth to make a round of 
V 


its. I firſt went to Mr. Green, hoping to have 
had him to accompany me to all my other 


friends, but he was engaged to attend the Biſhop 


of Sodor and Man, who was then lying at Litch- 
field very ill of the gout. Having taken a haſty 
glance at the additions to Green's muſeum, from 
which it was not eaſy to break away, I next 
went to the. Friery, where I at firſt occaſioned 
ſome tumult in the ladies, who were not pre- 
pared to receive company ſo early; but my name, 


which has by wonderſul felicity come to be ſo 


cloſely aſſociated with yours, ſoon made ag 
red ealy ; 
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eaſy ; and Mrs. Cobb and Miſs Adye re-afſumed 1779- 
their feats at the breakfaſt-rable, which they Far a 
had quitted with ſome precipitation. They re. Ear 70- 
ceived. me with the kindneſs of old acquain- 

tance 5 and after we had joined in a cordial 
chorus to your praiſe, Mrs. Cobb gave me the 

high fatisfaction of hearing that you ſaid, Boſ- 

well is a man who I believe never left a houſe 

without leaving a wiſh for his return.“ And ſhe 

after wards added, that ſhe bid you tell me, that 

if ever I came to Litchfield, ſhe hoped I would 

take a bed at the Friery. From thence I drove 

to Peter Garrick's, where Falfo found a flatter- 

ing welcome. He appeared to me to enjoy his 

uſual Chearfulneſs; and he very kindly aſked 
me to come when I could, and paſs a week with 

him. From Mr. Garrick's I went to the Palace 

to wait on Mr. Seward. I was firſt entertained 

by his lady and daughter, he himſelf being in 
bed with a cold, according to his valetudinary 
cuſtom. But he defired to ſee me; and I found 
him dreſt in his black gown; with a white flan- 
nel night-gown above it; ſo that he looked like 

a Dominican friar. He was good-humoured 

and polite; and under his roof too my reception 

was very pleaſing. I then proceeded to Stow- 

bill, and firſt paid my reſpects to Mrs. Gaſtrell, 

whoſe converſation I was not willing to quit. 

But my fand-glaſs was now beginning to run 

low, as I could not treſpaſs too long on the Co- 

lonePs kindneſs, who obligingly waited for me; 

fo I haſtened to Mrs. Aſton's, whom T found 

much better than I feared I ſhould'; and there 

I met a brother-in-law of theſe ladies, who 

talked” much of you, and very well too, as it 
appeared to me. It only then remained to viſit 

Mrs. Lucy Porter, which I did, I really believe, 
with fincere ſatisfaction on both ſides. _ 
_ my $16 
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2 >” her to be very honeſt, I truſt ſhe was glad to ſee 
* * me again; for ſhe expreſſed herſelf ſo, that I 


could not doubt of her being in earneſt. What 
a great key-ſtone of kindneſs, my dear Sir, was 
you that morning! for we were all held toge- 
ther by our common attachment to you. I can- 


not {ay that I ever paſſed two hours with more 


| ſelf-complacency than I did thoſe two at Litch- 
field. Let me not entertain any ſuſpicion. that 
this is idle vanity. Will not you confirm me in 
my perſuaſion, that he who finds himſelf fo re- 
garded has juſt reaſon to be happy? 
We got to Cheſter about midnight on Tueſ- 
day, and here again I am in a ſtate of much en- 


joyment. Colonel Stuart and his officers treat 
me with all the civility I could with; and |} 


play my part admirably. | Letus alis, ſapiens ſibi, 
the claſſical ſentence which you, I imagine, in- 
vented the other day, is exempliſied in my pre- 


ſent exiſtence. The Biſhop, to whom I had' 


the honour to be known ſeveral years ago, ſhews 
me much attention; and I am edified by his 
converſation. I muſt not omit to tell you, that 
his Lordſhip admires, very highly, your Pre- 
faces to the Poets. I am daily obtaining an ex- 
tenſion of agreeable acquaintance, ſo that I am 


kept in animated N ; and the ſtudy of the 
an 


place itſelf, by the aſſiſtance of books and the 
Biſhop, is ſufficient occupation. Cheſter pleaſes 
my fancy more than any town I ever ſaw.. But I 
will not enter upon it at all in this letter. 

= HOW 11 5 I ſhall 72 here 1 well 
ſay. I told a ver aſing young lady, niece to 
= of the 9 1 ſav⸗ 
her, I have come to Cheſter, Madam, I can- 
not tell how; and far leſs can 1 tell how I am 
to get away from it.” Do not think me too 2 
81 | Ulle. 
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nile. beg it of you, my dear Sir, to favour 1979. 


me with 2 letter. while I am here, and add to 


the happineſs of a happy friend, who is ever, Atat- 78. 


with aflectionate vener ation 
Moſt ſincerely youss. 
e | Jauss BOSWELL. 
If you do not write directly, ſo as to cateh 
me here, I ſhall be diſappointed. Two lines 
from you will keep my lamp burning bright.“ 


To Javezs Bosw EI, Efg. 
« DRHAR Stn, 


« WHY ſhould you importune me ſo earneſt- 
ly to write? Of what importance can it be to 
hear of diftant friends, to a man who finds him- 
ſelf welcome wherever he goes, and make new 
friends faſter than he can want them? If, to the 
delight of fuch univerſal kindneſs of reception, 
any thing ean be added by knowing that you 
retain my good-will, you may indulge yourſelf 
in the full enjeyment of that ſmall addition. 

e am glad that you made the round of Liteh- 
field with ſo much ſucceſs : the oftener you are 
ſeen, the more you will be liked. It was pleaſ- 
ing to me to read that Mrs. Aſton was ſo well; 


and that Lucy Porter was ſo glad to ſee you. 


* In the place where you pow are, there is 
mueh to be obſerved ; and you will eaftly' pro- 
eure yourſelf ſkilful directors. But what will 
you do to keep away the black dog that worvies 
you at home? If you would, in compliance with 
your father's advice, enquire into the old tenures, 
and old charters of Scotland, you would cer- 
tainly open to yourſelf many ſtriking ſcenes of 
the manners of the middle ages. The feudal 
fyſtem, in a country half barbarous, is naturally _ 
productive of great anomalies in civil life. The 

Vol, III. 3 © knowledge 
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11779. knowledge -of paſt times is naturally growing 


— tg of 
Etat. 70. 
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leſs in all caſes not of public record; and the 
paſt time of Scotland is ſo unlike the preſent, 
that it is already difficult for a Scotchman to 
image the œconomy of his grand-father. Do 
not be tardy, nor negligent ; but gather up ea 
gerly what can yet be found. 


We have, I think, once talked of another | 


project, a hiſtory of the late inſurrection in 
Scotland, with all its incidents. Many falſe- 
hoods are paſſing into uncontradicted hiſtory. 
Voltaire, who loved a ſtriking ſtory, has told 
what we could not find to be true. 
Jou may make collections for either of 
theſe projects, or for both, as opportunities oc- 


. cur, and digeſt your materials at leiſure. The 


great direction which Burton has left to men 
diſordered like you, Be not ſolitary; be not idle: 
which I would thus modify ;—If you are idle, 


be not ſolitary; if you are folitary, be not A 


8 There is a letter for you, from 
1 Tour n ſervant, | 
« ' London, OR. 27, 1779. SAM. Jounzox.” 


17 
/ 


To Dr. San 8 | 


75 MIV DEAR al 86 1 Jew: 410 Ee 
II That I ſhould. EIA: ag you to write to 
me at Cheſter, is not wonderful, when you con- 
fider what an avidity I have for delight; and 
that the amor of Pleaſure like * amor nummi, 


*I. _ edle e a by my 5 I ht ik 
with ſome additions and illuſtrations of my own, 1 intend 


to publiſh. ' I have ſome hereditary elaim to be an Anti- 


quary ; not only from my father, but as being deſcendetl, 
by the mother's ſide, of the able and learned Sir John 
Skene, whoſe merit bids defiance to. all the dreh which 
have 15580 made to leſſen his fame. 
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increaſes i in proportion with the quantity which 
we poſſeſs of it. Your letter, ſo full of polite 
kindneſs and maſterly counſel, came like a large 


treaſure upon me, while already glittering with 


riches. I was quite enchanted at Cheſter, fo that 
I could with difficulty quit it. But the enchant- 


ment was the reverſe of that of Circe ; for ſo far 
was there from being any thing ſenſual in it, that 


I was all mind. I do not mean all reaſon only 5 
for my fancy was kept finely in play. And why 
not ?—If you pleaſe Iwill ſend you a copy, or 
an abridgement of my Cheſter journal, which! is 
truly a log- book of felioity. 8 
„The Biſhop treated me with a kindneſs 
which was very flattering. I told him, that 
you regretted you had ſeen fo little of Cheſter. 
His Lordſhip bid me tell you, that he ſhould be 
glad to ſhew you more of it. I am proud to 
find the friendſhip with which you honour me 
is known in ſo many places. | 
* I arrived here late laſt night. Our fend 
the Dean, has been gone from hence ſome 
months ; but I am told at my inn, that he is 
very populous (popular). However, I found 
Mr. Law, the Archdeacon, ſon to the Biſhop, 
and with him I have breakfaſted and dined very 
agreeably. I got acquainted with him at the 
aſſizes here, about a year and a half ago; he is 
a man of great variety of knowledge, uncom- 
mon genius, and I believe fincere religion. I | 
received the holy ſacrament in the cathedral in 
the morning, this being the firſt Suriday of the 
month; and was at prayers there in the evening. 
It is divinely cheering to me to think that there 
is a Cathedral ſo near Auchinleck; and I now- 
leave Old England in ſuch a ſtate of mind as 1 
am thankful to God: for Wranking . 


peu vm 
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1779-. The Hack dag that worries me at home ] 
2 canbot but dread; yet as I ha * for ſome 
time paſt in a military 5 1 truſt I ſhall re 
Wii him. Jo bear from you will animate me 
ke the ſound of a trumpet, .I therefore hope 
1 ſoon after my return to the Northern held, 

I ſhall receive a few lines from you. 

" Colonel Stuart did me the honour to * 
me in his carriage to ſhew me Liverpool, and 
from thence back to Warrington, where we 
parted*. In juſtice to my valuable wiſe, I muſt 
inform you, that as I was ſo. happy, ſhe would 
not be lo ſelfiſh as to wiſh me to return ſooner 
than bufineſs abſolutely required my preſence. 

| She made my clerk write to me a poſt or two 
aſter to the ſame purpoſe, by commiſſion from 
ber; and this day a kind letter from her met 
me at the Poſt· Office here, acquainting me that 
ſhe and the little ones were wel al, and expreſſing 
all their wiſhes for my return home. I am, 
Wo and more, my dear Sir, 

« Your aflectionate 

And obliged; humble ſervant, 
Jas Bo8WELL.” 


To Janzs Boowsu, 0 


« DRAR SIR, | 
« YOUR. laſt letter was not onl kind but 
fond. But I wiſh you to get rid of all intellec- 
tual exceſſes, and neither to exalt your pleaſures, 
nor aggravate your vexations, beyond We real 


* Bi iment was. werwarks ordered to Jamaica, 
where be De 2 5 almoſt laſt his U by the 
climate. This impartial J ſhould think a ſuffieient 
refutation of the idle rumour. that 4 there. was ſtill ſome: 


thing behind the, throne greater than tho throre itſelf 


and 
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and natural ſtate, - Why ſhould you not be as - 1979. 


happy at Edinburgh as at Cheſter, In culpa eff 


animus, qui fe non effugit uſquam. . Pleaſe your- Etat. 70. 
ſelf with your wife and children, and ſtudies and 


practice. 5 1 
« have ſent a petition* from Lucy Porter, 


with which I leave it to your diſcretion, whether 


it is proper to comply. Return me her leiter, 


which I have ſent that you may know the whole 


caſe, and not be ſeduced to any thing that you 


may aſterwards repent. Miſs Doxy perhaps 
you know to be Mr. Garrick's niece. 


+ If Dean Percy can be popular at Carliſle, 


he may be very happy. He has in his diſpoſal 
two livings, each equal, or almoſt equal in va- 
lue to the deanery ; he may take one himſelf, 
and give the other to his ſon. EG 
„How near is the Cathedral to Auchinleck, 
that you are ſo much delighted with it ? It is, I 
ſuppbſe, at leaſt, an hundred and fifty miles off. 

However, if you are pleaſed, it is ſb far well. 


Let me know what reception you have from 


your father, and the ſtate of his health. Pleaſe 
him as much as you can, and add no pain to his 
laſt years. | 


« Of our friends here I can recolle& nothing 
to tell you. I have neither ſeen nor heard of 
Langton, Beauclerk is juſt returned from 
Brighthelmſton, I am told, much better. Mr. 


Thrale and his family are ftill there; and his 


health is ſaid to be viſibly improved; he has not 
bathed; but hunted. | 9 


' . 


* Requeſting me to enquire concerning the family of a 
\ 5 rag who was then paying his addreſſes 'to Mits 
OXY. | s \ ; 


% At 


—— 


1779. 


1780. 


O 


Etat. 
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At Bolt-court there is much malignity, but 
of late little open hoſtility. I have had a cold, 


but it is gone. 


Make my compliments to Mrs. Poſwell, 


&c. IJ am, Sir, | W 
„ Your humble ſervant, 
* London, Nov. 13, 1779. SAM. JOHNSON.” 


On November 22; and December -21, 1 
wrote to him from Edinburgh, giving a very 
favourable report of the family of Miſs Doxy's 
lover ;—that after a good deal of enquiry J had 
diſcovered the ſiſter of Mr. Francis Stewart, 
one of his amanuenſes when writing his diction- 


gary ;—that I had, as deſired by him, paid her 
a guinea for an old pocket book of her brother's 


which he had retained ; and that the good wo- 
man, who was in very moderate circumſtances, 
but contented and placid, wondered at his ſeru- 
pulous and liberal honeſty, and received the 
guinea as if ſent her by Providence.— That I 


had repeatedly begged of him to keep his pro- 
miſe to ſend me his letter to Lord Cheſterfield, - 
and that this memento like delenda eft Carihago, 

muſt be 1n every letter that I ſhould write to 


him, till I had obtained my object. 


In 1180 the world was kept ih impatience 
for the completion of his © Lives of the Poets,” 
upon which he was employed fo far as his in- 
dolence allowed him to labour. 


I wrote to him on January 1, and March 13, 


ſending him my notes of Lord Marchmont's in- 
formation concerning Pope; —complaining that 
J had not heard from him for almoſt» four 
months, though he was two letters in my debt ; 


that I had ſuffered again from melancholy ;— - 
hoping that he had been in ſo much better com- 


pany, 


T get OT 
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pany, (the Poets,) that he had not time to 


think of his diſtant friends; for if that, were ont ren 


the caſe; I ſhould have ſome recompence for 
my uneaſinefs ;—thar'the ſtate of my affairs did 
not admit of my coming to London this year; 
and, begging he would return me ee | 
two poems, with his lines marked. 

His friend Dr. Lawrence having now „ fallered 
the greateſt affliction to which a man is liable, 


and which Johnſon himfelf had felt in the moſt 


ſevere manner; Johnſon wrote to him in an ad- 
ber train 6D e panic and FRO conſo- 


ee 


E matt 2 Dr. Lawnnxor, be df OC 

0 ' Dzan” Sin, 1B TIDE. 

At a time when all your friends ſhew 
We kindneſs, and with a character which ought 
to make all that know you your friends, you 
may wonder that you have yet heard nothing 
from me. 

« I have been hindered by a vexatious and 
inceſſant cough, for which within theſe ten days 
I have been bled once, faſted four or five times, 
taken phyſick five times, and opiates, ! 1 think, 
ſix. This day it ſeems to remit. 

* The loſs, dear Sir, which you have lately 
ſuffered, felt many years ago, and know there- 
fore how much has ne taken from you, and 
how little help can be had from conſolation. 


He that outlives a wife whom he has long lov- 


ed, ſees himſelf disjoined from the only mind 


that has the ſame hopes, and fears, and intereſt; 

from the only companion with whom he has 
ſhared much good or evil; and with whom 
he could ſet his mind at liberty, to retrace the 


paſt, or anticipate the future. The continuity 
18 


% 


| 
— nmnmmms 
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of being is lacerated.; the ſettled tourſe of ſen- 


timent and action is topped ; and life ſtands 


ſuſpended and motioalels, till it is driven by 


external cauſes into a new channel. But the 


am, dear Sir, 


time of ſuſpenſe is dreadful. 9 

Our firſt recourſe in this diſtreſsful ſolitude, 
is, perhaps, for want of habitual piety, to a 
gloomy acquieſcence in neceſſity. Of two mor- 
tal beings, one muſt loſe the other; but ſurely 


there is a higher and a better comfort to be 


drawn from the conſideration of that Providence 
which watches over all, and a belief that the 
living and dead are equally in the hands of Gop, 
who will reunite thoſe 1 A he has ſeparated, 
or who ſees that it is beſt not to unite them. I 


« Your, moſt affectionate, | 
«© And moſt humble ſervant, 


Jan. 20, 1780- SAM. JOHNSON.” 


To Jamss BoswELL, Eſq. 
11 Dran Six, 3 


| 8 
WELL, I had reſolved to ſend you the 
Cheſterfield letter; but I will write once again 


without it. Never impoſe taſks upon mortals. 


To require two things is the way to have them 


- both undone. 


For the difficulties which wy mention in 
your affairs I am ſorry; but difficulty is now 


very general: it is not therefore leſs grievous, ' 
for there is leſs hope of help. I pretend not to 


give you advice, not knowing the ſtate of your 
affairs; and general counſels about prudence 


and frugality would do you little good. You | 


are, however, in the right not to increaſe your 
own perplexity by a journey hither ; and I hope 


that by ſtaying at home you will pleaſe your 
father. | N 


S nl — 1 


c Poor 


: : 


Tux LIFE or DR. JOHNSON. 
Poor dear Beauclerk nec, ut ſolrs, abi 


153 
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maliciouſneſs, his merriment and reaſoning, are 


now over. Such another will not often be found 


among mankind. He directed himſelf to be 
buried by the ſide of his mother, an inſtance 
of tenderneſs . which I hardly expected. He 
has left his children to the care of Lady Di. and 


if ſhe dies, of Mr. Langton, and of Mr. Lei- 


ceſter, his relation, and a man of good charac- 


ter. His library has been offered to ſale to the 
Ruſſian ambaſſador. 3 | 


4 Dr. Percy, notwithſtanding all the nbiſe of 


the ne wlpapets, has had no literary loſs “. Clothes 


and moveables were burnt to the value of about 


one hundred pounds; but his papers, and I 

think his books, were all preſerved. : 
«© Poor Mr. Thrale has been in extreme dan- 

ger from an apoplectical diſorder, and recover- 


ed, beyond the expectation of his po clans J 


he 1s now at Bath, that his mind ma 
and Mrs. Thrale and Miſs are with him. 
« Having told you what has happened to your 
friends, let me ſay ſomething to yourſelf. You 
are always complaining of melancholy, and I 
conclude from thoſe complaints that you are 
fond of it. No man talks of that which he is 
deſirous to conceal, and every man defires to 
conceal that of which he is aſhamed. Do .not 


quiet, 


pretend to deny it; manifeſtum habemus furem ; 


make it an invariable and obligatory law to 
yourſelf, never to mention your own mental 


diſeaſes ; if you are never to ſpeak of them you | 


will think on them but little, and if you think 
| little of them, they will moleſt you rarely.— 


* By a fire in Northumberland-houſe, where he had an 
apartment, in which I have paſſed many an agreeable 


hour. 


When 
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1780. When vou talk of them, it is plain that vou 
Et want either praiſe or pity; for praiſe there is no 
71. 
room, and pity will do you no good; therefore, 
from this hour ſpeak no more, think no more 
about them. [4 D33595109-SH > asd 
: Tour. waufadtion with Mrs. Bwin gate n me 
great ſatisfaction; I am much obliged to vo = 
for your attention. Do not loſe fight of her, 
your countenance may be of great credit, and 
of confequence of great advantage to her. The 
memory of her brother is yet freſh in my mind; 
he was an ingenious and worthy man. 
.*< Pleaſe to make my compliments to your 
lady, and to the young ladies. I ſhould _ o 
125 Wenn pretty loves. I am dear Sir, ; 
| ccf Yours, x, ap wg 91 
N Apis, ine" Sam. Jede. 1 


844 4 4 
3 Fa 1 


Mis Thrale 1 now. at Bath with her hu. 
| band, the correſpondence between Johnſon and 
Her was carried on briſkly. I ſhall prefent my 
readers with one of her original letters to him at 
this time, which will amuſe them probably more. 
thanthoſe well-written but ſtudied epiltles which 
ſhe has inſerted in her collection, becauſe it exhi- 
bits the eaſy vivacity of their e intercourſe. 
It ĩs alſo of value as a key ae s anſwer, 
which ſhe has printed. by i iſe and of which I 
ſhall ſubjoit extraQs. . | 


Mrs, TrxALE 1⁰ Dr. 15 ee 


I nap 2 very kind letter from 
you yeſterday, dear Sir, with a moſt circum- 
ſtantial date. You took trouble with my circu- 


irg, letter, Mr. Evans writes me word, and I 
| MW thank 
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thank you ſincerely for ſo doing: one might do 1780. 
miſchief elſe not being on the ſpot . PA 
Jeſterday's evening was paſſed! at Mrs. oy 
- Vontague's:" there was Mr. Melmoth; Ido not 4 
| like him though, nor he me; it was expeded 1 
_ _weſhould have pleaſed each other; be is, how- | [ 
ever, juſt tory enough to hate the Biſhop of Pe- —_ 
rerborough for whiggiſm, and whig- enough to | 
abhor you for toryiſmm ER | 
Mrs. Montagu flattered him finely; ſo he | 
had a good afternoon on't. This evening we | 
ſpend at a concert. Poor Queeney's* fore eyes | 
havejuſtreleaſed her; ſne had a long confinement 1 
and could neither read nor write, fo my ,maſterf _ | 
treated her very good-naturedly with the viſits 
of a young woman in this town, a taylor's 
daughter, who profeſſes muſick, and teaches ſo 
as to give ſix leſſons a day to ladies, at five and 
three- pence a leſſon. Miſs Burney ſays ſhe is 
a great performer; and I reſpe& the wench for 
getting her living ſo prettily; ſhe is very modeſt 
| _ pretty mannered, and not ſeventeen years 
ol 371810 8 N 1 ie £1 
Jou hve in a fine whirl indeed, if I did 
not write regularly you would half forget me, 
and that would be very wrong, for I elt my 
regard for you in my face laſt night, when the 
criticiſms were going on. | Ns YO 
* This morning it was all. connoifleurſhip ; 
we went to ſee ſome pictures painted by a gen- 
tleman artiſt, Mr. Taylor, of this place; my 
maſter makes one every where, and he has get 
a dawhng companion to ride with him now. 
* K * * * *. He looks well enough, but 
J have no notion of health for a man whoſe 
* A kind of nick-name given to Mrs. Thrale's eldeſt 
; Mas whoſe name being #jther, the might be aflimi- 
late to a Pueen. ; | 


1 Mr. Ihrale. 


mouth : 
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1D mouth eannot be ſowell up. | Burney and I and 


Er gr Queeny teize him every meal he eats, and Mr. 


Montagu is quite ferious with him; but what 


can one do? He will eat, I think; and if he 


does eat I know he will not live; it makes me 
very unhappy, but I muſt bear it. Let me al- 
Ways have your friendſhip. Hoe ef ah 


I I am moſt fincerely, dear Sit, 
| „ Your faithful ſervant; 


Dr. Jonxsox to Mrs. Thats, 


= DRARESTH MADAM, 


c MR. TRAIL never will hve abſti- 


nently, till he can perſuade himſelf to live by 
rule f. * ® *, Encourage, as you 


can, the muſical girl. 


— 


e Nothing is mote common than mutual dif. 
like where mutual approbation is 2 
expected. There is often on both ſides a vigi- 


lance not over benevolent; and as attention is 


ſtrongly excited ſo that nothing drops unheeded, 
any difference in taſte or opinion, and ſome dit- 
ference where there is no reſtraint, will com- 
monly appear, it immediately generates 

Never let criticiſm operate upon your face 
or your mind; it is very farely that an authour 


is hurt by his criticks. The blaze of reputation 
cannot be blown out, but it often dies inthe ſock- 
et; a very few names may be confidered as 


| perpetual lamps that ſhine unconſumed. From 
the authour of © Fitzoſborne's Letters' I cannot 


think myſelf in much danger. I met him only 


+ I have taken the liberty to leave out a few lines. 
once 
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once about thirty years ago, and in ſome ſmall 1780. 
diſpute reduced him to whiſtle; having not ſeen ———— 


him fince, that is the laſt impreſſion. Poor at. 7. 


Moor, the fabuliſt, was one of the company. 
Mrs. Montagu's long ſtay, againſt her own 

inclination, is very convenient. You would, by 

your own: confeſſion, want a companion; and 


the is par pluribus; converſing with ber you 


may fnd variety in one.” 
London, May 1, 1780. 


On the 2d of May I wrote to him, and re- 
eſted that we might have another meeting 
Basset in the north of England, in the au- 
tumn of this year. | 
From Mr. Langton I received foon after this 
time aletter, of which I extract a paſſage, re- 
lative at once to Mr. Beauclerk and Dr. John- 
Ip a | | "REN 
The melancholy information you have re- 


ceived concerning Mr. Beauclerk's death is true. 
Had his talents been directed in any fuffictent 


degree as they ought, I have always been ſtrong- 
ly of opinion that they were calculated to make 
an illuſtrious figure; and that opinion, as it had 
ment, receives more and more confirmation by 
hearing, that fince his death, Dr. Johnſon has 
ſaid concerning them; a few evenings ago, he 


been in part formed upon Dr. Johnſon's Judge- 


was at Mr. Veſey's, where Lord Althorpe, who. 


was one of a numerous company there, addreſ- 
ſed Dr. Johnſon on the ſubje& of Mr. Beau- 
clerk's death, ſaying, © Our Crus has had = 
great loſs ſince we met laſt.” He rephed; *A 
Toſs; that perhaps the whole nation could not 
repair !* The Doctor then went on to ſpeak of 
his endowments, and particularly extolled the 
wonderful eaſe with which he uttered what was 
e highly 
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1780. highly abs He ſaid, that no man ever 


— — 
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was ſo free when he was going to ſay a good 
khing, from a /ook that exprefled that ĩt was com- 
ing; or, when he had ſaid it, from a look that 
expreffed that it had come. At Mr. Thrale * 
ſome days before, when we were talking on 
the ſame ſubject, he ſaid, referriug to the ſame 
idea of his wonderful facility, That Peauclerk's 
talents were thoſe which be had felt himſelf 
more diſpoſed to envy, than thoſe: of any whom 
bkeiedzmors.o ESTI ENTS 

At the evening I have ſpoken of above, at 
Mr. Veſey's, you would have been gratified, as 
it exhibited an inſtanceof. the high 1 importance 
in which Dr. Johnſon's character is held, I. think. 
even beyond any I ever, before was witneſs to. 
The company conſiſted chiefly, of ladies, among 
whom were the Ducheſs Dowager of Portland, 
the Ducheſs of Beaufort, whom I ſuppoſe from 


her rank, I muſt name before her mother, Mrs. 


Boſcawen, and her eldeſt ſiſter Mrs. Lewſon, 
who was likewife there; Lady Lucan, Lady 
Clermont, and others of note both for their ſta- 
tions and underftandings. Among the gentle- 
men were, Lord Althorpe, whom I have be- 
fore named, Lord Macartney, Sir Joſhua Rey- 


nolds, Lord Lucan, Mr. Wraxal, whoſe book 
you have 5 90 . ſeen, © The Tour to the Nor- 


thern. Parts of Europe; a very agreeable in- 
genious man; Dr. Warren, Mr. Pepys, the 
Maſter in Chancery, whom I believe you know, 
and Pr. Barnard, t e Proy oft of Eton. As ſoon 
as Dr: Johnſon. was come in and had taken a 
chair, the company began to collect round him 
till they became not leſs than four if not five 
deep; thoſe behind ſtanding, and liſtening. over. 
the heads of thoſe that were fitting near him. 


EY FEmyerlation for ſome time was chiefly | be- 


tween 
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tween Dr. Johnſon and the Provoſt of | Eton, 1780. 


while the others contributed occafionally hei 
. fo the * 71. 


remarks. Without attempting to detai 

particulars of the converſation, Which perhaps 
if I did, ſhould ſpin my account out to a tedi- 
ous length, I thought, my dear Sir, this general 


account of the reſpect with which our valued 


friend was attended to, might be acceptable.“ 


3 


To the Reverend Dr. Fak. 


2 SIR, 1 
LEESETES' Py ' CCC 
I EkNOWMW your diſpoſition to ſecond 
any literary attempt, and therefore venture up- 
on the liberty of entreating you to procure from 
College or Univerſity regiſters, all the dates, 
or other informations which they can ſupply re- 
lating to Ambroſe Philips, Broom, and Gray, 
who were all of Cambridge, and of whoſe lives 
I am to give ſuch accounts as I can gather. Be 
pleaſed to forgive this trouble from, Sir, 
Vaoour molt bumble ſervant, : -:. 
SAM. JOHNSON-” 
While Johnſon was thus engaged in prepar- 
ing a delightful literary entertainment for the 
world, the tranquillity of the metropolis gf 
Great Britain was unexpectedly diſturbed, by 
the moſt horrid ſeries of Outrage that ever diſ- 
graced a civilized country. A relaxation of 
ſome: of the ſevere penal proviſions againſt our 
fellow ſubjecis of the Catholick communion had 
been granted by the legiſlature, with an Oppo- 
ſition 16. inconſidera ble, that the genuine mild- 
neſs of Chriſtianity, united with liberal policy, 
ſeemed to have become general in this iſiand.— 
But a dark and malignant ſpirit W 


May 23, 1780. 


* 


1780. ſoen ſhowed- itſelf, in an unworthy petition for 
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the repeal of the wife and humane ſtatute. That 
petitien was brought forward by a mob, with the 
evident purpoſe of intimidation, and was juſtly 
rejected. But the attempt was accompanied 


_ and followed by fuch darirg violence as is unex- 
ampled in hiſtory. Of this extraozdinary tu- 


mult, Dr. Johnſon has given the follewing con- 


ciſe, lively, and juſt account in his Letters to 


Mrs. Thrale*.” $44 8 1 A ; 
On Friday, the good Proteſtants met in, 


St. George's-Fields, at the ſummons of Lord 


George Gordon, and marching to Weſtminſter, 


inſulted the Lords and Commons, who all bore 
it wien great tameneſs. At night the outrages 


began by the demolition of the mafs-houſe by 


« An exact journal of a week's defiance of 
government J cannot give you. On Monday, 


Mr. Strahan, who. had been inſulted, fpoke to 


Lord Mansfield, who had I think been infuked 
too, of the lieentiouſneſs of the populace; and 
his Lordſhip treated it as a very flight frregula- 
rity. On Tueſday-night they pulled down Field- 
ing's houſe, and burnt his goods in the ſtreet. 


They had gutted on Monday Sir George Savile's 


houfe, but the building was faved. On Tuef⸗ 
day evening, leaving Fielding's ruins, they went 
to Newgate to demand their companions who 
had been ſerzed demoliſhing the chapel. The 


r could not releaſe them but by the Mayor's - 


iſſion, which he went to aſk 5 at his return 
found all the priſoners releafed, and New- 
gate ina blaze. They then went to Bloomſbury, 
and faſtened upon Lord Mansfield's houſe, which 


- 
- 


_* Vol. IL p. 143, & fog L have ſelodted paſſages from 
ey 


ſereral letters, withour mentioning, dates. 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


they pulled down; and as for his goods, they 1780. 
totally burnt them. They have ſince gone to Lal TH. 


Caen-wood, but à guard was there before thetn. 
- They plundered fome Papiſts, I think, and 
ex 1 4 thaſs-houſe in Moorfields the fame 
tight.” - - . 3 | gp 
1 On Wedneſday I walked with Dr. Scott to 
look at Newgate, atid found it in tvins, with the 
fire yet glowing. As I went by, the Proteſtants 
were plundering the Seſſions-houſe at the Old 
Bailey. There were not, I believe, a hundred; 
but they did their work at leiſure, in full ſecu- 
rity, without ſentinels, without trepidation, as 
men lawfully employed, in full day. Such is 
the cowardice of a commercial place. On Wed- 
neſday they broke open the Fleet, and the King's 
Bench, and the Marfhalſea, and Wood-ftreet 
Compter, and Clerkenwell Bridewell, and re- 
leaſed all the priſoners?  _. = 
At night they ſet fire to the Fleet, and to 
the King's Bench, and I know not how many 
other places; and one might ſee the glare of 
conflagration fill the ſky from many parts. The 
fight was dreadful. Some people were threat- 
ened : Mr. Strahan adviſed me to take care of 
myſelf. Such a time of terrour you have been 
bapf 5 not ſeeing.” | 
% The King ſaid in council, That the ma- 
giſtrates had not done their duty, but that he 
would do 0 his own 4 and A proclamation was 
publiſhed, ditectiug us to keep our, ſervants 
within doors, as the peace was now to be pre- 
ſerved by force. The ſoldiers were ſent out to 
different parts, and the town is now at quiet.“ 
The ſoldiers are ſtationed fo as to be every 
where within call; there is no longer any body 
of rioters, and the individuals are hfunted to 
their holes, and led to priſon; Lord George 
Vol. III. N was 
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was laſt night ſent to the Tower. Mr. John 
Wilkes was this day in my neighbourhood, to 
ſeize the publiſhers of a ſeditious paper“ 
„ Several chapels have been deſtroyed, and 
ſeveral inoffenſive Papiſts have been plundered; 
but the high ſport was to burn the gaols. This 


was a good rabble trick. The debtors and the 


criminals were all ſet at liberty; but of the cri- 
minals, as has always happened, many are al- 
ready re-taken: and two pirates have ſurrender- 
ed themſelves, and it is expected that they will 
be pardoned.” | lb 5 

Government now acts again with its proper 
force; and we are all again under the protection 


o 


of the King and the law. I thought it would 


be agreeable to you and my maſter to have my 
teſtimony to the publick ſecurity ; and that you 
would ſleep more quietly when I told you that 
you are ſafe.” | | 


There has, indeed, been an univerſal panick, | 


from which the King was the firſt that recovered. 
Without the concurrence of his miniſters, or 
the aſhſtance of the civil magiſtrate, he put 


the ſoldiers in motion, and ſaved the town from 


calamities, ſuch as a rabble's government muſt 
7 5 by 


naturally produce.” | 


„The publick has eſcaped a very heavy ca- 
lamity. The rioters attempted the Bank on 


Wedneſday night, but in no great pumber; and 


like other thieves, with no great reſolution.— 
Jack Wilkes headed the party that drove them 


away. It is agreed, that if they had ſeized the 
Bank on Tueſddy, at the height of the panick, 
when no refiſtance - had been prepared, they 
might have carried irrecoverably away whate- 
ver they had found. Jack who was always 


zealous for order and decency, declares, that if 
he be truſted with power, he will not leave a 


A rioter 


„ I  v qi «> „„ ow a but Aol Ad fin of 4 ain an 
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rioter alive. There is, however, now no longer 1780. 


any need of heroiſm or bloodſhed ; no blue 
ribband is any longer worn.” | | 
Such was the end of this miſerable ſedition, 


from which London was delivered by the mag- 


nanimity of the Sovereign himſelf. Whatever 
ſome may maintain, I am ſatisfied that there 
was no combination or plan, either domeſtic 
or foreign; but that the miſchief ſpread bya 
gradual contagion of frenzy, augmented by the 
quantities of fermented liquors, of which the 
deluded populace poſſeſſed themſelves in the 
courſe of their depredations. - Ke 

I ſhould think myſelf very much to Play 


I 


did I here negle& to do juſtice to my eſteemed”. 


». a 


friend Mr. Akerman, the keeper of Newgate, 
who has long diſcharged a very important truſt 
with an uniform 1ntrepid firmneſs, and at the 


ſame time a tenderneſs and a liberal charity, 


which entitle him to be recorded with diſtin- 
guiſhed honour. ' : 

Upon this occaſion, from the timidity and 
negligence of magiſtracy on the one hand, and 
the almoſt incredible exertions of the mob on 
the other, the firſt priſon of this great couutry 


4 


was laid open, and the priſoners ſet free; but 


that Mr. Akerman, whoſe houſe was burnt, 
would have prevented all this, had proper aid 
been ſent to him in due time, there can be no 

doubt. . | 
Many years ago, a fire broke out in the brick 
part, which was built as an addition to the old 
gaol of Newgate. The priſoners were in con- 
ſternation and tumult, calling out, We ſhall 
be burnt—we ſhall be burnt! down with the 
gate —down with the gate!” Mr. Akerman 
haſtened to them, ſhewed himſelf at the 
gate, and having, after ſome confuſed vocifera- 
| M.2 +." 2000 
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tion of © Hear him—hear him!“ obtained a 
filent attention, he then calmly told them, that 
the gate muſt not go down; that they were un- 
der his care, and that they ſhould not be per- 
mitted to eſcape : but that he could affure them, 


they need not be afraid of being burnt, for that 


the fire was not in the priſon, properly fo called, 
which was ſtrongly built with ſtone ; and that 
if they would engage to be quiet, he himſelf 
would come in to them, and conduct them to 


the further end of the building, and would not 


go out till they gave him leave. To this propo- 
ſal they agreed; upon which Mr. Akerman, 
having firſt made them fall back from the gate, 
went in, and with a determined reſolution or- 
dered the outer turnkey upon no account to open 
the gate, even though the priſoners (though he 
truſted they would not) ſhould break their 
word, and by force bring himſelf to order it. 
„Never mind me, (ſaid he,) ſhould that hap- 
pen.” The priſoners peaceably followed him, 
white he conducted them through paſſages, of 
which he had the keys, to the extremity of the 
gaol, which was moſt diſtant from the fire.— 
Having, by this very judicious conduct, fully 
ſatisfiedthem that there was no immediate riſk, 
if any at all, he then addreffed them thus :— 

“ Gentlemen, you are now convinced that! 
told you true. I have nodoubt that the engines 

will foon . extinguiſh this fire: if they ſhould 
not, a ſufficient guard will come, and you ſhall 


- all be taken ont and lodged in the Compters. I 


_ aſſure you, upon my word and honour, that I 


have not a farthing inſured. I have left my houſe 
that I might take care of you. I will keep my 
promiſe, and ſtay with you, if you infift upon 
it: but if you willallow me to goout and look af. 
ter my family and property, I will be obliged to 

oy 16 5 „ 
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vou.“ Struck with his behaviour, they called 
out, ** Maſter Akerman, you have done brave- 
ly; it was very kind in you:.;by all means go 
and take care of your own concerns.” He did 
ſo accordingly, while they remained and were 
all preſerved. _ 5 32 

Johnſon has been heard to relate the ſub- 


ſtance of this ſtory with high praiſe, in which 


he was joined by Mr. Burke. My illuſtrious 
friend, ſpeaking of Mr. Akerman's kindneſs to 
his priſoners, pronounced this eulogy upon his 
character: He who has long had conſtanily 
in his view the worſt of mankind, and is yet 
eminent for the humanity of his diſpoſition, muſt 
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have had it originally in a great degree, and 


continued to cultivate it very carefully.“ 

In the courſe of this month my brother Da- 
vid waited upon Dr. Johnſon, with the following 
letter of introduction, which I had taken-care 


ſhould be lying ready on his arrival in London. 


' To Dr. Saul JOHNSON. 


% My pEAR SIR, Edinburgh, April 29, 1780. 
THIS will be delivered to you by my 
brother David, on his return from Spain. You 
will be glad to fee the man who vowed to © ſtand 
by the old caſtle of Auchinleck, with heart, 
purſe, and ſword ;? that romantick family ſolem- 
nity deviſed by me, of which you and I talked 
with complacency upon the ſpot. I truſt that 
twelve years of abſence. have not leſſened his 
feudal attachment; and that you will find him 
worthy of being introduced to your acquaint- 
ange. 7 
] have the honour to be, with afſectionate 
veneration, my dear Sir. | 
« Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
«© JaMEs BoswWELl.” 
Johnſon 
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thus mentioned him in a letter to Mrs. Thrale:“ 
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J have had with me a brother of Boſwell's, a 
Spaniſh merchant, f whom the war has driven 
from his reſidence at Valencia; he is gone to 
ſee bis friends, and will find Scotland but a 


ſorry place after twelve years reſidence in a 


and ſpeaks no Scotch.” 


happier climate. He is a very agreeable man, 


1 
1 


To Dr. BzarT1E, at ABERDEEN. 
Tf. ay h 
MORE years than have any delight 


to reckon, have paſt ſince you and I ſaw one 


another; of this, however, there is no reaſon 


| for making any reprehenſory complaint, fc fata 


ferunt, But methinks there might paſs ſome 
ſmall interchange of regard between us. If you 


ſay, that I ought to have written, I now write, and 


I write to tell you, that I have much kindneſs for 
ou and Mrs. Beattie ; and that J wiſh your 
health better, and your life long. Try change 


of aw, and come a few degrees ſouthwards ; 


a ſofter climate may do you both good; winter 
is coming on, and London will be warmer, and 
gayer, and buſier, and more fertile of amuſe- 
ment than Aberdeen 

„My health is better; but that will be little 
in the balance, when I tell you that Mrs. Mon- 
tagu has been very Ill, and is I doubt now but 
weakly. Mr. Thrale has been very dangerouſ- 
ly diſordered ; but is much better, and I hope 


* Vol. II. p. 163. Mrs. Piozzi has ommitted the name, 

ſhe beſt knows why. | £3 - hs „ 

F Now ſettled in London. . 
had been five years abſent from London. 


will 
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will totally recover. He has withdrawn himſelf 1780. 
from buſineſs the whole ſummer. Sir Joſhua XI 
and his ſiſter are well; and Mr. Davies has had 2 4t. 7 

great ſucceſs as an authourf, generated by the 
corruption of a bookſeller. More news I have 
not to tell you, and therefore you muſt be con- 

tented with hearing, what I know not whether 
you much wiſh to hear,“ that I am, Sir, 
(BITRATE * Your moſt humble ſervant, 
8. Bolt- court, Fleet-ſtreet, 8 AM. Joan SON 32 
Aug. 21, 1780. iz "1 


To James BoswELL, Eſq. EZ ot, 1 


« DREAR SIR, 55 | 18 
Irix you have taken one of your fits if 
of taciturnity, and have reſolved not to.write _ | 
till you are written to; it is but a peeviſh hu- | N 
mour, but you ſhall have your way. 5 ih 
I have ſate at home in Bolt-court, all the | 
ſummer, thinking to write the Lives, and a | 
great part of the time only thinking. Several | 
of them, however are done, and I ſtill think to j 
do-mexelt. - Hd | 
Mr. Thrale and his family have, ſince his | 
illneſs, paſſed their time firſt at Bath, and then 
at Erighthelmſton; but I have been at neither 


7 Meaning his entertaining Memoirs of David Gar- 

rick, Eſq.” of which Johnſon (as Davies informed me) 
wrote the firſt ſentence ; thus, giving as it were, the key- 
note to the performance. It is, indeed, very charaCQterifti- 1 
cal of its authour, beginning with a maxim, and proceeding — 1 
to illuſtrate. fl excellence has a right to be record- 14 
ed. I ſhall, therefore think it ſuperfluous to apologiſe for : 
writing the life of a man, who by an uncommon aſſem- 
blage of private virtues, adorned the. higheſt eminence 1n a 
public profeſſion.” _ | | ends 

I with he had omitted the ſuſptcion expreſſed here, 

though I believe he meant nothing but jocularity; for though 

he and I differed ſometimes in opinion, he well knew how 


much I loved and revered him. BATTII. 
| place. 


* 
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1780. place. I would have gone to Litchfield, if 1 


could have had time, and I might have had 


tate 71. time, if I had been active; but I have milled 


much, and done little. 
5 2 n the late diſturbances, Mr. Thrale* $ Bae 
ock were 1n great danger; the mob was 
— at their firſt invaſion, with about fifty 
pounds in drink and meat; and at their ſecond, 
were driven away by the ſoldiers. Mr. Strahan 
got a garriſon into his houſe, and maintained 
them a fortnight; he was ſo frighted that he re- 
moved part of his goods. Mrs. W Uliams took 
ſhelter in the country. 
* I know not whether I ſhall get a ramble 
this autumn; it is now about the time when we 
were travelling. J have, however, better health 
than I had then, and hope you and I may yet 
ſhew ourſelves on ſome part of Europe, Alia, 
or Africa.“ In the mean time let us play no 
trick, but keep each other” s kindneſs wy all 
means in our power. 
The bearer of this is Dr. Dunbar, of Aber- 
deen, who has written and publiſhed a very in- 
genious book, f and who I think has a kindneſs 
for me, and will when he knows you have a 
kindneſs for you. 8 
L F fuppoſe your little indices are grown tall ; 
and your ſon is become a learned young man. 


* It will, no doubt be remarked how he avoided the re- 
bellious land of America. This puts me in mind of an anec- 
dote, for which I am obliged to my worthy ſocial friend, 
Governour Penn: At one of Miſs E. Hervey's aſſemblies, | 
Dr. Johnſon was following her. up and down the room; ; 
upon which Lord Abingdon obſerved to her, Your 
friend is very fond of you, you can go no where witho 0 
» him.” Aye, (ſaid ſhe,) he would follow me to any part of 

the world.” Then (faid the Earl,) aſk him to go with you 
to America.” ; 
+* be on the Hiſtory of Mankind.“ 


I love 
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love them all, and J love your naughty lady, 1780. 
whom I never ſhall perſuade to love me. When = 
the Lives are done, I ſhall fend them to com- — 
plete her collection, but muſt ſend them in pa- 
per, as for want of a pattern, I cannot bind them 

to fit the reſt, I am, Sir, 1 
T' ours moſt affectionately, 
* London, Aug. 21, 1780. Sam. JOHNSON.” 


This year he wrote to a young clergyman in 
the country, the following very excellent letter, 
which contains valuable advice to divines in 


general: 


*© DAM SIR, $4: 5 01 
NOT many days ago Dr. Lawrence 
ſhewed me a letter, in which you make mention 
af me: I hope, therefore, you will not be diſ- 
pleaſed that I endeavour to preſerve your good- 
wilt by ſome obfervations which your letter fug- 
geſted to me. 1 
Fou are afraid of falling into ſome impro- 
prieties in the daily fervice, by reading to an 
audience that requires no exactneſs. Tour fear, 
I hope, ſecures you from danger. They who 
contract abfurd habits are ſuch as have no fear. 
It is impoſſible to do the fame thing very often, 
without ſome peculiarity of manner: but that 
manner may be good or bad, and a little care 
will at leaſt preſerve it from being bad: to 
make it very good, there muſt, I think, be 
ſomething of natural or caſual felicity, which 
cannot be taught. | 


« Your prefent method of making your ſer- 
mons ſeems very judicious. Few frequent | 16 
preachers can be ſuppoſed to have ſermons more _— 
their own than yours will be. Take care to re- + iſt 
giſter, ſomewhere or other, the authours from | 
| whom 
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1780. whom your ſeveral diſcourſes are horrowed; and 
— do not imagine that you ſhall always remember, 


even what perhaps you now think it impoſſible 
TV „ 
« My advice, however, is, that you attempt, 
from time to time, an original ſermon; and in 
the labour of compeſition, do not burden your 
mind with too much at once; do not exact 3 
urſelf, at one effort of excogitation, proprie- 
ty of thought and elegance of expreſſion. In- 
vent firſt, and then embelliſh. The production 
of ſomething, where nothing was before, is an 
act of greater energy than the expanſion or de- 
coration of the thing produced. Set down di- 
ligently your thoughts as they riſe, in the firſt 
words that occur; and when you have matter, 
vou will eaſily give it form: nor, perhaps, will 
this method be always neceſſary: for, by habit, 
your 2 and diction will flow together. - 
The compoſition of ſermons is not very dif- 
ficult : the diviſions not only help the memory 
of the hearer, but direct the judgment of the 
writer; they ſupply ſources of invention, and 
keep every part in its proper place. . 
What I like leaſt in your letter, is your ac- 
count of the manners of your pariſh ; from which 
I gather, that it has been long neglected by the 
parſon. The Dean of Carliſle“, who was then 
a little rector in Northamptonſhire, told me, 
that it might be diſcerned whether or no there 
was a clergyman reſident in a pariſh, by the civil 
or ſavage manner of the people. Such a con- 
gregation as yours ſtand in much need of refor- 
mation; and I would not have you think it im- 
poſſible to reform them. A very ſavage pariſh 
was civiliſed by a decayed gentlewoman, who 


*Dr. Percy, now Biſhop of Dromore. 
b came 
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came among them to teach a petty ſchool.” My 1780. 
learned friend Dr. Wheeler of Oxford, when FTC 


bouring pariſh for fifteen pounds a year, which 
he was never paid; but he counted it a conve- 
nience that it compelled him to make a ſermon 
weekly. One woman he could not bring to the 
communion ; and when he reproved or exhort- 
ed her, ſhe only anſwered, that: ſhe was no 
ſcholar. He was adviſed to ſet ſome good wo- 
man'or man of the pariſh, a little wiſer than her- 
ſelf, to talk to her in language level to her mind. 
Such honeſt, I may call them holy artifices, muſt 
be practiſed by every clergyman. ; for all means 
muſt be tried by which - fouls may be faved. 
Talk to your people, however, as much as you 


can; and you will find, that the more frequently 


you converſe with them upon religious ſubjects, 
the more willingly they will attend, and the 
more ſubmiſſively they will learn. A clergy- 
man's diligence always makes him venerable. 


I think I have now only to ſay, that in the mo- 
mentous work you have undertaken, I pray Go 


to bleſs you. I am, Sir, | 
Vour moſt humble ſervant, 


 ** Bolt-court, Aug. 30, 1780. | Sam. JoHNsON.” | 


| 


My next letters to him were of dates Aug. 


24, September 6, and October 1, and from 


them I extract the following paſſages: ä 
« My brother David and I find the long in- 
dulged fancy of our comfortable meeting again 
at Auchinleck, ſo well realiſed, that it in ſome 
degree confirms the pleaſing hope of O / pracia- 

rum diem in a future ſtate. ; 
e beg that you may never again harbour a 
ſuſpicion of my indulging a peeviſh humour, 
or playing tricks; you will recollect, ae 
ET con- 


he was a young man had the care of a neigh- 27 


I -80. 
ern nnd 
Meat. 71. 
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I confeſſed to you; that when I had once been 
intentionally filent to try your regard, I gave 
you my word and honour that I ſhould not do 
© am. 7 2 55 9% 1H 1 11 | 


J rejoice to hear of your good ſtate of 


_ health; I pray God to continue it long. I have 


often faid, that I would willingly have ten years 


added to my life, to have ten taken from yours; 
I mean that I would be ten years older, to have 
you ten years younger. But let me be thankful for 
the years during which I have enjoyed your 


_ friendihip, and pleaſe myſelf with the hope of 


enjoying it many years to come in this ſtate of 
being, truſting, always, that in another ftate, 
we ſhall meet never to be ſeparated. Of this 
we can form'no notion ; but the thought, though 
indiſtinct, is delightful, when the mind is calm 
and clear. TORT FR PBT ĩö 00» | 
The riots in London were certainly horri- 
ble; but you give me no account of your own 
fituation, during the © barbarous anarchy. A 
deſcription of it by Dx. JonxsoH would be a 
great painting ;* you might write another 
en,, 7-5. 2 81 
« I am charmed with your condeſcending 
affectionate expreſſion, let us keep each other's 
kindneſs by all the means in our power ;* my 
revered friend ! how elevating is it to my mind, 
that I am ſound worthy to be a companion to Dr. 
Samuel Johnſon! All that you have faid in grate- 
ful praiſe of Mr. Walmſley, I have long thought 
of you; but we are both Tories, which bas a 
very general influence upon our ſentiments. 1 
hope that you will agree to meet me at York, 


- about the end of this month; or if you will 


come to Carliſſe, that would be better ftill, in 


I had not then feen his letters 10 Mrs: Thrale. 35 
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caſe the Dean be there. Pleaſe to conſider, that 1780. 
to keep each other's kindneſs, we ſhould every E. A. 
year have that free and intimate communication oy 
of mind which can be had only when we are : 
together. We ſhould have both our ſolemn 
and our pleaſant talk. 8 
I write now for the third time, to tell you, 
that my defire for our meeting this autumn, is 
much mereafed. I wrote to *ſquire Godfrey 
Boſville, my Yorkſhire Chief, that I fhould 
perhaps, pay him a viſit, as T was to hold a 
conference with Dr. Johnſon, at York. I give 
you my word and honour that I ſaid not a word 
of his inviting you; but he wrote to me as fol- 
lows 15 04 0 l TS. 
J need not tell you I fhall be happy to 
ſee you here the latter end of this month, as 
you propoſe ; and I ſhall hkewiſe be in hopes 
that you will perfuade Dr. Johnſon to finiſh the 
conference here. It will add to the favour of 
your own company if you prevail upon ſuch an 
aſſociate, to aſſiſt your obſervations. I have of. 
ten been entertained with his writings, and 1 
once belonged to a club, of which he was a 
member, and I never ſpent an evening there, 
but T heard ſomething from him well worth re- 
membering.' | Wy 
«© We have thun, my dear Sir, good comfort- 
able quarters in the neighbourhood of York, 
where you may be affured we ſhall be heartily 
welcome. I pray you then reſolve to ſet out; 
and let not the year 1780 be a blank in our 
ſocial calendar, and in that record of wiſdom 
and wit, which I keep with ſo much diligence, 
to your honour, and the inſtruction and delight 
of others.” . | | | 
Mr. Thrale had now another conteſt for the 
repreſentation 1n. parliament of the borcugh of 
? Southwark, 


8 
| 
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1780. Southwark, and Johnſon kindly lent him his 
* aſſiſtance, by writing advertiſements and letters 
for him. I ſhall inſert one, as a ſpecimen : 


To the worthy Electors of the borough of Southwa 7] | 


© GENTLEMEN, | n 
* A NEW Parliament being now called, I 
again ſolicit the honour of being elected for one 
of your repreſentatives, and ſolieit it with the 
greater confidence, as I am not conſcious of hav- 
ing neglected my duty, or of having acted other- 
wie than as becomes the independent repreſen- 
tative of independent conſtituents, ſuperiour to 
Tear, hope, and expectation, who has no private 
rpoſes to promote, and whoſe proſperity is 
involved in the proſperity of his country. As 
my recovery from a very ſevere diſtemper is not 
yet perfect, I have declined to attend the Hall, 
and hope an omiſſion ſo neceſſary will not be 
harſhly cenſured. To Nr 
“J can only ſend my reſpectful wiſhes, that 
all your deliberations may tend to the happineſs 
of the kingdom, and the peace of the borough. 
I am, Gentlemen, 5 | 
© Your moſt faithful and obedient ſervant, 
Southwark, Sept. 5, 1780. Henry THRALE.“ 


On his birth-day, Johnſon has this note, I 
am now beginning the ſeventy- ſecond year of 
my life, with more ſtrength of body, and 
greater vigour of mind, than I think 1s com- 
mon at that age.” But ſtill he complains of 
ſleepleſs nights and idle days, and forgetfulneſs, 
or neglect of reſolutions. He thus pathetically 
expreſſes himſelf, © Surely I ſhall not ſpend my 
whole life with my own total diſapprobation“.“ 

| * Prayers and Meditations, p. 185. 17 
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Mr. Macbean, whom I have mentioned more 
than once, as one of Johnſon's humble friends, 
a deſerving but unfortunate man, being now 
oppreſſed by age and poverty, Johnſon ſolicited 
the Lord Chancellor 'Thurlow, to have him ad- 
mitted into the Charter-houſe. I take the liberty 
to inſert his Lordſhip's anſwer, as I am eager to 
embrace every occaſion of augmenting the reſ- 
peRable notion which ſhould ever be entertain- 
ed of my illuſtrious friend: 


To Dr. SauuzL JOHNSON. 
14 1 8 | 
« SIR, 3 London, Oct. 24, 1780. 
IIa this moment received your let- 
ter, dated the 1gth, and returned from Bath. 


In the beginning of the ſummer I placed 


one in the Chartreux, without the ſanction of a 
recommendation ſo diſtin&, and ſo authoritative 
as yours of Macbean ; and I am afraid, that 
according to the eſtabliſhment of the houſe, the 
opportunity of making the charity fo good a- 
mends will not ſoon recur. But whenever a 
vacancy ſhall happen, if you'll favour me with 
notice of it, I will try to recommend him to the 
place, even though 1t ſhould not be my turn to 
nominate. I am, Sir, with great regard, 
| Four moſt faithful, ' _ 
And obedient ſervant, 
„ TyurLow.” 


To Jamzs BoswELL, "Eq. 


% Dzar SIR, ; | 
<* I am ſorry to write you a letter that will 
not pleaſe you, and yet it is at laſt what J reſolve 
to do. This year muſt pafs without an inter- 


1475 


1780. 


—ů—ů— 
Etat. 71. 


view; the ſummer has been fooliſhly loſt, like 


many 


176 


1780. 
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many other of my ſummers and winters. I 
hardly ſaw a green field, but ſtaid in town to 
work, without working much. 5 
Mr. Thrale's loſs of health has loſt him the 
election; he is now going to Brighthelmſton, 
and expects me to go with him, and how long I 
ſhall ſtay I cannot tell. I do not much like the 
place, but yet I fhall go, and ſtay while my ſtay 
is deſired. We muſt, therefore, content our- 
ſelves with knowing:what we know as well as 


man can know the mind of man, that we love 


one another, and that we wiſh each other's hap- 
pineſs, and that the lapſe of a year cannot leſſen 
our mutual kindneſs. . 

was pleaſed to be told that I accuſed Mrs. 
Boſwell unjuſtly, in ſuppofing that ſhe bears me 
M- will. I love you fo much, that I would be 
glad to love all that love you, and that you 
love; and I have love my ready for. Mrs. Bof- 
well, if the thinks it worthy of acceptance. I 


hope all the young ladies and gentlemen are 


I take a great liking to your brother. He 


tells me that his father recerved him kindly but 


not fondly; however, you ſeemed to have lived 
well enough at Auchinleck, while you ftaid. 
Make your father as happy as you can. 197 

Lou lately told me of your health: I can 
tell you in return, that my health has been for 
more than a year paſt, better than it has been 
for many years before. Perhaps it may pleaſe 
Gop to give us fome time together before we 
are parted. I am, dear Sir, | 

5 « Yours, moſt affectionately, 
Oct. 17, 1789. San. JonxsOox.“ 


Being diſappointed in my hopes of meeting 
Johnſon this year, fo that I could hear none of 
| 852 his 
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his admirable ſayings, I ſhall compenſate Bk 
A 


this want by inſerting a collection ef them, for 
which I am indebted to my worthy friend Mr. 
Langton, whoſe kind communications have been 
ſeparately interwoven in many parts of this 
work. A very few articles of this collection 
were committed to writing by himſelf, he not 


having that habit; which he regrets, and which | 


thoſe who know the numerous opportunities he 
bad of gathering the rich fruits of Johnſonian 
wit and wiſdom, muſt ever regret. I however 


found, in converſations with him, that a good 
ſtore of Johnſoniana was treaſured in his mind; 
and I compared it to Herculaneum, or ſome. 


old Roman field, which when dug, fully re- 
wards the labour employed. The authenticity 
of every article is unqueſtionable. For the ex- 
preſſion, I, who wrote them down in his pre- 
ſence, am partly anſwerable. _ | 


* Theocritus is not deſerving of vety high 
reſpect as a writer; as to the paſtoral part, Vir- 


gil is very evidently far ſuperiour. He wrote 
when there had been a larger influx of know- 
ledge into the world than when Theocritus liv- 


ed. Theocritus does not abound in deſcription, - 
though living in a beautiful country: the man- 


ners painted are coarſe and groſs. Virgil has 
much more deſctiption, more ſentiment, more 
of nature, and more of art. Some of the moſt 
excellent parts of Theocritus are, where Caſtor 
and Pollux, going with the other Argonauts, 


land on the Bebrycian coaſt, and there fall into 
a diſpute with Amycus, the King of that coun- 


try; which is as well conducted as Euripides 
could have done it; and the battle is well relat- 


ed. . Afterwards they carry off a woman, 


whoſe two brothers come to recover her, and 
expoſtulate with Caſtor and Pollux on their in- 
K N » Juſtice, 
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1785. juſtice; hut the pay no regard to the brothers, 


— 
Etat tat. JT, 


and a battle enſues, where Caſtor and his bro- 
ther are triumphant. Theocritus ſeems not to 
have ſeen that the brothers have the advantage 
in their argument over his Argonaut heroes. — 
The Sicilian Goſlips' is a piece of merit.“ 
e Callimachus is a writer of little. excellence. 
The chief thing to be learned from him is his 
account of Rites and Mythology ; which, tho 
deſirable to be known for the ſake of underſtand- 
ing other parts of ancient authours, is the leaſt 


| pleaſing or valuable part of their writings.” 


e Mattaire s account of the Stephani is a 


heavy book. He ſeems to have been a puzzle- 


headed, man, with a large ſhare of ſcholarſhip, | 
but with little geometry or logick in his head, 

without method, and poſſeſſed of little genius. 
He wrote Latin verſes from time to time, and 


publiſhed a ſet in his old age, which he called 


Senilia; in. which he ſhews ſo little learning 


or taſte in writing, as to make Carteret a dactyl. 
In matters of genealogy i it is neceſſary to give 
the bare names as they are ; but in poetry, and 
in prole of any elegance in, the writing, they 
require to have inflection given to them.— His 
book of the Dialects is a ſad heap of ecnfuſion; 
the only way to write on them is to tabulate them 
with notes, added at the bottom of the page, 
and references.” | 
'* Fe may be queſtioned, whether there is not 
ſome miſtake as to the methods of employing 
the poor, ſeemingly on a ſuppoſition that there 
is a certain portion of work left undone for want 
of perſons to do it; but if that is otherwiſe, 
and all the materials we have are actually work- 
ed up, or all the manufactures we can uſe or dif. 
poſe of are already executed, then what is given 
to the Poor, who are to be ſet at work, MM 
= taken 
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taken from ſome who now have it, as time muſt 1780. 
be taken for learning, according to Sir William r 
Petty's obſervation; a certain part of thoſe ö 
very materials that, as it is, are properly worked 
up, muſt be ſpoiled by the unſkilfulneſs of no- 
vices. We may apply to well-meaning, but 
misjudging perſons in particular of this nature, 
what Giannone ſaid to a monk, who wanted 
what he called to convert him : © Tu ſes ſanto 
mn tu non ſes Filoſoſo. — It is an unhappy eircum- 
ſlanee that one might give away five hundred 
pounds in a year to thoſe that importune in the 
ſtreets, - and not do any good.“. 
© There is nothing more likely to betray a 
man into abſurdity than condeſcenſion; when he 
ſeems to ſuppoſe his underſtanding too powerful 
% ( ele >. 
Having aſked Mr. Langton if his father and. 
mother had fate for their pictures, which he 
thought it right for each generation of a family 
to do, and being told they had oppoſed it, he 
ſaid, © Sir, among the infractuoſities of the 
human mind, I know not if it may not be ore, | Tl 
that there is a ſuperſtitious reluctance to fit for - | 
a picture.“ | e 
John Gilbert Cooper related, that ſoon after 
the publication of his Dictionary, Garrick being 
aſked by Johnſon what people ſaid of it, told him 
that among other animadverſions, it was objected 
that he cited authorities which were beneath 
the dignity of ſuch a work, and mentioned Rich- 
ardſon. Nay, (ſaid Johnſon,) IJ have done 
worſe than that: I have cited thee, David.? 
Talking of expence, he obſerved, with 
what munificence a great merchant will ſpend 
his money, both from his having it at command, 
and from his enlarged views by calculation of 
a good effect upon the whole. Whereas (ſaid 
„ 8 1 
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1780. he) you will hardly ever find a Str gentle- 


—— 
Etat. 71. 


man who is not a good deal diſconcerted at an 
unexpected occaſion for his being obliged to lay 
out ten pounds.” 

„When in good Bachduf he would talk of 
his own writings with a wonderful frankneſs and 
candour, and would even criticiſe them with 
the cloſeſt ſeverity, One day, having read 


over one of his Ramblets, Mr. Langton aſked 


him, how he liked that paper; he ſhook his 
head, and anſwered, * too wordy. And at 


another time, when one was reading his trage- 


dy of © Irene,” to a company at a houſe in the 
country, he left the room ; ; and ſomebody hav- 


jag aſked him the reaſon of this, he replied, 


Sir, I thought it had been better.” 
Talking of a point of delicate ſerupuloſity 


of moral conduct, he faid to Mr. Langton, 


Men of harder minds than ours will do many 


things from which you and I would ſhrink ; 
yer Sir, they will, perhaps, do more good in 
ife than we. But let us try to help one another. 
If there be a wrong twiſt, it may be ſet right. 


It ĩs not probable that two people can be wrong 


the ſame way.” 

Of the Preface to Capel's s Shakſpeare, he 
ſaid, If the man would have come to me, I 
would have endeavoured to * endow his pur- 


. poſes with words; for, as it is, he doth gabble 


monſtrouſly.” 


He related, that he had once in a dream a 
conteſt of wit with ſome other perſon, and that 
he was very much mortified by imagining that 
his opponent had the better of him, Now 
(faid he) one may mark here the effect of ſleep 
in weakening the power of reflection; for had 


not my judgment failed me, I ſhould have ſeen, 


that the wit of this ſuppoſed antagoniſt, by whoſe 
ſupe- 
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ſuperiority I felt myſelf depreſſed, was as much 1780. 
kurniſhed by me, as that Which. thought I bad 
been uttering in my own character.“ Atat. 73. 

„One evening in company, an ingenious 
and learned gentleman read a An of compli- 
ment to him from one of the Proſeſſors of a fo- 
reign univerſity. Johaſon, in an irritable fit, 
thinking there was too much oſtenſtation, ſaid, 
J never receive any of theſe tributes of ap- 
plauſe from abroad. One inſtance I recolle& 
of a foreign publication, in which mention is 
made of Villuſtre Lockman.” 

« Of Sir Joſhua Reynolds he ſaid, Sir, I 

know no man who has paſſed through life with 
more obſervation than Reynolds.“ 
He repeated to Mr. Langton, with great 
energy, our SAVIOUR'S gracious expreſſion con- 
cerning the forgiveneſs of Mary Magdalen, 
* Thy faith hath faved thee; go in peace.” He 
ſaid, the manner of this dilmiſſion is exceed- 
ingly affecting.“ 

He thus defined the ce between phy- 
fical and moral truth; phyfical truth is, when 
you tell a thing as it aQually is. Moral truth 
is, when you tell a thing ſincerely and preciſely 
as it appears to you. I lay ſuch a one walked 
acroſs the ftreet ; if he really did fo I told a 
phyſical truth. If I thought fo, though I ſhould 
have been miſtaken, I told a moral truth.“. 

« Huggins, the tranſlator of Arioſto, and 
Mr. Thomas Warton, in the early part of bis 
literary life, had a diſpute concerning that poet, 
of whom Mr. Warton, in his © Obſervations 
on Spencer's Fairy Queen,” gave ſome account, 
which Huggins attempted to anſwer with vio- 
KEW and laid, I will mulitate no a agaiu ſt 


* Luke vii. 50. lis 
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his neſcience?. Huggins was maſter of the ſub- 


ject, but wanted expreſſion. Mr. Warton's 
knowledge of it was. then imperfect, but his 


manner lively and e Johnſon ſaid, It 


appears to me, that 


uggins has ball without 

powder, and Warton powder without ball.“ 
« Talking of the Farce of High Life below 

Stairs, he ſaid, © Here is a farce, which is really 


very diverting when you ſee it adted; and yet 


one may read it, and not know. that one has 


fit by, ſhe always underſtands what you 
* 


been reading any thing at all.“ | 
He uſed at one time to go occaſicnally to 
the green-room of Drury-lane theatre, where 
he was much. regarded by the players, and was 
very eaſy and facetious with them. He had a 
very high opimon of Mrs. Clive's comick pow- 
ers, and converſed more with her than any of 
them. He ſaid, Clive, Sir, is a good wg to 
| ay.“ 
And ſhe faid of him, I love to fit by ohn- 
ſon, he always entertains me.“ One night when 
* The Recruiting Officer? was acted, be ſaid to 
Mr. Holland, who had been expreſſing an ap- 
prehenſion that Dr. Johnſon would diſdain the 
works of Farquhar-:| No, Sir, I think Far- 
quhar a man whoſe writings have conſiderable 
mers.” 2 LD... 
„His friend Gari ick was ſo buſy in conduct- 
ing the drama, that they could not have ſo much 
intercourſe as Mr. Garrick uſed to profeſs an 
anxious wiſh that there ſhould be. There might 
indeed be ſomething in the contemptuous ſeve- 
rity as to the merit of acting, which his old 
preceptor nouriſhed in himſelf, that would mor- 
tify Garrick after the great applauſe which he 
received from the audience. For though John- 
ſon ſaid of him, Sir, a man who has a nation 


to admire him every night, may well be ex- 


pected 
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pected. to. be ſomewhat. elated; yet he would 
treat theatrical matters with a-ludicrous ſlight. 

e mentioned one evening, *I met David com- 
ing off the ſtage, dreſt in a woman's riding- 
hood, when he acted in The Wonder; I came 
full upon him, and 1 believe he was not 
pleaſed.“ 


103 


1779. 


N 
Etat. 71. 


<« Once he aſked Tom Davies, whom he 


ſaw dreſt in a fine ſuit of clothes, And what 
art thou to-night.7' Tom anſwered, The 
Thane of Roſs; (which it will be recolleQed i is 


a very incoofiderable character). 0 brave * 


ſaid Johnſon.“ 


Of Mr. Longley; at Rocheſter, a 3 


man of very conſiderable learningy whom Dr. - 


Johnſon met there, he ſaid, * My heart warms 
towards him. I was ſurprized to find in him 
ſuch a nice acquaintance with the metre in the 
learned languages ; though I was ſomewhat 
mortified that I had it not-ſo much to myſelf, as 
I ſhould have thought.“ 

„Talking of the minuteneſs with which 
people will record the ſayings of eminent per- 
ſons, a ſtory was told, that when Pope was on 
a viſit to Spence at Oxford, as they looked from 
the window they ſaw a gentleman commoner, 
who was juſt. come in from riding, amuſing 
himſelf with whipping at a poſt. Pope took 

occaſion to ſay, That young gentleman ſeems 
to have little to do. Mr. Beauclerk obſerved, 


Then, to be fure, Spence turned round and T 


wrote that doun; and went on to. ſay to Dr. 


Johnſon, * Pope, Sir, would have ſaid the ſame 


ha 000. if he had ſeen you diſtilling.” Jonx- 
Sir, if Pope had told me of my Aiſtil- 
ling, I would have told him of bis grotto.” 
He would allow no fettled indulgence of 
idleneſs upon principle, and always repelled 
every 
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1780. every attempt to urge excuſes for it. A friend 
* one day ſuggeſted; that it was not wholeſome 
tat. 7k. to ſtudy ſoon after dinner. JoRHNSƷ . Ah, 

| Sir, don't give way to ſuch'a fancy. At one 
time of my life I had taken it into my head that 
it was not wholeſome to ſtudy between break- 
1 faſt and dinner. e e | 
Mr. Beauclerk one day repeated to Dr. 

Johnſon, Pope's lines, HA Fake. 


— SSC AN NN NNN = 


Let modeſt Foſter, if he will, excel 
Ten metropolitans in preaching well!! 


Then aſked the Doctor, Why did Pope ſay 
this? JohNSsON. Sir, he hoped it would vex 
ſomebody.“ ih 

* Dr. Goldſmith, upon occafion of Mrs. Len- 
nox's bringing out a play, ſaid to Dr. Johnſon at 
the Crus, that a perſon had adviſed him to go 
and hiſs it, becauſe ſhe attacked Shakſpeare in 
her book called © Shakſpeare illuſtrated.” 
Jon xsoN. And did you not tell him that he 
was a raſcal ? Gorpsmirn. No, Sir, I did 
not. Perhaps he might not mean what he ſaid.* 

| Jonnsox. © Nay, Sir, if he lied it is a different 
thing.“ Colman flily ſaid, (but it is believed 
Dr. Johnſon did not hear him,) Then the pro- 
per- expreſſion ſhould have been—Sir, if you 
don't lie, you're a raſcal.” PATTIES 

His affection for Topham Beauclerk was ſo 
great, that when Beauclerk was labouring under 
that ſevere illneſs which at laſt occaſioned his 
death, Johnſon faid, (with a voice faultering 
with emotion) Sir, I would walk to the extent 
of the diameter of the earth, to ſave Beauclerk.” 
One night at the Crus he produced a tran- 
ſlation of an epitaph which Lord Ellibank had 
written in Engliſh for his lady, and requeſted 

| By To, of 
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of Johnſon to turn into Latin for him. Having 1780. 
read Domina de North et Gray, he ſaid to Dyer, 
«You fee, Sir, what barbariſms we are com- Tal. 7. 


pelled to make uſe of, when modern titles are 
to be ſpecifically mentioned in Latin inſcrip- 
tions.“ When he had read it once aloud, and 
there had been a general approbation expretied 
by the company, he addreſſed himſelf to Mr. 
P yer in particular, and ſaid, * Sir, I beg to have 
your judgment, for I know your nicety. Dyer 
then very properly deſired to read it over again; 
which, Navi done, he pointed out an incon- 
gruity ia one of the ſentences. Johnſon imme- 
diately aſſented to the obſervation, and ſaid, 
Sir, this is owing to an alteration of a part 
of the ſentence, from the form in which I had 
firſt written it; and I believe, Sir, you may have 
remarked, that it is a very frequent cauſe of | 
errour in compoſition, when one has made a 
partial change, without a due regard to the ge- 
neral ſtructure of the ſentence.? _ 
gr was well wt e with Mr. 
Doſſie, authour of a treatiſe on Agriculture; 
and ſaid of him, Sir, of the objects which the 
Society of Arts have chiefly in view, the chy- 
mical effects of bodies operating upon other 
bodies, he knows more than almoſt any man.” 
8 in order to give Mr. Doſſie his vote to 
e a member of this ſociety, paid up an arrear 
which he had run on for two years. On this 
occaſion he mentioned a circumſtance, as cha- 
racteriſt of the Scotch, One of that nation, 
(ſaid he) who had been a candidate, againſt 
whom I had voted, came up to me with a civil 
falutation. Now, Sir, this 1s their way. An 
Engliſhman would have ſtomached it, and been 
ſulky, and never have taken farther notice of 
you: but a Scotchman, Sir, though you vote 
| | nineteen 
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1780. nineteen times againſt him, will accoſt you with 

equal complaiſance after each time, and the 

28 twentieth time, Sir, he will get your vote.” - 

Talking on the ſubject of toleration, one 

day when ſome friends were with him in his 

ſtudy, he made his uſual remark, that the ſtate 

has a right to regulate the religion of the people, 

who are the children of the ſtate. A clergy- 

man having readily acquieſced 1n this, Johnſon, 

who loved diſcuſſion, obſerved, © But, Sir, you 

muſt go round to other ſtates than our own. 

You do not know what a Bramin has to ſay for 

himſelf. In ſhort, Sir, I have got no farther 

than this. Every man has a right to utter what 

he thinks truth, and every other man has a 

right to knock him down tor it. Martyrdom 
is the teſt.” | 3 ü | 

A man, he obſerved, ſhould begin to write 

ſoon ; for, if he waits till his judgment is ma- 

ured, his inability, through. want of practice 

to expreſs bis conceptions, will make the diſ- 

proportion ſo great between what he ſees, and 

what he can attain, that he will probably 

be diſcouraged from writing at all. As a proof 

of the juſtneſs of this remark, we may inſtance 

what is related of the great Lord Granville; 

that after he had written his letter, giving an ac- 

count of the battle of Dettingen, he ſaid. Here 

is a letter, expreſſed in terms not good enough 

for a tallow-chandler to have uſed.” t. 

„Talking of a Court-martial that was fitting 

upon a very momentous public occaſion, he 

- expreſſed much doubt of an enlightened deci- 

fion ; and ſaid, that perhaps there was not a 

member of it, who in the whole courſe of his 

life, had ever ſpent an hour by himſelf in ba- 

hace propanmnest” ͤ . ot} 

. £ Goldſmith one day brought to the Crus a 

printed Ode, which he, with others, had been 

| hearing 


- 
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hearing read by its authour in a public room, at 1780. 
the rate of five ſhillings each for admiſſion. Tat 
One of the company having read it aloud, DDr. 7 
Johnſon ſaid, Bolder words, and more timo- 

rous meaning, I think never were brought to- 
gether.“ 15 | * 

* Talking of Gray's Odes, he faid, © They 

are forced nA raiſed in a hot-bed; and they 

are poor plants ;. they are but cucumbers .after 

all.“ A gentleman preſent, who had been run- 

ning down ode-writing in general, as a bad ſpe- 

cies of poetry, unluckily ſaid, © Had they been 
literally cucumbers, they had beea better things 

than odes.'—* Yes, Sir, (ſaid Johnſon,) for a 

hop.” X ST ; 
: % His diſtinction of the different degrees of - 
attainment of learning, was thus marked upon 

two occaſions. Of Queen Elizabeth he faid, 

She had learning enough to have given dignity 

to a biſhop? and of Mr. Thomas Davies he 

ſaid, Sir, Davies has learning enough to give 

credit to a clergyman.” _ | 

« He uſed to quote, with great warmth, the 

faying of Ariſtotle recorded by Diogenes Laer- 

tius; that there was the ſame difference between 

one learned and unlearned, as between the liv- 

ing and the dead.“ 55 

IIt is very remarkable, that he retained in 

his memory very ſlight and trivial, as well as 
important things. As an inſtance of this, it 
ſeems that an inferiour domeſtick of the Duke of + 
Leeds had attempted to celebrate his Grice's 
marriage in fuch homely rhymes as he could 
make; and this curious compoſition ,haviag 
been ſung to Dr. Johnſon he got it by heart, 
and uſed to repeat it in a very pleaſant manner. 
Two of the ſtanzas were theſe 


3 


© When 


And the beſt of filk and ſattin ſhall wear 
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The When the Duke of | Leeds ſhall married be 


Tit. . © Toa fine young lady of bigh quality, 


How happy will that gentlewoman be 
In his Grace of Leeds's good company. 

She ſhall have all that's fine and fair, 
And ride in a coach to take the air, N 
And have a houſe in St. James's-ſquare.“ 


To hear a man, of the weight and dignity of 
Johnſon, repeating ſuch humble attempts at 


poetry, had a very amuſing effect. He, how- 
ever, ſeriouſly obſerved of the laſt ſtanza, that 
it nearly .comprized all the advantages that 
wealth can give 


An eminent foreigner, when he was ſhewn 
the Britiſh Muſeum, was very troubleſome with 


many abſurd enquiries. © Now there, Sir, (ſaid 


he, ) is the difference between an Engliſhman 
and a Frenchman. A Frenchman muſt be al- 
ways talking, whether he knows any thing of 


the matter or not; an Engliſhman 1s content to 
ſay nothing, when he has nothing to ſay.” 

is unjuſt contempt for foreigners was, in- 
deed, extreme. One evening, at Old Slaugh- 


* ter's cofiee-houſe, when a number of them were 


talking loud about little matters, he ſaid, Does 
not this confirm old Meynell's obſervation 
For any thing I ſee, foreigners are fools.” 

He ſaid that once, when he had a violent 
tooth-ache, a French- man accoſted him thus: 
Ah, Monſieur, vous etudiez trop.” 

Having ſpent an evening at Mr. Langton's, 
with the Reverend Dr. Parr, he was much 
pleaſed with the converſation of that learned 
gentleman ; and after he was gone, ſaid to Mr. 


Langton, Sir, I am obliged to you for having 


aſked me this evening. Parr is a fair man. I 
| do 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 


do not know when I have had an occaſion of 
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ſuch free controverſy. It is remarkable how 


much of a man's life may paſs without meeting 


tat. 71. 


with any inſtance of this kind of open diſcuf- 


88 
We may ay inſtitute a eriticiſm between 
Shakſpeare and 

though in a different degree, the lights of a lat- 

ter age. It is not ſo juſt between the Greek 

dramatick writers and Shakſpeare. It may be 

replied to what is ſaid by one of the remarkers 


on Shakſpeare, that though Darius's ſhade had 
preſcience, it does not neceſſarily follow that he 


had all paſt particulars revealed to him.“ 


« Spaniſh plays, being wildly and improba- | 
bly farcical, would pleaſe children here, as 


children are entertained with ſtories full of pro- 


orneille, as they both had, 


digies; their experience not being ſufficient to 


cauſe them to be ſo readily ftartled at deviations 


from the natural courſe of life. The machinery 
of the Pagans is unintereſting to us: when a 


Goddeſs appears in Homer or Virgil, we grow 


weary ; ſtill more ſo in the Grecian tragedies, 
as in that kind of compoſition a nearer approach 
to nature is intended. Yet there are good rea- 
ſons for reading romances ; as the fertility of 


invention, the beauty of ſtyle, and expreſſion, 


the curioſity of ſeeing with what kind of per- 


formances the age and country in which they 


were written was delighted: for it is to be ap- 
prehended, that at the time when very wild 


improbable tales were well received, the. peo- 
ple were in a barbarous ſtate, and ſo on the 

footing of children, as has been explained.” 
It is evident enough that no one who writes 
now can. uſe the Pagan deities and mythology ; 
the only machinery, therefore, ſeems that of 
miniſtring ſpirits, the ghoſts of the departed, 
| witches 
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1780. witches and fairies, though, theſe latter, as the 


—Y> yalgar- ſuperſtition concerning them (which, 
Aut. Ju. while in its force, inſected at leaſt the imagina- 


tion of thoſe that had more advantage in educa- - 
tion, and only their reaſon ſet them free from it,) 
is every day wearing out, feem likely to be of 

little farther aſſiſtance in the machinery of poe- 


try. As I recolle& Hammond introduces ahag 
or witch into one of his love elegies, where the 


effect is unmeaning and diſguſting.” . 

*FTbe man who uſes his talent of ridicule in 
creating or groſsly exaggerating the inſtances he 
gives, who imputes abſurdities that did not hap- 
pen, or when a man was a little ridiculous, de- 
ſeribes him as having been very much ſo, abuſes 
his talents greatly. The great uſe of delineating 
abſurdities is, that we may know how far human 
folly can go; the account, therefore, ought of 
abſolute neceſſity to be faithful. A certain cha- 


racter (naming the perſon) as to the general caſt 


of it, is well deſcribed by Garrick, but a great 


deal of the phraſeology he uſes in it, is quite 
his own, particularly in the proverbial compa- 


riſons, obſtinate as a pig,” &c. but I don't know 


whether it might not be true of him, that from a 
too great eagerneſs for praiſe and popularity, 
and a politeneſs carried to a ridiculous mode 
he was likely, after aſſerting a thing in general, 
to give ĩt up again in parts. For inſtance, if he 
had faid Reynolds was the firſt of painters, he 
was capable enough of giving up, as objections 
might 33 to be ſeverally made; firſt, his 
outline then the grace in form then the co- 
louring— and laſtly, to have owned that he was 
ſuch a manneriſt, that the diſpoſition of his pic- 
tures was all alike.“ 8 
For hoſpitality, as formerly practiſed, there 
is no longer the ſame reaſon; heretofore the 
OT _ poorer 
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poorer people were more numercus, and from 


| livelihood more difficult; therefore the ſup-; 
porting them was an act of great benevolence ; 
now the poor can find maintenance for them- 
ſelves and their labour is wanted, a general un- 


Ae wolphalicy tends to ill, by withdraw- 


ing them from their work to idleneſs and drunk- 
enneſs. Then formerly rents were received in 
kind, ſo that there was a great abundance of 

roviſions in poſſeſſion of the owners of the 
8 0 which ſince the plenty of money afford- 
ed by commerce is no longer the caſe.” 

Hoſpitality to ſtrangers and foreigners. in 
our country is now almoſt at an end, fince from 
the increaſe of them that come to us, there have 
been a ſufficient number. of people that have 
found an intereſt in providing | inns and proper 
accommodations, which is in general a more 
expedient method for the entertainment of tra- 
vellers. Where the travellers and ſtrangers are 
few, more of that. hoſpitality ſubſiſts, as it has 
not been worth while to provide places of ac- 
commodation. In Ireland there is ſtill hoſpi- 

tality to ſtrangers, in ſome degree; in Hungary 
and Poland probably more. 


* Colman, in a note on his tranſlation of Te- 


rence, talking of Shakſpeare's learning, aſks, 

5 What fays ; Haag to this? What ſays Johnſon ? 
Upon this he obſerved, * Sir, let Farmer an- 
ſwer for himſelf: I never engaged in this con- 


troverſy. I always ſaid, Shakeſpeare had Latin 


enough. to gramatticiſe his Engliſh.” 


A clergyman, whom he charaQteriſed as 


one who loved. to fa little oddities, was affect- 
ing one day, at a Biſhop's table, a ſort of ſly- 
neſs and freedom not in character, and repeated, 


as, 
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1780. as if part of The Old Man's Wiſh,” a ſong by 
Dr. Walter Pope, a verſe bordering on licenti- 


Etat. 71 


ouſneſs. Johnſon rebuked him in the fineſt 
manner, by firſt ſhe wing him that he did not 
know the paſſage he was aiming at, and thus 
humbling him: Sir, that is not the ſong: it is 


thus. And he gave it right. Then looking 


ſtedfaſtly on him, Sir, there is a part of that 
ſong which I would wiſh to exemplify in my 
own life: e . 


a May I govern my paſſions with abſolüte ſway.” 


Being aſked if Barges knew a good deal 
of Greek, he anſwered, <I doubt, Sir, he was 


unoculus inter C@cos.” 


« He uſed frequently to obſerve, that men 


might be very eminent in a profeſſion, without 


our perceiving any particular power of mind in 


them in converſation. It ſeems ſtrange (ſaid 


he,) that a man ſhould ſee ſo far to the right, 


who ſees ſo ſhort a way to the left. Burke is 


the only man whoſe common converſation cor- 
reſponds with the general fame which he had in 
the world. Take up whatever topick you pleaſe, 
he is ready to meet you.” 88 


A gentleman, by no means deficient in li- 


terature, having diſcovered leſs acquaintance 


with one of the Claſſicks than Johnſon expect- 
ed, when the gentleman left the room he ob- 


ſerved, © You fee, now, how little any body 


reads.“ Mr. Langton happening to mention his 
having read a good deal in Clinardus's Greek 
Grammar, Why, Sir, (ſaid he,) who is there 


in this town knows any thing of Clinardus but 
vou and I? And upon Mr. Langton's mention- 


ing that he had taken the pains to learn by heart 
the epiſtle of St. Baſil, which is given in that 
| b Grammar, 
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Gialminar”as'a a praxis. Sir, (ſaid ben I never 
mide ach an effort to attain Greek. 92 


of poddeys *Publick Virtue': a Poem: Ert 77: 


he ſaid, © It was fie blank; (meaning to expreſs 
bis uf contempt for dlank verſe): however, 
this milerable poem did not ſell, and my poor 
friend Doddy ſaid, Publick Virtue was not a 
ſubject to intereſt the age.“ 

Mr. Langton, when a very young man, 
read Dodſley's © Cleone : a Tragedy, to him, 
not aware of his extreme impatience to be read 
to. As it went on he turned his face to the back 
of his chair, and put himſelf into various atti- 
thdes, which farked his uneaſineſs. At the 
end of an act, however, he ſaid, Come let's 
habe ſome more, let's go into the ſlaughter- 
houſe again Lanky. But I am afraid there 
is more blood than brains. Yet he aſter- 
wards ſaid, When I heard you read it, I 
thought higher of its power of language. When 
Tread it myſelf, I was more ſenſible of its pa- 

rhetick effett, and then paid it acomplimentwhich 
: many will think Very extravagant. Sir, (ſaid 
be,) if Otway had written this play, no other 
of his pieces would have been remembered.” 
Dodſley himſelf, upon this being repeated to 
him, ſaid, © It was too much: it muſt be re- 


membered, that Johnſon always appeared not 


to be ſufficiently ſenſible of the merit of Ot- 
way.” IF: © : 


cc Snatches of reading (aid he) will not make | 


a Bentley or a Clarke. They are, however,. in 
a certain degree advantageous. I would put a 
child into a library (where no unfit books are) 
and let him read at his choice. A child 


ſhoald not be diſcouraged from reading any 


thin that he takes a iking to, from a notion 
that It 18 above his reach. If that be the caſe, 
Vo I. III. O | the 
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dhe child will ſoon find it out and deſiſt; if not, 
be of courſe gains the inſtruction; which i is ſo 


71: much the more likely to come, from the inclina- 


tion with which he takes up the ſtudy.” 
-- + Though he uſed to cenſure careleſſneſs with 


great vehemence, he owned, that he once, to 


à void the trouble of locking up five guineas, hid 


them, he forgot where, ſo that be could not 


find them.” 


« A gentleman who introduced. ks brother 
to Dr. Johnſon, was earneſt to recommend him 


to the Doctor's notice, which be did by ſaying, 
© When we have fat together ſome time, my | 


find my brother grow very entertaining. Sir, 


(ſaid Johnſon, ) I can wait.” 


When the rumour was ſtrong that we ſhould 


has a war, becauſe the French would aſſiſt the 
Americans; he rebuked a friend with ſome 
aſperity for ſuppoſing it, ſaying, * BO Sir, na- 


tional faith is not yet AK» ſo low.” 


“In the latter part of his life, in order to to 
fatisfy himſelf whether his mental faculties were 


impaired, he reſolved that he would try to learn 
a new language, and fixed upon the low Dutch, 


for that purpoſe, and this he continued till be 
had read about one half of Thomas a Kempis;' 


and finding that there appeared no abate- 


ment of his power of acquiſition, he then 


deſiſted, as thinking the experiment had been 
duely tried. Mr. Burke juſtly obſerved, that 


this was not the moſt vigorous trial, Low Dutch 


being a language ſo near to our own; had it been 
one of the languages entirely different, he might 
have been very ſoon ſatisfied.“ 


« Mr. Langton and Pe having Me to ſee 
a Freemaſon's funeral proceſſion, when they 


were at Rocheſter, and ſome ſolemn muſick be- 
ing played on F rench-horns, he ſaid, © This is 
| ; the 
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ſhould be eafier, he would go to Aleppo, in or- 


der to acquire a knowledge as far as might be, 
of any arts peculiar to the. Eaſt, and introduce 
them into Britain. When this was talked of in 
Dr. Jehnſon's company, he ſaid, Of all men 


Goldſmith is the moſt unfit to go out upon ſuch 


an inquiry, for he is utterly ignorant of ſuch 


arts as we already poſſeſs, and conſequently 
could not now what would be acceſſions to our 
preſent ſtock of mechanical knowledge. Sir, 
he would bring home a grinding-barrow, which 


81 ſee in every ſtreet in London, and think that 


e had furniſned a wonderful improvement.“ 
* Greek, Sir, (ſaid he,) is like lace ; every 
man gets as much of it as he can.“ 


« When Lord Charles Hay, after his return 
from America, was preparing his defence to be 


offered to the Court-Martial which he had de- 


manded, having heard Mr. Langton as high in 
his expreſſions of admiration of Johnſon as he 


uſually was, he requeſted that Dr. Johnſon 


Might be introduced to him ; and Mr. Langton 
having mentioned it to Johnſon, he very kindly 
and readily agreed; and being preſented to his 
Lordſhip, while underarreſt, by Mr. Langton, he 
ſaw him ſeveral times ; upon one of which occa- 


ſions Lord Charles read to him what he had pre- 
pared, which Johnſon fignified his approbation of, 


ſaying, 


the firſt time that I have ever been affected by 1980. 
muſical ſounds: adding, that the impreſſion 
made upon him was of a melancholy kind. Ftat. 71. 
Mr. Langton ſaying, that this effect was a fine 
one. . JOHNSON. *© Yes, if it ſoftens the mind fo 
as to prepare it for the reception of ſalutary feel- 
ings, it may be good. But inaſmuch as it is 
melancholy per ſe, it is bad. 
* Goldſmith had long a viſionary project, 
that ſome time or other when his circumſtances 
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1580. ** It isa very good ſoldiefly defence.'— 0 
u Johnſon ſaid, that he had adviſed his Lordſhip, WM 
HA Fi that as it was in vain to contend with thoſe who 
were in-poſſeſhon of power, if they would of. a 
I 

1 

< 


fer him the rank of Lieutenant-General, and a 
government, it would be better judged to defiſ 
from urging his complaints. It is well known 
that his en, e ne, the trial came 
on. 3 
oF Johnſon one the gave n pralſe to Dr. ] 
Bentley's. verſes*:1n Dodſley's Collection, which \ 
be 3 * bis —_—_ 1 38 tf N, Atam | 
. 
* Dr. Johnſon, in l life of, FEB Py FRED, theſe 0 
are the only,! Ed verſes which Bentley is known eve 


to have written.” I ſhall, here Inſert them, and hope my 
readers will apply them. VE 


be, «.Who-ftrives to Dae ill, 

And thence poetick laurels bring, 125 15 a 
«« Muſt firſt ; acquire due force and. | 13 
Muſt fly with ſwan's or eagle's wing. DOR 


Ch Who Nature' s treaſures would explore, 
* Her myſteries and arcana know; W?’.¾ 
„% -Muſt high as lofty Newton ſoar, _ 
Muſt Koop + as delving Woodward low. 


« Who ſtudles ancient laws and rites, | 
1 Ton 1 arts, and arms, and hiſtory; |. 
* Muſt like Seldon, days and nights, 
And in bs endleſs arch die. 
„ Who travels in religious j jars, 
(Truth mixt with errour, ſhades wich rays); 
Like Whiſton, wanting pyx or ſtars, 
In ocean 1 or fink ks or ſtrays, 


But grant our hero's hope, long toil 
And comprehenſive genius crown, 
All ſciences, all arts his ſpoil, 
Let what reward, or what reno wn? 


« Envy, 


well.“ Johnſon however added, Yes, they 
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Smith, who was preſent, obſerved in his deci- 1780. 
ſive profeſſorial manner, Very well Very 4 
ane very well, Sir, but you may obſerve in what | 
manner they are well. They are the forcible 
verſes of a man of a ſtrong mind, but not ac- 
cuſtomed to write verſe; for there is ſome un- 
couthneſs in the expreſſiong——ͤ— - 7 
Drinking tea one day at Garrick's with Mr. 
Langton, he was queſt ioned if he was not fome- 


what of a heretick as to Shakſpeare, ſaid Gar- 


rick, I doubt he is a little of an-infidel *— Sir 
(ſaid Johnſon,) I will ſtand by the lines I have 
written on Shakſpeare, in my Prologue at the 
opening of your theatre“ Mr. Langton ſug- 
geſted; that in the line 4353 | 


And panting/Time'toil'd after him in vain; 


Johnſon might have had in his eye the paſſage” 
1 | 


' 
1 


c 


| She will cutfirip all praiſe, 
And make it halt behind her.” 


» 
by 


“ Envy, innate in vulgar fouls, 
Envy ſteps in and ſtops his riſe, 

« Envy with poiſon d tarniſh fouls 
+ His Iuftre-and his worth decries. 


He lives inglorious or in want, 
Jo College and old books confin d; 
Inſtead of learn 'd he's call'd pedant, 
« Dunces advanc'd, he's left behind: 
<« Yet left content a genuine Stoick he, 
Great without patron, rich without South Sea. 


1 | Ilohnſon 


1780. 
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Johnſon ſaid nothing. Garrick then ventured - 
to obſerve, I donot think that the happieſt line 
in the praiſe of Shakſpeare.* "Johnſon exclaim- / 
ed (ſmiling): © Profaical rogues; next time 1 
write, I'll make both time and ſpace pant“. 

It is well known that there was formerly a 
rude cuſtom for thoſe who were ſailing upon the 
Thames, to accoſt each other as they paſſed in 


the moſt abuſive language they could invent, 


generally, however, with as much ſatirical hu- - 
mour as they were capable of producing. Ad- 
diſon grves'a ſpecimen of this ribaldry, in Num- 
ber 383 of © The Spectator, when Sir Roger de 
Coverly and he are going to Spring-garden.— 
Johnſon was once eminently ſucceſsful in this 
ſpecies of conteſt; a fellow having attacked him 


with ſome coarſe raillery, Johnſon anſwered 
thus, Sir, your wife (under pretence of keep- 
ing a bawdy-houſe) is a receiver of ſtolen goods. 


One evening when he and Mr. Burke, and Mr. 
Langton were in company together, and the 


*I am ſorry to ſee in the Tranſactions of the Royal ; 
Society of Edinburgh,” Vol. II. © An Effay on the cha- 


rafter of Hamlet, written, I ſhould ſuppoſe, by a very 
young man, though called Reverend;” who ſpeaks with 
preſumptuous petulance of the firſt literary character of his 
age. Amidft a cloudy confuſion of words, (which hath 
of late too often paſſed in Scotland for Metaphyficłs,) he 
thus ventures to criticiſe one of the nobleft lines in our 
language :—* Dr. Johnſon has remarked, that * time toil'd 
after him in vain.' But I ſhould apprehend, that this is 
entirely to miſtake the character. Time toils after every 
great man, as well as after Shakſpeare. The workings of 
an ordinary mind keep pace, indeed, with time; they move 
no faſter ; they have their beginning, their middle, and their 


end; but ſuperiour natures can reduce theſe into @ point, — 


They do not, indeed, ſippreſs them; but they ſuſpend, or 
they lock them up in the breaſt. The learned Society, un- 


der whoſe ſanction ſuch gabble is uſhered into the world, 


would do well to offer a premium to any one who will diſ- 
cover its meaning. | 


admirable 


— 
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admirable ſcolding of Timon of Athens was 1780. 


mentioned, this inſtance of Jobnſon's was quoted 
and thought to have at leaſt equal excellence. 

As Johnſon always allowed the extraordi- 

nary talents of Mr. Burke, ſo Mr. Burke was 
fully ſenſible of the wonderful powers of John- 
ſon. Mr. Langton recollects having paſſed an 
evening 'with both” of them, when Mr. Burke 
repeatedly entered upon topicks which it was 
evident he would have illuſtrated with extenſive 
knowledge and richneſs of expreſſion ; but 
Johnſon always ſeiſed upon the converſation, in 
which, however, he acquitted himſelf in a moſt 
maſterly manner. As Mr. Burke and Mr. Lang- 
ton were walking home, Mr. Burke obſerved 
that Johnſon had been very great that night; 
Mr. Langton joined in this, but added, he could 
have wiſhed to hear more from another perſon ; 
(plainly intimating that he meant Mr. Burke). 
O, no, (faid Mr. Burke) it is enough for me to 
have rung the bell to him.“ | 

« Talking of Dr. Blagden's Spice ind 
precifion of communication, Dr. Johnſon ſaid, 

* Blagden, Sir, is a delightful fellow.“ 

This year the Reverend Dr. Franklin having 
publiſhed a tranſlation of Lucian,” inſcribed 
to him the Demonax thus: 

* To DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON, the Demo- 
nax of the preſent age, this piece is inſcribed by 
a ſincere admirer of his reſpectable talents, 

The TRANSLATOR.” 

Though upon a particular compariſon of De- 
monax and Johnſon, there does not ſeem to be 
a great deal of fimilarity between them ; this 
Dedication is a juſt compliment from the gene- 
ral character given by Lucian of the ancient 
Sage, © the beſt philoſopher whom I have ever 
ſeen or known.” | 

| = 


Ætat. 71. 
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1981. In 1781 Johnſon at laſt completed his © Lives 
of the Poets,” of which he gives this account : 
Kaus. 72-< Sometime in March I, finiſhed the * Lives of 
the Poets, which 1 wrote in my uſual way, di- 
latorily and haſtily, unwilling to work, and 
working with vigour and haſte In a memo- 
randum previous: to this, he, ſays of them > 
* Written I hope, in ſuch a manner as may 
tend to the promotion of pietyfL  _ 
Ibis is the work whic - all Dr, Johnſon's. 
writings, will perhaps be, We generally, | 
and with moſt pleaſure. Philology and biogra- 
phy were his favourite purſuits, and thoſe Who 
lived moſt in intimacy with him, heard him up- 
on all occaſions, when there was a proper op- 
portunity, take delight in expatiating upon the. 
various merits of the Engliſh: Poets; upon ;the 
nicetiesof their characters, and the events of their 
progreſs thro the world which they conti ihuted to 
illuminate. His mind was ſo full of that kind 
of information, and it was ſo well arranged in 
his memory, that in performing, what he bad 
undertaken in this way, he had little more to do 
than to put his thoughts upon paper, exhibiting 
firſt each Poet's life, and then ſubjoining a cri- 
tical examination of his genius and works. But 
when he began to write, the ſubject ſwelled in 
ſuch a manner, that inſtead of prefaces to each 
Poet of no more than a few pages as he had 
originally intended}, he produced an ample, 
9 ac va) rich 
Prayers and Meditations, p. 190. Þ Ibid. 174. 
1 His defign is thus announced in his Advertiſement :— 
„The Bookſellers having determined to publifh a body of 
Engliſh Poetry, I was perſuaded to promiſe them a pre- 
face to the works of each authour; an undertaking, as it 
was then preſented to my mind, not very tedious or'diffi- 


cult. 
[19 My | 


4 


2 * 


imprels with“ Loye at firſt ſight:“ 


rar ER or b. ON , 
rich ad 25 entertaining view of them in 1782. 
reſpect. 


In this he reſembled by ene W 7 


preſented him with another hundred pounds, 
over and above two hundred, for which, his 


agreement. was. to. furniſh ſuck prefaces.as he 


thought fit. e PISS 
| This was, however, but a ſmall recompence 
for ſuch a collection of biography, and ſuch. 
principles and. illuſtr ations of eriticiſm as, 11 
digeſted and arranged in one ſyſtem by ſome 


% 


. 


modern, Ariftotle or Longinus, might, form a 
5 4 that, ſubje&, ſuch as no other nation 
can ſhew. As he was ſo good as to make me a 
preſent of the greateſt part of the original, and 
indeed oply manuſeript of this admirable work, 
I have an opportunity of obſerviag with won 
der the correctneſs with wbich he rapidly.ſtrack 
off. ſuch glowing compoſition. He may be aſ- 
fimilated to the Lady in Waller, who, could 


$3: & 


e Some other nymphs with colours faint, 
And pencil ſſow may Cupid paint, 
* And a weak heart in time deſtroy; 
She has a ſtamp and prints the boy.“ | 


That he, however, had a good deal of trou - 


ble and ſome anxiety in carrying on the work, 


ce 


Mx purpoſe was only to have allotted to every poet an 
Advertiſement, like that which we find in the French Miſ- 
cellanies, containing a few. dates, and a general character; 
but J have been led beyond my intention, I hope by the ho - 
neſt deſire of giving uſeful pleaſure. 1 


we 
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we ſee from a ſeries of his notes to Mr. Nicols, | 
the printer“, whoſe variety of literary inquiry 


* 'Thus:—* In the Life of Waller, Mr. Nicols will 
find a reference to Parliamentary Hiftory, from which a 
wy quotation is to be inſerted: If Mr. Nicols cannot 
2 y find the book, Mr. Johnſon will ſend it from Strea- 

am. | EL 
«©. Clarendon is here returned. E 

« by ſome accident, I laid y note upon Duke up ſo 
fafely, that I cannot find it. Your'informations have been 
of great uſe to me. I muſt beg it again; with another liſt _ 
of our authours, for I have laid that with the other. I 
have ſent Stepney's Epitaph. Let me have the reviſes as 
Joon as can be. Dec. 1778. _ CI ET IDE. 


have ſent Philips, with his Epitaph, to be inſerted. 


The fragment of a Preface is hardly worth the impreſſion, 


but that we may ſeem todo ſomething. | It may be added to 
the Life of Philips. The Latin page is to be added to the 
Life of Smith. 1 ſhall be at home, to reviſe the two ſheets 
of Milton. March 1, 1779.“ 7 WTO 1 
« Pleaſe to get me the laſt edition of Hughes's Letters; 


and try to get Dennis, upon Blackmore, and upon Cato, 
and any thing of the ſame writer againſt Pope. Our ma- 
terials are defective.” EY E 


* As Waller profeſſed to have imitated Fairfax, do you 
think a few pages of Fairfax would enrich our edition 
Few readers have ſeen it, and it may pleaſe them. But it 
is not neceſſary.” Fe | OE + 

* An account of the Lives and Works of ſome of the 
moſt eminent Engliſh Poets. By, &c.— The Engliſh 
Poets, biographica ly and critically. conſidered. by San. 
Joxnson. ——Let Mr. Nicols take his choice, or make 
another to his mind. May, 1981.” ; | | 

© You ſomehow forgot the advertiſement for the new 
edition. It was not incloſed. Of Gay's Letters I ſee not 
that any uſe can be made, for they give no information of 
any thing. That he was a member of the Philoſophical 
Society is ſomething ; but ſurely he could be but a correſ- 
22 member. Meeres not Wo his Life here, I 

now not how to put it in, and it is of little importance.“ 

See ſeveral more in The Gentleman's Magazine, 
1785. The Editor of that Miſcellany, in which Johnſon 


wrote for ſeveral years, ſeem juſtly to think that every 


fragment of ſo great a man is worthy of being preſerved. . 


and 
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land obliging diſpoſition, rendered him very 1781. 
uſeful to Johnſon. Mr. Stephens appears, from EINE 
the papers in my poſſeſſion, to have ſupplied“ 72 
him with ſome anecdotes and quotations; and I 
obſerve the fair hand of Mrs. Thrale as one of 
his copyiſts of ſelect paſſages. 1 
It is not my intention to dwell upon each of 
Johnſon's © Lives of the Poets,” or attempt an 
analyhs of their merits, which were I able to 
do it, would take up tco much room in this 
work ; yet I ſhall make a few. obſervations up- 
on ſome of them, and inſert a few various read- 
ings. „„ 1 
Abe Life of CowIE he himſelf conſidered 
as the beſt of the whole, on account of the diſ- 
ſertation which it contains on the Metaphyfical 
Poets. Dryden, whole critical abilities were 
equal to his-poetical, had mentioned them in 
his excellent Dedication of his Juvenal, Eut had 
barely mentioned them. ar ve has exhibited 
them at large, with ſuch happy illuftration 
from their wntings, and in ſo luminous a. 
manner, that indeed he may be allowed the full 
merit of novelty, and to have diſcovered to us 
as it were, a new planet in the political hemiſ- 
„ 5, %%% bt HR; 
It is remarked by Johnſon, in conſidering the 
words of a poet“, that © amendments are ſel- 
dom made without ſome token of a rent;” but 
I do not find that this is applicable to proſe.— 
We ſhall ſee that though his amendments in this 
work are for the better, there is nothing of the 
pannus aſſutus ; the texture is uniform, and 
indeed what has been there at firſt, is very ſel- 
dom unfit ro have remained. | | 


_ * Life of Sheffield. 
Various 
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Various readings* in the. Life of, Cow IR Y. 


All ffature votaries of] that may hereafler 
pant for ſolitude.  _ 1 


* 


« To conceive and execute the Jagitation or 
perception] pains and the pleaſures of other 
minds. Tp RT | 1 5 5 . 
*The wide effulgence of {the blazing] a fum-. 
WT T3 e n 
In the Life of WarLzz, Johnſon gives a diſ- 
tinct and animated narrative of publick affairs 
in that variegated period, with ſtrong yet nice 
touches of character, and having a fair foppor- 
tunity to diſplay his political principles, does it 
with an unqualified manly confidence, and ſatis- 
fies his readers how .nobly he might have exe- 
cuted a Tory hiſtory of his country. 
So eaſy is his tile in theſe Lives, that I do not 
recollect more than three uncommon. or learned 
words; one, when giving an account of the 
approach of Waller's mortal diſeaſe, he : ze. 
< he found his legs grow md ;” by uſing the 
expreſſion his legs ſwelled, he would have avoid- 
ed this; and there would have been no impro- 
priety in its being followed by the intereſting 
queſtion to his phyſician, What that ſwelling - 
meant?“ Another, when he mentions that 
Pope had emitted propoſals; when publiſhed or 
iſued, would have been more readily. under- 
ſtood ; and a third, when he calls Orrery and 
Dr. Delany, writers undoubtedly veraczous; when 
true, honeſt, or faithful, might have been uſed.” 
Yet, it muſt be owned, that none of theſe are - 
hard or too big words; that cuſtom would make. 
them ſeem as eaſy as any others; and that a lan- 


*The original reading is encloſed in brackets, and the 
nreſent one is printed in Italicks. | Is 
gaage 
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| guage is richer and capable of more beauty of 1761. 
expreſſion, by having a, greater variety of ſy- Eat. 52. 
nonimes. ; ”—_— | 
His diſſertation upon the unfitneſs of poetry 
for the aweful ſubjeQs of our holy religion, tho 
I do not entirely agree with him, has all the 
merit of originality, with uncommon force of 


reaſoning. 
Various readings in the Life of ian | 


Lune Confented to [the inſertion of their names] 
their vwn nomination. 

After j pa 7 a fine of ten thouſand pounds. 

« Congratulating Charles the Second on his 
[coronation] recovered right. 

< He that has flatte ready for all whom the 
viciſſitudes of the world happen to exalt, muſt 
be ſconfeſſed to degrade his powers] ſcorned as a 
proſtituted mind. 

. characters by which Waller intended 


to diſtinguiſh his writings are [elegance] ſpright- 


lineſs and dignity. 
* \Bloffoms'to be valued only as they [fetch] 
foretell fruits. 
25 om. es ſuch as the en of nature 
Leafil — ſupplies. 
135 Some applications [are ſometimes] 


may be thought too remote and unconſequential. 


His images are [ſometimes | confuſed] ot 
auge di Minct. * : 


Againſt his Life of. 8 the hounds of 
Wh giſm have opened in*full cry. But of Mil- 
ton's great excellence as a poet, where ſhall we 
find ſuch a blazon as by the hand of Johnſon ?. 
I ſhall ſelect only the a paſſage con- 
ceming e Paradi,e Loft -” 


” Fancy 


2 — — — — 
— 7 Ä— — —— — * 
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e Fancy can hardly ſorbear to conjecture 
with what temper Milton ſurveyed the ſilent 
progreſs of his work, and marked his reputa- 


tion ſtealing its way in a kind of ſubterraneous 
current, through fear and filence; I cannot but 


conceive him calm and confident, little diſap- 


pointed, not at all dejected, relying on his own 
merit with ſteady conſciouſneſs, and waiting 


without impatience, the viciſſitudes of opinion, 
and the impartiality of a future generation.“ 
Indeed even Dr. Towers, who may be con- 


* 


fidered as one of the warmeſt zealots of The 
Revolution Society itſelf, allows, that © Johnfon | 


has ſpoken in the higheſt terms of the abilities 


of that great poet, and has beſtowed on his 


n N 


principal poetical compoſitions, the moſt ho- 


nourable encomiums“.“ 


* 


That a man, who venerated the Church and 


Monarchy as Johnſon did, ſhould ſpeak with 


* See © An Eſſay on the | Life, Character, and Writings 


of Dr: Samuel ' Johnſon,” London, 1787; which is very 
well written, making a proper allowance for the democra- 


tical bigotry of its authour; who I cannot however but 


admire for his liberality in ſpeaking thus of my illuſtrious 5 


Friend: | 


He poſſeſſed extraordinary powers of underſtanding, 


which were much cultivated by ſtudy, and ftill more by 


judgement keen and penetrating. He 


ſometimes ardent ; and 


duction was exhibited alſo in his converſation, which was 


meditation and reflection. His memory was remarkably 
retentive, his imagination uncommonly vigorous, and his 

had a ftrong ſenſe of 
the importance of religion; his piety was fincere, and 
is zeal for the intereſts of virtue 
was often manifeſted in his converſation and in his writings. 
The ſame energy which was diſplayed in his literary pro- 


various, ſtriking, and inſtructive; and perhaps no man 
ever equalled him for nervous and pointed repartees. 
„ His Dictionary, his moral Eſſays, and his productions 


in polite literature, will convey uſeful inſtruction, and ele- 


*« 


gant entertainment, as long as the language in which they 


are written ſhall be under ood.” 
| a juſt 
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a juſt abhorrence of Milton as a politician, or 17871. 


rather as daring foe to good polity, was ſurely 
to be expected; and to thoſe who cenſure him, 


celebrated complaint of his ſituation, when by 
the lenity of Charles the Second, A lenity of 


which (as Johnſon well obſerves) the world has 


had perhaps no other example ; he, who had 


written in juſtification of the murder of his 


Sovereign, was ſafe under an Act of Oblivion. 
No ſooner is he ſafe than he finds himſelf in 
danger, fallen on evil days and evil tongues, 

and with darkneſs and with danger compaſs d 
round. This darkneſs, had his eyes been bet- 

ter employed, had undoubtedly deſerved com- 

paſſion; but to add the mention of danger was 
ungrateful and unjuſt. He was fallen, indeed, 
on evil days; the time was come in which regi- 
cides could no longer boaſt their wickedneſs. But 
ofevil tongues to complain, required impudence-at 
leaſt equal to his other powers : Milton, whoſe 
warmeſt advocates muſt allow, © that he never 
ſpared any aſperity of reproach, or brutality of 
inſolence.“ | | 81 | 
T have, indeed, often wondered how Mil- 
ton, © an acrimonious and ſurly Republican,” 


a man © who in his domeſtick relations was ſo 


ſevere and arbitrary,” and whoſe head was filled 
with the hardeſt and moſt diſmal tenets of Cal- 


viniſm, ſhould have been ſuch a poet; ſliould 


not only have written with ſublimity, but with 


beauty, and even gayety; ſhould have exquiſite- 


ly painted the ſweeteſt ſenſations of which our 
nature is capable; 1maged the delicate raptures 


of connubial love; nay, ſeemed to be animated 


with all the ſpirit of revelry. It is a proof that 
in the human mind the departmeatsof judgement 
and imagination, perception and temper, may, 
{ſometimes be divided by ſtrong partitions; and 
„ ES that 


{ 


— — 
Feat. 75: 


I would recommend his commentary on Milton's _ 


- 


28 
# 178 f. 
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that the lich hr and Thade in the ſine character 
ma) 'be Fe 5010 diſtincteas never to be Blended. 

In tlie Eife f Miltsn, Johnſon WE erat 
to maintain His OWn, And the general 'd 17 8 
85 e of hy ne 5 r blank «verſe, 

ngliſh poetr and quotes this oppolite illuſ- 

by an ith genius Kan » that 
it ſeems to be e fo The eve*. The gentle. 
man whom he thus chafäcteriſes is (as He told 
Mr. Seward) Mr. Lock, of Norbury | Park in 
Surrey, whole _ kiiowledge and taſte in the nie 


arts 18 uoiverſally celebrated; with whoſe Ele- 


gance of ere the writer of the preſent work 


Fas felt himief much im} préſſed, And to Whoſe 


virtues a common friend, "who has known, hitn 
long, and is ot much addiéted to fattery, . 
the higheſt teſtimony. - 


Paricus readings in the Lise of NY : 

on, 1 cannot find a ny meaning but this whit 
his moſt bigotted advocates] even kinittleſs and 
reberence can give. 

[Perhaps no] ſcarcely any man ever Wide 
ſo much, and praiſed fo few. 

A certain ſreſeue] preſervative from obli- 
vin. 
Let me not be cen red for this digreffi ob, 
as fcontracted] pedantic or paradoxical. 


Sccrates rather was of opinion, that what 


we had to learn was how to [obtain and com- 
municate happineſs] do good and avoid evil. 


„One of the moſt natural inſtänces of the effect of 
blank verſe happened to the late Earl of Hopeton. His 
Lordſhip obfervel one of his ſhepherds po oring in the * 

n Milton's © Paradiſe Loſt;“ and having aſked h 

5 55 book it was, the man anſwered, * Ant pleaſe yur 
Lordſhip this is a very odd fort of an Aan er he would 
Fain rhme, but cannot get at it.“ 

6e Its 


ee I.JvwN , cw 
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cc fin ance [ who can exhibit? is leſs at. 2 
eleg U 5 5 eſs at 


jamable.” ; 


I could, with pledfure; expatiate upon the 
maſterly execution of the Life of DRY DRM, 
which we have ſeen was one of Johnſon's li- 
terary projects at an early period, and which it 
is remarkable, that after deſiſting from it, from 
a ſuppoſed Kantineſs of materials, he ſhould; at 
an advanced age, have performed ſo amply. 

His defence of that great poet. againſt the 1- 
liberal attacks upon him, ,as if his _ embracing 
the Roman ; Catholick. communion had been a 
time-ſerving meaſure, is a piece of reaſoning 
at once A le and candid. Indeed, Dryden 
himſelf, in his 0 Hind and Panther,” hath given 
ſuch a picture of his mind, that they who know 
the anxiety for repoſe as to the aweful ſubje& of 
our ſtate bexond the grave, though they may 
think his opinion ill- founded, mult think chari- 
aby of his ſentiment. 


But, gracious Go o, how well doſt thou Provide 

« For.erring judgements an unerring guide | 

Thy throne is darkpels in th' abyls of light, 

«KA, bury of glory that forbids the fight: 

« O! teach me to believe thee thus conceab'd, 

« And ſearch no farther than thyſelf reveal'd ; 

But Her alone for my director take, 

«© Whom thou haſt promis'd never to forſake. 

My thoughtleſs.. youth, was wing'd with vain 

. defires; 

c. 9 manhood, long miſled, by wand ring fires, 

Follow d falſe lights ; and when their, "glimpſe 
Was gone, 

So, «My pride ſtruck out new ſparkles. of her own. 


0. . I 2 1 ch 


rr 
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1781. Such was I, ſuch by Nature ſlill I am; 


w— xo cc 
Etat. 72. 


Be thine the glory, and be mine the ſname. 

** Good life be now my taſk : my doubts are 
| done; 1 5 

* What more could ſhock my faith than Three 
in One?“ 


In draw ing Dryden's character, Johnſon has 
given, though I ſuppoſe unintentionally, ſome 
touches of his own. Thus, The power that 


_ predominated in his intellectual operations was 


rather ſtrong reaſon than quick ſenſibility. Up- 
on all occaſions that were preſented, he ſtudied 
rather than felt; and produced ſentiments not 
ſuch as Nature enforces, but meditation ſupplies. 
With the ſimple and elemental paſſions as they 


ſpring ſeparate in the mind, he ſeems not much 


acquainted. He 1s, therefore, with all his va- 
riety of excellence, not often pathetick; and 
had ſo little ſenſibility of the power of effu- 
ſions purely natural, that he did not eſteem them 
in others.” —It may indeed be obſer ved, that in 
all the numerous writings of Johnſon, whe- 
ther in proſe or verſe, and even in his tragedy, 
of which the ſubject is the diſtreſs of an unfor- 
tunate Princeſs, there is not a ſingle paſſage that 
ever drew a tear. | 


\ 


Various readings in the Life of DxvpEN. 


„The reaſon of this general peruſal, Addi- 
fon has attempted to [find in] derzve from the 
delight which the mind feels in the inveſtigation 
of ſecrets. | 1 | = 
His beſt actions are but [convenient] inabi- 
lity of wickedneſs. | | 
When once he had engaged himſelf in diſ- 
putation, [matter] zhoughts flowed in on either 


Ade. 


The 
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© The abyſs of un- ideal [emptineſs] vacancy. 1781. 
' © Theſe, like [many other harlots,] e Har- 
lots of other men, had his love though not his 
* approbation. 55 
He [ſometimes diſplays] deſcends to diſplay 
his knowledge with pedantick oſtentation. 

French words which | were then uſed in] 
had then crept into converſation.” _ 

* The Life of Pop was written by Johnſon 
con amore, both from the early poſſeſſion which 
that writer had taken of his mind, and from the 
pleaſure which he muſt have felt, in for ever fi- 
lencing all attempts to leſſen his poetical fame, 
by demonſtrating his excellence, and pronounc- 
ing, a triumphant apotheoſis.—“ After all this, 
it 18 ſurely ſuperfluous to anſwer the queſtion that 
has once been aſked, Whether Pope was a po- 
et? otherwiſe than by aſking in return, If Pope 
be not a poet, where is poetry to be found? To 
circumſcribe poetry by a definition, will only 
ſhew the narrowneſs of the definer; though a 
definition which ſhall exclude Pope will not ea- 
fily be made. Let us look round upon the preſent 
time, and back upon the paſt ; let us inquire to 
whom the voice of mankind has decreed the 
wreath of poetry; let their productions be exa- 
mined, and their claims ſtated, and the preten- 
fions of Pope will be no more diſputed.” 

I remember once to have heard Johnſon ſay, 

« Sir, a thouſand years may elapſe before there 
ſhall appear another man with a power of verſi- 
fication equal to that of Pope. That power - 
muſt undoubtedly be allowed its due ſhare in 
enhancing the value of his captivating compo- 
ſition.“ 3 & 

Johnſon, who had doge liberal juſtice to 
Warburton in his edition of Shakſpeare, which 
was publiſhed during the life of that powerſul 

| Fy- * writer, 


— —/ 
tat. 72. 
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” 2. 


Collection of their reſpective Works.” After an able 
and * fond, though not undiſtinguiſking,” conſideration 
of Warburton's haradter, he tays, «Tn two immortal 
Works, J ohnſon has Rood forth in the foremoſt rank of 
his admirets. By the teſtimony of ſuch a man, imperti- 
nence muſt be abaſhed, and malignity itſelf muſt be ſof- 
tened. Of literary merit, Johnſon, as we all know, was 
a ſagacious but a moſt ſevere judge. Such was his diſ- 
cernment, that he pierced into the moſt ſecret ſprings of 
human actions; and ſuch was his integrity, that he always 
weighed the moral characters of his fellow- creatures in the 
balance of the ſanctuary. He was too courageous to 
propitiate a rival, and too proud to truckle to a fuperiour. 
. as I know him, and as every man 
of ſenſe and virtue would wiſh to be known I mean, both 
from his own writ:ngs, and from the writings of thoſe who 
diſſented from his principles, or who envied his reputation. 
But, as to favours, he had neter received or aſked any from 
the biſhop of Glouceſter ; and, if my memory ſails me 
not, he had ſeen him only once, When they met almoſt 
without defign. converſed without much effort, and parted 
without any laſting impreſſions of hatred or affection. 
Yet, with all the — Fas of ſympathetick genius; Johnſon 
has done that ſpontaneouſly and ably, which, by ſome wri- 
ters, had been before attempted injudiciouſly, and which! by 
others, from hom more ſucce'sful attempts might have 
been expected, has not hitherto been done at all. 3 
; TN Ep we 
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French, in London, well known for her elegant 1781. 


aſſemblies, and bringing eminent characters. to- F 


gether. The interview proved to be mutually 

agreeable. | | 

I am well informed, that Warburton ſaid of 

E. * I admire him, but I cannot bear his 
yle-:” and that Johnſon being told of this, ſaid, 

“That is exactly my caſe as to him.“ The man- 


ner in which he expreſſed his admiration. gf the 


21 3, 


at. 72. 


fertility of Warburton's genius and of the varie- 


ty of his materials, was, © The table is always full, 
well of Warburton, without inſulting thoſe whom War- 
burton deſpiſed, He ſuppreſſed not the imperfections of 
this extraordinary man, while he endeavoured to do juſtice 
to his numerous and tranſcendental excellencies. He de- 
ended him when living, amidſt the clamours of his ene- 


mies; and praiſed him when dead, amidſt the /i/ence of his, _ 


Friends. ; 
Having availed myſelf of this editor's eulogy on my, de- 


parted friend, for which I warmly thank him, let me not 


ſuffer the. luftre of his reputation, honeſtly acquired by 


proſeung learning and vigorous eloquence, to be tarniſhed 
ya charge of il 

diouſly dragging again into light certain writings of a per- 
ſon reſpectable by his talents, his learning, his ſtation, and 


his age, which were publiſhed a great many years ago, and 


have ſince, it is ſaid, been filently. given up by their au- 
thour. But when it is confidered that theſe writings were 
not ius , youth, but deliberate works of one well advanc- 
ed in life, overflowing at once with flattery to a great man 
of great intereſt in the Church, and with unjuſt and acri- 
monious abuſe of two men of eminent merit ; and that, 
though it would have been unreaſonable to expect an hu- 
miliating recantation, no W whatever has been made 
in the cool of the evening, for the oppreſſive fervour of the 
heat of the day; no flight relenting indication has appeared 
in any note, or any corner of later publications; is it not 
fair to underſtand him as fupercilioully perſevering ? When 
he allows the ſhafts to remain in the wounds, and will not 
ſtretch forth a lenient hand, is it wrong, is it not generous 


to become an indignant avenger? 


Sir. 


iberality. He has been accuſed of invi- 
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1787. Sir. He brings things from the north, and the 
Tat. 57 ſouth, and from every quarter. In his Divine 
tat. 72. Legation, you are always entertained. He 
carries you round and round, without carrying 
you forward to the point; but then you have no 
wiſh to be carried forward.” He ſaid to the 
Rev. Mr, Strahan, © Warburton is perhaps the 
laſt man who has written with a mind full of 
reading and reflection.“ | | 
It is remarkable, that in the life of Broome, 
Johnſon takes notice of Dr. Warburton's uſing 
a mode of expreſſion which he himſelf uſed, 

; and that not ſeldom, to the great offence of thoſe 
who did not know him. Having occaſion to 
mention a note, ſtating the different parts which 
were executed by the affocjated tranſlators of 
« The Odyſſey, 5 ſays, Dr. Warburton told 
me, in his warm language, that he thought the 
relation given in the note a lie.“ The language 
is warm indeed; and, I muſt own, cannot be 

_ juſtified in conſiſtency with a decent regard 
to the eſtabliſhed forms of ſpeech. Johnſon 
had accuſtomed himſelf to uſe the word ie, to 
expreſs a miſtake or an errour in relation; in 
ſhort, when the thing was not ſo as zold, though 
the relator did not mean to deceive. When he 
thought there was intentional falſehood in the 
relator, his expreſſion was, © He lies, and he 
knows he lies.“ | 7 ES. 

Speaking of Pope's not having been known 
to excel in converſation, Johnſon obſerves, that 
< traditional memory retains no fallies of raille- 
ry, or ſentences of obſervation ; nothing either 
pointed or ſolid, wife or merry; and that one 
apophthegm only is recorded.” In this reſpect, 
Pope diftered widely from Johnſon, whofe con- 
verſation was, perhaps, more admirable than 
even his writings, however excellent. Mr. 
| e Wilkes 


* +a a ted IT. | 


— 


— 
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repartee of Pope, of which Johnſon was not 
informed. Johnſon, after juſtly cenſuring him 
for having © nurſed in his mind a fooliſh diſ- 
eſteem of Kings,” tells, us, yet a little regard 
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Wilkes has, however, favoured me with one 1781. 


— — 
Ara 


ſhewn him by the Prince of Wales melted his 


obduracy ; and he had not much to ſay when 
| he was aſked by his Royal Highneſs, how he 
could love a Prince while he difſiked Kings?“ The 
anſwer which Pope made, was, The young 
lion is harmleſs, and even playful ; but when 
his claws are full grown he becomes cruel, 
dreadful and miſchievous.” | 

But although we have no collection of Pope's 
ſayings, it is not therefore to be concluded, that 
he was not agreeable in ſocial intercourſe; for 
Johnſon himſelf has been heard to ſay, that“ the 
bappieſt converſation is that of which nothing is 


diſtinctly remembered but a general effect of 


pleaſing impreſſion.” The late Lord Somer- 


ville“, who ſaw much both of great and bril- 
liant life, told me, that he had dined in com- 
pany with Pope, and that after dinner the /:77/e 
man, as he called him, drank his bottle of Bur- 


2 


gundy, and was exceeding gay and entertain- 


"WE. 


* Let me here expreſs my grateful remembrance of Lord 
Somerville's kindneſs to me, at a very early period. He 
was the firſt perſon of high rank that took particular no- 
tice of me in the way moſt flattering to a young man, fondly 
ambitious of being diſtinguiſhed for his literary talents; 
and by the honour of his encouragement made me think 
well of myſelf, and aſpire to deſerve it better. He had a 
happy art of ee ae his varied knowledge of the 
world, in ſhort remarks and anecdotes, with a pleaſant gra- 
vity, that was exceedingly engaging. Never Wall I ſorget 
the hours which I enjoyed with him at his apartments in 
the Royal Palace of Holy-Rood Houſe, and at his ſeat 
near Edinburgh, which he himſelf had formed with an ele- 
gant taſte. | | 

I can- 


t. 72. 
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I cannot with-hold from my great friend a 
cenſure of at leaſt culpable inattention, to a no- 


Etat. 72 blemaa, who, it has been ſhewn, behaved to 


him with uncommon politeneſs. . He ſays, © Ex- 

cept Lord Bathurſt, none of Pope's. noble 

friends were ſuch as that a good man would wiſh 
to have his intimacy with them known to pol- 

terity.” This will not apply to Lord Mansfield, 

who was not ennobled in Pope's life-time ; but 
Johnſon ſhould have recollected, that Lord 
Marchmont was one of thoſe noble friends. 

He includes his Lordſhip along with Lord Bo- 
lingbroke, in a charge of neglect of the papers 
which Pope left by his will; when, in truth as 
I myſelf pointed out to him, before he wrote 
that poet's life, the papers were, committed to 
the ſole care and judgment of Lord Bolingbroke, 
unleſs he (Lord Bolingbroke) ſhall not ſurvive 
me ;” ſo that Lord Marchmont had no concern 
whatever with them. After the firſt edition of 

the Lives, Mr. Malone, whoſe love of juſtice is 
equal to his accuracy, made, in my hearing, the 
ſame remark to Johnſon ; yet he omitted to 
correct the erroneous ſtatement. Theſe particu- 
lars I mention, in the belief that there was only 
forgetfulneſs in my friend ; but I owe this muc 

to the Earl of Marchmont's reputation, who, 
were there no other memorials, will be immor- 
taliſed by that line of Pope, in the verſes on 
his grotto : | 1 


e And the bright flame was ſhot through 
Marchmont's ſoul.” 


Various readings in the Life of Pop xk. 


* [Somewhat free] ſufficiently bold in his cri- 
ticiſms. 
« All 
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All iche gay [niceties} varieties of diction. 
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„Strikes the imagination with far [more] ag 


greater force. 
AIIt is [probably] certainly the nobleſt verſion 
of poetry which the world has ever ſeen. 
Every ſheet enabled him to write the next 
with [leſs trouble] more facility. 


No man ſympathizes with [vanity depreſl- | 


ed] the ſorrows of vanity. 
ce It had been [criminal] /ef ly ee 


„When he [threatened to lay down] 2E, 


of 30555 drwn his pen. 


clety [is ſo named emphatically i in oppo-x 


firion to] Politically regulated, is a ſtate contra- 
diſtinguiſhed from a Rate of nature. 

A fidtitious life of an [abſurd] 27 feruates 
ſcholar. 

* A fooliſh [contempt, diſregard, ] diffteem of 
Kings. 

His hopes and fears, his joys and ſorrows 
[were like thoſe of other mortals] ade ſtrongly 
upon his mind. 

+ Eager to purſue knowledge and attentive to 
[accumulate | relain it. 

A mind [excurſix e] aclive, auibniom, and 
adventurous. 


In its [nobleR] wideſt ſearches flill longing to 


go forward. 


« He wrote in ſuch a manner as might hp | 


him to few [negle&s] hazards. 
© The [reaſonableneſs] juſtice of my determi. 
nation. 
« A favourite] delicious n ment of the 


poets. 


phantoms perform on the ſtormy occean. 
“The inventor of [thoſe] z4is petty (bengs} 
nation. 
* 1 he [mind] heart naturally . truth. 
3 


* 


« More terrifick and more oerl [beings] 
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1781. In the life of App1soN we find an unpleaſing 
— account of his having lent Steele a hundred 


"- pounds, and © reclaimed his loan by an execu- 
tion.“ In the new edition of the Brographia 
Britannica, the authenticity of this anecdote is 


denied. But Mr. Malone has obliged me with 
the following note concerning it: „ 

Many perſons having doubts concerning 
this fact, I applied to Dr. Johnſon to learn on 


What authority he aſſerted it. He told me, he 


had it from Savage, who lived in intimacy with 
Steele, and who informed him, that Steele told 


bim the ſtory with tears in his eyes. Ben Vic- 


tor, Dr. Johnſon ſaid, likewiſe informed him of 


this remarkable tranſaction, from the relation 
of Mr. Wilkes the comedian, who was alſo an 
intimate of Steele's.— Some, in defence of Ad- 


diſon, have ſaid, that the act was done with 
the good-natured view of rouſing Steele, and 
correcting that profuſion which always made 
him neceſſitous.*—* If that were the caſe, (ſaid 
Johnſon,) and that he only wanted to alarm 
Steele, he would afterwards have returned the 
money to his friend, which it is not pretended 
he did. — This, too, (he added,) might be re- 
torted by an advocate for Steele, who might al- 
ledge, that he did not repay the loan intentionally, 
merely to ſee whether Addiſon would be mean 
and ungenerous enough to make uſe of legal 
proceſs to recover it. But of ſuch ſpeculations 


there is no end: we cannot dive into the hearts 


of men; but their actions are open to obſer- 
vation.“ | . 

“ then mentioned to him that ſome people 
thought that Mr. Addiſon's character was. ſo 
pure, that the fact, 7hough true, ought to bave 
been ſuppreſſed. He ſaw no reaſon for this. 
If nothing but the bright fide of 1 

| ou 


— 
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ſhould be ſhewn, we ſhould fit down in def- 1787. 
pondency, and think it utterly impoſhble to 

imitate them in any hing. The ſacred writers * 
(he obſerved) related the vicious as well as the 

virtuous actions of men; which had chis moral 
effect, that it kept mankind from deſparr, into 

which otherwiſe they would naturally fall, were 

they not ſupported by the recollection that others 

had offended like themſelves, and by penitence 

and amendment of life had been reſtored to the 

favour of Heaven.? | 

March 15, 1782. E. M.“ 

The laſt paragraph of this note is of great im- 
portance ; and I requeſt that my readers may 
conſider it with particular attention. It will be 
aiterwards referred to in this work. | 


Various readings in the life of ADpisox. 


[But he was our firſt great example] He 
was, howeven, one*of our earlieſt examples of 
correctneſs. Oe | 

And [overlook] hie their maſters. 
His inſtructions were ſuch as the {ſtate} 
character of his [own time] readers made ne- 
ceſſary] proper. 

His purpoſe was to [diffuſe} infuſe literary 
curioſity by gentle and unſuſpected conveyance 
[among] into the gay, the idle, and the wealthy. 

„Framed rather for thoſe that [wiſh] are 
learning to write. e 

“ Domeſtic | manners] ſcenes. 

In his life of PaRNELIL, I wonder that John- 
ſon omitted to inſert an epitaph which he had 
long before compoſed for that amiable man, 
without ever writing it down, but which he was 
ſo good as, at my requeſt, to dictate me, by 
which means it has been preſerved. 


* 


« Hic 
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— Hic requieſct THOMAS PARNELL, Sn 2. P. 


Kaat. 72. 


« Qui ſacerdos pariter. et Poeta, 

“ Utraſque partes ita impleut, 
Ut neque a i cerdoli ſuauitas Poel, 
* Nec poete ſacerdotis ſancfitas deefſet.” 


Parious readings in the life of PARNELL. _ 


About three years [after] afterwards. 

Did not much want] was in no great need 
of improvement. 

„But his proſperity did not laſt long [was 
clouded by that which took away all his powers 


of enjoying either profit or pleaſure, the death 


of his wife, whom he is ſaid to have lamented 
with ſuch ſorrow, as haſtened bis end.“ His 
end, whatever was the cauſe, was now ap- 
proaching. 0 

In the Hermit, the [compoſition] narrative, 
as It is leſs airy, is leſs Fenz 


In ht Life of "ey Pre we find that 
writer's reputationg generouſſy cleared by John- 
ſon, from the cloud of preſudice which the ma- 
lignity of contemporary wits had raiſed around 
it. In this ſpirited exertion of juſtice, he has 
been imitated by Sir Joſhua Reynolds, in his 
praiſe of the architecture of Vanburgh. | 

We trace Johuſon's own character in his ob- 
ſervation on Blackmore's “ magnanimity as an 
authour.” The inceſſant attacks of his enemies, 
whether ſerious or merry, are never diſcovered 
to have diſturbed his quiet, or to have leffered 


* T ſhould have thongs that Johnſon, who had felt the 
ſevere affliction from which Parnell never recovered, wouid 
have preſerved this paſſage. | / 


his 
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his confidence i in himſelf.” Johnſon, I recolle&, 
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once told me, laughing heartily, that he under. DL 


flood it had been faid of him, © He appears not 
to feel; but when he is alone, depend upon it, 
he ſuffers fadly.” J am as certain as I can be 


of any man's real ſentiments, that he enjoyed 


the perpetual ſhower of little hoſtile arrows, as 
evidences of his fame. 


Various readings i in the Life of BLACKMORE. 


To 78 engage poetry [on the fide] i in the 
cauſe. of virtue. 

e He likewiſe [eſtabliſhed] enforced the truth 
of revelation. 

* [Kindneſs] benevolence was aſhanied to fa- 
vour. 

« His practice, Which was once [very exten- 
ive nvidiouſly-great.” 

"here is ſcarcely any diſtemper of dreadful 
name [of] which he has not [ſhewn] 7aught his 
reader how [it is] 20 [be oppoſed] oppoſe. 

Of this [ contempruous| indecent arrogance. 

He wrote] but produced likewiſe work of 
a different kind. 

« At leaſt [written] compiled with i integrity. 

Faults which many tongues [were' defirous] 
would have made haſte to publiſh. 

« But though he [had — 5 ] could notiboaſt of 
much critical knowledge. 

He [uſed] wazted fort ner ſlicigies: of fancy. 

* Orhadever elevated his mind) viewstothat 
ideal perfection which every [mind] genius born 
to excel is condemned always to Purſue and 
never overtake. 


The [firſt great] fundamental 88885 of _ 


wiſdon and of virtue.“ 


Farigs | 


tat. 72. 
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Various readings in the li lfe of Puiurrs. 


< His dreaded [rival] antagoniſt Pope. 
They [have not often much] are not loaded 
- ee7th thought. | 
In his tranſlations from Prndar: he [will not 
be denied to have reached] found the art of 
reaching all the obſcurity of the Theban bard.” 


Parious readings in the Life of Concaxzy E. 


© Congreve's converſation muſt ſurely have 
been at leaſt equally pleaſing with his writings. 

It apparently [requires] pre-ſuppoſes a fa- 
miliar knowledge of many characters. 

© Reciprocation of [ſimilies] concerts. 
E The dialogue is quick and [various] Jpark- 
Img. 

? Love for Love; a comedy | more drawn 
from life] of nearer alliance to life. 

The general character of his miſcellanies 
is, that they ſhew little wit and [no] /#rle virtue. 

[Perhaps] certainly he had not the fire re- 
quiſite for the higher ſpecies of lyrick poetry.” 


Various readings i in the Life of T1CKELL. 


< [Longed] Jon org 57 iſhed - to peruſe i it. 

At the [acceſſion] arrival of King George. 

« Fiction [unnaturally ] 2tilfully compound- 
ed of Grecian deities and Gothick fairies.” 


Various readings in the Life of AXEN8IDE. 


ce For another] a differen? purpoſe. 


[A furious] an unneceſſary and outrageous 
zeal. 


/ 


* « [Something 
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Something which] what he called and 1781. 


thought liberty. TT — 
A favourer of innovation] lover of contra - Etat. 7% 
| diftion. . ate” 2  vigas 
g _ « Warburton's [cenſure] obje@zons. 


« His rage [for liberty] of patriotiſm. 
| « Mr. Dyſon with [a zeal] an ardour of 
: friendſhip.” tt | l ara 
In the Life of LyTTzLTON, Johnſon ſeems 
to have been not favourably diſpoſed towards 
that nobleman. Mrs. Thrale ſuggeſts that he 
was offended by Molly A ſton's preference of 
his Lordſhip to him.“ I can by no means 
join the cenſure. beſtowed by Ice on his 
Lordſhip, whom he calls © poor Lyttelton,” 
for returaing thanks to the Critical Reviewers, 


* Let not my readers ſmile to think of Johnſon's being a 
candidate for female favour : Mr. Peter Garrick aſſufed 
me, that he was told by a lady, that in her opinion John- 
ſon was a very ſeducing man.” Diſadvantages of per- 
ſon and manner may be forgotten, where intellectual plea- 
ſure is communicated to a. ſuſceptible mind; and that John- 
ſon was capable of ſeeing the moſt delicate and diſintereſted 
attachment, appears from the following letter, which 1s 
publiſhed by Mrs. Thrale, with ſome others to the ſame 

- perſon, of which the excellence is not ſo apparent : 


To Miſs Boortrsy. 


« Dzaxrsr Mapan, | January, 1755. 

© THOUGH I am afraid your illneſs leaves you little 
leiſure for the reception of airy civilities, yet I cannot for- 
bear to pay you my congratulations on the new year; and 
to declare my wiſhes that your years to come may be many 
and happy. In this wiſh, indeed, I include myſelf, who 
have none but you on whom my heart repoſes; yet ſurely 1 
wiſh your good, even though your fituation were ſuch as 
ſhould permit you to communicate no gratifications to, 
deareſt, deareſt Madam, ; 
e 


„Sau. Jonunson.” 


for 


* 
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1 9 for having kindly commended” his . Dia- 
tat. 7 
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Tar. r hgues of the Dead.” Such © acknowledgements 


* (fays-my friend) never can be proper, ſince they 
muſt be paid either for flattery or for juſtice.” 
In my opinion, the moſt upright man, who has 
been tried on a falfe aceuſation, may, when he 


is acquitted, make a bow to bis jury. And 


when thoſe who, no matter by what right, zare 
ſo much the arbiters of literary merit, as in a 
conſiderable degree to influence: the public opi- 
nion, review an authour's work, placnlo lumime, 
when Lam afraid mankind in general are better 
pleaſed with ſeverity, he may ſurely Expreſs a 
ann of heir eivility. 


| Various readings in the Life of nies N. 
e ſolaced [himſelf] is grief by writing a 


poem to her memory. 
The production rather [of a mind that 


means well than thinks vigorquſly] as it ſeems 


of leiſure than of ſtudy, - rather | fuſions. than 
compel RM. - 

His laſt literary [work] production. 

«[F ound the way] underiooꝶ to perſuade. 


As to the introduction to his eritical examina- 
tion of the genius and writings of Youxs,, he 
did Mr. Herbert Groft, then a barriſter of Lin- 
coln's- inn, now a clergyman, the honour to a- 
dopt a life of Voung written by that gentleman, 
who was the friend of Dr. "Young's ſon, and 


vriſhed to vindieate him from ſome. very miſtak- 
en remarks to his prejudice. Mr. Croft's per- 


formance was ſubjected to the reviſion of Dr. 
Os as appears from the. following note to 
r. John N ichols: EL 


ce This 


8 4 + Solar Sod... 
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This Life of Dr. Young was written by a 1781. 
friend of his fon. What is croſſed with black >— 
is expunged by the authour, what is eroſſed with K. 7 
red is expunged by me. If you find any thing 

more that can be well omitted, I ſhall not be 
ſorry to ſee it yet ſhorter.” _ Wa 

II has always appeared to me to have a con- 
fiderable ſhare of merit, and to diſplay a pretty 
facceſsful imitation of Johnſon's ſtyle. ', When 
mentioned this to a very eminent literary cha- 
racer, he oppoſed me vehemently, exchiming, - 
No, no, it is nt a good imitation of Johnſon ; 
it has all his pomp without his force; it has 
all the nodoſities of the oak without its ſtrength.” 

This was an image ſo happy, that one might 
have thought he would have been ſatisfied with 
it; but he was not. And ſetting his mind again 
to work, he added, with exquiſmte felicity, © It 
has all the contortions of the Sybil, without 
Mr. Croft very properly guards us againſt 
ſuppoſing that Young was a gloomy man; and 
mentions, that © his pariſh was indebted to the 
gobd - humour of the authour of the Night 
Thoughts for an aſſembly and a Bowling- 
green.“ A letter from a noble foreigner is 
quoted, in which he is ſaid to have bcen © very 
pleaſant in eonverſation.“ | 

Mr. Langton, who frequently viſited him, 
informs me, that there was an air of benevo- 
| lence in his manner, but that he could obtain 
from him leſs information than he bad hoped to 
receive from one who had lived ſo much in in- 
tercourſe with the brighteſt men of what has \ 
been called the Auguſtan 8 of England; and 
that he ſhewed a degree of eager eurioſity con- 


| eerning the common occurrences that were then 
paſſing, which appeared ſomewhat remarkable 
Vol. III. 2 22 | 1 


In 
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1781. in a man of ſuch intellectual ſtores, of ſuch an 
advanced age, and who had retired from life 
Et. 7a. ith declared diſappointment in his expectations. 

An inſtanee at once of his penſive turn of 
mind, and his cheerfulneſs of temper, appeared 
| in a little ſtory which he himſelf told to Mr. 

Langton, when they were walking in his gar- 

den: Here (faid he) I had put a handſome 

ſun dial, with this infcription, efheu jugaces / 
which (ſpeaking with a ſmile) was ſadly veri- 
fed, for by the next morning my dial had been 

carried off. FORDS YC "re! 5 

elt gives much pleaſure to obſerve, that 

however Johnſon may have cafually talked, yet 
when he fits, as © an ardent judge zealous to 
his truſt, giving ſentence,” upon the excellent 
works of Young, he allows them the high praiſe 
to which they are juſtly entitled. The Uni- 
verjal Paſſion (ſays he) is indeed a very great 
performance, —his diſtichs have the weight of 
folid ſentiment, and his points the ſharpneſs' of 

refifitefs uu , 

But I was moſt anxious concerning Johnſon's 

decifion upon? Night Thoughts,” which I eſteem 

as a maſs of the grandeſt and richeſt poetry 
that human has genius ever produced; and was - 
delighted to find this character of that work: 

In his Night Thoughts he has exhibited 

a very wide diſplay of original poetry, varie- 

gated with deep refſections and ſtriking alluſions; 

a wilderneſs of thought, in which the fertility 

of fancy ſcatters flowers of every hue and of 

every odour. This is one of the few poems in 
which blank verſe could not be changed for 
rhime but with diſadvantage.” And afterwards, 
<« Particular lines are not to be regarded, the 
power is in the whole, and in the whole there is 

a magnificence like that aſeribed to Chineſe 

plantation, the magnificence of vaſt extent and 

endleſs diverſity.“ But 


4 
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But there is in this Poem not only all that 1781. 
. Johnſon ſo well brings in view, but a power of 
the Fazhetick beyond almoſt any example that 

I have ſeen. He who does not feel his nerves 
. ſhaken, and his heart pierced by many paſſages 
in this extraordinary work, rs by that 
moſt affecting one, which deſeribes the gradual 
torment fuffered by the contemplation of an 
object of affectionate attachment, viſibly and 
certainly decaying into diſſolution, muſt be of 
a hard and obſtinate frame. 

To all the other excellencies of N:ght 
Thoughts”, let me add the great and peculiar 
one, that they contain not only the nobleſt ſenti- 
ments of virtue, and the immortality of the 
ſoul, but the ha ry Sacrifice, the Diuine Pro- 
pitiation, with all its intereſting circumſtances, 
and conſolations to © a wounded ſpirit,” ſolemn- 
ly and poetically diſplayed in ſuch imagery and 
language, as cannot fail to exalt, animate, and 

+ ſoothe the truly pious. No book whatever can 
be recommended to young perſons, with better 
hopes of ſeaſoning their minds with vital reli- 

gion than YouncG's © NIcnT ThouOGH TS.“ 

In the life of SwIrr, it appears to me that 
Johnſon had a certain degree of prejudice againſt 
that extraordinary man, of which I have elſe- 
where had pr. ian to ſpeak. Mr. Thomas 
Sheridan imputed it to a ſuppoſed apprehenſion 
in Johnſon, that Swift had not been ſufficiently 
active in obtaining for him an Iriſh degree when 
it was ſolicited, but of this there was not ſuffi- 
cient evidence; and let me not preſume to 
charge Johnſon with injuſtice, becauſe he did 
not think ſo highly of the writings of this au- 
thour, as I have done from my youth upwards. 
Yet that he had an a eee bias is evident, | 
were it only from that paſſage in which he ſpeaks \ | 


Etat. 72. 
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1981. of Swifts practice of ſaving, as, *.firſt ridicu- 
Ter. T7 tous and at laſt deteftable;” and yet after ſome 


_ 
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examination of eireumſtances, finds himſelf 


obliged to own, that © it will perhaps appear 
that he only liked one mode of expence better 
than another, and ſaved | merely that he might 


have ſomething to give.” 


One obfervation which Johnfon ande in 
Swift's life ſhould be often inculeated: «Tt may 


be juſtly ſuppoſed, that there was in his conver- 
ſation what appears fo frequently in his letters, 


an affectation of familiarity with the great, an 
"ambition of momentary Pres fought and 
enjoyed by the neglect of thoſe ceremonies 
which cuſtom has eſtabliſhed as the barriers 
between one order of ſociety and another. This 
tranſgreſſion of regularny was by himſelf and 
his admrers termed greatneſs of foul ; but a 

great mind diſdains to hold any thing by courte- 


iy, and therefore never ufurps what a lawful 
claimant may take away. He that eneroaches 


'on another's dignity puts himſelf in his power ; 


he is either repelled with helpleſs indigniy, or 
endured by elemeney and condeſceuſion. 5 


5 85 Various rekaings is the life of Swien. 


Wen Ward may be perſuaded to think that it 
might be Written by a man of @ peculiar [opi- 


- nions] character, without ill intention. 


He did not [difown]} deny it. | 
To] by whoſe e it is not unlikely 
that he was (indebred for] advanced to his bene- 


ices. 


- 6 [With] . this purpoſe he had recourſe to 


Mr. Harley. 


Sharpe, whom he [repreſents] doſeribes as 


1 5 ow harmleſs tool oe: others hate.“ 


« Harley 
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„Harley was flow becauie he was [irreſolute] 
doubiful. N 1 3 

When [read ers were not many] wwe were noi 
yet a. nation of reader. 
1 « [Every man who] Ae that cou d Jay he knew 
im. 


Every man of known influence has ſo many 


[more] petitions than] which he [can] cannot 
grant, that he muſt neceſſarily offend more than 
he [can graufy] gra ies. 
Eccleſiaſtical [preferments] benefices. 
e Swift ious cmirived an interview. 

As a writer] In his works he has given very 
different ſpecimens. | 
On all common occaſions he habitually 


1781. 
— 
Fiat. 72. 


laſſumes] A edis a ſtyle of [ſuperiority] arro- | 


,,,, 

By the [omiſſion] negled of thoſe ceremo- 
nies, 5 ; Ds : 3 
That their merits filled the world [and] or 
that there was no [room for] Ahe of more.” 


I have not confined myſelf to the order of the 
« Lives,” in making my few remarks. Indeed 
a different order is obſerved in the original pub- 


lication, and in the collection of Johnſon's. 


Works. And ſhould it be objected, that many 


of my various readings are inconfiderable, thoſe 
who make the objection will be pleaſed to con- 
fider, that ſuch ſmall particulars are intended for 


thoſe who are nicely critical in compoſition, 


to whom they will be an acceptable ſelection. 
<« Spence's Anecdotes,” which are frequently 
quoted and referred to in Johnſon's © Lives of 
* Poets,” are in a manuſcript collection, made 
by the Reverend Dr. Joſeph Spence, contain- 
ing a number of particulars concerning eminent 
men. To each anecdote is marked the name of 


the 
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the perſon on whoſe authority. it is mentioned 
This valuable collection is the property of the 
Duke of Newcaſtle, who upon the application 
of Sir Lucas Pepys, was pleaſed to permit it to 
be put into the hands of Dr. Johnfon, who I am 


ſorry to 'think made but an aukward return. 


„Great aſſiſtance (ſays he) has been given me 


by Mr. Spence's Collection, of which I confider 
the communication as a, favour worthy of pub- 
lic acknowledgement ;” but he has not owned 
to whom he was obliged ; ſo that the acknow- 


ledgement is unappropriated to his Grace. 


While the world in general was filled with 
admiration of Johnſon's « Lives of the Poets,” 
there were narrow circles in which - prejudice 


and reſentment were foſtered, and from whence 


attacks of different ſorts iſſued againſt him. By 

ſome violent Whigs he was arraigned of -injul- 
tice to Milton; by ſome Cambridge men of de- 
preciating Gray, and his expreſſing with a dig- 


nified freedom what he really thought of George, 


Lord Lyttelton, gave offence to ſome of the 
friends of that nobleman, and particularly pro- 
duced a declaration of war againſt him from 
Mrs. Montague, the ingenious effayift on Shak- 
ſpeare, between whom and his Lordſhip a com- 
merce of reciprocal compliments had long been 
carried on. In this war the ſmaller powers in 


alliance with him were of courſe led to engage, 
at leaſt on the defenſive, and thus I for one 


was excluded from the enjoyment of A Feaſt 


of Reaſon,” ſuch as Mr. Cumberland has de- 
ſeribed, with a keen, yet juſt and delicate pen, 


in his ©OBsxRvir,” Theſe minute inconve- 


niencies gave not the leaſt diſturbance to John- 


ſon. He nobly ſaid,” when I talked to him of 


the feeble, though ſhrill outcry which had been 


raiſed, © Sir, I conſidered myſelf as entruſted 


with 
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with a certain portion of truth. I have given 781. 
my Opinion fincerely ; let them ſnew where ey Ter 75 


think me wrong.“ 
While my! friend is thus e in the 


ſplendour derived from his laſt and perhaps moſt 
admirable work, I introduce him with peculiar 
propriety as the correſpondent of WaRRIN 
HAasTINGS, 2.man whole regard reflects dignity 
even upon JOHNSON ; à man, the extent of . 
whoſe abilities was equal to that of his power; 
and who, by thoſe who are fortunate enough to 
know him in private life, is admired for his li- 
terature and taſte, and beloved for the candour, - 
moderation, and mildneſs of his character. | 
Were I capable of paying a ſuitable tribute of 
admiration to him, I Would certainly not with- 
hold it at a moment* when it is not poſſible 
that I ſhould be ſuſpected of being an intereſted 
flatterer. But how weak would be my voice 
after that of the millions whom he governed. 
His condeſcending and N met, compliance 
with my ſolicitation, I with humble gratitude 
acknowledge; and while by publiſhing his let- 
ter to me, accompanying the valuable commu-· 
nication, I do eminent honour to my great 
friend, I ſhall entirely diſregard any inv idious 
ſuggeſtions, that as I in ſome degree participate 
in the honour, I have, at the ſame time, the 
W of my own vanity in VIEW. p | 


DT lues BoswBLL, Th. 


x8 Sim. Tx = . Dec. 2, 1790. 
© T HAVE been fortunately ſpared the trou- 


| bleſome ſuſpenſe of a long ſearch, to which, in 
fen of my promile, I had ebend this 


Jaun, or. 1 
morning, 


/ 
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1781. morning, by lighting upon the objects of it a- 
Fr 5 mong the fil papers that I laid my hands on: 
ö my veneration for your great and good friend, 
Dr. Johnſon, and the pride, or J hope ſomething 
of a better ſentiment, which T indulged in 
poſſeſſing ſuch memorials of his good-will to- 
| Wards me, having induced me to bind them in 
| a parcel containing other ſelect papers, and la- 
| belled with the titles. appertaining to them, 
> They confiſt but of three letters, which I be. 
| lieve were all that J ever received from Dr. 
| Johnſon, Of theſe, one, which was written 
| in quadruplicate, under the different dates of 
its reſpective diſpatches, has already been made 
publick, but not from any communication of 
mine. This, however, 1 have joined to the 
reſt ; and have now the pleaſure of ' ſending 
them to you for the uſe to which you informed 
me it was your deſire to deſtine them, - 
My promiſe was pledged with the condition, 
that if the letters were found to contain any 
thing which ſhould render them improper for 
the publick eye, you would diſpenſe with the 
erformance of it. You will have the goodneſs, 
Fan ſure, to pardon my recalling this ſtipula- 
tion to your recollection, as I ſhould be loth to 
appear negligent of that obligation which is al- 
ways implied in an epiſtolary confidence. In 
the reſervation of that right I have read them 
over with the moſt ſcrupulpus attention, but have 
not ſeen them in the ſlightęſt cauſe on that 
ground to with-hold them from you, But though 
not on that, yet on another ground I own I feel 
a little, yet but a little, reluctance to part with 
them: I mean on that of my own credit, which 
I fear will fuffer by the information conveyed 
by them, that I was early in the poſſeſſion of 
ſuch valuable inſtructiong for che beneficial em. 


| 
| 
N 
| 
' 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
= 
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and (as it may feem) have ſo litt 
ſelf of them. Whether I could, if it were ne- 


ceſſary, defend myſelf againſt ſuch an imputa- 


tion, it little concerns the world to know. I 
look only to the effects which theſe relicks may 
produce, conſidered as evidences of the vir - 
tues of their authour : and believing that the 

will be found to diſplay an uncommen warmth 


of private friendſhip, and a mind ever attentive 


to the improvement and extenſion of uſeful 
knowledge, and ſolicitous for the intereſts of 
mankind, I can cheerfully ſubmit to the little 


ſacrifice of my own fame to contribute to the il- 


luſtration of fo great and venerable a character. 
They cannot be better applied, for that end, 
than by being entruſted to your hands. Allow 


me, with this offering, to infer from it a proof 


of the very great eſteem with which I bave the 
honour to profeſs. myſelf, Sir, 5 
5 * Your moſt obedient 
And moſt humble ſervant, 
1555 5 „ WaARREN Hasrixes. 
P. S. At ſome future time, and when yon 
have no further occaſion for theſe papers, I 


ſhall be obliged to you if you would return 


them.“ 


The laſt of the three letters thus graciouſly 
put into my hands, and which has already ap- 


peared in publick, belongs to this year; but 1 


ſhall previouſly infert the two firſt in the order 
of their dates. They altogether form a grand 


group in my biographical pictuie. 


-To 


plo ment of the influence of wy -late Ration, 1781. 
: bee. Er 
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| «© SIR, 33 „%%% 8 

_ << THOUGH Thave had but little perſonal 
knowledge of you, I have had enough to make 
me wiſh for more ;-and though 1t be now a long 
time ſince I was honoured by your viſit, I bad 
too much pleafure from it to forget it. By thoſe 
whom we delight to remember, - we are unwil- 
ling to be forgotten; and therefore I cannot 
omit this opportunity of reviving myſelf in your 
memory by a letter which you will receive from 
the hands of my friend Mr. Chambers; a man, 
whoſe purity” of manners and vigour of mind 
are ſufficzent'to make every thing welcome that 

Bo he brings. %%% T9 gc. 

5 | „That this is my only reaſon for writing, 
will be too apparent by the uſeleſſneſs of my 
letter to any other purpoſe. I have no queſ- 
tions to aſk ; not that I want curioſity after 
either the ancient or preſent ſtate of regions, in 
which have been ſeen all the power and fplen- 
dour of wide extended empire ; and which, as 
by ſome grant of natural ſuperiority, ſupply the 
reſt of the world with almoſt all that pride de- 
fires, and luxury enjoys. But my knowledge 
of them is too ſcanty to furniſh me with proper 

topicks of enquiry ; I can only wiſh for — . 
mation; and hope, that a mind comprehenſive 
like yours will find leiſure, amidſt the care of 
your important ſtation, to enquire into many 

ſubjects of which the European world either 
thinks not at all, or thinks with deficient intelli- 
gence and uncertain conjecture, I ſhall hope, 
that he who once intended to increaſe the learn- 


Now Sir Robert Chambers, one of his Majeſty's 
Judges in India. hk : 
ay ing 
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ing of his country by the introduction of the 1787. 
Perſian language, will examine nicely the tra- 1 ] 
ditions and hiſtories of the Eaft ; will fur- © Lg 2 * | 
vey the wonders of its ancient edifices, and 
trace the veſtiges of its ruined cities ; and that, 

at his return, we ſhall know the arts and opi- 

nions of a race of men, from whom very little 
has been hitherto derived. 0 9 

„ You, Sir, have no need of being told by 

me, how much may be added by your attention 
and patronage to experimental knowledge and 
natural hiſtory. There are arts of manufacture | - 
practiſed in the countries in which you preſide, 

which are yet very imperfectly known here, 

either to artificers or philoſophers. Of the na- | 
tural productions, animate and inanimate, we | 
yet have ſo little intelligence, that our books 
are filled, I fear, with conjectures about things 
which an Indian peaſant knows by his ſenſes, 

« Many of thoſe things my firſt wiſh is to ſee; 

my ſecond to know by ſuch accounts as a man 


- 


like you will be able to give. 


As I have not ſkill to aſk proper queſtions, 
I have likewiſe no ſuch acceſs to great men as 
can enable me to ſend you any political infor- 
mation. Of the agitations of an unſettled go- 
verament, and the ſtruggles of a feeble miniſtry, 
care is doubtleſs taken to give you more exact 
accounts than I can obtain. If you are inclined. 
to intereſt yourſelf much in publick tranſact ions, 
it is no misfortune to you to be fo diſtant from 

4 That literature is not totally forſaking us, 
and that your favourite language is not neglected 
will appear from the book*, which I ſhould 


_ * Tones's © Perſian Grammar.“ 


have 
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1783 have pleaſed myſelf more with ſending, if I 


- could have preſented it bound; but time was 
72. wanting. beg, however, Sir, that you will 
accept 1t from a man very defirous of your re- 
gard; and that if you think me able to gratify 
you by any thing more important, you will em- 
J am going to take leave, perhaps a ver 
long leave, of my dear Mr. —— That 
he is going to live where you govern, may juſt- 
ly alleviate the regret of parting ; and the hope 
of ſeeing both him and you again, which I am 
not willing to mingle with doubt, muſt at pre- 
ſent, comfort as it can, Sir, 5 | 
TL u our moſt humble ſervant, 
Muaarch 3o, 1774- Sam. JoHNsON.” 
To the Same. 
BEING informed that by the departure 
of a ſhip, there is now an opportunity of writ- 
ing to Bengal, I am unwilling to ſlip out of your 
memory by my own negligence, and therefore 
take the liberty of reminding you of my exiſt- 
ence, by ſending you a book which is not yet 
made public. | 8 
have lately viſited a region leſs remote 
and leſs illuſtrious than India, which afforded 
Tome occaſions for ſpeculation ; what occurred to 
me, I have put into the volume“, of which I 
beg your acceptance. | 
Men in your ftation ſeldom have preſents 
totally difintereſted ; my book is received, let 
me now make my requeſt. _ "i 


4 « Tourney to the Weſtern Iflands of Scotland.” 
| © There 


f 
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1. There! is, ſomewhere within your governs. 
ment, a young adventurer, one Ghauncy Law- 
m_ whoſe father is one of my oldeſt friends. 

Be pleaſed to ſhew the young man what coun- 


2237 
1781, 
Etat. 72. 


tenance is fit, whether he wants to be reſtrained 


dy your authority, or encouraged hy your favour. 
His father 1s 3 Preſident of 2 8 5 of 
Phyſicians, a man venerable for his knowledge, 
and more venerable fer his virtue. 

l wiſh you a proſperous government, a ſafe 
return, and a long en joyment of 3 and 
tranqu 2 I am, Sir, 

Jour moſt obedient | 
* And moſt humble Stent, 
ws Hen, Dec. ” 1774. SAM. Jognson.” 


| * the ſome, 5 
Sith co :, 1 Jang, 2788. 
4 AMIDST the i importance and multi- 
plicity of affairs in which your great office en- 
gages you, I take the liberty of. xecalling your 
attention for a moment 5 and will 
not prolong the interrupt _— an apology, 


which your charaQer —— need 
 * Mr. Hoole, a gentleman. long knows, and 


long eſteemed in the India-Houſe, after having 
tranſlated Taſſo. has undertaken Arioſto. How 
well he is qualified for his undertaking he has 


already ſhewn. He is deſirous, Sir, of your 


favour in promoting his propoſals, and flatters 


me by ſuppoſing that my teſtimony may advance 
bis intereſt. 

It is a new ching for a clerk of the India- 
Houſe to tranflate poets—it is new for a Gover- 
nour of Bengal to patronize learning. That he 
may find his ingenuity rewarded, and that 

learning 


1781. 


— 
* 
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leaming may flouriſh under your nee, is 
the in of, Sir, 
. Tour moſt humble . 


San. Jonxon.” 


Z "S wrote to him in 1 February, complaining of 
having been troubled 1 * recurrence of the 
perplexing queſtion of Liberty and Neceſſity 


and mentioning that I 1 9 5 —_— to meet him 


nn 


To Janne Bow, th 


© Dear Sin, | 


I nor RD you bad got Mean 
of miſery. What have you to do 


| AY Li n Libere, and Neceſſity? Or what more 
than to bold) your tongue about it? Do not doubt 


but T ſhall be moſt heartily glad to ſee you here 
again, for I love every part about you. ut your 
-affeRation of diftreſs. 

T have at laſt finiſhed my Lives, and bave 


laid up for you a load of copy, all out of order, 


fo chat it will amuſe you a long time to ſet it 
Tight. Come to me, my dear Bozz 76 and let 
us be as happy as we can. We wil 90 again 
to the Mitre, and talk old times over. =D Am, 
A . 

i 04-3 1008 Tord alſe&ionaely, | 


| * March 14. 1781. 0 . Sau. Jounson.” 


. Monday, March 19, I arrived in Lon- 
Pkg and on Tueſday,” the 2oth, met him in 
Fleet-fireet, walking, or rather indeed moving 
Pong; 1 * his march is thus deſcribed i ina very 


* 
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juſt and pictureſque manner, in a ſhort Life“ of 
him publiſhed by Kearſley, very ſoon after his 
death: When he walked the ſtreets, what 
with the conſtant roll of his head, and the con- 
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comitant motion of his body, he appeared to 


F 


make his way by that motion, independent o 

bis feet.“ That he was often much ſtared at 
while he advanced in this manner, may eaſily 
be believed ; but it was not ſafe to make ſport. 
of one ſo robuſt as he was. Mr. Langton ſaw 
him one day, in a fit of abſence, by a ſudden 
ſtart, drive the load off a porter's back, and 
walk forward briſkly, without being conſcious 
of what he had done. The porter was very 
angry, but ſtood ſtill, and eyed the huge figure 
with much earneſtneſs, till he was ſatisfied that 


his wiſeſt courſe. was to be quiet, and take up 


his-barthea again... nm oily ain 1h 
Our accidental meeting 1n- the ſtreet after a 


i — 


long ſeparation was a pleaſing ſurprize to us 


both. He ſtepped aſide with me into Falcon- 


court, and made kind inquiries about my fami- 


ly, and as we were in a hurry going different 
ways, I promiſed to call on him next day; he 


aid he was engaged to go out in the morning.— 


„Early, Sir.” ſaid I. JonnsoN.. © Why, Sir, 
a London morning does not go with the ſun.” 
I waited on him next evening, and he gave 


me a quantity of his original manuſcript of his 
Lives of the Poets,” which he had preſerved - 


for me. 


„Wich this well-choſen motto: 
- From his cradle | 

He was a ScHOLAR, and a fipe and good one: 
And to add greater honours to his age 5 
Than man could give him, he died fearing Heaven.“ 


SHAKSPEARE. 


I found 
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| | . T fond that his friend, Mr. 7 was now p 
| a and had removed, I the | 
— hs: — of Mrs. Thrale, to a . 
vener.-ſquare. I was ſorry to find him an 
changed in his appearance. 
| Ie told me I might now have the pleaſure to 
ſee De. Johnſon drink wine again, for he had late- 
ly returned toit. When I mentioned this to John- 
fon, he laid, Mx drink it now fometimes, but 
not ſocially.“ The firft evening that I was with 
him at Thrale's, I obſerved he poyred a quan- 
tity: of it into a large glaſs, and ſwallowed it 
greedily. Every thing about his charaQer and 
manners was forcible and violent; there never 
was any moderatien; many a day did he faſt, 
many à year did he refrain from wine; but 
when he did eat, it was voraciouſly ; when he 
did drink wine, it was copiouſſy. He could 
 praQiſs abſtinence; but not temperanee. 
Mrs. Thrale and 1 had a difpute, whether 
Chalefpeate or Milton had drawn the moſt ad- 
mirable Picture of a man“. I was for Shak- 


115 
ey wears makes Hamlet thus deſcribe his father : 


os * See what a grace was Ted on his brow, 
. "as rion's.curls, the front of Jove himſelf, 
ER. An eye like Mars, to threaten and co d, 
| 9 A: ſtation like the herald, Mercur 5115 
Ney lighted on a Heaven - kiff ing . 

55 A combination and a form inde 

Where every god did ſeem to ſet his feal, 

_« To give the world aſſurance of a man.” 


Milton thus pourtrays our firſt parent, Adam: 


« His fair large front and eye ſublime declar'd 
« Abſolute rule; and hyacinthin lock 
- * Round from his parted forelock manly hung | 
' 4. Cluft'rin ring, but not beneath his ſhoulders broad. ” 


ſpeare ; 


oo me Wy ok, fs MY yopd pot 
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ſpeare; Mrs. Thrale for Milton; and upon a 1981. 


a fair hearing, Johnſon decided for my opinion. = 


I told him of one of Mr. Burke's playful ſal- Etat. 73. 


lies upon Dean Marlay. I don't like the Dea- 
nery of Ferns, it ſounds fo like a herren title. 
Dr. Heath ſhould have it;“ ſaid I. Jobnſon 
laughed, and condeſcending to trifle in the ſame 
mode of conceit, ſuggeſted Dr. Moſs. 


5 


like very well to drop, but would not wiſn to 


be dropped by.“ He certainly was vain of the 
ſociety of ladies, and could make bimſelf very 
agreeable to them when he choſe it; Sir Joſhua 
Reynolds agreed with me that he could. Mr. 
Gibbon, with his uſual ſneer, controverted it, 
perhaps in reſentment of Johnſon's having talk- 
ed with ſome diſguſt of bis uglineſs, which one 


ſhould think a philoſopher would not mind. Dean 


Marlay wittily obſerved, A lady may be vain 


when ſhe can turn a wolf. dog into a lap-dog.” . 

The election for Ayrſhire, my own county, 
was this ſpring tried upon a petition, before a 
Committee of the Houſe of Commons. I was 


one of the counſel for the ſitting member, and 


took the liberty of previouſly ſtating different 


points to Johnſon, who neverifailed to ſee them 
clearly, and to ſupply me with ſome good hints. 
He dictated to me the following note upon the 
regiſtration of deeds: e e 

„ ALL laws are made for the convenience of 
the community ; what 18 legally done, ſhould 
be legally recorded, that the ſtate of things 


may be known, and that wherever evidence is 


requiſite, evidence may be had. For this rea- 
ſon, the obligation to frame and eſtabliſh a legal 
regiſter is enforced by a legal penalty, which 
penalty is the want of that perfection and pleni- 
tude of right which a regiſter would give. 

Vor. It. „ Thence 
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| 1781. Thence it follows, that this is not an objeRion 

Flat x merely legal; for the reaſon on which the law 
a 72. ſtands being equitable, makes it an d 

objection.“ | 

“ This (ſaid he) you muſt bnlarge on, when 

ſpeaking to the Committee! You muſt not argue 

tghere, as if you were arguing in the ſchools; 
cloſe reaſoning will not fix their attention ; 3 you 
muſt ſay the ſame thing over and over again, in 
different words. If you ſay it but once; th 
miſs it in a moment of inattention. It is unjoll, 
Sir, to cenſure lawyers for multiplying words 
when they argue; it 18 neceſſary for them to 
multiply words.“. 

His notion of the duty of a member of Par- 
liament, fitting upon an election committee was 
very high; and when he was told of a gentle- 
man upon one of thoſe committees, who read 
the newſpapers part of the time, and ſlept the 
reſt, while the merits of a vote were examined 
by- the counſel; and as an excuſe, when chal- 
lenged by the chairman for ſuch behaviour, 
bluntly anſwered, I had made up my mind 
upon that caſe.“ Johnſon, with an indignant 
contempt, ſaid, 41 he was ſuch a rogue as to 
make up his mind upon a cafe without hearing b 
it, he ſhould not have been ſuch a fool as to tell 
it. — J think (ſaid Mr. Dudley Long) the 
Doctor has pretty plainly i bim out to be | 

both rogue and fool.” 

| ' Johnſon's profound reverence for the Hierar- 

| + chy made him expect from Biſhops the higheſt 

| degree of decorum; he was offended even at 

| their going to taverns; © A biſhop (ſaid he) has 

nothing to do at a tipling-houſe. It is not in- 

deed immoral in him to go to a tavern; neither 

would it be immoral CID to whip a top in 
Groveſnor- ſquare. But, if he did, I hope the 

woe WR fall upon him and apply the wy 
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to him, There are gradations in conduct; there 
is . morality—decency—propriety. None of 
theſe. ſhould be violated by a biſhop. A biſhop 
ſhould not go to a houſe where he may meet a 


, 
1781. | 


—— 
Etat. 72. 


young fellow leading out a wench.” BoswELL. 


« But, Sir, every tavern does not admit wo- 
men.” JoxnsoN. © Depend upon it, Sir, any 
tavern will admit a well-dreſt man and a well. 
dreſt woman; they will not perhaps admit a 


woman whom they ſee every night walking by 


their door, in the ſtreet. But a well-dreſt man 
may lead in a well-drefl woman to any tavern in 


London, Taverns ſell meat and drink, and will 


ſell them to any body who can eat and drink. 
You may as well fay that a mercer will not ſell 
ſilks to a woman of the town.” | 05 
He alſo diſapproved of biſhops going to 
Touts, at leaſt of ſtaying at them longer than 
preſence commanded reſpet. He mentioned a 


particular biſhop. © Poh (ſaid Mrs. Thrale) 


the Biſhop of — 18 never minded at a- 
rout.” BoswELL. © When a biſhop places him- 


ſelf in a ſituation where he has no diſtinct cha- 


racer, and is of no conſequence, he degrades 


the dignity of his order.” Jornson. © Mr. 


Boſwell, Madam, has ſaid it as correctly as 
could be.? we e 
Nor was it only in the dignitaries of the 
Church that Johnſon required a particular deco- 
rum and delicacy of behaviour ; he juſtly con- 
fidered that the clergy, as men ſet apart for the 
ſacred office of ſerving at the altar, and 
impreſſing the minds of men with the aweful 
concerns of a future ſtate, ſhould be ſomewhat 


more ſerious than the generality of mankind, 


and have a ſuitable compoſure of manners. A 
due ſenſe of the dignity of their profeſſion, in- 


dependent of higher motives;. will ever prevent 


them from loſing their diſtinction in an indiſcri- 
: _— minate 


1781. 


— Si 
7% Whom they: think to pleaſe by it, they _— 
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1 fonts , and did ſuch as affect this, 
know how much itlefſens them in the eyes of thoſe 


feel themſelves much mortified. | 
Johnſon, and his friend, Beuudletk were 
once together in company with ſeveral clergy- 


men, who thought they ſhould appear to advan- 


tage; by aſſuming the lax jollity of men of the 
world; which, as it may be obſerved in fimilar 
caſes, they carried to noiſy exceſs. Johnſon, 
who they expected would be entertained, fate 

ave and filent for ſome time; at laſt, turning 
to Bleauclerk, he ſaid, by no means in a whil- 
per, © This merriment of parſons is mighty 
offenſive.” 

Even the dreſs of a clergyman ſhould be in 
character, and nothing can be more deſpicable 
than conceited attempts at avoiding the appear- 


ance of the clerical order; attempts, which are 
as inefleQual as they are pitiful. Dr. Porteus, 


now Biſhop of London, in his excellent charge 


when preſiding over the dioceſe of Cheſter, 


juſtly animadverts upon this ſubject; and ob. 
ſerves of a reverend ws that he * can be but 
half a beau.” 

Addiſon, in The SpeQator,” has given usa 
fine portrait of a d. e who is ſuppoſed to 
be a member of his Cb; and Johnſon has ex- 
hibited a model, in the charaQer of Mr. Mudge, 
which has eſcaped the colleQors of his works, 
but which he owned to me, and which indeed 


he ſhewed to Sir Joſhua Reynolds at the time 


when it was written. It bears the genuine 


marks of Johnſon's beſt manner, and is as fol- 


lows: 

The Reverend Mr. Zacharias Mudge, Pre- 
bendary of Exeter, and Vicar of St: Andrews | 
in ey mouth; a man . eminent Tor bis vir- 
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tues and abilities, and at once beloved as a com- 1781. 
panion and reverenced as a paſtor. He had that "> 
general curioſity to which no kind of knowledge W 
Is indifferent or ſuperfluous; and that general 
benevolence by which no order of men is bated 
His principles both of thought and action 
were great and comprehenſive. By a ſolicitous 
examination of objections, and judicious com- 
pariſon of oppoſite arguments, he attained what 
enquiry never gives but to induſtry and perſpi- 
cuity, a firm and unſhaken ſettlement of convic- 
tion, But his firmneſs was without aſperity; 
for, knowing with how much difficulty truth 
was ſometimes found, he did not wonder that 
many miſled it. | A 
„The general courſe of his life was deter- 
mined by his profeſſion ; he ſtudied the ſacred 
volumes in the original languages; with what 
diligence and ſucceſs, his Notes upon ilie Halms 
give ſufficient evidence. He once eadeavoured 
to add the knowlege of Arabick to that of He- 
brew; but finding his thoughts too much divert- 
ed from other ſtudies, after ſome time, deſiſted 
_ Sromehispamale. fo fo nn A pens 
“His diſcharge of parochial duties was ex- 
emplary. How his ' Sermons were compoſed, 
may be learned from the excellent volume 
which he has given to the publick; but how 
they were delivered, can be known only to 
thoſe that heard them, for as he appeared in the 
pulpit, words will not eaſily deſcribe him. His 
delivery, though unconſtrained, was not ne- 
gligent, and though forcible, was not turbulent; 
diſdaining anxious nicety of emphaſis, and la- 
boured artifice of action, it captivated the hear- 
er by its natural dignity, it rouſed the fluggiſn, 
and fixed the volatile, and detained che mind 
55 | upon 
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upon the ſubject, without directing it to the 
J e 
Pa The grandeur and folemnity of the preach- 
er did not mtrude upon his general behaviour; 
at the table of his friends he was a companion 
communicative and attentive, of unaffected 


7 


manners, of manly cheerfulneſs, willing to 
pleaſe, and eaſy to be pleaſed. His acquaint- 


ance was univerſally. ſolicited, and his preſence 


bobſtructed no enjoyment which religion did not 


forbid. Though ſtudious he was popular; 
though argumentative he' was modeſt ; though 
inflexible he was candid; and though metaphy- 
fical yet orthodox. | (AS 

On Friday, March 30, I dined with him at 


Sir Joſhua Reynolds's, with the Earl of Charle- 


mont, Sir Anneſley Stewart, Mr. Eliot, of Port 


Eliot, Mr. Burke, Dean Marlay, now Biſhop 


of Clonfert, Mr. Langton; a moſt | agreeable 
day, of which I regret that every circumſtance 
is not preſerved; but it is unreaſonable to re- 
quire ſuch a multiplication of felicity. 

Mr. Eliot, with whom Dr. Walter Harte 


had travelled, talked to us of his Hiſtory of 


Guſtavus Adolpbus,” which he ſaid was a very 
good book in the German tranſlation. Joun- 
so N. Harte was exceſſively vain. He put 


copies of his book in manuſcript into the hands 


of Lord Cheſterfield and Lord Granville, that 
they might reviſe it. Now, how abſurd was it 
to ſuppoſe that two ſuch noblemen would reviſe 
To big a manuſcript. Poor man ! he left Lon- 
don the day of the publication 'of his book, 


that he might be out of the way of the great 


„ London Chronicle,” May 2, 1769. This reſpec- 


table man is there mentioned to have died on the 34 of 
| 2. that year, at Cofflect, the ſeat of Thomas Veale, 


g. in his way to London. 


praiſe | 
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praiſe he was to receive; and he was aſhamed-- 
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to return, when he found how ill his book had 


ſucceeded. It was unlucky in coming out on 


the ſame day with Robertſon's * Hiſtory of Scot- 


land.“ His huſbandry, however, is good.” — 


BoswELL. “ So he was fitter for that than for | 


| heroick hiſtory. - He did well then he turned 
| his ſword into a ploughſhare.“ 


Mr. Eliot mentioned a curious liquor peculiar 


this country, which the Corniſh ftiſhermendrink, 
They call it Mahogany; and it is made of two 


parts gin, and one part treacle, well beat toge- 


tber. 1 begged to have ſome of it made, which 
was done with proper {kill by Vr. Eliot. I 
thought it very good liquor; and ſaid it was a 


counterpart of what is called 47% Porridge in 


the Highlands of Scotland, which is a mixture 
of whiſkey and honey. Johnſon ſaid that muſt 
be better liquor than the Corniſh, for both its 
component parts are better.” He alſo obſerved, 
 * Mahogany muſt be a modern name; for it is 
not long ſince the wood called Mahogany was 
known in this country.” I mentioned has ſcale 
of liquors ;—claret for hoys—port for men— 
brandy for heroes. Then (laid Mr. Burke) 
let mie have claret: I love to be a boy ; to have 
the careleſs gaiety of boyiſh days.” JoanxsoN. 
_ © I ſhould drink claret too, if it would give me 
that; but it does not; it neither makes boys 
men, nor men boys, Jou'll be drowned by 1 it 
before it has any effect upon you.? 

I ventured to mention a ludicruous paragraph 
in the news-papers, that Dr. Johnſon was learn- 
ing to dance of Veſtris. Lord Charlemont, 
wiſhing toexcite him̃ to talk, propoſed, in a whil- 
per, that he ſhould be aſked, whether it was 
true. Shall I aſk him?“ ſaid his Lordſhip. 


We were, 11 a _ ma, ority, clear for the 


* e. 


2 


Etat. 7. 


| THE/LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON: 


1781. experiment. Upon which bis Lordſhip very 
A gravely and with a courteous: air ſaid, Pray, 


Etat. 72. 


Sir, is it true that you are taking leſſons of Veſ- 
tris??? This was riſking a good deal, and re- 
quired the boldneſs of a General of Iriſh Vo- 
lunteers to make the attempt. Johnſon was at 


firſt ſtartled, and in ſome heat anſwered.— 


How can your Lordſhip aſk: ſg ſimple a queſ⸗ 
tion?” But immediately recovering himſelf, 
whether from unwillingneſs. to be deceived, or 
to appear deceived, or whether from real good 
humour he kept up the joke: Nay, but if any 
body were to anſwer the paragraph, and con- 
tradict it, I'd have replied, that he who contra- 
dicted it was no friend either to Veſtris or me. 
For why ſhould not Dr. acme add to hisother 
powers a little corporeal agility ? Socrates learnt 
to dance at an advanced age, and Cato learnt 
Gteek at an advanced age. Then it might 
proceed to ſay, that this Johnſon, not content 
with dancing on the ground, might dance on 
the rope; and they might introduce the elephant 
dancing on the rope. A nobleman wrote a play, 
called Love in a hollow Tree.“ He found out 

that that it was a bad one, and therefore wiſned 
to buy up all the copies, and burn them. The 
Ducheſs of Marlborough had kept one; and 
when he was againſt her at an election, ſhe had 
a new edition of it printed, and prefixed to it, 
as a frontiſpiece, an elephant dancing on a rope; 
to ſhew, that his Lordſhip's writing comedy 

Was as aukward as an elephant dancing on a 
rOpèe. | | | 9 

On Sunday, April 1, I dined with him at 
Mr. Thrale's, with Sir Philip Jennings Clerk 
and Mr. Perkins, who had the ſuperintendance 
of Mr. Thrale's brewery, with a ſalary of five 
hundred pounds a year. Sir Philip had the ap- 
pearance of a gentle nan o ancient fam y, well 
advanced in life. He wore his own white hair 


m 
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in a bag of goodly ſize, a black velvet coat, 1781. 
with an embroidered waiſtcoat, and very rich FT 


laced rüffles: Which Me. Thale fad Ws 7 


old faſhioned, but which, for that reaſon, 
I thought the more reſpectable, more like a To- 


ry; yet Sir Philip was then in oppoſition in par- 


llament. Ab, Sir, (ſaid Johnſon,) ancient 
ruffles and modern principles do not agree.“ 


Sir Philip defended the oppofition to the Ame- 


rican war ably and with temper, and I joined 
him. He ſaid, the majority of the nation was 


againſt the miniſtry. 8 “J, Sir, am 


againſt the miniſtry; but it is for having too 
little of that of which oppoſition thinks they 
have too much. Were I miniſter, if any man 
wagged his finger againſt me, he ſhould be turn- 
ed out; for that which it is in the powder of 


Government to give at pleaſure to one or ano- 


ther, ſhould be given to the ſupporters of Go- 
vernment. If you will not oppoſe at the ex- 
pence of loſing your place, your oppoſition 
will not be honeſt, you will feel no ſerious 
grievance; and preſent oppofition is only a 
conteſt to get what others have. Sir Robert 
Walpole acted. as I would do. As to the Ame- 
rican war, the ſenſe of the nation is with the 


miniſtry. The majority of thoſe who can n- 


derſtand is with it; the majority of thoſe who 
can only hear is againſt it; and thoſe who can 
only hear are more numerous than thoſe who 
can underſtand, and oppoſition 1s always loud- 
2 a majority of the rabble will be for oppoſi- 
tion.“ e | . 
This boiſterous vivacity entertained us; but 


the fact really was, that thoſe who could under- 


| Rand the beſt, were againſt the American war, 
as almoſt every man now 1s, when the queſtion 
has been cooly conſidered. je 


Mrs. 


e 
1781. Mrs, Thrale gave high praiſe to a gentleman 


Etat. 72 
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of our acquaintance. JounsoN. © Nay, my 


dear lady don't talk ſo. Mr. *, character 
is very hort. It is nothing. He fills a chair. 
He is a man of genteel appearance, and that is 
all. I know nobody who blaſts by praiſe as 
vou do: for whenever there is exaggerated praiſe 
every one is ſet againſt the character. They 
are provoked to attack it. Now there is *: 


you praiſed that man with ſuch diſproportion, 


that I was incited to leſſen him, perhaps more 
than he deſerves. - His blood is upon your head. 
By the ſame principle, your malice defeats it- 
ſelf; for your cenſure is too violent. And yet 
(looking to her with a leering ſmile) ſhe is the 
firſt woman in the world could ſhe but reſtrain 
that wicked tongue of hers-—ſhe would be the 


only woman could ſhe but command that little 


whirlig1g.” en ho; 

\ Upon the ſubje& of exaggerated praife I took 
the liberty to ſay, that I thought there might be 

very high praiſe given to a known character 


which deſerved it, and therefore it would not 
be exaggerated. Thus, ene might ſay of Mr. 


Edmund Burke, He is a very wonderful man. 
Jonxsox . No, Sir, you would not be ſafe if 
another man had a mind perverſely to 


contradit.—— —He might anſwer, Where 


is all the wonder? Burke is, to be ſure, a man 
of uncommon abilities, with a great quantity of 


matter in his mind, and a great fluency of lan- 
guage in his mouth. But we are not to be ſtun- 


ned and aſtoniſhed by him. So. you ſee, Sir, 
even Burke would ſufler, not from any fault of 
his own, but from your folly.” T?“ N 
Mrs. Thrale mentioned a gentleman who had 
acquired a fortune of four thouſand a year in 


trade, but was abſolutely milerable, becauſe he 


could 


obild:noe talk in company; ſo miſerable, that 


he was impelled to lament his fituation in the 
ſtreet to ****+*, whom he hates, and who he 
knows deſpiſes him. © I am a moſt unhappy 


man (ſaid he). I am invited to converſations. 


Igo to 1 ; but, alas! I have no 
converſation.” Joh xsqo N. Man comm 


cannot be ſucceſsful in different ways. Ts 
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gentleman has ſpent in getting four thouſand a 
year, the time in which he might have learnt to 


talk; and now he cannot talk.” Mr. Perkins 
made a ſhrewd and droll remark : If he had 
got his four thouſand a year as a mountebank he 
might have learnt to talk at the ſame time that 
be was getting his fortune,” 8 e 


Some other gentlemen came in. The con- 


verſation concerning the perſon whoſe character 
Dr. Johnſon treated ſo ſlightingly, as he did not 
know his merit, was reſumed. Mrs. Thrale 
faid, © You think fo of him, Sir, becauſe he is 
quiet, and does not exert himſelf with force. 


You'll be ſaying the ſame thing of Mr. **#*** 


35 


there, who fits as quiet—” This was not well 
bred ; and Johnſon did not let it paſs without 
correction. Nay, Madam, what right have 

you to talk thus? Both Mr. * and I have 
reaſon to take it ill. To may talk fo of Mr. 


*: but why do you make me do it. Have 


I faid any thing againſt Mr. *****, You have 
ſet him, that I might ſhoot him: but I have not 
ſhot him.” ER: 6737 

One of the gentlemen ſaid, he had ſeen three 
folio volumes of Dr. Johnſon's ſayings collected 
by me. + I muſt put you right, Sir, ({aid I); 
for I am very exact in authenticity. You could 
not ſee folio volumes, for I have none: you 
might have ſeen ſome ia quarto and octavo.— 


This is inattention which one ſhould guard 
agaiaſt,” JohNSON. Sir, it is a want of con- 


CCEra 
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17. cetn about veracity. He does not know that he 
E. 4. aw any volume. 8 If he had ſeen them he could 


have remembered their ſize.” : 
Mr. Thrale appeared very lethargick to-day. 
I ſaw him again on; Monday evening, at which 
time he was not thought to be in immediate 
danger; but early in the morning of Wednef- 
day the.4th; he expired. Johnſon was in the 


 $ouſfe, and thus mentions the event: I felt 


almoſt the laſt flutter of his pulſe, and looked 


for the laſt time upon the face that for fifteen 


years had never been turned upon me but with 
reſpe& and benignity*.” Upon that day there 
was a Call of the LI TERARY CLus; but John- 
ſon apologiſed for his abſence by the following 
5 % Mx. Eger knows that Sir Joſhua 
Reynolds and the other Gentlemen will excuſe 
bis incompliance with the Call, when they are 
told that Mr. Thrale died this morning.” 


40 Wedneſday.” 


- 08 Mr. Thrale's death was a very eſſential loſs to 


Johnſon, who, although he did not forſee all 
that afterwards happened, was ſufficiently con- 
vinced that the comforts. which Mr. Thrale's fa- 
mily afforded him would now in a great meaſure 
ceaſe. He, however, continued to ſhew a kind 


attention to his widow and children as long as 


it was acceptable; and he took upon him, with 


a very earneſt concern, the office of one of his 
executors, the importance of which ſeemed 
greater than uſual to him, from his circumſtances 

having been always ſuch that he had ſcarcely 
any ſhare in the real buſineſs of life, His friends 


* Pra, ers and Meditations, p. 191. 


pf - 
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of the CLus were in hopes that Mr. Thrale 1781. 

might have made a liberal proviſion for him for Zur 

his life, which, as Mr. Thrale left no ſon, and 1925 

a very large fortune, it would have been-hnghly 

to his honour to have done; and, conſidering & | 

Dr. Johnſon's age, could not have been of long 

duration: but he bequeathed him only two hun- 

dred pounds, which was the legacy given to 

each of his executors. I could not but be ſome- 

what diverted by hearing Johnſon talkin a pom 
pous manner of his new othee, and particularly 

of the coucerns of the brewery, which it was at 

laſt reſolved ſhould be fold: - Lord Lucan tells a 

very good ſtory, which, if not preciſely exact, is 

certainly characteriſtical: that when the ſale of 

Thrale's brewery was going forward, Johnſon 

appeared buſtling about, with an ink-horn and 

pen in his button-hote, like an exciſeman ; and 

on being aſked-what he really conſidered to be 

the value of the property which was to be dif- 

poſed of; anſwered, © We are not here to ſell 

a parcel of boilers and vats, but the potentia- 

lity of growing rich, beyond the dream of ava- 


rene” 176 | 1% 
On Friday, April 6, he carried me to dine. 
at a club; which, at his defire, had been lately 
formed at the Queen's Arms, in St. Paul's 
Church-yard. He told Mr. Hoole, that he 
wiſhed to have a City Club, and aſked him to 
collect one; but, ſaid he, Don't let them be 
patriots.” The company to-day were very ſen- 
ſible well-behaved men. I hape preſerved on- 
ly two particulars of his converſation. He ſaid 
he was glad Lord George Gordon had eſcaped, 
rather than that a precedent ſhould be eſtabliſh- 
ed for hanging a man for conſtructiue treaſon ; 
which, in conſiſtency with his true, manly, ' 
_ conſtitutional Toryiſm, he conſidered would be 
| 7; : TY og a dange-. 
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1983. a dangerous engine of arbitrary power. And 
7 upon its being mentioned” that an opulent and 
very indolent Seotch nobleman, who totally re- 
fſigned the management of his affairs to a man 
of knowledge and abilities, had claimed ſome 
merit by ſaying, The next beſt thing to ma- 
naging a man's own affairs well, is being ſenſible 
of meapacity, and not attempting it, but having 
falt confidence in one who can do it.; Joun- 
8ON. © Nay, Sir, this is paltry. There is a 
middle courſe. Let a 3 application, and 
depend upon it he will ſoon get above a deſpi- 
cable ſtate of helpleſneſs, and attain the power 
of acting for himſelf.” . 
On Saturday, April , I dined with him at a 
Mr. Hoole's, with Governour Boucher and 
Captain Orme, both of whom had been long 
_ the Eaſt Indies; and being men of good ſenſe 
and obſervation, were very entertaining. -John- 
fon defended the oriental regulation of different 
caſts of men, which was objected to as totally 
deſtructive of the hopes of riſing in ſociety. by 
perſonal merit. He ſhewed that there was a 
principle in it ſufficiently plat ſible by analogy. 
We ſee (ſaid he) in metals there are different 
ſpeeies; and fo likewiſe in animals, though one 
ſpecies may not differ very widely from another, 
as in the ſpecies of dogs the cur, the ſpaniel, 
the maſtiff. The Bramins are the maſtiffs of 
mankind. “ „ | 
On Thurſday, April 12, I dined with him 
at a Biſhop's, where were Sir Joſhua Reynolds, 
Mr. Berrenger, and ſome more company. He 
bad dined the day before at another Biſhop's. 
I have unfortunately recorded none of his con- 
verſation at the Biſnop's where we dined toge- 
ther: but I have preſerved his ingenious de- 
fence of his dining twice abroad in Paſſion- 
3 8 8 week; 
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week; a laxity, in which I am convinced he - Ls 


would not have indulged bimſelf at the time 
- when he wrote this ſolemn paper in The 
Rambler,” upon that aweful ſeaſon. It appear- 
ed to me, that by being much more in eompa- 
ny, and enjoying more luxurious living, be had 
contracted a keener reliſſi of pleaſure, and was 
conſequently leſs rigorous in his religious rites, 
This he would not acknowledge ; but he reaſoned 
with admirable ſophiſtry, as follows: Why, 
Sir, a Biſhop's calling company together in this 
week, is, to uſe the 3 phraſe, not % thing. 
But you muſt confider laxity is a bad thing; 
but preciſeneſs is alſo a bad thing; and your ge- 
neral character may be more hurt by preciſeneſs 
than by dining with a Biſhop in Paſſion-week. 
There might be a handle for reflection. It might 
be ſaid, He refuſed to dine with a Biſhop in 
Paſſion · week. but was three Sundays abſent 
from church. BosWELL. Very true, Sir.— 
But ſuppoſe a man to be uniformly of good 
conduct, would it not be better that he ſhould 
refuſe to dine with a Biſhop in this week, and 
ſo not encourage a bad practiſe by his example? 
Jonnson.'.* Why, Sir, you are to confider 
| whether you might not do more harm by leſſen- 
ing the influence of a Biſhop's character your 
bas: oa in refuſing him, ns by going 
to 9 55 


TD Mrs. Lucy voran in 2 


2 Draa Mavan, 


TS LIFE 1 is full of. troubles: I have juſt - 
loft my dear friend Thrale. I hope he is happy, 
but I have had a great lofs. I am otherwiſe 
pony* well. I require much care myſelf, hat 

that 


171. 
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chat care is not.ineffefual ; and when I am out 


—— i . . Y ves Sag | 
"Bank. 22. of order I think it oſten my own fault. 


. The ſpring is now making quick advances, 


As it is the ſeaſon in which the whole world is 
. enlivened and invigorated, I hope that both 
vou and I ſhall partake of its benefits, My de- 

Fre is to fee Lichfield; but being left executor 
to my friend, I know not whether I can he 
ſpared; but I will try, for it is now long fince 
e ſaw one another, and how little we can pro- 
miſe ourſelves. many more interviews, we are 
taught by hourly examples of mortality. Let us 
try to live fo as that mortality may not be an 
evil. Write to me ſoon, my deareſt ; your let- 
ters will give me great, pleaſu i 
I eam ſorry that Mr. Porter has not had his 
\ box; but by ſending it to Mr. Mathias, who ve- 
ry readily undertook: its conveyance, I did the 
:beſt I could, and perhaps before now he has it, 
He ſo kind as to make my compliments to 

my friends; I have a great value for their 
kindneſs, and hope to enjoy it before ſummer is 


re. 


paſt. Do write to me. I am, deareſt love, 
London, April 125 1781. SAM. JOHNSON.” 


on Friday, April 13, being Good - Friday, I 


- went to St. Clement's-church with him, as uſual. 


'There I ſaw again his old fellow-collegian, Ed- 
wards, to whom I faid, © I think Sir, Dr. 
Johnſon and you meet only at church.” —— 
« Sir, (ſaid he) it is the beſt place we can meet 
except in Heaven, and I hope we ſnall meet 
there too.” Dr. Johnſon told me that there was 
very little communication between Edwards 
and him, after their unexpected renewal of ac- 
quaintance. But (ſaid he, ſmiling) he met 
me once, and ſaid, I am told you have writ- 

5 | ten 
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was unwilling that he ſhould leave the world 1 in Fear, > 
| total darkneſs, and ſent him a ſet.” T F 


Mr. Berrenger vifited him to-day, and was 


very pleaſing. We talked of an evening my 
for converſation at a houſe in town, of whic 


we were all members, but of which Johnſon 


| ſaid, It will never do, Sir. There is nothing 
ſerved about there, neither tea, nor coffee, nor 
lemonade, nor any thing whatever; and de- 
pend upon it, Sir, a man does not love to go to 
4 place from bende he comes out exactly as he 
went in.“ I endeavoured for argument's ſake, 
to maintain that men of learning and talents 
might have very good intellectual ſociety, with- 
out the aid of any little gratifications of the 
ſenſes. Berrenger joined with Johnſon, and 
ſaid that without theſe any meeting would be 
dull and inſipid. He would therefore have all 
the flight refreſhments; nay, it would not be 


amiſs to have ſome cold meat, and a bottle of 


wine upon a fide- board. Sir, (ſaid Johnſon to 
me, with an air of triumph, ) Mr. Berrenger 
knows the world. Every body loves to have 
good things furniſhed to them without any trou- 

ble. I told Mrs. Thrale once, that as ſhe did 
not chooſe to have card-tables, ſhe ſhould have 
a profuſion. of the beſt ſweetmeats, and ſhe 


would be ſure to have company enough come to 


her.“ The event proved the juſtice of John- 


ſon's opinion, as to the impracticability of get- 


ting people to meet, when they know there is 
abſolutely nothing to touch the palate ; for this 
Society, though held at the houſe of a perſon 
deſervedly much eſteemed, and compoſed of 
very eminent men, could not be preſerved from 
e decay. 25 

Vol. III. 5. 5 On 


S.» 
s oy 9 * 9 
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S—"— ſolemn worſhip in St. Paul's church, I found 


A 
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On Sunday, April 15, being Eaſter-day, aſter 


wean 78. him alone; Dr. Scott, of the Commons, came. 


He talked of its having been ſaid, that Addi- 
ſon wrote ſome of his beſt papers in © The 
SpeRator,” when warm with wine. Dr. John- 
ſon did not ſeem willing to admit this. Dr. 


Scott, as a confirmation of it related, that Black- 
ſtone compoſed his Commentaries” with a 


bottle of port before him. 5 
I told him, that in a company where I had 
lately been, a deſire was expreſſed to know his 
authority for the ſhocking ſtory of Addiſon's 
ſending an execution into Steele's houſe. Sir, 
(faid he) it is generally known to all who are ac- 


quainted with the literary hiſtory of that period. 


t is as well known, as that he wrote Cato.“ 
Mr. Thomas Sheridan once defended Addiſon 
to me, by alledging that he did it in order to 
cover Steele's goods from other creditors that 
wete going to ſeize them. PO ut nf 

We talked of the difference between the mode 
of education at Oxford, and that in the Colle- 
ges, where inſtruction is chiefly conveyed by 
lectures. .JounsoN. © Lectures were once uſe- 
ful; but now, when all can read, and books are 
ſo numerous, lectures are unneceſſary. If your 
attention fails, and you miſs a part of a lecture, 


it is loſt, you cannot go back as you do upon a 


book.” Dr. Scott agreed with him. © But yet 
(ſaid I) Dr. Scott, you yourſelf gave lectures at 
Oxford.” He ſmiled. *© You laughed (then 
ſaid I) at thoſe who came to you.“ | 
Dr. Scott left us, and ſoon afterwards we went 
to dinner. Our company conſiſted of Mrs. Wil- 
liams, Mrs. Deſmoulins, Mr. Levett, Mr. Al- 
len, the printer, and Mrs. Hall, ſiſter of the 
Reverend John Weſley, and reſembling him, as 
: 8 I thought, 
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I thought; both in figure and manner. Johnſon, 181. 


produced now, for the firſt time, ſome handſome 


filver ſalvers, which he told me he had bought Ip 


fourteen years ago; ſo it was a great day. I was 
not a little amuſed by obſerving Allen perpetually 
ſtruggling to talk in the manner of Johnſon, 
like the little frog in the fable, blowing himſelf 
up to reſemble the ſtately x. 
I mentioned a kind of religious Robinhood 
Society, which met every Sunday evening at 
Coachmaker's-hall, for free debate; and that 
the ſubject for this night was, the text which 
relates, with other miracles, which - happened 
at our Saviour's death, © And the graves: were 
opened, and many bodies of the faints which 


ſlept aroſe, and came out of the graves after his 


reſurrection, and went into the holy city, and 
appeared unto many.” Mrs. Hall ſaid it was a 
very curious ſubject, and ſhe ſhould like to hear 
it diſcuſſed. JonxsON. (fomewhat warmly)— 
« One would not go to ſuch a place to hear it 
—one would not be ſeen in ſuch a place to 
give countenance to ſuch a meeting.” I, how- 
ever, reſolved that I would go. But Sir, (ſaid 
ſhe to Johnſon,) I ſhould like to hear you diſ- 
cuſs it.” He ſeemed reluctant to engage in it. 
She talked of the reſurrection of the human 


race in general, and maintained that we ſhall be 


raiſed with the ſame bodies. JohNSO N.“ Nay, 
Madam, we ſee that it is not to be the ſame bo- 
dy; for the Scripture uſes the illuſtration of 
grain fown, and we know that the grain which 
grows, is not the fame with what is ſown. You 


cannot ſuppoſe that we ſhall riſe with a diſeaſed 


body; it is enough if there be ſuch a ſamereſs 
as to diſtinguiſh indentity of perſon.” She ſeem- 
cd defirous of knowing more, but he left the 
queſtion in obſcurity. 

: „„ Of 


Tal 2. 
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of apparitions, he obſerved; A total dif 


belief of them is averſe to the opinion of the 


' exiſtence of the ſoul between death and the laſt 


day; the queſtion ſimply is, whether departed 
ſpirits ever have; the power of making rhem- 


_ ſelves perceptible to us; a man who thinks he 


has ſeen an apparition, can only be convinced 


himſelf; his authority will not convince ano- 


ther, and Dis conviction, if rational, muſt be 
founded on being told ſomething which cannot 


be known but by ſupernatural means.” 


He mentioned a thing as not unfrequent, of 


which I had never heard before—being called, 
that is, hearing one's name pronounced by the 


voice of a known perſon at a great diſtance, far 
beyond the poſhbility of being reached by any 
ſound, uttered by human organs. An acquaint- 
ance, on whoſe veracity I can depend, told me, 


that walking home one evening to Kilmarnock, 


he heard himſelf called from a wood, by the 
voice of a brother who had gone to America ; . 
and the next packets brought. accounts of that 
brother's death.“ Macbean afferted that this 
inexplicable calling was a thing very well known. 
Dr. Johnſon ſaid, that one day at Oxford, as he 
was turning the key of his chamber, he heard 
his mother diſtinctly call Sam. She was then at 
Lichfield ; but notbing enſued.. This phæno- 
menon is, I think, as wonderful as any other 
myſterious fact, which many people are very 

{low to believe, or rather indeed, reject with an 


| obſtinate contempt. 


Some time after this, upon his waking a re- 
mark which eſcaped my attention, Mrs. Wil- 
hams and Mrs. Hall were both together ſtriving 


to anſwer him. He grew angry, and called out 
loudly, Nay, when pe both ſpeak at once it is 


| intolerable.” But © 


ecking himſelf and ſoften- 
ing, 


AS. ns des. SE Wit 
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ing, be ſaid, © This one may ſay, though you 1783. 


are ladies.” Then he brightened into gay hu- 8 


of the ſongs in © The Beggar's Opera, 


« But two at a time there's no mortal can bear.” 


. What, Sir, (ſaid I.) are yon going to tum 


Captain Macheath ?” There was ſomething as 
pleaſantly ludicrous in this ſcene as can be ima- 
gined. The contraſt between Macheath, Polly 


and Lucy and Dr. Samuel Johnſon, blind, 


viſh Mrs. Williams, and lean, lank, preach. 
ing Mrs. Hall, was exquiſitee. 
1 ſtole away to Coachmaker's-hall, and heard 
the difficult text of which we had talked, dif- 


cuſſed with great decency, and ſome intelligence, 


by ſeveral ſpeakers. There was a difterence of 


opinion as to the appearance of ghoſts in modern 


times, though the arguments for it, ſupported 
by Mr. Addiſon's authority, preponderated.— 
The immediate ſubje& of debate was embar- 
raſſed by the Bodies of the ſaints having been ſaid- 
to riſe, and by the queſtion what became of 
them 3 did they return to their graves? 
Or were they tranſlated to Heaven? Only one 
evangeliſt mentions the fat*, and the commen- 
tators whom I have looked at, do not make the 
paſſage clear. There is, however, no occaſion 
for our underſtanding it farther,. than to know 
that it was one of the extraordinary manifeſta- 
tions of divine power, which accompanied the 
moſt important event that ever happened. 

On Friday, April 20, I ſpent with him one 
of the happieſt days that I remember to have 
enjoyed in the whole courſe of my life. Mrs. 


* gt. Ma thew, chap. xxvii. v. 52, 53. 
Garrick, 


262 
1781. 


Etat. 72. 


TE LIFE or DR. JOHNSON. 


Garrick, whoſe grief for the loſs of her huſband 
was, I believe, as ſincere as wounded aſſection 
and admiration could produce, had this day, 
for the firſt time ſince his death, a ſelect party 
of his friends to dine with her. The company 
was Miſs Hannah More, who lived with her, 
and whom ſhe called her Chaplain ; Mrs. Boſ- 


cawen, Mrs. Elizabeth Carter, Sir Joſhua 
Reynolds, Dr. Burney, Dr, Johnſon, and my- 


ſelf. We found ourſelves very elegantly enter- 
tained at her houſe inthe Adelphi, where I have 
paſſed many a pleaſing hour with him © who 
gladdened life.“ She looked very well, talked 
of her huſband with complacency, and while ſhe 
caſt her eyes on his portrait, which hung over 
the chimney- piece, ſaid, that © death was now 
the moſt agreeable object to her.” The very 
ſemblance of David Garrick was cheering. Mr. 
Beauclerk with happy propriety, inſcribed un- 


der that fine portrait of him, which by Lady 


Diana's kindneſs is now the property of my 
friend Mr. Langton, the following paſſage from 
his beloved Shakſpeare: 55 3 


"CC 


—— A merrier man, 
Within the limit of becoming mirth, 

I never ſpent an hour's talk withal. 
His eye Ee for his wit; 
For ev'ry object that the one doth catch, 

The other turns to a mirth-moving jeſt; 
* Which his fair tongue (Conceit's expoſitor) 

Delivers in ſuch apt and gracious words, 
That aged ears play truant at his tales, 

And younger hearings are quite raviſhed ; 
* So ſweet and voluble is his diſcourſe.” 


We were all in fine ſpirits; and I whiſpered 
to Mrs. Boſcawen, I beheve this is as much 
„ BS $6 x, TY ; y : 8 28 
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28 can be made of life.” In addition to a ſplen- 
did entertainment, we were regaled with Lich- 


field ale, which had a peculiar appropriated va- 


— — 
Etat. 72 


lue. Sir Joſhua, and Dr. Burney, and L, drank- 


cordially of it to Dr. Johnſon's health; and 
though he would not join us, he as cordially 
anſwered, © Gentlemen, I wiſh you all as well 
as you do me.?“ 1 ora | 
The general effect of this day. dwells upon 
my mind in fond remembrance ; but I do not 
find much converſation recorded. What I hav 
preſerved ſhall be faithfully given. 
Somebody mentioned Mr. Thomas Hollis, 


the ſtrenuous whig, who uſed to ſend over Eu- 


rope preſents of democratical books, with their 
boards ſtamped with daggers and caps of liber- 
ty. Mrs. Carter ſaid, © He was a bad man.— 
He uſed to talk uncharitably.“' Jounson.— 
« Poh! poh ! Madam; who is the worſe for 
being talked of uncharitably ? Beſides, he was 

a dull poor creature as ever lived. 'And I be- 
lieve he would not have done harm to a man 
vhom be knew tobe of very oppoſite principles to 


| hisown. I remember once at the Society of 


Arts, when an advertiſement was to be drawn 
up, he pointed me out as the man who could do 
it beſt. This you will obſerve was kindneſs to 
me. I however ſlipt away and eſcaped it.” 

Mrs. Carter having ſaid of a certain perſon, 
© T doubt he was an Atheiſt.” eee 1 
don't know that. He might perhaps have be- 
come one, if he had had time to ripen, (ſmiling). 
Hie might have exuberated into an Atheiſt.“ 

Sir Joſhya Reynolds praiſed © Mudge's Ser- 
mons. JoHNSON. © Mudge's Sermons are 
good, but not practical. He graſps more ſenſe 
than he can hold. He takes more corn than be 
can make into meal; he opens a wide proſpect, 


but 
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but it is ſo diſtant, it is indiſtinct. I love Blairs 
Sermons.“ Though the dog is a Scotchman, and 
a Preſbyterian, and every thing he ſhonld' not 
be, I was the firſt to praiſe them. Such was 
my. candour.“ (ſmiling). Mrs. Bos cAwWwEN.— 
« Such his great merit to get the better of all 
your prejudices.” JoHN SON.“ Why, Madam, 
ſet us compound the matter ; let us aſcribe'it to 

my candour, and his merit.? 
In the evening we had a large company in the 
drawing- room, ſeveral ladies, the Biſhop of 
Killaloe, Dr. Percy, Mr. Chamberlayne, of the 
treaſury,” &. &c. Somebody ſaid the life of a 
mere literary man could not. be very entertain- 
ing. Jon xsox. But it certainly may, this is 


a remark which has been made, and repeated, 


without juſtice; why ſhould: the life of a lite- 


rary man be leſs entertaining than the life of any 


other man? Are there not as intereſt ing varieties 


in ſuch a life? As a literary life it may be very 


entertaining.” BOSWELI. © But it muſt be 
better ſurely, when it is diverſified with a little 
active variety ſuch as his having gone to Jamai- 
ca; —or— his having gone to the Hebrides.” — 
Johnſon was not diſpleaſed at this. '4 
Talking of a very reſpectable authour, he 
told us a very curious eircumſtance in his life, 
which was, that he had married a printer's de- 
vil. RxyxoLDs:. © A printer's devil, Sir! Why, 
J thought 'a/printer's devil was a creature with a 
black face and in rags” JounsoN. © Yes, 
Sir. But I fuppoſe, he had her face waſhed, and 
put clean clothes on her. (Then looking very ſeri- 
ous, and very earneſt) And ſhe did not diſgrace 
hin—the woman had a bottom of good ſenſe.” 
The word bottom thus introduced, was ſo ludi- 
crous, when contraſted with his gravity, that 
moſt of us could not forbear tittering and laugh- 
. | Ing, 


mentioned that Mr. Burke had boaſted 
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ing, though I recolle& that the Biſhop of Kil. 1981. 


laloe kept his countenance with pe 

neſs, while Miſs Hannah More flyly 
face behind a lady's back who fate on the ſame 
ſettee with her. His pride could not bear that 


any expreſſion of his ſhould excite ridicule, 


when he did not mtend it; he therefore reſolv- 
ed to aſſume and exerciſe deſpotick power, 
glanced ſternly around, and called out in a ſtrong 
tone, Where's the merriment?“ Then col 
lecting himfelf, and looking aweful, to make us 
feel how he could impoſe reftraint, and as it 
were ſearching his mind for a more ludicrous 
word, he ſlowly pronounced, I ſay the wo- 
man was fundamentally ſenſible ;” as if he had 


ſaid, hear this now, and laugh if you dare. We 


all ſat compoſed as at a funeral. 

He and I walked away together ; we ſtopped 
a little while by the rails of the Adelphi, look- 
ing on the Thames, and I faid to him with ten- 
derneſs, that I thought of two friends we had 


| loſt, Who once lived in the building behind us, 


Beauclerk and Garrick. © Aye, Sir, (ſaid he, 


tenderly,) and two ſuch friends as cannot be 


fupplied.” Ls . 

For ſome time after this day I did not ſee him 
very often, and of the converſation which I did 
enjoy, I am ſorry to find I have preſerved but 


very little. I was at this time engaged in a va- 


riety of other matters, which required exertion 

and aſſiduity, and neceſſarily occupied all my 

a, | . 
One day having ſpoken very freely of thoſe 


who were then in power, he ſaid to me, Be- 


tween ourſelves, Sir, I do not like to give op- 


8 the ſatisfaction of knowing how much 


And when I 
how 
quiet 


diſapprove of the miniſtry.” 
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1781. quiet the nation was in George the Second's 
—— reign, when Whigs were in power, compared 
Etat. 7a. with the preſent reign, when Tories governed. 
„Why, Sir, (ſaid he) you are to conſider that 
Tories having more reverence for government, 
will not oppoſe with the ſame violence as Whigs, 
who being unreſtramed by that principle, will 
oppoſe. by any means © 
This month he loſt not only Mr. Thrale, but 
another friend, Mr. William Strahan, junior, 
printer, the eldeſt ſon of his old and conſtant 

friend, printer to his, Majeſty. 


0 Mrs. SrRAHAx. 


% DAR MA DAM, e Badabec gt 
«* THE grief which I feel for the loſs of a 
very kind friend is ſufficient to make me know 
how much you. muſt ſuffer by the death of an 
amiable ſon ; a man, of whom I think it may 
truly be faid, that no one knew him who does 
not lament him. I look upon myſelf as having 
a friend, another friend taken from me. | 
* Comfort, dear Madam, I would give you if 
I could, but I know how little the forms of con- 
folation can avail. Let me, however, counſel 
you not to waſte your health in unprofitable ſor- 
row, but go to Bath, and endeavour to prolong 
your own life, but when we have done all that 
we can, one friend muſt in time loſe the other. 
I am, dear madam, + | 
Lu our moſt humble ſervant, 
„April 23, 1781. | SAM. Jon xNsox.“ 


On T ueſday, May 8, I had the pleaſure of 
again dining with him and Mr. Wilkes, at Mr. 
| | Dilly's. 
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Dilly's. No negotiation was now required to 
bring them together; for Jobnſon was ſo well 


ſatisfied with the former interview, that he was 
very glad to meet Wilkes again, who was this 


* 
1781. 
FTEtat. 72. 


day ſeated between Dr. Beattie and Dr. Johnſon, 


(between Truth and Reaſon, as General Paoli 
ſaid, when I told him of it.) WILE ES. I 
have. been thinking, Dr. Johnſon, that there 
| ſhould be a bill brought into parliament that the 
controverted elections for Scotland ſhould be 


tried in that country, at their own Abbey of 


Holy-Rood Houſe, and not here; for the con- 
ſequence of trying them here is, that we have 


an inundation of Scotchmen, who come up and 


never go back again. Now here is Boſwell, who 
has come up on the election for his own county, 
which will not laſt a fortnight. JOHNSON.“ Nay, 
Sir, I ſee no reaſon why they ſhould be tried at 
all; for, you know, one Scotchman is as good 
as another.” WILkES. Pray, Boſwell, how 
much may be got in a year by an Advocate at 
the Scotch bar? BoswtLi. © I believe two 
thouſand pounds.” Wirkxzs, Ho can it be 
poſſible to ſpend that money in Scotland?“ 


egg Why, Sir, the money may be 


ſpent in England: but there is a harder queſtion. 
If one man in Scotland gets poſſeſſion of two 
thouſand pounds, what remains for all the reſt 
of the nation?“ WILRES. You know, in the 
laſt war, the immenſe booty which Thurot car- 


— 


ried off from the complete plunder of ſeven 


Scotch iſles. He re- imbarked with three and fix 


in extravagant ſportive raillery upon the ſuppoſ- 


Fence.” Here again Johnſon and Wilkes joined 


ed poverty of Scotland, which Dr. Beattie and 


I did not think it worth our while to diſpute. 
The ſubje& of quotation being introduced, 

Mr. Wilkes cenſured it as pedantry. JoynsoN. 
| cc No, 


178 . No, Sir, it is a good thing; there is a commu- 
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Etat. 72. fle of literary men all over the world.“ 


VII EES. Upon the continent they all quote 
the vulgate bible. Shakſpeare is chiefly quoted 
here; and we quote alſo Pope, Prior, Butler, 
Waller, and ſometimes Cowley.” . Pe 

We talked of letter- writing. Jon xsoN. It 
is now become ſo much the faſhion to publiſh 
letters, that in order to avoid it, I put as little 
into mine as I can. BoswELL..* Do you what 
you will, Sir, you cannot avoid it. Should you 
even write as ill as you can, your letters would 
be publiſhed as curioſities. 2 

| {t zo a 


i Behold a miracle! inſtead of wit 
© See two dull lines with Stanhope's pencil 


He gave us an entertaining account of Be- 
Flint, a woman of the town, who, with ſome 
eccentrick talents and much effrontery, forced 
herſelf upon his acquaintance. Bet (faid he) 
wrote her own life in verſe*; which ſhe brought 
to me, wiſhing that I would furniſh her with a 


preface to it (laughing). I uſed to fay of her, that 


ſhe was generally ſlut and drunkard—occafional- 
ly, whore and thief. She had, however, genteel 
lodgings, a fpinnet on which ſhe played, and a 
boy that walked before her chair. Poor Bet 


* Johnſon; whoſe memory was wonderfully retentive, 
remembered the firſt four lines of this curious production. 
which have been communicated to me by a young lady of 


his acquaintance : 


When firſt I drew my vital breath, 
© A little minikin I came upon earth; 
#* And then I came from a dark abode, 
Into this gay and gaudy world.” 
| Was 
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was taken up on a charge of ſtealing a counter- 1781. 
pane, and tried at the Old-Bailey. Chief Ju =——— 
tice ————; who loved a wench, ſummed Eat. 72. 
up favourably, and ſhe was acquitted. After 
which, Bet ſaid, with a gay and ſatisfied air, 
Now that the counterpane is my own, I ſhall 
make a petticoat of it.“ | e, e 

Talking of oratory, Mr. Wilkes deſcribed it 

as accompanied with all the charms of poetical 
expreſſion. IohNs ON. No, Sir; oratory is 
the power of beating down your adverſary's ar- 
guments, and putting better in their place.” 
| Says < But this does not move the paſſions.” 
 TonnsoN. © He muſt be a weak man who is to 
be ſo moved.” WILRES. (naming a celebrated 
orator) © Amndft all the brilliancy of — 78 
imagination, and the exuberance of his wit, 
there is a ſtrange want of taſte. It was obſerved 
of Apelles's Venus, that her fleſn ſeemed as if 
ſhe had been nouriſhed by roſes: his oratory 
would ſometimes make one ſuſpect that he eats 

toes and drinks whiſky.” DE; 

Mr. Wilkes obſerved, how tenacious we are 
of forms in this country, and gave us an inſtance, 
the vote of the Houſe of Commons for remit- 
ing money to pay the army in America in Portu- | 
gal pieces, when, in reality, the remittance is . 
made not in Portugal money but in our own ' 
ſpecie. JonnsoN. © Is there not a law, Sir, 
againſt exporting the current coin of the realm ?” 
WiILEkES. Yes, Sir: but might not the Houſe = 
of Commons, in cafe of real evident neeeſſity, 
order our - own current coin to be ſent into our 
 owncolonies?” Here Johnſon, with'that-quick- 

neſs of recollection which diſtinguiſhed him fo 
eminently, gave the Middleſex Patriot an admi- 
rable retort upon his own ground. © Sure, Sir, 

you don't think a rejo/uticn of the Houſe of Com- 

8 1 moans 
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1781. mons equal to the law of the land,” Wilks. 
(at once perceiving the application) © Gop for- 
A bid, Sir.“ To hear what had been treated with 
ſuch violence in The Falſe Alarm,“ now 
turned into pleaſant repartee, was extremely 
agreeable. Johnſon went on“ Locke obſerves 
well, that a prohibition to export the current 
coin is impolitick; for when the balance of 
trade happens to be againſt a ſtate, the current 
coin mu ſt be exported.” „ op Bogen: 
Mr. Beauclerk's great library was this ſeaſon 
- fold in London by auction. Mr. Wilkes ſaid, 
he wondered to find in it ſuch a numerous col- 
lection of ſermons, ſeeming to think it ſtrange 
that a gentleman of Mr. Beauclerk's character 
in the gay world, ſhould have choſen to have 
many compoſitions of that kind. JokxsON. 
© Why, Sir, you are to conſider, that ſermons MF 
make a conſiderable branch of Engliſh litera-- Mk 
ture; ſo that a library muſt be very imperfect if 
it has not a numerous collection of fſermons*: ! 


erregt 


* Mr. Wilkes probably did not know that there is in 
an Engliſh ſermon the moſt comprehenfive and lively ac- 
count of that entertaining faculty, for which he himſelf is 
o much admired. It is in Dr. Barrow's firſt volume, and 

fourteenth ſermon, ** Againſt fooliſh Talking and Fefting.” 

My old acquaintance, the late Corbyn Morris, in his in- 
genious Eflay on Wit, Humour, and Ridicule,” calls it 
« a profuſe deſcription of Wit;“ but I do not ſee how it 
could be curtailed, without leaving out ſome good circum- 
ſtances of diſcrimination. -. As it is not generally known, 
and may perhaps diſpoſe ſome to read ſermons, from which 
they may receive real advantage, while looking only for 
entertainment, I ſhall here quote it. AB Fes. 

But firſt (ſays the learned preacher) it may be demanded 
what the thing we ſpeak of is? Or what this facetiouſneſs 
(or wit, as he calls it before,) doth import? To which 

ueſtions I might reply, as Democritus did to him that aſked 
the definition of a man, Tis that which we all ſee and 
know. Any one better apprehends what it is by acquain- 

| dance, 


4 
) 
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and in all collections, Sir, the deſire of aug- 1781. 
menting it grows ſtronger in proportion to the REY 
advance in acquiſition ; as motion is accelerated“ * 
by the continuance of the impetus. Beſides, 
Sir, (looking at Mr. Wilkes with a placid but 
ſigniſicant ſmile,) a man may collect ſermons 
with intention of making himſelf better by them. 
I hope Mr. Beauclerk intended, that ſome time 
or other that ſhould be the caſe with him.“ 
Mr. Wilkes ſaid to me, loud enough for Dr. 
Johnſon to bear, Dr. Johnſon ſhould make 
me a preſent of his © Lives of the Poets,” as T 
am a poor patriot who cannot afford to buy 
them.” Johnſon ſeemed to take no notice of 
this hint ; but in a little while, he called _ _ 
, ; 2 ) 1 {| Ys 


tance, than I can inform him by deſcription. It is, indeed, 
a thing ſo verſatile and multiform, appearing in ſo many 
ſhapes, ſo many poſtures, ſo many garbs, ſo variouſly ap- 

| Fo . 

| prehended by ſeveral eyes and judgments, that it ſeemeth 

no leſs hard to ſettle a clear and certain notion thereof, than 
to make a portrait of Proteus, or to define the figure of the 
fleeting air. Sometimes it lieth in pat alluſion to a known 
ſtory, or in ſeaſonable application of a trivial faying, or 
in forging an appoſite tale: ſometimes 1t playeth in words 
and phraſes, taking advantage from the ambiguity of their 
ſenſe, or the affinity of their ſound: ſometimes it is wrap- 
ped in a dreſs of humourous expreſſion: ſometimes it lurketh 

under an odd fimilitude : ſometimes it is lodged in a fly 

ueſtion, in a, ſmart anſwer, in a quirkiſh reaſon, in a 
rewd intimation, in cunningly diverting or - cleverly re- 

terting an objection : ſometimes it is couched in a | 
ſcheme of ſpeech, in a tart irony, in a luſty hyperbole, in 
a ſtartling metaphor, in a plauſible reconciling ,of contra- 
dictions, or in acute nonſenſe : ſometimes a ſcenical repre- 
ſentation of perſons or things, a counterfeit ſpeech, a mi- 
mical look or geſture paſſeth for it: ſometimes an affected 
Emplicity, ſometimes a preſumptuous bluntneſs giveth it. 
being: ſometimes it riſeth only from a lucky hitting upon 
what is ſtrange, ſometimes from a crafty wreſting obvious 
matter to the purpoſe. Often it confiſteth. in one knows 

not what, and ſpringeth up one can hardly tell how. Its 
ways are unaccountable, and inexplicable ; being anſwer- 


able 
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1781. Dilly, 6 Pray, Sir, be ſo good as to ſend a ſet 


Etat 


— 


75. 


of my Lives to Mr. Wilkes, with my compli- 
ments. This was. accordingly done; and Mr. 


Wilkes paid Dr. Johnſon a viſt, was courteouſly 


received; and fate with him a long time. 
The company gradually dropped away. Mr. 


Dilly himſelf was called down ſtairs upon buſi- 


neſs; I left the room for ſome time; when I 
returned I was {truck with obſerving Dr. Samuel 
Johnſon and John Wilkes, Eſq. literally 7ete d 
tete; for they were reclined upon their chairs, 
with their heads leaning almoſt cloſe to each 
other, and talking earneſtly, in a kind of confi- 
dential whiſper, of the perſonal quarrel between 


George the Second and the King of Pruſſia. 


Such a ſcene of perfectly eaſy ſociality between 


able to the numberleſs/zovingi. of fancy,: and windings of 


language. It is, in ſhort, a manner of ſpeaking out of the 
fimple and plain way, (ſuch as reaſon teacheth and proveth 


things by,) which by a pretty ſurprizing uncouthneſs in . 


canceit or expreſſion, doth affect and-amuſe the fancy, ftir- 
ring in it ſome wonder, and breeding ſome delight thereto. 
It raiſeth admiration, as ſignifying a nimble ſagacity of 


apprehenſion, , a ſpecial felicity of invention, a vivacity of 


ſpirit, and reach of wit more than vulgar; it ſeeming to 


argue a rare quickneſs of parts, that one can fetch in remote 


conceits applicable; a notable ſkill, that he can dextrouſly 
Me be them to the purpoſe before him; together 
with a lively briſkneſs of humour, not apt to damp thoſe 
ſportful flaihes of imagination. (Whence in Ariſtotle ſuch 
perſons. are. termed dexterous men, and men of facile or 


verſatile manners, who can eaſily turn themſelves to all 


things,. or turn all things to themſelves.) - 8. 
It alſo procureth delight, by gratifying curioſity with its 
rareneſs, as. ſemblance of dicfealty : (as monſters, not for 
their beauty, but their rarity; as juggling tricks, not for 
their uſe, but their abſtruſeneſs, are beheld with pleaſure :) 
by diverting the mind from its road of ſerious thoughts; by 
inſtilling gaiety and airineſs of ſpirit ; by provoking to ſuch 


| Ions of ſpirit in way of emulation or complaiſance; 


by. ſeaſoning matters, otherwiſe diſtaſte ful or infipid, 
with an unuſual and thence gratetul tang.” - , - 


Lo 
- 


two 
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1 
two ſuch opponents in the war of political con- 2781. 
troverſy, as that which I now beheld, woul > 4 


have been an excellent ſubject for a picture. I 
preſented to my mind the happy days which are 
foretold in ſcripture, when the lion ſhall lye 
down with the kid“. | 

After this day, there was another pretty long 
interval, during which Dr. Johnſon and I did 
not meet. When I mentioned it to him with 
regret, he was pleaſed to ſay, © Then, Sir, let 
us live double.“ WET 
About this time it was much the faſhion for 
ſeveral ladies to have evening aſſemblies, where 
the fair ſex might participate in converſation 
with literary and ingenious men, animated by a 
defire to & for Theſe ſocieties were denomi- 
nated Blue. ſtoching Clubs, the origin of which 
title being little known, it may be worth while 
to relate it. One of the moſt eminent members 
of thoſe ſocieties, when they firſt commenced, 
was Mr. Stillingfleet, whoſe dreſs was remark- 
ably grave, and in particular it was obſerved, 
that be wore blue-ſtockings. Such was the ex- 
cellence of his converſation, that his abſence 
was felt as ſo great a loſs, that it uſed to be ſaid, 
e We can do nothing without the þ/ue-/tockimgs ; 
and thus by degrees the title was eſtabliſhed. 
Miſs Hannah More has admirably deſcribed a 
N Club, in her © Bas Bleu, a poem 
in which many of the perſons who were moſt 
conſpicuous there are mentioned. 

| * When I mentioned this to the biſhop of Killaloe, 
„With the goat, ſaid his Lordſhip. Such, however, is 
the engaging politeneſs and pleaſantry of Mr. Wilkes, 


andi ſuch the ſocial good humour of the Bithop, that when 


they dined together at Mr. Dilly's, where J alſo was, they 
were mutually agreeable. my | 
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+ 278t. Johnſon was prevailed with to come ſome. 
Etat. 7 ies 


2. 
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times into theſe circles, and did not think him. 
felf too grave even for the lively Miſs Monck. 
ton (now Counteſs of Corke) who uſed to have 


the fineft 77 of blue at the houſe of her mother, 


Lady Galway. Her vivaeity enchanted the 


ſage, ard they uſed to tall together with all 


imaginable eaſe. A ſingular inſtance happened 
one evening, when ſhe inſiſted that ſome of 
Sterne's writings were very pathetick. Johaſon 


have affected me.”— Why, - (faid | Johnſon, 


bluntly denied it. I am ſure, (ſaid The) they 


ſmiling, and rolling himſelf about) that is, be- 


cauſe, deareſt, you're a dunce.” When ſhe 


ſome time afterwards mentioned this to bim, 


hefard with equal truth and politeneſs, Ma- 


dam, if Thad thought fo, J certainly ſhould not 


Another evening Johnſon's kind indulgence 


towards me had a pretty difficult trial. I had 
dimmed at the Duke of Montroſe's, with a very 
agreeable party, and his Grace, aceording to 
his uſual cuſtom, had circulated the bottle very 


| — Lord Graham and I went together to 
0 


Mils Monckton's, where I certainly was in ex- 
traordinary ſpirits, and above all fear or awe. 
In the midſt of a great number of perſons of the 


Hirſt rank, amongſt whom I recollect with con- 


fuſion, a noble lady of the moſt ſtately deco- 
rum; I placed myſelf next to Johnſon, and 


thinking myſelf now fully his match, talked to 


him in a loud and boiſterous manner, deſirous 


to let the een know how I could contend 


him upon the value of the pleaſures of the ima- 


gination, and as an illuſtration of my argument, 


aſking him, © What, Sir, ſuppoſing I were to 


fancy that the (naming the moſt charming 


© Ducheſs 


particularly remember preſſing 
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Pucheſe in his Majeſty's dominions) were in 1981. 


love with me, ſhould I not be very happy? x 
My friend with much addreſs ev my inter- . 
rogatories,, and kept me as quiet as poſſible; 

but it may eaſily be conceived how he muſt have 

felt“. When a few days afterwards I waited 

upon him and made an apology, he behaved 

with the n e eulen, 55 


-OS Net 7 I endeavoured to give Ow had hap God 


de ik e turn 1 could, by che i verſes 


=” the or a 156 eee 


| NOT that with th' excellent Montroſe 
Iu had the happineſs to dine; 
Not that I late from table roſe, 
From: Graham s wit, from generous wine. 


It was not theſe alone which led 
| On ſacred manners to eneroach; 
And made me feel what moſt I dread, 
Joux 50N's juſt frown, and ſelf-reproach. 


But when I enter'd, not abaſh'd, 
From your bright eyes were ſhot much . 
At once intoxication flaſh th | 
And all my frame was in a blaze! 


But not a brilliant blaze 1 own, | 
Of che dull ſmoak I'm yet aſham'd; 
I was a dreary ruin grown, 


And not enlighten d though inflam- „ 


Victim at once to wine and love, 
I hope, Maria, you'll forgive; 

While invoke the powers above, 
That henceforth — wiſer lives 


The lady was generouſly forgiving, returned me an 


e anſwer, and I thus obtained an Ad of rs, 
care never to nd again. 


Ys. ma 


Etat. 72 


Pd 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


„ While T remained in London this year, John. 
fon and I dined together at ſeveral places. I 
recolle& a placid day at Dr. Butters's, who was 


now removed from Derby to Lower Groſvenor: 
ſtreet, London ; but of his converſation on that 
and other occaſions during this period, I ne- 
glected to keep any regular record, and ſhall 
therefore inſert here ſome miſcellaneous articles 
which I find in my Johnſonian notes. 


His diforderly habits, when making. pro- 


vifſion for the oy that was. paſſing over him,” 


appear from the following anecdote, communi- 
nicated to me by Mr. John Nichols: —“ In the 


year 1763, a young bookſeller, who was an ap- 


prentice to Mr. Whiſton, waited on him with 
a ſubſcription to his © Shakſpeare; and obſerv- 
ing that the Doctor made no entry in any book 
of the ſubſcriber's name, ventured diffidently to 
aſk, whether he would: pleaſe to have the gen- 
tleman's addreſs, that it might be properly in- 
ſerted in the printed liſt of ſubſeribers.— I hall 


print no lift of ſubſcribers} ſaid Johnſon, with 


great abruptneſs : but almoſt immediately re- 
collecting himſelf, added, very complacently, 
* Sir, I have two very cogent reaſons for not 
priating any liſt of ſubſcribers—one, that I have 
loſt all the names—the other, that I have ſpent 
all the money.” MD 
Johnſon could not brook appearing to be 


- worſted in argument, even when he had taken 


the wrong ſide, to ſhew the force and dexterity 
of his talents. . When, therefore, he perceived 
that his opponent gained ground, he had re- 


. courſe to ſome ſudden mode of robuſt ſophiſtry. 


Once when I-was preſſing upon him with viſible 
advantage, he ſtopped me thus: —“ My dear 
Boſwell, let's have no more of this; you'll 


make nothing of it. I'd rather bave you whiſtle 
a Scotch tune.” 1 1 


Care 


4 n AF * 
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Care, however, muſt be taken to diſtinguiſh 1781. 


between Johnſon when © talked for „„ e e 
Etat. 72. 


and Johnſon when he had no defire but to in- 
form and illuſtrate.—* One of Johnſon's prin- 
cipal talents (ſays an eminent friend) was ſhewn 
in maintaining the wrong fide of an argument, 


and in a fplendid perverſion of the truth. —If 


you could contrive to have his fair opinion on a 


ſubject, and without any bias from perſonal. 


prejudice, or from a wiſh to be victorious in ar- 
gument, it was wiſdom itſelf, not only convinc- 
ing, but overpowering.” | 

He had, however, all his life habituated him- 
felf to conſider converſation as a trial of intel- 
lectual vigour and ſkill; and to this, I think, 


we may venture to aſcribe that unexampled 


richneſs and brillianey which appeared in his 
own. As a proof at once of his eagerneſs for 
colloquial diſtinction, and his high notion of this 
eminent friend, he once addreſſed him thus: 
* —, we now have been ſeveral hours together; 
and you have ſaid but one thing for which I en- 
vied you,” | | 
He diſliked much all ſpeculative deſponding 
conſiderations, which tended to diſcourage men 
from diligence and exertion. He was 1n this like 
Dr. Shaw the great traveller, who Mr. Daines 


Barrington told me, uſed to ſay, I hate a cu 


bono man.“ Upon being aſked by a friend what 
he ſhould think of one who was apt to ſay, non 
eſt tant; That he's a ſtupid fellow, Sir. (an- 


wered Johnſon) What would theſe 7anti men 


be doing the while?“ When I, in a low-ſpi- 
rited fit, was talking to him with indifference 
of the purſuits which generally engage us in a 
courſe of action, and inquiring a reaſon for taking 
ſo much trouble; Sir, (ſaid he, in an animated 
tone, ) it is driving on the ſyſtem of life.” _ 

„„ | js He 
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15781. He told me, that he was glad chat I had, by 
1 Fd 5, General Oglethorpe's means, become acqualit- 


ed with Dr. Shebbeare. Indeed that gentleman, 


whatever objections were made to him, had 


knowledge and abilities much above the claſs of 
ordinary writers, and deſerves to be remember- 


ed as a reſpectable name in literature, were it 


only for his admirable © Letters on the Engliſh 
Nation,” under the name of © Battiſta Angelo- 


ni, of | 5 2850 
Johnſon and Shebbeare*, were frequently 


named together, as having in former reigns had 


no predilection for the family of Hanover. The 
authour of the celebrated Heroick Epiſtle to 


Sir William Chambers,“ introduces them in 


one line, in a liſt of thoſe who “ taſted the 


ſweets of his preſent. 1 reign,” Such 
was Johnſon's fair taſte of the merit of that ſa- 


» £©% 


tire, that he allowed Dr. Goldſmith, as he told 
me, to read it to him from beginning to end, 


and did not refuſe his praiſe to its execution. 


Goldſmith could ſometimes take adventurous 


Bberties with him, and eſcape unpuniſhed. 
Beauclerk told me that when Goldſmith talked 
of a project for having a third theatre in London, 
ſblely for the exhibition of new plays, in order 
to deliver authours from the ſuppoſed tyranny 
of managers, Johnſon treated it ſlightingly; 


upon which Goldſmith ſaid, Aye, aye; this 


may be nothing to you, who can now ſhelter 


yourſelf behind the corner of a penſion ;” and 


that Johnſon bore this with good-humour. 
Johnſon praiſed the Earl of Carliſle's poems, 

which his Lordſhip had publiſhed with his 

name, as not diſdaining to be a candidate for 


'* Trecolle&t a ludicrous paragraph in the newſpapers, 
that the King had penſioned a He-bear and a She-bear. 


literary 
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he deſerved to have 
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A fame. My friend was of opinion, that 1781. 


when a man of rank 1 that character, 
lowed,f In this I chink he was more liberal 


4 
25 


court to the Muſes. 111 


he diſeovers a jealouſy of the great paying their 


74 


Men of rank and forrune; however ſhould be pretty 


well aſſured of having a real claim to the approbatton, of 
the public as writers, before they venture to ſtand forth. 


Dryden in his Preface to * All for Love,” thus expreſſes 
himſelf: : LE NT pO SHED 

Men of pleaſant converſation (at leaſt eſteemed ſo) and 
endued with a trifling kind of tancy, perhaps: helped out. 
by a ſmattering of Latin, are ambiuous to diftinguith 
themſelves from the herd of gentlemen, by their poetry): 


* Rarus enim fermè ſenſus communis in illd 
FHortund.“ | | 


And is not this a wretched affectation, not to be contented 


with what fortune has done for them, and fit down quietly 
with their eſtates, but they muſt call their wits in queſtion, 
and needleſsly expoſe their nakedneſs to public view ? Not 


conſidering that they are not to expect the ſame approbation 
from ſober men, which they have found from their flatter- 
ers after the third bottle: If a little glittering in diſeourſe 


has paſſed them on us for witty men, where was the neceſ- 
ſity of undeceiving the world? Would a man who has an 
ill title to an eſtate, but yet is in poſſeſſion of it, would he 
briny it of his own accord to be tried at Weſtminſter? We 
who write, if we want the talents, yet have the excuſe that 
we do it for a poor ſubfiftence ; but what can be urged m 
their deſence, who not having the ' vocation of poverty to 
ſcribble, out of mere wantonnels take pains to make them- 
ſelves ridiculous? Horace was certainly in the right where 
he ſaid, © That no man is ſatisfied with his own condition.” 
A. Poet is not pleaſed, becauſe he is not rich: and the rich 
are diſcontented becauſe the poets will not admit them of 


£3 


their number. 
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Their arts, their magick powers, with ho. 
win e 


Eraltʒ but be thyſelf what they record.” | 


_- Johnſon had called twice on the Biſhop of 
Killaloe before his Lordſhip ſet out for Ireland, 

having miſſed him the firſt time. He ſaid, It 
would have hung heavy on my heart if 1 bad 


not ſeen him. No man ever paid more atten- 
tion to another than he has done to me“; and 1 
have neglected him, not wilfully, but from being 
otherwiſe occupied, Always, Sir, ſet a high 


value on ſpontaneous kindneſs, He, whoſe in- 
clination prompts him to cultivate your friend- 
ſhip of his own accord, will love you more than 
one whom you have been at pains to attach to 
you. 5 Ws. 


This gave me a very great pleaſure, for there had been 
once a pretty ſmart altercation between Dr. Barnard and 

im, upon a queſtion, whether a man could improve him- 
ſelf after the age of forty-five; when Johnſon in a haſty 
humour, expreſſed himſelf in a manner not quite civil. 
Dr. N madę it the ſubject of a copy of pleaſant 
verſes, in which he ſuppoſed himſelf to learn different per- 
ſections from different men. They concluded with delicate 


jrony 8 


faireft light park borrowid grace; 
From him I'll learn to write: 
Copy his clear familiar ſtyle, 
** And by the roughneſs of his file, 
„ Groy==like alte, 


Ikrow not if abnſan ever ſaw the Poem, but I had 
occaſion to find that as Dr. Barnard and he knew each 


1 unſon ſhall 3 meg how to place, 
8 


n 


Johnſon - 


1 


» 
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| Johnſon told me, that he was once much 1781. 


leaſed to find that a carpenter, who lived near Etat. 7% | 


im, was very ready to ſhew him ſome things 
in his buſineſs which he wiſhed to ſee, © It“ 


was paying (ſaid he) reſpeR to literature,” 
I aſked him jf he was not _diffatighed with 
having ſo ſmall a ſhare of wealth, and none of 


thoſe diſtinctions in the ſtate which are the ob- 
jeas of ambition. He had only a penſion of 
three hundred a year, Why was he not in ſuch 


eircumſtances as to keep his coach? Why had 


he not ſome conſiderable office? JohNsOoN 

*« Sir, I have never complained of the world; 
nor do I think that I have reaſon to complain. 
It is rather ta be wondered at that I have ſo 
much, My penſion is more out of the uſual 
cqurſe of things than any inſtance that I have 
known. Here, Sir, was a man avowedly no 
friend to the Government at the time, gets a. 
penſion without aſking for jt. I never courted 
the great; they ſent for me: but I think they 
now give me up. They are ſatisfied. They 
have ſeen enough of me,” Upon my obſerving 


that I could not believe this, for they muſt cer- 


tainly be highly pleaſed by his converſation; 


conſcious of his own ſuperiority, he anſwered, 


No, Sir; great lords and ladies don't like to 
have their mouths ſtopped,” This was very 
expreſſive of the effect which the force of his 


_ underſtanding and e of his fancy could 


not but produce ; and, to ſure, they muſt 
haye found themſelves ſtrangely diminiſhed in 
his company, When I warmly declared how 
happy I was at all times to hear him ;—* Yes, 
Sir, (ſaid he). But jf you were Lord Chancel- 
lor, it would not be ſo; you would then conſi- 
der your own dignity.“ 4 

There was much truth and knowledge of hu- 
man nature in this remark. But certainly, one 
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hfe a man who knew the value of the converſa- 


tion of Johnſon might be placed, though he 


might . prudehtly avoid a fituation in which he 
might appear leſſoned by ' compariſon ; yet he 
would frequently gratify himſelf in private with 
the participation of the rich intellectual enter- 
tainment which Johnſon could furniſn. Strange, 
however, it is, to conſider how few of the 


great fought his fbciety; ſo that if one were dif. 


poſed to take occaſion for fatire on that account, 
very conſpicuous objects preſent themſelves. 


His noble friend, Lord Ellibank, well obferved, 


that if a great man procured an interview with 
Johnſon, and did not with'to fee him more, it 
ſhewed a mere idle .curiofity, and a wretched 
want of reliſh for extraordinary powers of mind. 
Mrs. - Thrale juſtly and wittily accounted for 
ſuch conduct by faying, that Johnfon's conver- 
fation was by much too ftrong for a perſon ac- 
cuſtomed to obſequiouſneſs and flattery ; it was 
muſtard in a young child's mouth ! A 
One day, when I told him that J was a zeal- 
ous Tory, but not enough © according to know- 
ledge,” and ſhould be obliged to him for a 
reaſon,” he was ſo candid, and exprefſed him- 
ſelf ſo well, that J begged of him to repeat 
what he had ſaid, and I wrote down as follows: 


Of Tory and WnIC. 


A wiſe Tory and a wiſe Whig, I believe, 
will agree. Their principles are the ſame, 
though their modes of thinking are different.“ 
A high Tory makes Government unintelligible: 
it is loſt in the clouds. A violent Whig makes it 
impracticable: he is for allowing ſo much liberty 
to every man, that there is not power enough to 
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-govern any man. The prejudice of the Tory 1787. 
8 for eſtabliſhment : the prejudice of the Whig Z 
is for innovation. A Tory does not wiſh to give 28 
more real power to Government; but that Go- 
vernment ſhould have more reverence. Then 
they differ as to the Church. The Tory is not 
for giving more legal power to the Clergy, but 
wiſhes they ſhould have a conſiderable influence, 
founded on the opinion of mankind ; the Whig 
is for limiting and watching them with a narrow 
„„ 1 5 * 

On Saturday, June 2, I fet out for Scotland, 
and had engaged, as I fometimes did, to pay a 
viſit, in my way, at Southill, in Bedfordſhire, at 
the hoſpitable manſion of ſquire Dilly, the elder 
brother of my worthy friends the bookſellers in 
the Poultry. Dr. ＋ . agreed to be of the 

party this year, with Mr. Charles Dilly and me, 
and to go and ſee Lord Bute's ſeat at Luton Hoe. 

He talked little to us in the carriage, being 
chiefly occupied in reading Dr. Watſon's ſecond 
volume of © Chemical Effays,” which he liked 

very well, and his own © Prince of Abyffinia,” 
on which he ſeemed to be intenſely fixed ; hav- 

ing told us, that he had not looked at it ſince it 
was firſt publiſhed. I happened to take it out of 
my pocket to-day, and he feized upon it with 
avidity. He pointed out to me the following 
remarkable paſſage: —* By what means (ſaid the 
prince) are the Europeans thus powerful; or 
why, ſince they can ſo eafily viſit Afia and A fri- 
ca for trade or conqueſt, cannot the Aſiaticks 
and Africans invade their coaſts, plant colonies 
in their ports, and give laws to their natural 
princes ? The ſame wind that carries them back 
would bring us hither,” “ They are more pow- 
erful, Sir, than we, (anfwered [mlac,) becauſe 
they are wiſer. Knowledge will always pre- 
| | 1 dominate 


Lads. ths * 
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1781. dominate over ignorance, as man governs the 


\——>—> other animals. But why their knowledge is 


7% more than ours, I know not what reaſon can be 


Ent. 


* 


wen, but the unſearchable will of the Supreme 
ing.“ He ſaid, © This, Sir, no man can ex- 
plain other wiſe.“ BE . | 1 
We ſtopped at Welwyn, where I wiſhed 


much to ſee, in company with Dr. Johnſon, the 


reſidence of the authour of © Night Thoughts,” 
which was then poſſeſſed by his fon, Mr. Young. 
Here fome addreſs was requiſite, for I was not 
acquainted with Mr, Young, and had I propoſed 
to Dr, Johnſon that we ſhould fend to him, he 
would have checked my wiſh, and perhaps been 
offended. I therefore concerted. with Mr. 
Dilly, that I ſhould ſteal away from Dr. John- 
fou and him, and try what reception I could 

ocure from Mr. Young; if unfavourable, no- 

ing was to be ſaid; but if agreeable I ſhould 


E return and notify it to them. I haſtened to Mr. 


Young's, found he was at home, ſent in word 
that a gentleman deſired to wait upon him, and 
was ſhewn into a parlour, where he and a young 
lady, his daughter were fitting. He appeared 
to 1 a plain, civil, country gentleman; and 


when I begged pardon for preſuming to trouble 
him, but ſajd I wiſhed much to ſee his place, if 


he would give me leave; he behaved very 
courteouſly, and anſwered, * By all means, Sir; 
we are juſt going to drink tea; will you fit 
down er” TI thanked him, but ſaid, that Dr. 

ohnſon had come with me from London, and 

muſt return to the inn, and drink tea with him; 
that my name was Boſwell, I had travelled with 
him in the Hebrides. © Sir, (ſaid he) I ſhould 
think it a great honour to fee Dr. Johnſon here. 
Will you allow me to go fend for him?“ Avail- 
ing myſelf of this opening, I ſaid that © I would 


tl 
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Young, ſon of Dr. Young, the authour of Night 
Thoughts, whom I had juſt left, defired to 
have the honour of ſeeing him at the houſe 
where his father lived.“ Dr. Johnſon luckily 
made no inquiry how this invitation had ariſen, 


55 


but agreed to go, and when we entered Mr. 


Young's parlour, he addreſſed him with a very 
polite bow, Sir, I had a curioſity to come and 
ſee this place. I had the henour to know that 
great man, your father.“ We went into the 
garden, where we found a gravel-walk, on each 
fide of which was a row of trees, planted - 


Dr. Young, which formed a handſome Gothick 


arch; Dr. Johnſon called it a fine grove. I 
beheld it with reverence. Os | 
We fat ſome time in the ſummer-houſe, on 
the outſide wall of which was inſcribed, © Am- 
bulantes in horto audiebant vocem Dei.” And in 
reference to a brook by which it is ſituated, 
Vivendi rectè qui prorogat horam, &c.” I ſaid 


to Mr. Young, that I had been told his father . 


was cheerful. © Sir, (ſaid he) he was too well- 
bred a man not to be cheerful in company; but 
he was gloomy when alone. He never was 
cheerful aſter my mother's death, and he had 
met with many diſappointments.” Dr. Johnſon 
obſerved to me afterwards, ©* That this was no 


favourable account of Dr. Young ; for it is not 


becoming in a man to have ſo little acquieſcence 
in the ways of Providence, as to be gloomy be- 
cauſe he has not obtained as much preferment 
as he expected; nor to continue gloomy for the 
loſs of his wife. Grief has its time.” The laſt 
part of this cenſure was theoretically made. 

| Practically, 
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NET Pradically, we know that grief for. the loſs of 
z a wile: may be continued very long, in propor- 
7*tign as aflection has been Gucere. No man knew 


* than Dr. Jehnſen. 
e went into ws ehurch, i en 44 05 


| monument erected by Mr. Young, to his father. 


Mr. Young mentioned an anecdote; that his 


father had received ſeveral thouſand pounds of 


fabſcription-money for his Univerſal Paſſion, 


dut had loſt it in che South-ſea. . Dr. Johnſon 


thought this muſt be a miſtake; for he had nev- 
er ſeen a ſubſeription book. 

Upon the road we talked of e ian! 
of — wich which authours and bookſellers 


engage in the publication of literary works. 


Jonns0x. * My judgement I have found is no 
certam rule as to the fale of a book.” Bos- 


VIII. Pray, Sir, have you been much pla- 


gued with authours ſending you their works to 
reviſe? JonxsON. No, Sir; I have been 
thought. a ſour, ſurly fellow.”  BoswzLL. 
Very lucky, for you, Sir—in that reſpect.“ 
Imuff however obſerve, that notwithſtanding 
what he now ſaid, which he no doubt imagined 
at the time to be the fact, there was, perhaps, no 
man who more frequently yielded to the ſolici- 
tations even of very obſeure authours, to read 
their manuſeripts, or more liberally aſſiſted 
them with advice and correction. 

He found himſelf very happy at Mr. Dilly 6, 


Where there is always abundance of excellent 


fare and hearty weleome. 

On Sunday, June 3, we all went to Southill 
church which. 1s very near to Mr. Dilly's houſe. 
It being the firſt Sunday of the month, the holy 


ſacrament was ns, and I ſtaĩd to par- 


take of it. When I came afterwards into Dr. 
Johnſon's room, be ſaid, © You did right. to 
: ay 
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ſtay and receive the communion; I had not 
thought of it.” This ſeemed to imply that he 
did not chooſe. to approach the altar without a 
previous preparation, as to which good men en- 
tertain different opinions, ſome holding that it 
is irreverent to partake of that ordinance with- 
out confiderable premeditation ;- others, that 
whoever is a ſincere Chriſtian, and in a proper 
frame to diſcharge any other ritual duty of our 
religion, may, without ſcruple, diſcharge this 
moſt ſolemn one. A middle notion I believe 
to be the juſt one, which is, that eommunicants 
need not think a long train of preparatory forms 
indiſpenſibly neceſſary; but neither ſhould they 


> 
* 


raſhly and lightly venture upon ſo aweful and 


255 
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5 myſterious an inſtitution. Chriſtians muſt judge 


each for himſelf, what degree of retirement and 
ſelf. examination is neceflary upon each occa- 
ſion. 


Being in a frame, which, I hope for the fe- 


licity of human nature, many experience—in 


fine weather at the country houſe of a friend 


conſoled and elevated by pious exerciſes—1 


expreſſed myſelf with an unreſtrained fervour to 
my Guide, Philoſopher, and Friend; My 
dear Sir, I would fain be a good man; and I 
am very good now. I fear Gop, and honour 


the King, I wiſh to do no ill, and to be bene- 


volent to all mankind.“ He looked at me with 
a benignant indulgence; but took oceaſion to 


give me able and ſalutary caution. Do not, 


Sir, accuſtom yourſelf to truſt to impreſſions. 
There is a middle ſtate of mind between con- 


viction and hypocriſy, of which many are con- 


ſeious. By truſting to impreſſions, a man may 


gradually come to yield to them, and at length 


be ſubject to them, ſo as not to be a free agent, 
or what is the ſame thing in effect, to ſuppoſe that 
| "" Re 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


17781. he is not a free agent. A man who is in that 


ſtate, ſhould not be ſuffered to live; if he de- 


* 7%: Elares he cannot help acting in a particular way, 


- but is irreſiſtibly impelled, there can be no con- 
fidence in him no more than in a tyger. But, 
Sir, no man believes himſelf to be impelled ir- 
reſiſtibly; we know that he who ſays he believes 
it lies. Favourable impreſſions at particular 
moments, as to the ſtate of our ſouls, may be 
deceitful and dangerous. In general no man 
can be ſure of his acceptance with Gop; ſome, 
indeed, may have had it revealed to them. St. 
Paul, who wrought miracles, may have had a 
miracle wrought on himſelf, and may have had 
obtained ſupernatural aſſurance of pardon, and 
mercy, and beatitude; yet St. Paul, though he 
expreſſes ſtrong hope, alſo expreſſes fear, leſt 
having preached to others, he himſelf ſhould be 
a caſt- away? e 
I be opinion of a learned Biſhop of our ac. 
quaintance, as to there being merit in religious 
ith being mentioned.  Jounson. © Why. 
yes, Sir, the moſt licentious man, were hell 
open before him, would not take the moſt beau- 
tiful ſtrumpet to his arms. We muſt, as the 
apoſtle ſays, live by faith, not by ſight.“ 

I talked to him of original finF, in conſequence 
of the fall of man, and of the atonement made 


* Dr: Ogden, in his ſecond ſermon, * On the Articles of 
the Chriſtian Faith, with admirable acuteneſs thus addreſſes 
the oppoſers of that doctrine, which accounts for the con- 
' Fuſion, fin, and miſery, which we find in this life: © Tt 
would be ſevere in Gop, you think, to degrade us to ſuch 
- a {ad ftate, as this, for the offence of our firft parents; but 
you can allow him to place us in it, without any inducement. 
Are our calamities leſſened for not being aſcribed to Adam ? 
If your condition be unhapyy, is it not ſtill unhappy, what- 
ever was the occaſion? With the agravation of this reſlec- 
tion, that if it was as good as it was firſt defigned, there 
ſeems to be ſomewhat the leſs reaſon to look for its amend- 


ment. | 
by 


* 
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by our Savioux. After ſome converſation, 1781. 


” which he deſired me to remember, he at my re- 


ueſt dictated to me as follows: r 
„ WrTH reſpec to original fin, the inquiry is 


not neceſſary; for whatever is the cauſe of hu - 


man corruption, men are evidently and con- 


feſſedly ſo corrupt, that all the laws of heaven 
aud earth are inſufficient to reſtrain them from 


crimes. 5 | 
Whatever difficulty there may be in the 
conception of vicarious puniſhments, it is an 
opinion which has had poſſeſſion of mankind in 
all ages. There is no nation that has not uſed 


the practice of ſacrifices. Whoever, therefore, 


. demies the propriety of vicarious puniſhments, 


holds an opinion which the ſentiments and prac- 


tice of mankind; have contradicted, from the 
beginning of the world. The great ſacrifice for 
the ſins of mankind was offered at the death of 


the Mxss1aHm, who is called in ſeripture, Ihe 


Lamb of Gov, that taketh away the fins of the 


world.“ To judge of the reaſonableneſs of the 


_ ſcheme of redemption, it muſt be conſidered as 


- neceſſary to the government of the univerſe, that 
Go ſhould make known his perpetual and irre- 


concileable deteſtation of moral evil. He might 


indeed puniſh, and puniſh only the offenders: 


but as the end of puniſhment 1s not revenge of 
crimes, bur propagation of. virtue, it was more 


becoming the divine clemency to find another 


manner of proceeding, leſs deſtructive to man, 
and at leaſt equally powerful to promote good- 
neſs. The end of puniſhment is to reclaim arid 
warn. That puniſhment will both reclaim and 
warn, which ſhews evidently ſuch abhorrence 
of fin in Gop, as may deter us from it, or ſtrike 

o Wb 3% 
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ein dread of vengeance when we hive cen. 


— mitted it. This is effected by vicarious puniſh- 
ment. Nothing could more teſtify the oppoſi- 
tion between the nature of Gop and moral 
evil, or more amply diſplay his juſtice, to men 
and angels, to all orders and ſucceſſions of be- 
ings, than that it was neceſſary for the higheſt 
and pureſt nature, even for Divinity itſelf, 
to pacly the demands of vengeance, by a pain- 
ful death; of which the natural effect will be, 
that when juſtice is appeafed, there is a proper 
: place for the exerciſe of mercy ; arid that ſuch 
ropitiation ſhall ſupply, in ſome degree, the 
mperfe&tons of our obedience, and the ineffi- 
cacy of our repentance. For, obedience and 
repentance, ſuch as we can perform, are ſtill 
_ neceſſary. Our Saviour has told us, that he 
did not come to deſtroy the law, but to fulfil: 
_ to fulfil the typical law, by the performance of 
what thoſe types had foreſhewn; and the moral 
law by precepts of greater purity and higher 
exaltation.“ wh 2 55 
Here he faid, © Gop bleſs you with it.” I 
acknowledged myſelf much obliged to him; but I 
begged that he would go on as to the propitia- 
tion being the chief object of our moſt holy 
faith. He then dictated this one paragraph.) 
„ The peculiar doctrine of Chriſtianity is, 
that of an univerſal ſacrifice, and perpetual pro- 
pitiation. Other prophets only proclaimed the 
will and the threatenings of Gop. 'CurisT ſa- 
tisfied his juſtice.” | 
The Reverend Mr. Palmer, Fellow of Queen's 
College, Cambridge, dined with us. He ex- 
preſſed a wiſh that a better proviſion were 
made for pariſh clerks. Jounson. © Yes, 
Sir; a pariſh clerk ſhould be a man who is able 
to make a will, or write a letter for any body 
in the pariſh.” 


5 


I mentioned 
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I mentioned Lord Monboddo's notion thatthe 
ancient Egyptians, with all their learning, and all 
their arts, were not only black, but wooly-hair- 
ed. Mr. Palmer aſked how did it appear upon 
examining the mummies ? Dr. Johnſon approv- 
ed of this teſt. | 


Although upon moſt occaſions I never heard 


a more ftrenuous advocate for the advantages of 
wealth, than Dr. Johnſon ; he this day, I know 


not from what caprioe, took the other fide. I 
have not obſerved (ſaid he) that men of very 


large fortunes enjoy any thing extraordinary that 
makes happineſs. What has the Duke.of Bed- 
ford:? What has the Duke of Devonſhire ? The 
only great inftance that Ihave ever known of 
the enjoyment of wealth was, that of Jamaica 
Dawkins, who going to viſit Palmyra, and hear- 
ing that the way was infeſted by robbers, hired 
a troop of Turkiſh horſe to guard him.“ 

Dr. Gibbons, the Diſſenting miniſter, being 
mentioned, he ſaid, I took to Dr. Gibbons. 
And addreſſing himſelf to Mr. Charles Dilly, 
added, Iſhall be glad to ſee. him. Tell him, 
if he'll call-on me, and dawdle over a difh ot 


tea in the afternoon, I ſhall take it kind.“ 


The Reverend Mr. Smith, Vicar of South- 


ill, a very reſpectable man, with a very agreea- 


ble family, fent an invitation to us to drink tea. 


T remarked Dr. Johnſon's very formal politeneſs. 


Though always fond of changing the ſcene, 
he ſaid, © We muſt have Mr. Dilly's leave. We 
cannot go from ber houſe, Sir, without your 
permiſſion.“ We all went, and were well {a- 


tisfied with our viſit. I however remember 


nothing particular, except a nice diſtinction 
which Dr. Johnſon made with reſpect to the 
power of memory, maintaining that forgetful- 
neſs was à man's on fault. To remember 


U 2 MC - -- 
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and to recolle& (ſaid he) are different things.— 
A man has not the power to recollect what is not 
in his mind; but when a thing is in his mind he 


may remember it.“ The remark was occaſion- 


ed by my leaning back on a chair, which.a little 
before I had perceived to be broken, and plead- 
ing forgetfulneſs as an excuſe. © Sir, (ſaid he,) 


its being broken was certainly in your mind.” 


When I obſerved that a houſebreaker was in 


general very timorous. Jonnsox. © No won- 
f 8 


der, Sir; he is afraid of being ſhot getting into 


a houſe, or hanged when he has got out of it.” 


He told us, that he had in one day written 
fix ſheets of a tranſlation from the French; ad- 


ding, I ſhonld be glad to fee it now. I wiſh 


that I had copies of all the pamphlets written 
againſt me, as it is ſaid Pope had. Had I known 


that I ſhould make ſo much noiſe in the world, 


I ſhould have been at pains to collect them. I 
believe there is hardly a day in which there is 


not ſomething about me in the news-papers.” 
On Monday, June 4, we all went to Luton- 
Hoe, to ſee Lord Bute's magnificent ſeat, for 

- which I had obtained a ticket. As we entered 


the park, I talked in a high ſtyle of my old 
friendſhip with. Lord Mountſtuart, and ſaid, © I 
ſhall probably be much at this place.“ The 


Sage, aware of human viciſſitudes, gently 


checked me: © Don't you be too ſure of that.” 


He made two or three peculiar obſervations ; 
as when ſhewn the botanical garden, Is not 
every garden a botanical garden ?” When told 


that there was a ſhrubbery to the extent of ſe- 


veral miles ; © That is making a very fooliſh 


uſe of the ground; a little of it is very well.” 


When it was propoſed that we ſhould walk on 


the pleaſure ground; Don't let us fatigue our- 
ſelves. Why ſhould we walk there? Here's 


a fine 
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a fine tree, let's go to the top of it.“ But upon 1781. 


the whole, he was very much pleaſed. He 
ſaid, ** This is one of the places I do not regret 
having come to ſee.” It is a very ſtately palace, 
indeed; in the houſe magnificence is not facri- 
ficed to convenience, nor convenience to mag- 
nificence. The library is very ſplendid ; the 
dignity of the rooms is very great; and the 
quantity of pictures is beyond expectation, be- 
yond hop. 1 1 
It happened without any previous concert, 
that we viſited the ſeat of Lord Bute upon the 
King's birth-day ; we dined and drank his Ma- 
jeſty 's health at an inn, in the village of Luton. 
Ia the evening I put him in mind of his pro- 
miſe to favour me with the copy of his cele- 
brated Letter. to the Earl of Cheſterfield, and 
he was at laſt pleaſed to comply with this earneft 
requeſt, by dictating it to me from his memory; 
for he believed that he himſelf had no copy. —. 
There was an animated glow in his countenance 
while he thus recalled his high-minded indigna- 
tion. 8 ; 
"He laughed heartily at a ludicrous action in 
the Court of Seſſion, in which I was counſel. — 
The Society of Procurators, or Attornies, en- 
titled to practiſe in the infer iour Courts at Edin- 
burgh, had obtained a royal charter, in which 
they had taken care to have their ancient defig- 
nation of Procyrators changed into that of So/7- 
citors, from a notion, as they ſuppoſed, that it 
was more genteel ; and this new title they dil: 
played by a publick advertiſement for a General 
Meeting at their HALL. {1 
It has been ſaid, thatthe Scottith nation is not 
diſtinguiſhed for humour; and, indeed, what 
happened en this occaſion may in ſome degree 
juſtify the re mark: for although this ſectety had 
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contrived to make themſelves a very prominent 
object for the ridicule of ſuch as might ſtoop to 
it, the only joke that appeared was the follow. 
ing paragra b. ſent as a card to the news- paper 
called © The Caledonian Mercury: 5 
* A correſpondent informs us, that the Wor- 


ſhipful Society of Chaldeans, Cadies, or Running 


Siationers of this eity, are reſolved, in imita- 
tion, and encouraged by the ſingular ſucceſs of 
their brethren, of an equally reſpectable Society, 
to apply for a charter of their privileges, parti- 
cularly of the fole privileges of pRocuRrING, 
in the moſt extenſive ſenſe of the word, exclu- 
five of chairmen, porters, penny-poſt men, 
and other inferiour ranks; their brethren the 
R—Y—L S—LL—Rs, alias P—-c—Rs, before 


the 1nFERIOUR Courts of this City, always 


excepted, | 5 

« Should the Worſhipful Society be ſucceſs- 
ful, they are farther reſolved not to be puffed up 
thereby, but to demean themſelves with more 


equanimity and decency than their R--y--/, /earn- 


ed, and very.modeſ} brethren above mentioned 


| have done, upon their late dignification and 


exaltation,” 
A majority of the members of the ſociety 


proſecuted Mr. Robertſon, the publiſher of the 


paper, for damages; and the firſt 8 of 
the whole Court very wiſely diſmiſſed the action, 
Solventur riſu tabule, iu miſſus abibis. But a 
new trial or review was granted upon a petition, 
according to the forms in Scotland. This peti- 


tion I was engaged to anſwer, and Dr. Johnſon 


with great alacrity furniſhed to-night what fol- 
lows; 8 5 
All injury is either of the perſon, the for. 
tune, or the fame. Now, it is a certain thing, 
it is proverbially knowp, that a jeff breaks no 

N ES : bones. 
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lefs in the whole profeſſion fince this miſchiev- 


found in Blackſtone that to 2rr:zate is actionable. 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


bones. They never have gained half-a-crown 1781. 


ous paragraph has appeared: and, as to their 
reputation, What is their reputation but an in- 


ſtrument of getting money? If, therefore, they 
have loſt no money, the queſt ion upon reputa- 
tion may be anſwered by a very old poſition.— 


De minimis non curat Prætor. 
* Whether there was, or was not, an animus 


injuriandi, is not worth 1nquiring, if no injuria 


can be proved. But the truth is, there was no 
animus injuriandi, It was only an animus irrt- 
tand,*, which, happening to be exerciſed upon 


a genus irritable, produced unexpected violence 


of reſentment. 'Their irritability aroſe only 


from an opinion of their own importance, and 


their delight in their new exaltation. What 
might have been borne by a Procurator could 
not be borne by a Solicitor. Your Lordſhips 
well know, that honores mutant mores. Titles 
and dignities play ſtrongly upon the fancy. As 
a madman is apt to think himſelf grown ſud- 
denly great; ſo he that grows ſuddenly great is 
apt to borrow a little from the madman. To 
co-operate with their reſentment would be to 


promote their phrenzy ; nor is it poſſible to gueſs 


to what they might proceed, if to the new title 


of Solicitor, ſhould be added the elation of 


victory and triumph. 
« We conſider your Lordſhips as the pro- 


tectors of our rights, and the guardians of our 


virtues; but believe it not included in your high 
office, that you ſhould flatter our vices, or ſo- 
lace our vanity : and, as vanity only dictates 


M-. Robertſon altered this word to focand!, he having 


this 
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1781. this proſecution, it is humbly hoped your Lord- 


— 
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ſhips will diſmiſs it. | 4 

If every attempt, however light or ludi- 
crous, to leſſen another's reputation, is to be 
puniſhed by a judicial ſentence, what puniſh- 
ment can be ſuthciently ſevere for him who at- 
tempts to diminiſh the reputation of the Supreme 
Court of Juſtice, by reclaiming upon a clauſe 
already determined, without any change in the 
ſtate of the queſtion? Does it not imply hopes 
that the Judges will change their opinion? Is 
not uncertainty and inconſtancy in the higheſt 
degree diſreputable to a Court? Does it not ſup- 
pole, that the former judgement was temerari- 
ous or negligent? Does it not leflen the confi- 
dence of the publick ? Will it not be ſaid, that 
Tus eft aut incognitum, aut vagum ? and will not 
the conſequence be drawn, miſera eft ſervitus ? 
Will not the rules of action be obſcure ? Will 
not he who knows himſelf wrong to-day, hope 
that the courtsof juſtice will think him right to- 
morrow ? Surely, my Lords, theſe are attempts of 
dangeroustendency, which the Solicitors, as men 
verſed in the law, ſhould have foreſeen and 
avoided. It was natural for an ignorant printer 
to appeal from the Lord Ordinary ; but from 
lawyers, the deſcendants of lawyers, who have 


practiſed for three hundred years, and have 


now raiſed themſelves to a higher denomination, 
it might be expected, that they ſhould know 
the reverence due to a, judicial determination; 
and, having been once diſmiſſed, ſhould fit 
down in filence.” | | 


I am aſhamed to mention, that the Court, by 


a plurality of voices, without having a ſingle 
additional circumſtance before them, reverſed 
'their own judgement, made a ſerious matter of 
this dull and fooliſh joke, ard — 

Ar. 
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Mr. Robertſon to pay to the Society five pounds 1781. 
(ſterling money) and coſts of ſuit. The deci- Oo 
fion will ſeem ftrange to Engliſh lawyers. 7% 
On Tueſday, June 5, Johnſon was to return 
to London. He was very pleaſant at breakfaſt; 
I mentioned a friend of mine Eaving reſolved 
never to marry a pretty woman. JOHNSON.— 
Sir, it is a very fooliſh reſolution to reſolve 
not to marry a pretty woman. Beauty is of it- 
ſelf very eſtimable. No, Sir, I would prefer a 
pretty woman, unleſs there are objections to 
her. A pretty woman may be fooliſh ; a pretty 
woman may be wicked ; a pretty woman may 
not like me. But there is no ſuch danger in 
marrying a pretty woman as is apprehended ;— 
ſhe will nor be perſecuted if ſhe does not invite 
perſecution. A. pretty woman, if ſhe has a 
mind to be wicked, can find a readier way than 
another ; and that is all.” | 5 | 
I accompanied him in Mr. Dilly's chaiſe to 
Shefford, where talking of Lord Bute's never 
going to Scotland, he ſaid, As an Engliſhman, 
I ſhould wiſh all the Scotch gentlemen to be 
educated in England ; Scotland would become 
a province ; they would ſpend all their rents in 
England.” This is a ſubje&t of much conſe- 
quence, and much delicacy. The advantage 
of an Engliſh education is unqueſtionably very 
great to Scotch gentlemen of talents and ambi- 
tion; and regular viſits, and I ſhould think 
other means, might be effectually uſed to pre- 
vent them from being totally eitranged from 
their native country, any more than a Cumber- 
land or Northumberland gentleman, who has 
been educated in the South of England. I own, 
indeed, that it is no ſmall misfortune for Scotch 
gentlemen, who have neither talents nor ambi- 
tion, to be educated in England, where they 
| 7 may 
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may be perhaps diſtinguiſhed only by a nick- 
name, laviſh their fortune in giving expenfive 
entertainments to thoſe who laugh at them, and 
ſaunter about as mere idle inſignificant hangers 
on even upon the fooliſh great; when if they 
had been judiciouſſy brought up at home, they 
might have been comfortable and creditable 
members of ſociety. - - . 
At Shefford, I had another affectionate part- 
ing from my reverend friend, who was taken up 
by the Bedford coach, and carried to the metro- 
polis. I went with Meſſieurs Dilly, to ſee ſome 
friends at Bedford; dined with the officers of 
the militia of the county, and next day pro- 
ceeded on my journey. | 


To BEXXET LancToON, EV. 


«© DEAR SIR, 


« H O W welcome your account. of 
yourſelf and your invitation to your new houſe 
was to me, I need not tell you, who confi- 
der our friendſhip not only as formed by 


choice, but as matured by time. We have 


been now long enough acquainted to have ma- 
ny images in common; and, therefore to have 
2 ſource of converſation which neither the 
learning nor the wit of a new companion can 
ſupply. | 

My Lives are now publiſhed; and if you 
will tell me whither I ſhall fend them that they 
may come to you, I will take care that you ſhall 
not be without them. | | | 

« You will, perhaps, be glad to hear, that 


Mrs. Thrale is diſincumbered of her brew- 


houfe ; and that it ſeemed to the purchaſer ſo 


far from an evil, that he was content to give 


for it an hundred and thirty- five thouſand pounds. 


8 N mY Ea 
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* Pleaſe to make my reſpectful compliments 1782 
to Lady Rothes, and keep me in the memory 0 
all the little dear family, particularly pretty 7 1 
Mrs. Jane. I am, Sir, | | 14 
o our affectionate humble ſervant, 
OM Bolt-court, June 16, 1781. SAM. Jonns0N.” 


T Tuomas AsTLE, Eq. 


. 8 

| % I am aſhamed that you have been 
forced to call fo often for your books, but it has 
been by no fault on either fide. They have never 
been out of my hands, nor have I ever been at 
home without ſeeing you; for to ſee a man ſo 
{ſkilful in the antiquities of my country, is an 
opportunity of improvement not, willingly to 
be miſſed. „ | | 

e Your notes on Alfred“ appear to me very 
judicious and accurate, but there are too few. 
Many things familiar to you are unknovn to me, 
and to moſt others ; and you muſt not think too 
favourably of your readers ; by ſuppoſing them 
knowing, you will leave them ignorant. Mea- 
ſure of land, and value of money, it is of great 
importance toſtate with care. Had the Saxons - 
any gold coin ? „ 
© T have much curioſity after the manners 
and tranſactions of the middle ages, but have 
wanted either diligence or opportunity in both. 
You, Sir, have great opportunities, and I wiſh 
you both diligence and ſucceſs. 
J am, Sir, &c, x | 
* July 15, 25983. | Sam. JOUNSON.” 


The Will of King Alfred, alluded to in this letter, is 
now- printing from the original Saxon, in the library of 
Mr. Aſtle, at the expence of the Univerfity of Oxford.— 
I is not to be ſold, but it is to be diſtributed in preſents. 

| | 5 The 


** 
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1781. The following curious anecdote I inſert in 
| Biat. 74. Dr. Burney's own words. Dr. Burney related 


to Dr. Johnſon the partiality which his writings. 
had excited in a friend of Dr. Burney's, Mr. 


Bewtey, well known in Norfolk by the name of 
the Philoſopher of Maſſingham; who, from the 
Ramblers and Plan of his Dictiouary, and long 


before the authour's fame was eſtabliſhed by the 
Dictionary itſelf, or any other work, had con- 
ceived ſuch a reverence for him, that he urgent- 
ty begged Dr. Burney to give him the cover of 
the firſt letter he had received from him, as a re- 
lick of fo eſtimable a writer. This was in 1755. 
In 1760, when Dr. Burney viſited Dr. Johnſon 


at the Temple in London, where he bad then 


Chambers, he happened to arrive there before 


he was up; and being ſhewn into the room 


where he was to breakfaſt, finding himſelf alone, 
he examined the contents of the apartment, to 
try whether he could undiſcovered ſteal any 


thing to ſend to his friend Bewley, as another 
relick of the admirable Dr. Johnſon. But find- 


ing nothing better to his purpoſe, he cut ſome 


briſtles off his hearth-broom, and incloſed 
them in a letter to his country enthuſiaſt, who 
received them with due reverence. | The Doc- 
tor was ſo ſenſible of the honour done him by 


a man of genius and ſcience, to whom he was 
an utter ſtranger, that he ſaid to Dr. Burney, 


Sir, there is no man poſſeſſed of the ſmalleſt 


portion of modeſty, but muſt be flattered with 
the admiration of ſuch a man. T'll give him a 


fet of my Lives, if he will do me the honour” 


to accept of them.” In this he kept his word; 
and Dr. Burney had not only the pleaſure of gra- 


tifying his friend with, a preſent more worthy of 


his acceptance than the ſegment from the hearth, 
broom, but ſoon after of introducing him to Dr. 
| | Jonnſon 
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Johnſon himſelf in Bolt-court, with whom he 
had the ſatisfaction of converſing a conſidera- Fc. 
ble time, not a fortnight before his death; 


which happened in St. Martin's-ſtreet, - = 


ing his viſit to Dr. Burney, in the houſe where 
the great Sir Iſaac Newton bad lived and died 
before.“ 

In one of his little memorandum-books is the 
following minute: 

* Auguſt 9, 3 p. m. ztat. 72, in ths ſummer- 
houſe at Streatham. _ 

After innumerable Sete formed and 
neglected, I have retired hither, to plan a life 
of greater diligence,” in hope that I may yet be 
uſeful, and be daily better prepared to appear 
before my Creator and my Judge, from whoſe 
infinite mercy 1 n __ for e and 
ſupßpo rt. 

„My purpoſe is 

< To paſs eight hours every dap in come feri- 
ous employment. 

« Having prayed, I purpoſe to employ. the 
next fix weeks upon the Italian ene for 

ny ſettled ſtudy.” 

How venerably pious Joeh! he appear in theſe 
moments of ſolitude, and how ſpirited are his 
reſolutions for the improvement of his mind, 
even in elegant literature at a very advanced 
period of life, and when afflicted with many 
complaints. 

In autumn he went to Oxford, a 


4 


Lichfield, and Aſhbourne, for which very gocd 
reaſons might be given, in the conjeQtural yet 


_ poſitive manner of writers, who are proud to 
account for every event which they relate. He 
himſelf however ſays, © The motives of my 
Journey I hardly know; I omitted it laſt year, 


"Y We; 
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and am not willing to mifs it again*.” But 


> ſome: confiderations ariſe, amongft which 
Ma, de nd | 


1782, 


ly recollectionof Mr. Hector, furgeon, 
at Birmingham. Hector is likewiſe an old 
friend, the only companion of my childhood 
that paſſed through the ſchool with me. We 
have always loved one another; perhaps we 
may be made -better by fome ſerious converſa- 
tion, of which however I have no diſtinct 


He ſays too, At Lichfield, my native place, 


1 hope to ſhew a god example by frequent at- 


tendance on publick worſhip. 

My correſpondence with him during the reſt 
of this year was I know not why very ſcanty, 
and all on my ſide. I wrote him one letter to 
introduce Mr. Sindlair (now Sir John) the mem- 
ber for Caithneſs, to his acquaintance; and in- 
formed him in another, that my wife had again 
been affected with alarming ſymptoms of ill- 
neſs. £7 | 

In 1782, his laints encreaſed, and the 
hiſtory of his liſe g quo is little more 
than a mournful recital of the variations of his 
illneſs, in the midſt of which, however, it will 
appear from his letters, that the powers of his 


mind were in no degree impaired. 


To Jamxs BOS ELT, £/q. 
* Dear. Six, 


J SIT down to anſwer your letter on 
the ſame day which I received it, and am pleaſ- 
ed that my firſt letter of the year is to you. No 
man ought to be at eaſe while he knows himſelf 


* Prayers and Meditations, p. 201. 
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in the wrong ; and J have not. ſatisfied myſelf 2782. 


with my long filence. The letter relating to 
Mr. Sinclair, however was, I believe, never 
brought. 1 5 

My health has been tottering this laſt year; 
and I can give no very laudable account of my 
time. I am always hoping to do better than I 
have ever hitherto done. 

« My journey to Aſhbourne andStaffordfhire 
was not pleaſant; for what enjoyment has a 
fick man viſiting the fick ? Shall we ever have 
another frolick like our journeyto the -Hebrides ? 

I hope that dear Mrs. Bofwell will fur- 
mount her complaints; in loſing her you would 
loſe your anchor, and be toſt, without ſtability, 
by the waves of life“. I wiſh both her and you 
very many years, and very happy. 

« For ſome months paſt I have been ſo with- 
drawn-from the world, that I can fend you no- 
thing particular. All your friends, however, 
are well, and will be glad of your return 0 
London. I am, dear Sir, 21 

ours moſt affectionately, 

* January 5, 2782. Sam. JOHNSON.” 


At a time when he was leſs able than he had 
once been to ſuſtain a ſhock, he was ſuddenly 
deprived of Mr, Levett, which he thus com- 
municated to Dr. Lawrence: 


1 a | 

OUR old friend, Mr. Levett, who 
was laſt night eminently cheerful, died this 
morning. The man who lay in the fame room, 
hearing an uncommon noiſe, got up and tried to 


® The truth of this has been proved by ſad experience. 


make | 


Etat. 
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make him ſpeak, but without effect. He then 


> called Mr. Holder, the apothecary, who though 


25 when he came he thought him dead, opened a 
- vein, but could draw no blood. 'So has ended 
the long life of a very uſeful and very blameleſs 
man. I am, Sir, 
195 Tour moſt humble "TRY 
Jan. 17, 1782. Sam. Jounson.” 


"Ms one of his methoranduih-books i in my poſ- 
ſeſſion, is the following entry: January 20, 
Sunday. Robert Levett was buried in the 
_ church-yard of Bridewell, between one and 
two in the afternoon. He died on Thurſday 
17, about ſeven in the morning, by an inſtanta- 
- neous death. He was an old and faithful friend; 
I have known him from about 46. Covimendars 
May Gop have mercy | on him. May he have 
' mercy on me.” 


Such was Johnſon? s afeionate regard for 


Levett“, that he honoured his memory with 
the following verſes : 


« CONDEMND to Hope 8 Alndve mine, 
* As on we toll from day to day, 

«© By ſudden blaſt or flow decline, 
Our ſocial comforts drop aw 27. 


62 well tryd through many a varying year, 
« See LEVET to the grave deſcend ; 
6c Officious, innocent, ſincere, 
le £6: 4 friendleſs name the fiend, 


« Yet ſtill he fills Affection's eye, 
Obſcurely wife and coarſely kind; 
Nor, letter'd arrogancef, deny 

_ © Thepralſeto merit unrefin'd. 


* See an account of him in Gentleman' s Magazine,” 
Feb. 1785. 
+ In both editions of Sir John Hawkins's Life of Dr. 
Johnſon, letter d zgnorance,” is printed. 
„When 
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When fainting Nature call'd for aid, 


And hov'ring Death prepared the blow, Tut. 5g. 


His vigorous remedy diſplay'd 
“ The pow'r of art without the ſhow. 


In Miſery's darkeſt caverns known, 

« His ready help was ever nigh, 
Where hopeleſs Anguiſh pours his groan, 
* And lonely Want retir'd to die“. 


No ſummons mock'd by chill delay, 
„No petty gains diſdain'd by pride; 
The modeſt wants of ev'ry Go 
The toil of ev'ry day ſupply d. 


His virtues walk'd their narrow round, 
* Nor made a pauſe nor left a void; 


And ſure th' Eternal Maſter found 


“His fingle talent well employ'd. 


The buſy day, the peaceful night, 
« Unfelt, uncounted, glided by-; 


His frame was firm, his powers were bright, 


„ Though now his eightieth year was nigh. 


Then, with no throbs of fiery pain, 
No cold gradations of decay, 

Death broke at once the vital chain, 

* And freed his ſoul the neareſt way.“ 


In one of his regiſters of this year, there oc- 


curs the following curious paſſage : © Jan. 20. 


The miniſtry is diflolved, I prayed with Fran- 


* Johnſon repeated this line to me thus: 
« And Labour ſteals an hour to die.” 


But he aftery ards altered it to the preſent reading. 


Vor. III. X 


9 
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cis, and gave thanks*.” It has been the ſub- 
ject of diſcuſſion, whether there are two diſtin 
particulars mentioned here, or that we are to 
underſtand the giving of thanks to be in conſe- 
quence of the diſſolution of the miniſtry. In 


ſupport of the laſt of theſe conjectures, may be 


urged his mean opinion of that miniſtry, which 
has frequently appeared in the boars of this 
work; and it is ſtrongly confirmed by what he 
ſaid on the ſubje&t to Mr. Seward: “ I am 
glad the miniſtry is removed. Such a bunch of 
imbecility never diſgraced a country. If they 
ſent a meſſenger into the city to take up a printer, 


the meſſenger was taken up inſtead of the prin- 


ter, and committed by the fitting Alderman.— 
If they ſent one army to the relief of another, 
the firſt army was defeated and taken before the 
ſecond arrived. I will not fay that what they 


did was always wrong ; but it was always done 
at a wrong time.” 


To Mrs. STRAHAN. 


© Drar MAPDAM, 
| % MRS. WILLIAMS ſhewed me your 
kind letter. This little habitation 18 now but a 
melancholy place, clouded with the gloom of 
diſeaſe and death. Of the four inmates, one 
has been ſuddenly ſnatched away ; two are op- 
preſſed by a very afiiveand dangerous illneſs; 
and I tried yeſterday to gain ſome relief by a 
third bleeding, from a diſorder which has for 
ſome time diſtreſſed me, and I think myſelf to- 
day much better. | 
J am glad, dear Madam, to hear that you 
are ſo far recovered as to go to Bath. Let me 


* Prayers and Meditations, p. 209. 


Once 
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once more 1ntreat you to ſtay till your health is 
not only obtained but confirmed. Your fortune 
is ſuch as that no moderate expence deſerves 

our care; and you have a huſband who, I be- 
| wi does not regard it. Stay, therefore till 
you are quite well. I am, for my part, very 


309 
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much deſerted; but complaint is uſeleſs. I hope 


Gop will bleſs you, and I defire you to form 
the ſame wiſh for me. I am, dear Madam, 
« Your moſt humble ſervant, - 


Feb. 4, 1782. SAM. JOHNSON.” 


To EpmonD MarLons, EG. 


« Sir, 
I HA for many weeks been ſo much 
out of order, that I have gone out only in a 
coach to Mrs. Thrale's, where I can uſe all the 
freedom that ſickneſs requires. Do not, there- 


| fore, take it amiſs, that I am not with you and 


Dr. Farmer. Lhope hereafter to ſee you often. 
I am, Sir, 
« Your moſt humble ſervant, 
* Feb. 27, 1782. SAM. JOHNSON.” 


To the fame. 


« DE AR SIR, 
« I HOPE I grow better, and ſhall ſoon 
be able to enjoy the kindneſs of my friends. I 
think this wild adherence to Chatterton more un- 
accountable than the obſtinate defence of Oſſian. 
In Oſſian there is a national pride, which may be 
forgiven, though it cannot be applauded. In 
Chatterton there is nothing but the reſolution to 
ſay again what has once been ſaid. I am, Sir, 
* Your humble lervant, 
March 2, 1782. SAM. JOHNSON.” 


X Tleſe 


to 
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1782. Theſe ſhort letters ſhew the regard which Dr. 
al. z Johnſon entertained for Mr. Malone, who the 


more he is known is the more highly valued. It 
is much to be regretted: that Johnſon was pre- 
vented from tharing the elegant hoſpitality of 
that gentleman's table, at which he would in 
every reſpect have been fully gratified. Mr. 
Malone, who has ſo ably ſucceeded him as an 
editor of Shakſpeare, has, in his Preface, done 
great and juſt honour to Johnſon's memory. 


To Mrs. Lucy PoRTER, in Lichfeld. 


% DEAR Mapan, | 55 
II wznrT away from Lichfield ill, and 
have had a troubleſome time with my breath ; 
for ſome weeks I have been diſordered by a cold, 
of which I could not get the violence abated, 
till I had been let blood three times. TI have 
not, however, been ſo bad but that I could 
have written, and I am ſorry that I neglected 
it. | | 

My dwelling is but melancholy, both Wil- 
liams, and Deſmoulins, and myſelf are very 
ſickly; Frank is not well; and poor Levett died 


in his bed the other day, by a ſudden ſtroke; I 


ſuppoſed not one minute paſſed between health 
and death; ſo uncertam are human things. 
ce Such is the appearance of the world about 
me ; I hope your ſcenes are more cheerful. But 
whatever defals us, though it is wiſe to be ſerious, 
it is uſeleſs and fooliſh, and perhaps ſinful to be 
.gloomy. Let us, therefore, keep ourſelves as 
eaſy as we can ; though the loſs of friends will 
be felt, and poor Levett has been a faithful ad- 


herent for thirty years. 


Forgive me, my dear love, the omiſſion of 
writing; I hope to mend that and my other 
faults. Let me have your prayers. 

«* Make 
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Make my compliments to Mr, Cobb, and . 1782. 
Miſs Adey, and Mr. Pearſon, and the whole > 
company of my friends. I am, my dear, 73. 


« Your moſt humble ſervant, 
„London, March 2, 1782. SAM. JoansoN.” 


To the ſame. 


«© Dzar MA DAM, | 


C MY laſt was but a dull letter, aud I know 
not that this will be much more cheerful; I am 
however, willing to write, becauſe you are 
defirous to hear from me. 

« My diſorder has now began its ninth week, 
for it is not yet over. I was laſt Thurſday 
blooded for the fourth time, and have fince 
found myſelf much relieved, but I am, very 
tender and eaſily hurt; ſo that fince we parted 
I have had little comfort, but I hope that the 
ſpring will recover me; and that in the fummer 
I ſhall ſee Lichfield again, for I will not delay 
my viſit another year to the end of autumn.” 

« J have, by advertiſing, found poor Mr. 
Levett's brothers in Yorkſhire, who will take 
the little that he has left; it is but little, yet 
it will be welcome, for I believe they are of 
very low condition. | 

ce To be ſick, and to ſee nothing but ſickneſs 
and death, is but a gloomy ſtate, but I hope 
better times, even in this world will come, and 
whatever this world may with-hold or give, we 
ſhall be happy in a better ſtate. Pray for me, 
my dear Lucy, 

« Make my compliments to Mrs. Cobb, and 
Miſs Adey, and my old friend, Hetty Bailey, 


and 
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| 1782. and to all the Lichfield ladies. x: am, dear 


madam, 


« Yours, aſſectionately, 
HBolt- Court, Fleet-ſtreet, SAM. JOHNSON.” 
March 19, 1782. 


On the day on which this letter was written, 
he thus feelingly mentions his reſpected friend 


and phyſician, Dr. Lawrence: —“ Poor Law- 


rence has almoſt loſt the ſenſe of hearing; and 
I have loſt the converſation of a learned, intel. ' 


ligent, and communicative companion, and a 
friend whom long familiarity has much endear- 


ed. Lawrence is one of the beſt men whom J 


have known.—* Noftrum omnium miſera Deus*.” 
It was Dr. Johnſon's cuſtom when he wrote 
to Dr. Lawrence concerning his own health, to 
20 the Latin language. I have been favoured 
by Miſs Lawrence with one of theſe letters as a 
Semen, © = | 


T. LAWRENTIO, Medico S, 


* NOVUM frigus, nova tufſis, nova ſpiran- 
di difficultas, novam ſanguinis miſſionem ſuadent, 
quam tamen te inconſulio nolim fieri. Ad te venire 


vix poſſum, nec eſt cur ad me venias. Licere vel 


nom licere uno verbo dicendum eſt ; cetera mihi et 


Holdero f reliqueris. Si per te licet, imperatur 


nuncio Holderum ad me deducere. 
„Matis Calendis, 182. | 
« Poſiquam tu diſceſſeris quo me vertam | 2” 


Prayers and Meditations, p. 207. 

+ Mr. Holder, Dr. Johnſon's apothecary. 

| Soon after the above letter, Dr. Lawrence left London, 
but not before the palſy had made ſo Nu a progrels as to 


render him unable to write for himſelf. —The following are 


sxtracs from letters addreſſed to one of his daughters 5 
. 15 STS 3 3 6& ou 
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| 1782. 
To Captain Lax oro, in RochRSTZMA. F 
ES, . tat. 73, 
« DE AR SIR, 
1 is now long ſince we ſaw one ano- 

ther, and whatever has been the reaſon nei- 

ther you have written to me; nor I toyou. To 

let friendſhip die away by negligence and ſi- 

lence, is certainly not wife. It is voluntarily to f 

throw away one of the greateſt comforts of this 

weary pilgrimage, of which when it is, as it ; 


Lou will eafily believe with what gladneſs I read that 
you had heard once again that voice to which we have all | i 
ſo often delighted to attend. May you often hear it. If | 
we had his mind and his tongue, we could ſpare the reſt. 

«Tam not e but much better than when dear 
Dr. Lawrence held my pulſe the laſt time. Be ſo kind as | 
to let me know, from one little interval to another, the ſtate 
of his body. Iam pleaſed that he remembers me, and he pe 
that it never can be poſſible for me to forget him, Juy, 
22, 1782. | 

„J am much delighted even with the ſmall advances 
which dear Dr. Lawrence makes towards recovery. It we 
could have again but his mind, and his tongue in his mind, 
and his right hand, we ſhould not much lament the reſt. I 
ſhould not deſpair of helping the ſwelled hand by electricity, 
if it were frequently and diligently ſupplied. Tx 

Let me know from time to time whatever happens; 
and I hope I need not tell you, how much I am intereſted 
in every 5 Aug. 26, 1782.” | | 

Though the accounts with which you favoured me in 
your laſt letter could not give me the pleaſure that I withed, 
yet I was glad to receive it; for my afſection to my dear 
friend makes me defirous of knowing his ſtate, whatever 
it be. I beg, therefore, that you continue to let me know, 
from time to time, all that you obſerve. 

Many fits of ſevere illneſs have, for about three 
months paſt, forced my kind phyſician often upon my 
mind. I am now better, and hope gratitude, as well as 
diftreſs, can be a motive to remembrance. Bolt-court, 
Fleet-ſtreet, Feb. 4, 1783.” . 

* Mr. Langton being at this time on duty at Rocheſter, 1 
he is addreſſed by his military title. 


muſt 1 
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1782. muſt be, taken finally away, he that travels 
Tat. 75, on alone, will wonder how his eſteem could be 


ſo little. Do not forget me ; you ſee that I do 
not forget you. It 1s pleaſing in the filence of 
folitude to think, that there is one at leaſt, how- 
ever diſtant, of whoſe benevolence there is 
little doubt, and whom there 1s yet hope of 
ſeeing again. 50 | 

© Of my life, from the time we parted, the 


_ hiſtory is mournful. The ſpring of laſt year de- : 


prived me of Thrale, a man whoſe eye for fif. 
teen years had ſcarcely been turned upon me but 
with reſpect or tenderneſs; for ſuch another 
friend, the general courſe of human things will 


not ſurfer man to hope. I paſſed the ſummer at 


Streatham, but there was no Thrale ; and hav- 
ing 1dled away the ſummer with a weakly body 
and neglected mind, I made a journey to Staf- 
fordſhire on the edge of winter. The ſeaſon 
was dreary, I was ſickly, and found the friends 
ſickly, whom I went to ſee. After a ſorrowful 
ſojourn I returned to a habitation poſſeſſed for the 
preſent by two ſick women, where my dear old 
friend, Mr. Levett, to whom, as he uſed to tell - 
me, I owe your acquaintance, died a few weeks 


ago, ſuddenly in his bed; there paſſed not, I 
believe, a minute between health and death. 


At night, as at Mrs. Thrale's, I was muſing in 
my chamber, I thought with uncommon ear- 
neſtneſs, that however I might alter my mode 


of life, or whitherſoever I might remove, I 


would endeavour to retain Levett about me; in 
the morning my ſervant brought me word that 


Levett was called to another ftate, a ſtate for 


which, I think, he was not unprepared, for he 
was very uſeful to the poor. How much ſoever 


I valued him, I now with that I had valued him 
more. | 85 


« T have 


22 
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1 have myſelf been ill more than eight 
weeks of a diforder, from which at the expence 
of about fifty ounces of blood, I hope I am now 

recovering. | | 

« You, dear Sir, have, I hope, a more cheer- 
ful ſcene; you ſee George fond of his book, and 
the pretty miſſes airy and lively, with my own 
little Jenny equal to the beſt; and in whatever 
can contribute to your quiet or pleaſure, you 
have Lady Rothes ready to concur. May what- 
ever you enjoy. of good be encreaſed, and 
whatever you ſuffer of evil be diminiſhed. 


*1 am, dear Sir, your humble ſervant, 
« Bolt-Court, Fleet-ftreet, SAM. JounsoN.” 
March 20, 1783. 


To Mr. HRC rox, in Birminghan*. 


* DAR SIR, | | 
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I ors I do not very groſsly flatter my- 


ſelf to imagine that you and dear Mrs. Careleſs 
will be glad to hear ſome account of me. I 
performed the journey to London with ve 

little inconvenience, and came ſafe to my habi- 
tation, where I found nothing but ill-health, and, 
of confequence, very little cheerfulneſs. I then 
went to viſit a little way into the country, where I 


got a complaint by a cold which has hung eight 


weeks upon me, and from which I am, at the 
expence of fifty ounces of blood, not yet free. 
I am afraid I muſt once more owe my recovery 
to warm weather, which ſeems to make the ad- 
vances towards us. | | 

Such is my health, which will, I hope, 
ſoon grow better. In other reſpects I have no 


A part of this letter having been torn off, I have, from 
the evident meaning, ſupplied a few words and half words 

at the ends and beginnings of lines. 
2 reaſon 
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reaſon to complain. I know not that I have 
written any thing more 3 commended 
than the Lives of the Poets; and have found the 

world willing enough to careſs me, if my health 
had invited me to be in much company: but this 
ſeaſon I have been almoſt wholly employed in 


THE LIFE OF PR. JOHNSON. 


nurſing myſelf. | 


When ſummer comes I hope to ſee you 
again, and will not put off my viſit to the end 
of the year. I have lived fo long in London, 


that I did not remember the difference of ſea- 


ſons. 2 | 

<« Your health, when I ſaw you, was much 
improved. You will be prudent enough not to 
put it in danger. I hope, when we meet again, 
we ſhall all congratulate each other upon fair 
proſpects of longer life; though what are the 
pleaſures of the longeſt life, when placed in 
compariſon with a happy death? I am, dear 


Sir, yours moſt affectionately, 


London, March, 21, 1781. SAM. Jounson.” 


To the ſame. 
K Dx PR 81 oy | [Without a date, but * 


to be about this time. 


«THAT you and dear Mrs. Careleſs ſhould 


have care or curioſity about my health, gives 


me that pleaſure which every man feels from 
finding himſelf not forgotten. In age we feel 
again that love of our native place and our early 


friends, which in the buſtle or amuſements of 


middle life, were overborn and ſuſpended. 
You and I ſhould now naturally cling to one a- 
nother : we have outlived moſt of thoſe who 
could pretend to rival us in each other's kind- 
neſs. In our walk through life we have dropped 
our companions, and are now to pick up ſuch 

| e 
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as chance may. offer us, or to travel on alone. 
You, indeed, have a ſiſter, with whom you can 
divide the day : I have no natural friend left ; 
but Providence has been pleaſed to preſerve me 
from neglect ; I have not wanted ſuch allevia- 
tions of life as friendſhip could ſupply. My 
health has been, from my twentieth year, ſuch 
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as has ſeldom afforded me a ſingle day of eaſe; 
but it is at leaſt not worle : and I ſometimes 


make myſelf believe that it is better. My dif 
orders are, however, ſtill ſufficiently oppreſſive. 
I think of ſeeing Staffordihire again this 
autumn, and intend to find my way through 
Birmingham, where I hope to ſee you and dear 
Mrs. Careleſs well. I am, Sir, your affection- 
ate friend, 1 3 

SAM. JOHNSON.” 
I wrote to him at different dates; regretted 


that I could not come to London this ſpring, but 
hoped we ſhould meet ſomewhere in the ſum- 


mer; mentioned the ſtate of my affairs, and 


ſuggeſted hopes of ſome preferment ; informed 
him, that as The Beauties of Johnſon” had 
been publiſhed in London, ſome obſcure 
ſeribbler had publiſhed at Edinburgh, what he 
called © Deformities of Jobnſon.“ $5 


To IAuks BosWELL, Eſq. 


* Duan Sin, 


THE pleaſure which we uſed to receive 


from each other on Good-Friday and Eafter- 


day, we muſt be this year content to miſs. Let 


us, however, pray for each other, and hope to 
fee one another yet from time to time with 
mutual delight. My diſorder has been a cold, 
which impedes the organs of reſpiration, and 
kept me many weeks in a ſtate of great uneafi- 


nels, 
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neſs, but by repeated Ronny It is NOW re- 
lieved; and next to the recovery of Mrs. Boſ- 
well, I flatter myſelf, that you will rejoice at 
mine. 

What we ſhall do in the ſummer it is yet too 
early to conſider. You want to know what you 
mall do now; I do not think this time of buſtle 


and confuſion likely to produce any advantage to 


you. Every man has thoſe to reward and gra- 
tify who have contributed to his advancement. 
To come hither with ſuch expectations at the ex- 


pence of borrowed money, which, I find, you 


know not where to borrow, can hardly be con- 
fidered as prudent. I am ſorry to find, what 
your ſoli citation ſeems to imply, that you have 
already gone the whole length of your credit. 
This is to ſet the quiet of your whole life at 
hazard. If you anticipate your inheritance, 
you can at Jaſt inherit nothing ; all that you re- 
ceive muſt pay for the paſt. You muſt get a 
place, or pine m penury, with the empty name 
of a great eſtate. Poverty, my dear friend, is 
ſo great an evil, and pregnant with ſo much 
temptation, and fo much miſery, that I cannot 
but earneſtly enjoin you to avoid it. Live on 
what you have, live if you can on leſs ; do not 
borrow either for vanity or pleaſure ; the vanity 
will end in ſhame, and the pleaſure in regret ; 
ſtay therefore at home till you have ſaved mo- 
ney for your journey hither. 

*The Beauties of Johnſon' are ſaid to have 
got money to the colleQor ; if the © Deformi- 
ties? have the ſame ſucceſs, I ſhall be ſtill a more 
extenſive benefactor. | | 

“Make my compliments to Mrs. Boſwell, 
who is, I hope, reconciled to me; and to the 
young people, whom I never have offended. 


« You 
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<« You never told me the ſucceſs of y our plea gde. 


againſt the ſolicitors. g 
e am, dear Sir, your moſt affectionate 
„London, March 28, 1782. SAM. Jonnson.” 


Notwithſtanding his afflicted ſtate of body and 
mind this year, the following correſpondence af- 
fords a proof not only of his benevolence and 
conſcientious readineſs to relieve a good man 
from errour, but by his clothing one of the ſen- 


timents in his Rambler” in different language, 


not inferiour to that of the original, ſhews his 
extraordinary command of clear and forcible 
expreſſion. 
A clergyman at Bath wrote to him, that in 
The Morning Chronicle,” a paſlage in The 
Beauties of Johnſon,” article DA TH, had been 
pointed out as ſuppoſed by ſome readers to re- 
commend ſuicide, the words being, © To die is 
the fate of man; but to die with lingering an- 
guiſh is generally his folly ;” and reſpectfully 
ſuggeſting to him, that ſuch an erroneous notion 
of any ſentence in the writings of an acknow- 
ledged friend of religion and virtue, ſhould not 
paſs uncontradicted. | | | 
Johnfon thus anſwered the clergyman's letter: 


9. 


To the Rev. Mr. af Bath. 


<< Sr; 


BEING now in the country in a ſtate of 


recovery, as I hope, from a very oppreſſive diſ- 
order, I cannot neglect the acknowledgement 
of your Chriſttan letter. The book called 
* The Beauties of Johnſon,” is the production 


of I know not whom: I never ſaw it but by 


caſual inſpection, and conſidered myſelf as ut- 
terly diſengaged from 1ts conſequences. Of the 
paſſage 
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1782. paſſage you mention, I remember ſome notice 


— — I — — — 


in ſome paper; but knowing that it muſt be miſ- 
repreſented, I thought of it no more, nor do I 
know where to find it in my on books. I am 
accuſtomed to think little of news- papers; but 
an opinion ſo weighty and ſerious as yours has 

determined me to do, what I ſhould, without 
pour ſeaſonable admonition, have omitted; and 
| will direct my thought to be ſhewn in its true 
ſtate.* If I could find the paſſage, I would di- 
rect you to it. I ſuppoſe the tenour is this :— 
Acute diſeaſes are the immediate and inevita- 
ble ſtrokes of Heaven; but of them the pain is 
ſhort, and the concluſion ſpeedy : chronical dif- 
orders, by which we are ſuſpended 1a tedious 
torture between life and death, are commonly 
the effect of our own miſconduct and intempe- 
rance. To die, &c.— This, Sir, you lee, is all 
true, and all blameleſs. I hope, ſome time in 
the next week, to have all rectified. My health 
has been lately much ſhaken ; if you favour this 


* What follows appeared in the Morning Chronicle of 
May 29, 1782. A correſpondent having mentioned, in 
the Morning Chronicle of Dec. 12, the lait clauſe of the 
following paragraph, as ſeeming to favour ſuicide ; we are 
. requeſted to print the whole paſſage, that its true meaning 
_ appear, which 1s not to recommend ſuicide, but exer- 
ciſe. 

« Exerciſe cannot ſecure us from that diflolution to 
which we are decreed : but while the ſoul and body conti- 
nue united. it can make the aſſociation pleaſing, and give 
probable hopes that they ſhall be disjoined by an eaſy ſepa- 
ration. It was a principle among the ancients, that acute 
diſeaſes are from. Heaven, and chronical from ourſelves ; 
the dart of death, indeed, falls from Heaven, but we poi 
ſon it by our own miſconduct : to die is the fate of man; but 
to die with ln ering anguiſh is generally his folly.” 


with 
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with any anſwer, it will be a comfort to me to 1782. 


know that I have your prayers. ä 
I Etat. 73. 
„Mey 15, 17ꝶ3. Sax. JOHNSON.” 


This letter, as might be expected, had its 
full effect, and the clergyman acknowledged it 
in grateful and pious terms*. The following 
letters require no extracts from mine to intro- 
duce them: 


To JAMES BoswELL, E/q. 
< Duan Sin, ii | 
© THE earneſtnes and tenderneſs of your 

letter is ſuch, that E cannot think myſelf ſhew- 
ing it more reſpect than it claims by fitting down 
to anſwer it the day on which I received it. | 
This year has afflicted me with a very irk- 
ſome and ſevere diſorder. My reſpiration has 
been much impeded, and much blood has been 
taken away. Iam now harraſſed by a catarrhous 
cough, from which my purpoſe is to ſeek relief 
by change of air; and I am, therefore prepar- 
ing to go to Oxford. . | 

Whether I did right in diſſuading you from 
coming to London this ſpring, I will not deter- 
mine. You have not loſt much by miſting my 
company; I have ſcarcely been well for a ſingle 
week. I might have received comfort from 
your kindneſs ; but you would have ſeen me af- 
flicted, and, perhaps found me peeviih. What- 
ever might have been your pleaſure or mine, I 
know not how I could have honeſtly adviſed 
you to come hither with borrowed money. Do 
not accuſtom yourſelf to conſider debts only as 
an inconvenience : you find it a calamity. Po- 
verty takes away ſo many means of doing good, 

The correſpondence may be ſeen at length in the Gen- 
tlewan's Magazine, Feb. 1986. 4 

an 
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and produces ſo much inability to reſiſt evil, both 
natural and moral, that it is by all virtuous 
means to be avoided. Conſider a man whoſe 
fortune ts very narrow ; whatever be his rank 
by birth, or whatever his reputation by intel- 
lectual excellence, what good can he do? or what 
evil can he prevent? That he cannot help the 

needy 18 evident, he has nothing to ſpare. But, 


perhaps, his advice or admonition may be uſeful. 


His poverty will deſtroy his influence : man 
more caa find that he is poor, than that he 1s 
wiſe ; and few will reverence the underſtanding 
that 18 of fo little advantage to its owner. I ſay 
nothing of the perſonal wretchedneſs of a debtor, 
which, however, has paſſed into a proverb. 
Of riches, it is not neceſſary to write the praiſe. 
Let it, however, be remembered, that he who 
has money to ſpare, has it always in his power 
to benefit others; and of ſuch power a good 
man muſt always be defirous. | 
lam pleaſed with your account of Eaſter“. 
We ſhall meet, I hope, in autumn, both well 
and both cheerful ; and part each the better for 
the other's compauy. | 

* Make my compliments to Mrs. Boſwell, 


and to the young charmers. 


© | am, &c. | : 
* London, June 3, 1782. Sam. Joh xsox.“ 


To JAMES BOSWEIIL, Eſq. 


© DAR SIR, | ; 
« BEING uncertain whether I ſhould bave 
any call this autumn into the country, I did not 


* Which I celebrated in the Church-of-England chapel 
t Edinbu:gh, founded by Lord Chief Baron Smith, of 
rei pectable and pious memory. 8 


Um- 
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immediately” anſwer your kind letter. I have 
no call, but if you defire to meet me at Aſh- 
bourne, | believe I can come thither ; if you 
had rather come to London, I can ſtay at Streath- 
am; take your choice. Ye 

This year has been very heavy: From the 
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middle of January to the middle of June I was 


battered by one diſorder after another; I am 
now very much recovered, and hope ſtill to be 
better. What happineſs it is that Mrs. Boſwell 
has eſcaped. 5 | 
« My Lives“ are reprinting, and I have 
forgotten the authour of Gray's character“: write 
immediately, and it may be perhaps yet inſert- 
ed. 8 
Of London or Aſhbourne you have your 


free choice; at any place | ſhall be glad to ſee 


you. Iam, dear Sir, your, &c. 1 
Aug:. 24, 783. Sax. JOHNSON.” 
On the zoth of Auguſt, I informed him that 

my honoured father had died that morning; a 

complaint under which he long laboured, hav- 


ing ſuddenly come to a criſis, while | was upon 


a viſit at the ſeat of Sir Charles Preſton, from 
- whence J haſtened the day before, upon teceiy- 
ing a letter by expreſs. 


To Jamxs BosWELL, Eſq. 
MA \ | 

© DEAR SIR, TO. | 
« ] Have ſtruggled through this year with 
ſo much infirmity of body, and ſuch ſtrong im- 
preſſions of the fragility of life, that death, 
wherever it appears, fills me with melancholy; 
and I cannot hear without emotion, of the re- 
moval of any one, whom I have known, into 
another ſtate. 5 5 8 
The Rev. Mr. Temple, vicar of Ste Gluvias, Cornwall. 
Vor. III. > 6 it Your 
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chat could enable you to bear it; it was at a 
Etat. 73. mature age, and it was expected; and as his 
general life had been pious, his thoughts had 


doubtleſs for many years paſt been turned upon 
eternity. That you. did not find him ſenfible 
muſt doubtleſs grieve you; his diſpoſition to- 


wards you was undoubtedly that of a kind, 


though not of a fond father. Kindneſs, at leaſt 
actual, is in our power, but fondneſs is not; 
and if by negligence or imprudence you had ex- 
tinguiſhed his fondneſs, he could not at will re- 
kindle it. Nothing then remained between you 


but mutual forgiveneſs of each other's faults, 


and mutual deſire of each other's happineſs. 
*< | ſhall long to know his final diſpoſition of 

his fortune. d Pe £2 ae 
“ You, dear Sir, have now a new ſtation, and 

have therefore new cares, and new employ- 


ments. Life, as Cowley ſeems to ſay, ought to 
_ © reſemble. a well ordered poem; of which one 


rule generally received is, that the exordium 


ſhould be ſimple, and ſhould promiſe little. Be. 


gin your new courſe of hfe with the leaſt ſhow, 
and the leaft expence poflible ; you may at plea- 
ſure encreaſe both, but you cannot eafily dimi- 
niſh them. Do not think your eſtate your own, 
while any can call upon you for money which 
you cannot pay ; therefore, begin with timo- 
rous parſimony. Let it be your firſt care not 
to'be in any man's det. 

When the thoughts are extended to a future 


ſtate, the preſent life ſeems hardly worthy of all 


thoſe principles of conduct, and maxims of pru- 
dence, - which one generation of men has tranſ- 
mitted to another; but upon a cloſer view, 


when it is perceived how much evil is produced, 


and how much good is impeded by embarraſſ- 


ment 


THE LIFE OF" DR. JOHNSON. ..- "ma 


ment and diſtreſs, and how little room the ex- 1982. 
pedients of poverty leave for the exerciſe of "ISL 
virtue; its ſorrows manifeſt that the boundleſs * 
importance of the next life, enforces ſome at- 
tention to the intereſts of this. | 
ge kind to the old ſervants, and ſecure the 
kindneſs of the agents and factors; do not dif- 
guſt them by aſperity, or unwelcome gaiety, or 
apparent ſuſpicion. From them you muſt learn 
the real ſtate of your affairs, the characters of 
your tenants, and the value of your lands. 
Make my compliments to Mrs. Boſwell; I 
think her expectations from air and exetcife are 
the beſt that ſhe can form. | 
I forget whether I told you that Raſay has 
been here; we dined cheerfully together. I en- 
tertained lately a young gentleman from Cori- 
_ atachat. 3 | 7 | 
I received your letters only this morning. 
I am, dear Sir, yours, &c. np gy ths 
London, Sept. 7, 1782. Sam. JOHNSON.” 


la anſwer to my next letter, I received one 
from him, diſſuading me from haſtening to him 
as I had propoſed; what is proper for publica- 
tion is the following paragraph, equally juſt 
and tender: | | 0 
“One expence, however, I would not have 
you to ſpare *” let nothing be omitted that can 
preſerve Mrs. Boſwell, though it ſhould be ne- | | 
ceſfary to tranſplant her for a time into a fofter 
climate. She is the prop and ſtay of _ lifes: < 
oy much muſt your children fuffer by loſing 
dy 8 | 
My wife was now ſo much convinced of his 
ſincere friendſhip for me, and regard for her, 
that ſhe, without any ſuggeſtion on my part, 
wrote him a very polite and grateful letter. 5 | 
5 8 1 : Be *, 1 
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Dr. Jouxsox 10 Mrs. BoswELL. 


+ eee err, „ | 

„ I have not often received ſo much pleaſure 
as from your invitation to Auchinleck. The 
journey thither and back is, indeed, too great 
for che latter part of the year; but if my health 
were fully recovered, I would ſuffer no little 
heat and cold, nor a wet or a rough road to 
keep me from you. I am, indeed, not without 
hope of ſeeing Auchinleck again, but to make 
it a pleaſant place I muſt ſee its lady well, and 
briſk and airy. For my ſake, therefore, among 
many greater reaſons, take care, dear madam, 
of your health, ſpare no expence, and want no 
attendance that can procure eaſe, or preſerve it. 
Be very careful to keep your mind quiet; and 
do not think it too much to give an account of 
your recovery to madam, your, &. 

London, Sept. 9, 1782. SAM. JOHNSON.” 


To Jawzs BoswELL, EV. 


BITTY Wor)? {op ola 8 115 

« HAVING paſſed almoſt this whole year 
in a ſucceſſion of diſorders, I went in October 
to Brighthelmſton, whither I came in a ſtate of 
ſo much weakneſs, that I reſted four times in 
walking between the inn and the lodging. By 
phyſick and abſtinence I grew better, and am 
now reaſonably eaſy, though at a great diſtance 
from health. - I am afraid, however, that 
health begins, after ſeventy, and often long be- 
fore, to havea meaning different from that which 
it had at thirty. But it is culpable to murmur 
at the eſtabliſhed order of the creation, as it is 
vain to oppoſe it. He that lives muſt grow 
3 | | f old; 


* 
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old; and he that would rather grow old than' 1782. 
die, has God to thank for the infirmities N 


Age 1 25 | 
* At your long filence I am rather angry. 
You do not, fince now you are the head- of 
your houſe, think it worth your while to try 
whether you or your friend can live longer 
without writing, nor ſuſpect after ſo: many years 
of friendſhip, that when I do not write to 
you, I forget you. Put all ſuch uſeleſs jealoubes 
out of your head, and diſdain to regulate your 
own practice by the practice of another, or by 
any other principle than the defire of doing 
good. , | N 
2 Your ceconomy, I ſuppoſe, begins now to 
be ſettled ; your expences are adjuſted to your 
revenue, and all your pecple in their proper 
places. Reſolve not to be poor: whatever you 
have, ſpend leſs. Poverty is a great enemy to 
human happineſs, it certainly deſtroys liberty, 
and it makes ſome virtues impracticable, aud 
others extremely difficult. 
Let me know the hiſtory of your life, ſince 
your acceſſion to the eſtate. How many houles, 
how many cows how much land in your own 
band, and what bargains you make with your 
tenants. N ; 


* * * * * 

„Of my Lives cf the Poets, they have 
printed a new edition in octavo, I hear, of three 
thouſand. Did I give a ſet to Lord Hailes? if 
I did not, I will do it out of theſe. What did 
you make of all your copy ee 5 
e Mrs. Thrale and the three miſſes are now 
for the winter, in Argyll-ſtreet. Sir Joſhua 
Reynolds has been out of order, but is well 
again; 


tat. 75 
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1782. again; and I am, dear Sir, your affeRionate 


humble ſervant, | | * 
" London, Dec. 7, 1782. SAM, Johnson "a 


'To Dr. Samvzr JOHNSON. 


* Drxar SIR, Edinburgh, Dec. 50, 1782. 
„I was made happy by your kind letter, 
which gave us the agreeable. hopes of ſeeing 
you in Scotland again. 1 

J am much flattered by the concern you are 
pleaſed to take in my recovery. I am better, 
and hope to have it in my power to convince 

ou by my attention, of how much conſequence 
133 your health to the world and to myſelf. 
I é remain, Sir, with grateful reſpect, 
«Your obliged and obedient ſervant, 
© MarGaRET BoswELL.” 


The death of Mr. Thrale had made a very 
material alteration upon ' Johnſon, with reſpe& 
to his reception in that dere The manly au- 
thority of the huſband no longer curbed the 
lively exuberance of the lady; and as her vani- 
ty had been fully gratified, by having the Co- 
loſſus of Literature attached to her for many 
years, ſhe gradually became leſs aſſiduous to 
pleaſe him. Whether her attachment to him 
Vas already divided by another object, I am 
unable to aſcertain ; but it 1s plain that Johnſon's 
penetration was alive to her neglect or forced at- 
tention; for on the 6th of October this year, 
we find him making a parting uſe of the libra- 
'ry” at Streatham, and pronouncing a prayer, 
which he compoſed © On leaving Mr, Thrale's 
family“.“ e e LOTT. | 


Prayers and Meditations, p. 14. 


« Almighty 
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 -..* Almighty God, Father of all mercy, help 1782. 


"me by thy grace, that I may, with humble and 
fincere thankfulneſs, remember the comforts and 
conveniencies which I have enjoyed at this 
place; and that I may reſign them with holy 
ſubmiſſion, equally truſting iu thy protection 


when Thou giveſt, and when Thou takeſt away. 


Have mercy 0a me, O Loxp, have mercy 
upon me. | 

To thy fatherly protection, O Lox, I 
commend this family. Bleſs, guide, and de- 
tend them, that they may fo pals through this 


world, as finally to enjoy in thy preſence ever- 


laſting happineſs, for sus CRRISZ's ſake. 
„ FT 28 


One cannot read this prayer, without ſome 


emotions not very favourable to the lady whoſe 
conduct occaſioned it. „ 
In one of his memorandum books I find, 


Sunday. went to church at Streatham. Tempio 


valedixi cum oſculo“. Ml 
He met Mr. Philip Metcalfe often at Sir 


Joſhua Reynolds's, and other places, and was a 


good deal with him at Brighthelmſton this au- 
tumn, being pleaſed at once with his excellent 
table and animated converſation. Mr. Metcalfe 


ſhewed him great reſpect, and ſent him a note that 
he might have the uſe of his carriage whenever 


he pleaſed. Johnſon (3d Oct. 1782) returned 
this polite anf wer: Mr. Johnſon is very much 
obliged by the kind offer of the carriage ; but 
he has no defire of uſing Mr. Metcalfe's car- 


riage, except when he can have the pleaſure of 


Mr, Metcalfe's company.” Mr. Metcalfe could 
not but be highly pleaſed that his company was 
thus valued by ſohnſon, and he frequently at- 
tended him 1n airings. They alſo went together 


O01 


- 
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_ . 178% to Cirenceſter, and they viſited Petworth and 
> dc Cowdery, the venerable ſeat of the Lords Mon- 
Eb tacute. * Sir, (ſaid Johnſpn,) I ſhould like to 

ſtay here four-and-twenty hours, We ſee here 
how our anceftors lived. 
That his curiofity, however, was unabated, 
appears from two letters to Mr. John Nichols, 
of the 10th and 20th of October this year. In 
one he ſays, I have looked into your Anec- 
dotes, and you will hardly thank a lover of li- 
terary hiſtory for telling you, that he has been 
much informed and gratified. I wiſh you would 
add your own diſcoveries and intelligence to 
thoſe of Dr. Rawlinſon, and undertake the Sup- 
plement to Wood. Think of it,” In the other, 
I with, Sir, you could obtain ſome fuller in- 
formation of Jortin, Markland, and Thirlby. 
They were three contemporaries of great em- 
es $7) NESS 1 


To Sir JosHUA REYNOLDS. 


WE +- DAR SIR, | 5 

I HEARD yeſterday of your late diſorder, 
and ſhould think ill of myſelf if IJ had heard of 
it without alarm. I heard likewiſe of your re- 

covery, which I ſincerely wiſh to be complete 
and permanent. Your country has been in dan- 

ger of loſing one of its brighteſt ornaments, and 

I of loſing one of my oldeſt and kindeſt friends: 
but T hope you will ſtill live long for the honour 
of the nation ; and that more enjoyment of your 
elegance, your intelligence, and your benevo- 
lence, is ſtill preſerved for, dear Sir, oe 
Four moſt affectionate, &c. 


« hi" Fi Nov. 14, Sam. JohNso.“ 


k ? 


The 
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Ide Reverend Mr. Wilſon having dedicated 
to him his © Archeological DiQionary,” that 
mark of reſpect was thus acknowledged. 


To the Rev. Mr. Wirsox, Clitheroe, Lancaſhire. - 


„ REVEREND SIR, . 5 
THAT I have long omitted to return 
you thanks for the honour conferred on me by 


your Dedicaticn, I intreat you with great ear- 


neſtneſs not to conſider as more faulty than it is. 
A very importunate and oppreſſive diſorder has 
for ſome time debarred me from the pleaſures, 
and obſtructed me in the duties of life. The 
eſteem and kindneſs of wiſe and good men is one 
of the laſt pleaſures which I can be content to 
loſe ; and gratitude to thoſe from whom this 
pleaſure is received, is a duty of which I hope 
never to be reproached with the final neglect. 
I therefore now return you thanks for the notice 
which I have received from you; and which I 
conſider as giving to my name not only more 
bulk, but more weight ; not only extending its 
ſuperficies, but as increaſing its value. Your 
book was evidently wanted, and will, I hope, 
find its way into the ſchool, to which, however, 
I do not mean to confine it; for no man has ſo 
much ſkill in ancient rites and practices as not to 


want it. As I ſuppoſe myſelf to owe part of 


your kindneſs to my excellent friend, Dr. Patten, 
he has likewiſe a juſt claim to my acknowledge- 
ments, which I hope you, Sir, will tranſmit. 
There will ſoon appear a new edition of my 
Poetieal Biography; if you will accept of a 
copy to keep me in your mind, be pleaſed to let 
me know how it may be conveniently conveyed 
i ; — 10 


329 
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1782. to you. The preſent. is ſmall, but is given with 
good will by, Reverend Sir, your moſt, &ec. 
Ker 73" © Dec. 31, 1982 Sau. JOHNs0N.” 


1783. 


have enough before we have to ſpare. 


In 1783 he was more ſeverely afflicted than 
ever, as will appear in the courſe of his correſ- 
pondence ; bur ſtill the fame ardour for litera- 
ture, the ſame conſtant piety, the ſame kindneſs 
for his friends, and the fame vivacity, both in 
converſation and writing, diſtinguiſhed him. 

Having given Dr. Johnſon a full account of 
what I was doing at; Auchinleck, and particu- 
larly mentioned what I knew would pleaſe him, 
my having brought an old man of eighty-eight 
from a lonely cottage to a comfortable babita. 


tion within my encloſures, where he had good 


neighbours near to him, I received an anſwer in 


February, of which I extract what follows: 


Ee am delighted with your account of your 
activity at Auchinleck, and wiſh the old gentle- 
man, whom you have fo kindly removed, may 
live long to promote your proſperity by bis 
prayers. You have now a new character and 
new duties; think on them, and practiſe them. 
Make an impartial eſtimate of your reve. 
nue, and whatever it is, live upon leſs. Reſolve 
Name bea Frugality is not only the baſis 
of quiet, but of beneficence. No man can 
help others that wants help himſelf; we muſt 


Tam glad to find that Mrs. Boſwell grows 


* 


well; and hope that to keep her well, no care 


or eaution will be omitted. May you long live 


bappily together. 


in When you. come hither, Pray bring with 


tion in London,” 


you Baxter's Anacreon. I cannot get that edi- 


Le 
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On Friday March 21, having arrived in Lon- 
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don the night before, I was glad to find him at >>> 
Mrs. Thrale's houſe, in Argyll-ſtreet, appear- Tat. 74. 


ances of friendſhip between them being ſtill 
kept up. I was ſhewn into his room, and after 
the firſt ſalutation he ſaid, I am glad you are 
come. I am very ill.“ He looked pale, and 
was diſtreſſed with a difficulty of breathing. But 
he ſoon aſſumed his uſual ſtrong animated ſtyle 
of converſation. Seeing me now for the fi 
time as a Laird, or proprietor of land, he be- 


gan, © Sir, the ſuperiority of a country-gentle- - 


man over the people upon his eſtate is ve 
agreeable ; and he who ſays he does not feel it 


to be agreeable, lies: for it muſt be agreeable 


to have a caſual i pigs e thoſe who are 
by nature equal with us. Bosw ELL. © Yet, Sir, 
we ſee great proprietors of land who prefer liv- 
ing in London.” JoruxsoN. © Why, Sir, the 
_ pleaſure of living in London, the intellectual 
ſuperiority that is enjoyed there, may counter- 
balance the other. Befides, Sir, a man may 
prefer the ſtate of the country-gentleman upon 
the whole, and yet there may never be a mo- 
ment when he is willing to make the change to 
quit London for it.” He ſaid, © It is better to 
have five per cent. out of land than out of mo- 
ney, becauſe it is more ſecure ; but the readi- 


- nels of transference, and promptneſs of inte- 
reſt, make many people rather chooſe the funds. 


Nay, there is another diſadvantage belonging to 
land, compared with money. A man is not fo 
mueh afraid of being a hard creditor as of being 

a hard landlord.” BoswxsLL. © Becauſe there 
is a ſort of kindly connection between a land- 


lord and his tenants.” Jorysox. © No, Sir, 


many landlords with us never ſee their tenants. 
It is becauſe if a landlord drives away his te- 
8 nants, 


Pd 
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1783. nants, he may not get others; whereas the de- 
J mand for money is ſo great, it may always be 
n 1 VV 

He talked with regret and indignation of the 
factious oppoſition to government at this time, 
and imputed it, in a great meaſure to the Revo- 
lution. Sir, (ſaid he, in a low voice, having 
come nearer to me, while his old prejudices 

ſeemed to be fermenting in his mind,) this Ha- 

noverian family is ee here. They have no 
friends. Now the Stuarts had friends who ſtuck 
by them ſo late as 1745. When the right of 
the King is not reverenced, there will be no re- 

verence for thoſe appointed by the King.” | 

His obſervation that the preient royal family 
has no friends, has been too much juſtified by 
the very ungrateful behaviour of many who were 
under great obligations to his Majefty; at the 

fame time there are honourable exceptions ; and 
the very next year after this converſation, and 
i ever ſince, the King has had as extenſive and gene- 
| rous ſupport as ever was given to any monarch, 
fl and has had the ſatisfaction of knowing that he 
was more and more endeared to his people. 
, He repeated to me his verles on Mr. Levett, 
| with an emotion which gave them full effect ; 
and then he was pleaſed to ſay, You muſt be 
as much with me as you can. You have done 
me good. -You cannot think how much better 
Jam fince you came in.“ Pranks 
He ſent a meſſage to acquaint Mrs. Thrale that 
J was arrived. I had not ſeen her fince her 
huſband's death. She ſoon appeared, and fa- 
voured me with an invitation to ſtay to dinner, 
which I accepted. There was no other compa- 
ny but herſelf and three of her daughters, Dr. 
Johnſon, and 1. She too, ſaid ſhe was ver) 
glad I was come, for ſhe was going to Bath, an 
lj N 5 7 | ſhould 
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fore I came. Ibis ſeemed to be attentive and - 


kind, and I who had not been informed of any 
change, imagined all to be as well as formerly. 
He was little inclined to talk at dinner, and 
went to ſleep after it; but when he joined us in 


the drawing- room, he ſeemed revived, and was 


again himſelf. 


Talking of converſation,” he ſaid, © There : 


muſt, in the firſt place, be knowledge, there 
muſt be materials; — in the ſecond place, there 
muſt be a command of words ;—in the third 


lace, there muſt be imagination, to place things 
in ſuch views as they are not commonly ſeen in ;- 
and in the fourth place, there muſt be preſence 


of mind, and a reſolution that is not to be over- 


come by failures ; this laſt is an eſſential requi- 
ſite ; for want of it many people do not excel in 
converſation. Now I want it, I throw up the 
game upon loſing a trick.” I wondered to hear 


him talk thus of bimſelf, and ſaid, „ don't 
know, Sir, how this may be, but I am ſure you 


beat other people's cards out of their hands.” 


I doubt whether he heard this remark. While 
he went on talking triumphantly, I was fixed in 


admiration, and ſaid to Mrs. Thrale, O, for 


ſhort-hand to take this down.” “ You'll: carry 
it all in your head, (ſaid ſhe,) a long head is as 
good as ſhort-hand.” by Fans | 


© It has been obſerved and wondered at, that 


Mr. Charles Fox never talked with any free- 


dom in the preſence of Dr. Johnſon, though it 


is well known, and I myſelf can witneſs, that 
his converſation is various, fluent, and exceed- 
ingly agreeable. Johnſon's experience, how- 
ever, founded him in going on thus: Fox never 


talks in private company, not from any determi- 


nation not to talk, but becauſe he has not the 
bg | | firſt 


Stat. 74. 
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1783. fiſt motion. A man who is uſed tothe applauſe 
— of the Houſe of Commons, has no wifi for 
that of a private company. A man accuſtomed 


to throw for a thouſand pounds, if ſet down to 
throw for fixpence; would not be at the pains 


to count his dice. Burke's talk is the ebullition 


of his mind; he does not talk from a defire of 


diſtinction, but becauſe his mind is full.” 


He thus curiouſly characteriſed one of our 
old acquaintance : © e jg à good man, 
Sir; but he is a vain man, and a liar. He, 
however, only tells lies of vanity ; of victories, 
for inftance, iti converſation which never hap- 
pened. This alluded to 4 ſtory which I had 
repeated from that gentleman, to entertain John- 
fon with its wild bra vado: This Johnſon, Sir, 
(faid he,) whom you are all afraid of, will 
ſhriak if you eome cloſe to him in argument, 


and roar as loud as he. He once maintained the 
patadox, that there is no beauty but in utility. 


« Sir, (faid I,) what ſay you to the peacock's 
tail, which is one of the moſt beautiful objects 
in nature, but would have as much utility if its 
feathers were all of one colour.“ He fel! what 
J thus produced, and had recourſe to his uſual 
expedient, ridicule ; exclaiming, A peacock. 


Has: a tail, and a fox has a tail; and then he 


burſt out into a laugh. Well, Sir, (ſaid I, 
with a ſtrong voice, looking him full in the 


face) you have unkennelled your fox; purſue 


him if you dare.” He had not a word to ſay, 


Sir.“ Johnſon told me that this was a fiction 
from beginning to end.“ | 


After 


* Were I to inſert all the ſtories which have been told of 
eonteſts boldly maintained with him, imaginary victories 
obtained over him, of reducing him to filence, and of 
making him own that hi antagoniſts had the better of 3 | 
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After muſing for ſome time, he ſaid, „1 1983. _ 
wonder how I ſhould have any enemies; for I —— 
do harm to nobody“. BoOoSwREII. © In the 7+ 


firſt place, Sir, you will be pleaſed to recollect, 
that you ſet out with attacking the Scotch ; fo 
ou got a whole nation for your enemies.“ 


Johnson. Why I own, that by my defini- 


tion of oazs I meant to vex them. BoswxkL L. 
« Pray, Sir, can you trace the cauſe of your anti- 
pathy to the Scotch.” Joaxson. I can not, 
Sir.” JohxsOox. Then, Sir, old Mr. Sheri- 
dan has found out a very good reaſon.” 
| Surely the moſt obſtinate and ſulky nationali- 
ty, the moſt determined averſion to this great 
and good man, muſt be cured, when he is ſeen 
thus playing with one of his prejudices, of 
which he candidly admitted that he could not 
tell the reafon. It was, however, probably ow- 
ing to bis having had in his view the worſt part 
of the Scottiſh nation, the needy adventurers, 
many of whom he thought were advanced be- 
yond their merits, by means which he did not 


in argument, my volumes would ſwell to an immoderate fize. 
One inftance, I find, has circulated both in converſation 
and in print; that when he would not allow the Scotch 
writers to have merit, the late Dr. Roſe, of Chiſwick, 
afferted, that he could name one Scotch writer, who Dr. 
Johnſon himſelf would allow to have written better than 
any man of the : and upon Johnſon's aſking who it 
was, anſwered © Lord Bute, when he figned the warrant 
for your penſion.” Upon which Johnſon, firuck with the 
repartee, acknowledged this was true. When I mentioned 
it to Johnſon, *© Sir, [ſaid be,] if Roſe ſaid this, I never 
keard it. | 


* This reflection was very natural in a man of a eg 


heart, who was not conſcious of any ill -will to mankind, 


though the ſharp ſayings which were ſometimes produced 
by his diferimination and viraeity, and which he perhaps 
did not recollect, were; I am afraid, too often remembered 
with reſentment. | 5 8 


8 approve, 
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1783. approve... Had he in his early life been in Scot- 


Etat. 
gentſemen, who live rationally and hoſpitably 


— 


unfavourable and unjuſt notions of his fellow- 


land, and ſeen the worthy, ſenſible, independent 


at home, he never could have entertained fuck 
ſubjects. And accordingly we find, that when. 
he did viſit Scotland, in the latter period of his 
life, he was fully ſenſible of all that it deſerved, 
as Ihavq already pointed out, when ſpeaking of 
his“ Order g the Weſtern Iſlands““ 


* 8 


Next day, Saturday, March 22, I foun 1 


. \ 


fill at Mrs. Thrale's, but he told me that he 


was to go to his own houſe in the aſternoon. He 


was better, but I perceived that he was but an 


unruly patient, for Dr. Pepys, who viſited him, 
while I was with him ſaid, If you were fradi- 


able, Sir, I ſhould preſcribe ſor you.“ 


% 
* 


I related to him a remark which a reſpectable 
friend had made to me, upon the then ſtate of 
Government, when thoſe who had been long in 


oppoſition had attained to power, it was ſup- 


poſed againſt the inclination of the Sovereign. 


< You need not be uneaſy (ſaid this gentleman) 
about the King. He laughs at them all; he 
plays them one againſt another.” Jonunsox. 
« Don't think ſo, Sir. The King is as much 


| oppreſſed as a man can be. If he plays them 


one againſt another he ws nothing.” | 
I had paid a viſit to General Oglethorpe in 
the morning, and was told by him that Dr. 
Johnſon ſaw company on Saturday evenings, and 

e would meet me at Johnſon's, that night. — 
When I mentioned this to Johnſon, not doubt- 


ing that it would pleaſe him, as he had a great 


value for Oglethorpe, the fretfulneſs of his dif- 
eaſe unexpectedly ſhewed itfelf ; his anger ſud- 
denly kindled, and he ſaid, with vehemence— 
Did not you tell him not to come? Am I to 
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be hunted in this manner ?” I ſatisfied him that, 
I could! not divine that the viſit would not be = 
convenient, and that I once could 5 ot take 
6 — me of my own to far] id the 
neral. 5 
I found Dr. Johnſon i in the evening in Mrs 
| Wilkianis's s room, at tea and coffee with her * 
Mrs. Deſmoulins, who, were alſo both III; 
was a fad ſcene, and he was not ini a very 12205 
humour. He faid of a erformance that had 
ately come out, Sir, 9 p would feateh afl 
he mad-houſes in Englan you would not find 
ten men who would write 75 4 nd thiak it Tenſe.” 
I was glad when General ethorpe's ar- 
rival was announced; and 1 we left the ladies.- — 
Dr. Johnſon attended bim in the parlour, 
was as courteous as ever. The General faid he 
was buſy reading the writers of the middle age 
Johnſon ſaid they were very curious. Herr. 
THORPE. © The Houſe of Comment Ha Warp. 
ed the power of the nation's. money, and uſt 
: tyrannically. Government is now cartied on 
55 corrup! influence. inſtead of the inherent 
tint e King.” Joanson. « Sir, the want 
Hueber right in the King occaſſons all this 
Aden dende. What we did at the Revolution 
was neceſſary: but it broke our conſtit ion *.“ 
OaL,gTHORPE. * ane did YR, tink it 
neceſſary.” LET Tron. 


have, in my n Jaller l Tour 19th Wits 
fully expreſſed my ents upon this ſubject | 
volution was: won. Farrar but not ae org EL = | 
nw a long time blaſted E generous fee | 
d now 3 by the be at effect of time 511 | 
Royal Family: are eltabliche in our eden, 158115 ile 
is it to. revive by celebrations the memory of a ick 


it would ſurely have been: better that gur ee had 
7 * in 8 22 1 ED rf N Nun On 7 
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A. On Sunday, March 23, I breakfaſted with 
Tur — Dr. Johnſon, who ſeemed much reheved, hay. 
74; ing taken opium the night before. He however. 
proteſted agaioſt it, as a remedy that ſhould be 
given with the A er and bye 


at in rance, as is foon as a man of faſhion mar- 
ries, he takes an opera girl into keeping ; ;, and this 
mentioned as a general cuſtom.” Pray, Sir, 
(ſaid 9) bow. 1 opera girls may there be ?— 
He, a ut fourſcore. Well then, 
ir, Kn I.) yon * there can be no more than 
gore men of faſhion wilo can do this.“ 
M²rs. W made tea; and ſhe and 1 
talked. before him u 1 £55 a topick which he had 
once bore. patiently from me when we were by 
ourſelves—his not complaining of the world 
becauſe he was not called io ſome great office, 
nor had attained to great wealth. He flew into 
a violent paſſion, J confeſs with ſome juſtice, 
and commanded us to have done. © Nobody 
(aid he) has a right to talk in this manner, to 
before a man his own character, and the 
5 event of his life, when he does not chocſe it 
| 5 5 de done. I never have ſought the world; 
the world was not to ſeek me. It is rather 
wonderful that ſo much has been done for me. 
All the- complaints which are made of the world 
are — I never — a man of merit ne- 
glected. 
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gleted. It was generally by his own fault that 
he failed of ſucceſs. A man may hide his head 


in a hole. He may go into the country, and 


. publiſh a, book now and then, which nobody 


reads, and then complain he is neglected. There 
js no reaſon why any perſon ſhould exert himſelf 


fora man who has written a good book. He 


has not written it for any individual. I may as 


well make a preſent to the poſt- man who brings 


me a letter. When patronage was limited, an 
authour expected to find a Mecænas, and com- 


plained if he did not find one. Why ſhould he 


5 1783. | 
— 
Etat. 74. 


complain? This Mecænas has others as good as 
he, or others who have got the ſtart of him.“ 


my 


% 


BoswE&LL: *© But ſurely, Sir, you will. allow 


that there are many men of merit at the bar 
who never get practice.” JohN. Sir, you 
are ſure that practice is got from an opinion that 
the perſon employed deſerves it beſt; ſo that if 
a man of merit at the bar does not get practice, 


- it is from errour, not from injuſtice. He is not 


neglected. A horſe that is brought to market 


may not be bought, though he is a very good 
- horſe : but that is from ignorance, not from in- 
tene | 


There was in this diſcourſe much novelty, in- 


genuity, and diſcrimination, ſuch as is ſeldom to 
be found. Yet cannot help thinking that men 

of merit, who have no ſuccels in life, may be 
forgiven for lamenting, if they are not allowed 
to complain. They may conſider it as ard that their 


merit ſhould not have its ſuitable diſtinction. 


If there is no internal injuſt ice towards them on 
the part of the world, becauſe their merit has 
not been perceived, they, may repine againſt 


fortune, or Yate, or by whatever name they 


chooſe to call the ſuppoſed mythological power 
of Deſtiny. It has, however, occurred to me 
Ls 20s tc 28100 2 2 l ; | as 
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; 1783. as à confolatory'thought, that men of merit, 
Tes r ſhould e confider thus: How much Herder would 
tat. 54. it be if the ſame men bad both all the merit 
and all the proſperity? Would not this be « 
"miſerable diſtribution for the poor dunces k— 
Would men of merit exchange their intellectual 
perlority, and the emjoynients ariſing ſtom it, 

"for | SnterniA dictinction, and the pleaſures of 


wealth? Tf they would not, let them not envy 
: others, Who are poor where they are rich, a 


Lompeuſacſon which is made to them. Let 


them look inwards and be ſatisfied; recollecting 

Wich conſcious pride what Virgil finely ſays of 
"hs Corycius 'Senex, and which I have, in anv- 
Z "his . Path with truth and A. applied to 
utke : 


in Fegum ana, opes animis.” 


"da we. ſub —_ of the right eupleyment of 

Henlch, 'oBſerved, © A man cannot 
make a Wy uſe of his money, fo far as regards 
Society, if he does not hoard it. For if be 


either ſpends it or lends it out, Society has the | 
benefit. It is in general better to ſpend money 


chan to give it away ; for induſtry is more pro- 
225 8 9 ſpending money, tien by giving n 
Y man 050 ſpends his money 
2 het 18 olg \go6@ wich r dhe is not ſo five when 
de! res it away. A man Who ſpends ten thou- 
fand a year will uo more 00d than a man who 
ſpends two thoufand and gives awup eight.” 


In the eveviby T eme te im again. 'He was | 


rather fretful from bis illnefs. A gentleman 
aſked him, whether he had been abroad to- 
We Dont talk ſo 'childiſhly, (aid he)— 


1 ©} Lider to the People of Scotland agg Diner 
Seſſion. 1785 
You 


to diminiſh the Numberofte Lords 


r 8 . 
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You may as well aſk if I hanged myſelf to-day.” 
K mentioned politicks. Johnson. * Sir, Ta t e 
ſoon have a man break my bones as talk * __ 
me of publick affairs, internal or external. 1 
have lived to ſee things all as bad as they can 


Havin mentioned his fiend the ſecond nana 
Ke. he ſaid, Lord Southwell was the 

higheſt bred man without inſolence that I ever 
was in company with; the moſt gualzfied I ever 
faw. Lord Orrery was not dignified : Lord 
Cheſterfield was, but he was infoleat. Lord 
$#3#* .%###* is a man of coarle ma ners, but a 


man of abilities and information. I don't ſay 
be is a man I would ſet at the head of a nation, 


though perhaps he may be as good as the next 
Prime Miniſter that comes. But he is a man to 


be at the head of a Club; —I don't ſay our 
Crus; for there's no ſuch Club. BosWELL.— 


« But, Sir, was not he once a factious man?“ 


Jouxsox. O yes, Sir; as factious a fellow as 


could be found: one who was for ſinking us all 
into the mob.” BoswELILI. How then, Sir, 
did he get into favour with the King?” Joun- 
SON. © Becauſe, Sir, I ſuppoſe he promiſed the 


King to do whatever the King pleaſed.” 


He ſaid, © Goldſmith's blundering ſpeech to 
Lord Shelburne, which has been ſo often men- 
tioned, and which he really did make to him, 
was only a blunder in emphaſis :=f I wonder 
they ſhould call your Lordſhip Malagrida, for 
Malagrida was a very good man; — meant, I 
wonder they — ule Malagriua as a term of 
reproach.? 

— _ this time I had an opportunity of 

y means of one of his friends, a -proof 


| 15 4 * talents, as well as his obliging ſervice 


to authours, were ready as ever. He had re- 
Z | viſea 


1783. 


— 
ut. 74- 
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viſod © The Village,” an admirable poem, by 
the Reverend Mr. Crabbe. Its ſentiments as to 
the falſe notions of ruſtick happineſs and ruſtick 
virtue, were quite congenial with his own; and 
he had taken the trouble not only to ſuggeſt ſlight 
corrections and variations, but to furniſh ſome 
lines, when he thought he could give the writer's 


meaning better than in the words of the manu. 
ſcript*. | | | | 

On Sunday, March 30, I found him at home 
in the evening, and had the pleaſure to meet 


with Dr. Brockleſby, whoſe reading and know. 


ledge of life, and good ſpirits, ſupply him with 
a never-failing ſource of converſation. He men- 
tioned a reſpectable gentleman, who became 
extremely penurious near the cloſe of his life.— 
Johnſon ſaid there muſt have been a degree of 
madneſs about him. Not at all Sir, (ſaid 
Dr. Brockleſby,) his judgement was entire.“ 


* I ſhall gtve an inſtance, marking the original by Ro- 
man, and JAmſon's ſubſtitution in Italick characters: 


In fairer ſcenes, where peaceful pleaſures ſpring, 
« 'Tityrus, the pride of Mantuan — might ſing: 
«© But charm'd by him, or ſmitten with his views, 
Shall modern poets court the Mantuan muſe? 

* From Truth and Nature ſhall we widely ſtray, 
„Where Fancy leads, or Virgil led the way?“ 


66 Os —_ —— er 8 ber reign, 
66 * 17 Found t golden a e again be wp 
« Muſt 2 bards the 9 prolong, 
« Mechanick echos of the Mantuan ſong ? 
„% From Truth and Nature ſhall we all, ray, 

« Where Virgil, not where Funcy, leads t way. 


Here we find Johnſon's poetical and critical power: 
undiminiſhed. I muſt, however, abſerve, that the aids he 
ave to this poem, as to The Traveller“ and Deſerted 
Village” of Goldſmith, were ſo ſmall as by no means to 
impair the diinguiſhed merit of the authour. 
WHT Ss Valuckily, 
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Vnluckily, however, he mentioned that although 1783. : 


he had a ſortune of twenty-ſeven thouſand 
pounds, he denied himſelf many comforts, from 
an apprehenſion that he could not afford them. 
« Nay, Sir, (cried Johnſon,) when the judge- 
ment is ſo diſturbed that a man cannot count, 
that is pretty well.? * 

I ſhall here inſert a few of Johnſon's ſayings, 
without the formality of dates, as they have no 
reference to any particular time or place, _ 


* _< 'The more a man extends and varies his 


acquaintance the better.” This, however, was 
meant with a juſt reſtriction; for, he on another 
occaſion faid to me, Sir, a man may be ſo 
much of every thing, that he is nothing of any 
thing. | . 

"Railing the wages of day-labourers is 
wrong; for it does not make them live better, 
but only makes them idler, and idleneſs is a ve- 
ry bad thing for human nature.“ | 


It is a very good cuſtom to keep a journal 
for a man's own uſe ; he may write upon a card 


a day all that is 5 01 to be written, after he 
has had experience of life. At firſt there is a 
great deal to be written, becauſe there is a great 
deal of novelty. But when once a man has 
ſettled his opinions, there is ſeldom much to be 
ſet down.” 

© There is nothing wonderful in the journal 
which we ſee Swift kept in London, for it con- 


tains ſlight topicks, and it might ſoon be writ- 


I praiſed the accuracy of an account book of 
a private perſon whom I mentioned. JoHNSON. 
„Keeping accounts, Sir, is of no uſe when a 


man is ſpending his own money, and has nobo- 


dy to whom he is to account. You won't eat 


leſs beef to-day, becauſe you have written down 


—— 
Etat. 74. 
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1785. what it coſt yeſterday.” I mentioned a lady 
Lat. 74- 


7 


who thought as he did, ſo that ber huſband 
could not get her to keep an account of the ex- 
pa: of the family, as ſhe thought it enough 

hat ſhe never exceeded the ſum allowed her. 


N BK 4 


very fabulous; I mentioned Lo Al 
having ſaid to me, Suppoſe we believe one 
half of what he tells.“ Jotxson. © Aye; 
but we don't know which half to believe. By his 
lying we loſe not only our reverence for him, but 
all comfort in his converſation.” EOSWIII.— 
* May we not take it as amuſing fiction?“ Jonx- 
8ON. © Sir, the misfortune is, that you will ſen-” 
fibly believe as much of it as you inchne.” 88 | 
It is remarkable, that notwithſtanding their 
congenia lity in politicks, be never was acquainted 
with a late noble judge, whom I have heard 


ſpeak of him as a writer, with great reſpect.— 
Johnſon, I know not upon what degree of in- 
veſtigation, entertained no exalted opinion of 
his Lordſhip's intellectual character. Talking 
of him to me one day, he ſaid, It is aug 2 


Wahn + AS 4 e [| —” 8 - 


When! recalled 
upon Lochlomond, That if he wore any thing 
fine, it ſhould be very fine;” I obſerved that all 
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ful, Sir, with how little real ſuperiority of mind 
men can make an eminent figure in publick life,” 
He expreſſed himſelf to the ſame purpoſe con- 
cerning another law Lord, who, it ſeems, once 
took a fancy to aſſociate with the wits of Lon- 
don; but with fo little ſuccefs, that Foote ſaid, 
«©. What can he mean by coming among us? He 
is not only dull himſelf, but the cauſe of dullneſs 
in others.” Trying him by the teſt of his collo- 
quial powers, Johnſon had found him very de- 
fective. He once ſaid to Sir Joſhua Reynolds, 
« This man now has been ten years about town, 
and has made nothing of it;: meaning as a com- 
panion“. He ſaid to me, I never heard any 
thing from him in company that was at all ſtrik- 


ing; and depend upon it, Sir, it is when you 
come cloſe to a man in converſation, that you 


diſcover what his real abilities are; to make a 


ſpeech in a publick aſſembly is a knack. Now I 


345 


1783. 
Etat. 74. 


honour Thurlow, Sir; Thurlow is a fine fellow; 


he fairly puts his mind to yours.“ 


Aſter repeating to him ſome of his pointed 
 bvely ſayings, I faid, © It is a pity, Sir, you 


don't always remember your own good things, 
that you may have a laugh when you will.” — 
JounsoN. © Nay, Sir, it is better that I forget 


'them, that I may be reminded of them and have 
z laugh brought to oy recollection.” 
1 


s having ſaid as we ſailed 


* Knowing wx] as I do, what preciſion and elegance 


of oratory his Lordſhip can diſplay, I cannot but ſuſpect 
that his unfavourable appearance in a ſocial circle, which 
drew ſuch animadverſions upon him, muſt be owing to a 
cold affectation of conſequence, from being reſerved and 


ff. If it be ſo, and he might be an W man if he 
s his aim. 


would, we cqnnor be fore that he mille 1 
ls 
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1783. his thoughts were upona great ſcale. Jounsox, 
— < Depend upon it, Sir, every man will have as 
Mat. 74 fine a thing as he can get; as a large diamond 

for his ring.” BoswELL. © Pardon me, Sir; 
a man of a narrow mind will not think of it, a 
flight trinket will ſatisfy him. 


Nec ſufferre queat majoris pondera gemma.” | 


I told him I ſhould ſend him ſome © Effays” 
which I had written, which I hoped he would 
be ſo good as to read, and pick out the good 
ones. JoHNSON. * Nay, Sir, ſend me only the 
ood ones; don't make me pick them.” 
On Thurſday, April 10, I introduced to him, 
at his houſe in Bolt-court, the Honourable and 
Reverend William Stuart, ſon of the Earl of 
Bute ; a gentleman truly worthy ef being known 
to Johnſon, being, with all the advantages of 
high birth, learning, travel, and elegant. man- 
2 an exemplary pariſh prieſt in every re- 
"After ſome compliments on both ſides, the 
tour which Johnſon and I had made to the He- 
brides was mentioned. —JornsoN. I got an 
acquiſition of more ideas by it than by any 
thing that I remember. I ſaw quite a different 
ſyſtem of life.” BOSwW ELI. You' would not 
like to make the ſame journey again,” Joux- 
SON. © Why no, Sir; not the ſame: it is a tale 
told. Gravina, an Italian critick, obſerves, 
that every man deſires to ſee that of which he 
has read; but no man deſires to read an account 
of what he has ſeen. So much does deſcription 
fall ſhort of reality. Deſcription only excites 
curioſity : ſeeing ſatisfies it. Other people my 
go and fee the Hebrides.” BOS WELL. 
ſhould wiſh to go and ſee ſome country totall 
different from what I have been uſed to; ſuc 
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as Turkey, where religion and every thingelſe are 1783. 
different.” | JounsoN. © Yes, Sir; there are — 
two objects of curiofity—the Chriſtian world **** 74 
and the Mahometan world. All the reſt may | 
be conſidered as barbarous.” Boswsrs. © Pray, 
Sir, is the © Turkiſh Spy a genuine book?“ 
Jonxsox. © No, Sir. Mrs. Manley, in her 
ife, ſays, that her father wrote the-two firſt- - 
volumes. And in another book, Dunton's - 
Life and Errours, we find that the reſt was 
written by one Sault, at two guineas a meet, 
under the direction of Dr. Midgely.” - $5 
 BoswELL. © This has been a very factions _ 
reign, owing to the too great indulgence of go- 
vernment.“ JohNSON. I think fo, Sir.——. 
What at firſt was lenity, grew timidity. Yet 
this is reaſoning @ poſteriori, and may not be juſt. - 
Suppoſing a few had at firſt been puniſhed, I_ © 
believe faction would have been cruſhed ; but it 
might have been ſaid, that it was a ſanguinary | | 
reign, A man cannot tell 2 priori what will be | 
beſt for Government to do. This reign has ben 
very unfortunate. ' We have had an unſucceſs- ö 
ful war; but that does not prove that we have N 
been ill governed. One ſide or other muſt pre- | 
vail in war, as one or other muſt win at play.— | 
When we beat Louis, we were not better go- | 
verned; nor were the French better governed | 
when Louis beat us.” ; ar | 
On Saturday, April 12, I vifited him, in | 
company with Mr. Windham, of Norfolk, | 
whom, though a Whig, he highly valued. One | 
of the beſt things he ever ſaid was to this gen- [ 
tleman; who, before he ſet out for Ireland as | 
Secretary to Lord Northington, when Lord 
Lieutenant, expreſſed to the Sage ſome modeſt 
and virtuous doubts, whether he could bring 
bimſelf to practiſe thoſe arts which it is ſuppoſ- 


OO ON 


** 1 


ed 
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17% ed perſon i that Cation has pecaſign tom 
EN, © Don't be afrald, Br, (laid. Jokafbw, 


modes of life as very f E. 
He in particular recommended to us to expl/are 
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with a pleaſant ſmile,) you will ſoon make a ve. 
ry pretty Dear”. e e 
; He talked to- day A ood deal ofthe won de | 
extent and variety . London, and obſerved, 
that men of curious ee might ſee in it ſych 
ew could even imagine. 


Wapping, which we refolved to do, and certain- 
ly ſhall. . A CE EY 

Mr. Lowe the painter, who was with him, 
was very much diſtreſſed that a large picture 
which he had painted was refuſed to be receiv- 
ed into the exhibition of the Royal Academy, 
Mrs. Thrale knew Johnſon's character fo ſuperh- 
cially, as to repreſent him as unwilling to do 
ſmall acts of benevolence ; and mentions, in 

articular, that he would hardly take the trou- 
ble to write a letter in favour of his friends. — 


The truth, however, is, that he was remarkable, 


in an extraordinary degree, for what ſhe denies 
to him; and, above all, for this very fort of 
kindneſs, writlog letters for thoſe to wham his 
ſolicitations might be of fervice. He now gave 
Mr. Lowe the following, of which I was dili- 
gent enough, with his permiſſion, to take copies 
at the next coffee-houſe, while Mr. Windham 
was ſo good as to ſtay by me. 3 


To Sir Jos uA REYNOIps. 


« SIR, 


Mx. Low conſiders himſelf as eut 
off from all credit and all hope, by the rejection 
of his picture from the Exhibition. Upon this 
work he has exhauſted all his powers, and ſuſ- 
n FOE. pended. 
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pended all bis expectations: and certainly, to 1783. 


.- — an opportunity of taking the opinion > 


ele, is in itſelf -a very great hardſhip. — 


It Tis 10 condemned without 4 trial. 

HAI you could procure the revoeation of this 
| ah edict, you would deliver an un- 
happy tan from great affliction. The Council 
has ſometimes reverſed its-own determination; 
und I hope, that by your interpoſttion this luck- 
teſs picture may be got WINES.” Jam, &e. 

90 " BOY 15 6+ 8 75 Bax. Jonx5on.” 


7 1 Ar. Bank. 


4 Si nt 19 

E a Lende erclufcn gem the Ex- 
bibitioh gives him more trouble than you ard 

the other gentlemen of the Gauncil eould i ima- 


give or intend. He conſicders diſgrace and ruia 
a9 the meyitable conſequenee of ene an- 


natien. 
te ay that foine piQureohave been — 


after rejection; and if there be anyſuch precedent, 
4 earneſtly intreatthat youwilbute yout intereſt in 
his favour. Of his work, I dan ſay nothing: I 
pretend not to he à judge of — 3 and this 
TR I'neverſaw : but Ticonceive: it extreme- © 
1 ſhut out any man — . 


ſucceſs; and therefore: I repeat 


«requeſt 
that you will propoſe the reconſideratiomof Mr. 
:Lowe's-caſe;; Folk if there de any among the 


chuneil with whom my name can have 


weight, be pleaſed to communicate to them tbbe 


deſire of, Sir. 
F 1-6; Youth, 
"IN * Ow e en 7: 
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1783 Such interceſſion was too powerful to be re- 
| gent liſted, and Mr. Lowe's performance was admit- 
© 74 ted at Somerſet houſe. The ſubjeQ, as I recol- 
lea, was the Deluge, at that point of time 
when the water was verging to the top of the 
laſt uncovered mountain. Near, to the ſpot was 
ſeen the laſt of the antediluvian race, excluſive 
of thoſe who were ſaved in the ark of Noah. 
This was one of thoſe giants, then the inhabi- 
tants of the earth, who had ſtill ſtrength to 
ſwim, and with one of his hands held aloft bis 
infant child. Upon the remaining dry ſpot ap- 
peared a famiſhed lion, ready to ſpring at the 
child and devour it. Mr. Lowe told me that 
Johnſon ſaid to him, Sir, your picture 1 is noble 
and probable.. A compliment, indeed (ſaid 
Mr. Lowe, ) from a man who cannot cd and 
cannot be miſtaken.” ; Yo Demon %% $6 
About this — wrote to Mrs. Por . 
ter, mentioning his bad health, and that 
tended a viſit to Lichfield. © It is * he) 
| with no great expectation of Amedacmear 4 that L 
make every year a journey into the cou 
but it 1s pleaſant to viſit thoſe whoſe kindneſs has 
been often experienced.“ 
On April 18, (being Good-F riday,): I fon 
bin at breakfaſt in his uſual manner upon that 
day, drinking tea without milk, and eating a 
eroſs-· bun to prevent: faintneſs; we went to St. 
Clement's church, as formerly. When we came 
home from church he placed himſelf on one of 
the ſtone ſeats at his garden- door, and I took the 
other, and thus in the open air and in a placid 
frame, he talked away very eaſily. Jonxso. 
Were I a country gentleman, ſhould not be 
very ho pitable, 1: ſhould not have crowds in 
my houſe.” BoSWEII. Sir Alexander Dick 
me, that he remembers having a thouſand 


people 
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people in a year to dine at his houſe; that is 1785. | 


reckoning each perſon once each time that he 


„ 1 5 0 tart. 
dined there. JohNsOoN. That, Sir, is about 74 


| three a day.” BOSWEII. How your ftate- 

ment leſſens the idea.” JoansoN. © That, 
Sir, is the good of counting. It brings every 
thing to a certainty which before floated in the 
mind indefinitely.” BosweLL. © But Omne ig- 
notum pro magnifico eſt. One is ſorry to have 
this diminiſhed.” Johxsox. “ Sir, you ſhould 
not allow yourſelf to be delighted with errour.” 
BOSWEL IL.“ Three a day ſeem but few.” Joune 


SON. © Nay, Sir, he who entertains three a 


day does very liberally. And if there is a large 
family the poor entertain thoſe three, for they 
eat what the poor would get; there muſt be ſu- 


perfluous meat; it muſt be given to the poor, or 


thrown. out.” BoswszLL. I obſerve in Lon- 
don, that the poor go about and gather bones, 
which I underſtand are manufactured. Joh x- 
son. © Yes, Sir, they boil them, and extract a 

greaſe from them for greating wheels and other 
purpoſes. Of the beſt pieces they make a mock 
ivory, which is uſed for hafts to knives, and 
various other things. The coarſer pieces they 


burn and pound them, and ſell the aſhes.”— 


BoswsLL. © For what purpoſe, Sir ?” Ne 
soN. “ Why, Sir, for making a furnace for the 
chymiſts for melting iron. A paſte made of 
burnt bones will ſtand a ftranger heat than an 

thing elſe. Conſider, Sir, if you are to me 

iron, you cannot line your pot with braſs, be- 
cauſe it is ſofter than iron, and would melt ſoon- 


er; nor with iron, for though malleable iron 


is harder than caft iron, yet it would not do; 
but a paſte of burnt bones will not melt.“ 
BoswELL. © Do you know, Sir, I have diſco- 
vered a manufacture 


Cure to a great extent, of what 
; you 
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1783. you only piddle A ere and drying the cel 


Kat. 74-58 a prodigions quantity done, which they ſell 
to the diſtillers.“ JoHNSON. * Sir, I believe 
they make a higher thing out of them than a 
ſpirit; they make what is called orange- butter, 


of oranges. At a place in Newgate- ſtreet, there 


the oil of the orange inſpiſſated, which they 
mix perhaps with common pomatum, and make 
it fragrant. The oil does not fly off in the dry- 


walled gar- 


plenty of fuch fruit as ripen well in __ coun- 
try.” My friend, Pr. Madan, uf Treland, faid, 


ys OF never try to have a thing 
Fay 


TX 2. 


Thave 


ground that would let for forty ſhilling of muy 


— . £ es es wa at wr 


* Has Langton ho orchard ?” Joux SON. © No, 


ir?” JoHNSON. 


oui müſt have a gardener to take care of it. 
Bow ink. * But if I have a gardener at any 
rate.” JOHNSON. Why, yes.” BoswELL. 
ed have it near my houſe—there is no need 
to have it in the orchard.” JotxsoN. © Yes, 
I'd have it near my houſe—I would plant a 
great many currants ; the fruit is good, and they 
make a pretty ſweetmeat.” | 


record this minute detail, which ſome ma 


think triffing, in order to ſhew clearly how this 


great man, whoſe mind could graſp ſuch large 
and extenfive ſubjeQs as he has ſhewn in his li- 
terary Iabours, was yet well-informed in the 
common affairs of life, and loved to illiftrate 
them. 5 ; | 
Mr. Walker, the celebrated maſter of elocu- 
tion came, and then we went up ſtairs into the 
ſtudy. I aſked bim if he had taught many 
clergymen. JonxsoN. © I hope not.” Wan- 
KER, I have taught only one, and he is the beſt 
reader I ever heard, not by my teaching, but 
by his own natural talents.” JOHNSON. Were 

Vol. III. Aa he 


ä —ꝛ—— 
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1783. he the beſt reader in the world, I would not 


—— 


Etat. 74 


have it told that he was taught.“ Here was 
one of his peculiar prejudices. Could it be any 


diſadvantage to the clergyman, to have it known 
that he was taught an eaſyand graceful delivery? 


Bosw £LL. © Will you not allow, Sir, that a man 


may be taught to read well?” Jounson.— 
« Why, Sir, ſo far as to read better than he 
might do without being taught, yes. Formerly 
it was ſuppoſed that there was no difference in 
reading, but that one read as well as another.” 
BoSswELL. It is wonderful to ſee old Sheridan 


as enthuſiaſtick about oratory as ever.” W ar- 


KkK. © His enthuſiaſm as to what orator 

will do may be too great. But he reads well.” 
JonnsoN. He reads well, but he reads low; 
and you know it is much eaſier to read low than 
to read high; for when you read high you are 
much more limited, your loudeſt note can be 
but one, and ſo in proportion to loudneſs. Now 
ſome people have occaſion to ſpeak to an exten- 
five audience, and muſt ſpeak loud to be heard.” 


WalkER. The art is to read ſtrong, though 


low.” | 

Talking of the origin of language — Johx- 
$ON. © It muſt have come by inſpiration. A 
thouſand, nay a million of children could not in- 


vent a language. While the organs are pliable, 


there is.not underſtanding enough to form a lan- 
guage: by the time that there 1s underſtanding 
enough, the organs are become fiiff. We know 
that after a certain age we cannot learn to pro- 


nounce a new language. No foreigner, who 


comes to England when advanced in life, ever 
ronounces Engliſh tolerably well; at leaſt ſuch 
inſtances are very rare. When I maintain that 


language muſt have come by inſpiration, I do 


not mean that inſpiration is required for rheto- 
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rick, and all the beauties of language; for 1783. 


when once man has language, we can conceive 
that he may gradually form modifications of it. 
I mean only, that inſpiration ſeems to me to be 
neceſſary to give man the faculty of ſpeech ; to 


inform him that he may have ſpeech ; which 1 


think he could no more find out without inſpira- 
tion, than cows or hogs would think of ſuch a 
faculty.” WALKER. * Do you think, Sir, that 


| there are any perfect ſynonimes in any language.” 


JonxsON. Originally there was not; but by 
uſing words negligently, or in poetry, one word 


comes to be confounded with another.“ 


He talked of Dr. Dodd. *© A friend of mine 


(faid he) came to me and told me, that a lady 
wiſhed to have Dodd's picture in a bracelet, 


and aſked me for a motto. I ſaid, I could think 
of no better than Currat Lex. I was very wil- 
ling to have him pardoned, that is, to have the 


ſentence changed into tranſportation : but, when 
he was once hanged, I did not with he ſhould 


be made a faint.” ON 

Mrs. Burney, wife of his friend Dr. Burney, 
came in, and he ſeemed to be entertained with 
her converſation. | 

Garrick's funeral was talked of as extrava- 
gautly expenſive. Johnſon, from his diſlike to 
exaggeration, would not allow that it was diſ- 
tingutſhed by any extraordinary pomp. © Were 
there not fix horſes in each coach?“ ſaid Mrs. 
_ Joh xsoN. © Madam, there were no 
more {ix horſes than fix phcenixes.” 

Mrs. Burney wondered that ſome very beau- 
tiful new buildings ſhould be erected in Moor- 


fields, in fo ſhocking a ſituation as between 


Bedlam and St. Luke's Hoſpital ; and ſaid ſhe 
could not live there. JoannsoN. © Nay, Ma 
dam, you ſee nothing there to hurt you. You 

A a2 no 


1.56 
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by having windows 


>> that look to Bedlam, than you think of death 


Etat. 74: 
Ms. Buzney. © We may lock to a church. 

yard, Sir; for it is right that we ſhould be kept 

in mind of death.“ Jo HN SON. Nay, Madam, 


by having windows that look to a church- yard.“ 


if you go to that it is right that we ſhould be 
kept in mind of madnefs, which is occaſioned 
by too much indulgence of imagination. I think 
a very moral uſe may be made of theſe new 


buildings. T would have thoſe who have 


heated imaginations live there, and take 
warning.” Mrs. Burney. © But, Sir, ma- 
ny of the poor people that are mad have become 


ſo from diſeaſe, or from diſtreſſing events. It is, 
therefore, not their faults, but their misfor- 
tune; and, therefore, to think of them, is a 


melancholy conſideration.“ 0 
FPime paſſed on in converſation till it was too 
late for the ſervice of the church at three o clock. 
I took a walk, and left him alone for ſome time; 
then returned, and we had coffee and converſa- 
tion again by ourſelves. | 2 15 

I qſtated the character of a noble friend of 
mine, as a curious caſe for his opinion :—*<© He 
is the moſt inexplicable man to me that I ever 
knew. Can you explain him, Sir? He is, I 
believe, noble- minded, generous, and princely. 
But his moſt intimate friends may be ſeparated 
from him for years, without his ever aſking a 
queſtion concerning them. He will meet them 
with, a formality, a coldneſs, a ſtately indiffer- 
ence; but when they come cloſe to him, and 
fairly engage him in converſation, they find 
him as eaſy, pleaſant, and kind as they could 


wiſh. One then ſuppoſes that what is ſo agree- 


able will ſoon be renewed ; but ſtay away from 

him for -half a year, and he will nei- 

ther call on you, nor ſend to inquire about 
l you.” 


. 
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—Jonns0x. .* Why, Sir, I cannot aſcer- 1783. 
tain his character exactly, as I do not know "> - 


him; but I ſhould not like to have ſuch a man 
for my friend. He may love ſtudy; and wiſh: 
not to be interrupted by his friends; Amici 
fures temporis—.He may be a frivolous man, 


22 


' 


* 74. 


and be ſo much occupied with petty purſuits, 


that he may not want friends. Or he may have 


2 notion that there is a dignity in appearing in- 


different, while he in fact may not be more indif- 
ferent than another.” 1 | 

We weat to evening prayers at St. Clement's, 
at ſeven, and then parted. 

On Sunday, April 20, being Eafter-day, af- 
ter attending ſolemn ſervice at St. Paul's, I 
came to Dr. Johnſon, and found Mr. Lowe, the 
painter, fitting with him. Mr. Lowe mention- 


ed the great number of new buildings of late 


in London, yet that Dr. Johnſon had obſerved, 


that the number of inhabitants was not inereaſed. 
Jonxsox. Why, Sir, the bills of mortality 
prove that no more people die now than former- 
ly; ſoit is plain ro more live. Births are nothing, 
for not one tenth of the people of London are 
born there.” BoswEtLL. © I believe, Sir, a 
great many of the children bora in London die 
early.” JoansoN. © Why yes, Sir.“ Bos- 
WELL. © But thoſe who do hve are as ſtout 
and ſtrong people as any. Dr. Price ſays, they 
muſt be naturally ftronger to get through.“ 
JounsoN. That is ſyſtem, Sir. A great 


traveller obſerves, that it is ſaid there are no 


weak or deformed people among the Indians; 


but he with much 9 aſſigns the reaſon of 


this, which is, that the hardſhip of their life 
as hunters and fiſhers, does not allow weak or 
diſeaſed children to grow up. Now had I been 


an Indian I muſt have died early, my eyes would 
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1783. not have ſerved me to get food. I indeed now 


— 
Etat 


— could fiſh, give me Engliſh tackle ; but had I 
74. been an Indian I muſt have ftarved, or they 


would have knocked me on the head when they 


ſaw I could do nothing.” BOSwERLI. © Per- 


haps they would have taken care of you; we 
are told they are fond of oratory, you would 


have talked to them.” 'Joaxsox. © Nay, Sir, 


I ſhould not have hved long enough to be fit to 
talk; I ſhould have been dead before I was ten 
ears old. Depend upon it, Sir, a ſavage when 
je is hungry will not _ about with him a 
looby of nine years. old, who cannot help him 
ſelf. They have no affection, Sir.“ BoSW ELI. 
] believe natural affection of which we hear 


ſo much, is very ſmall.” Jounson. “ Sir, 
natural affection is nothing. Fut affection from 


principle and eſtabliſned duty is ſometimes won- 
derfully ſtrong.” LOwW E. A hen, Sir, will 
feed her chickens in preference to herſelf,” — 


| bee NSON. © Put we don't know that the hen is 


ungry ; let the hen be _— hungry, and Tl 
warrant ſhe'll peck the corn herſelf. A cock, I 
believe, will feed hens inſtead cf hiniſelf, but 
we don't know that the cock is hungry.” Bos- 
WELL. And that, Sir, is not from affection 
but gallantry. But ſome of the Indians have 
affection.“ JonnsoN. Sir, that they help 
ſome of their children is plain; for ſome of 
them live which could not do without being 


helped.“ 


I dined with him; the company were, Mrs. 


Williams, Mrs. Deſmoulins, and Mr. Lowe.— 


He ſeemed not to be well, talked little, grew 

drowſy ſoon after dinner and retired, upon 

which I went away. FA | 58 

_ Having next day gone to Mr. Burke's ſeat in 

the country, from whence I was recalled by an 
hp | expreſs, 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON 


- expreſs, that a near relation of mine had killed 1783. 


his antagoniſt in a duel, and was himſelf dan- 
gerouſly wounded, I ſaw little of Dr. Johnſon 
till Monday, April 28, when I ſpent a conſider- 
able part of the day with him, and introduced 
the ſubject, which chiefly occupied my mind.— 
Joans0N. I do not ſee, Sir, that fighting is 
abſolutely forbidden in Scripture; I ſee revenge 
forbidden, but not ſelf-defence.” PoswEtrt. 
The Quakers fay it is; © Unto him that 
ſmitheth thee on one cheek, offer alſo the other.” 
JoansoN. © But ſtay, Sir, the text is meant 
only to have the effect of moderating paſſion ; 
it is plain that we are not to take it in a literal 
ſenſe. Woe ſee this from the context, where 
there are other recommendations, which IT war- 
rant you the Quaker will not take Hterally, as 
for inſtance, © From him that would borrow of 
thee, turn thou not away.“ Let a man whoſe 
credit is had come to a Quaker, and ſay, Well, 
Sir, lend me a hundred pounds ;* he'll find him 
as unwilling as any other man. No, Sir, a man 
may ſhoot the man who 1nvades his character 
as he may ſhoot him who attempts to break 
into his houſe.” So in 1745, my friend, Tom 
Cumming, the Quaker, ſaid, he would not 
fight, but he would drive an ammunition cart; 
and we know that the Quakers have ſent flannel 
waiſtcoats to our ſoldiers, to enable them to 
fight better. Bosw ELI. When a man is the 
aggreſſor, and by ill-uſage forces on a duel in 
_ which he is killed, have we not little ground to 
hope that he is gene into a ſtate of happineſs ?? 
JonNSsON. Sir, we are not to judge determi- 
nately of the ſtate in which a man leaves this 
life. He may in a moment have repented ef- 
fectually, and it is poſſible may have been ac- 
cepted by Gop, There i; in Camden's Re- 

| mains,“ 
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mains, an epitaph upon a very wicked man, 
ho as killed a fall from his borſe, in 
which he is ſuppoſed ta ſay, a 


© © Between the ſtirrup and the ground, 
_ © I mexcy aſked, I mercy found.” 


BagWELL. © Is not the expreſſion in the burial, 


ſervice, In ſure and certiam hope of a bleſſed | 


reſurreQion;? toq firong io be uled indiſerimi- 
nately, and, indeed, ſometimes when thoſe over 
whoſe bod ies it is ſaid have been notoriouſly pro- 
fane?* JOHNSON, It is ſure and certain hope, 
Sir; not belief. I did not infiſt further; but can. 
not help thinking that leſs poſitive words would 


be more proper. 


Talking of a man who was grown very fat, 
fo as to be incommoded with corpulency ; be 
ſaid, © He eats too much, Sir.“ Bos wELI.— 
« don't know, Sir, you will fee one man fat 
who eats moderately, and another man lean who 
eats a great deal.” Jonyson, © Nay, Sir, 
whatever may be the quantity that a man cats, 
it is plain, that if he is too fat, he has eaten more 
than he ſhould have done. One man may have 
a digeſtion that conſumes food better than com- 
mon; but it is certain that ſolidity is encreaſed by 
putting ſomething to it.” BOSWELI. But 
may not ſolids ſwell and be diſtended? Jon. 
SON. © Yes, Sir, they may ſwell and be diſtend- 
ed; but that is not fat.” 1 5 

We talked of the accuſation againſt a gentle - 
man for ſuppoſed delinquencies in India. Joh x- 
SON. © What foundation there is for accuſation 
I know not, but they will not get at him. Where 
bad actions are committed at fo great a diftance, 
a deligquent can obſcure the evidence till the 
icept becomes cold; there is a cloud between, 

' whic 
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which cannox be penetrated, therefore all diſtant 2783. 


power is bad. I am clear that the beſt plan for — 
the government of India is a deſpotick governs * . 26. 


our; for if he be a good man it is evidently the 
beſt government; and ſuppoſing him to be a 


bad man, it is better to have one plunderet 


than many. A governour whoſe power is check, 


ed, lets others plunder that he himſelf may be 
allowed to plunder. But if deſpotick, he ſes 


that the more he lets others plunder the leſs there 
there will for himſelf, fo he reſtrains them : 


and though he himſelf plunders, the country is 
a gainer, compared with being plundered by 


numbers.” 


I mentioned the very liberal Payment which 


dence of this, that it has been proved in a trial 


that Dr. Shebbeare had received f17; gumeas a 


ſheet for that kind of literary labour. Jonx- 


_ 80N. © Six, he might get fix guineas for a parti- 
eular ſheet, but not communibus fheetibus.”— 


BosWE.L. Pray, Sir, by a ſheet of review is 
it meant that it ſhall be al 

compoſition ; or afe extracts, made from the 
book reviewed, deducted ?” JonnsoN. “ No, Sir: 
it is a ſheet, no matter of what.” BoswELL.— 


4 1 8 


to get extracts. To one of Johalon's wonderful 


fertility. of mind, I believe writing was reall ; 
eaſier than reading and extracting; but v it 


ordinary men the caſe is very different. A great 
deal, indeed, will depend upon the care and 
I can ſuppoſe the operation to be tedious and 
difficult: but in many inſtances we muſt obſerve 
crude. morſels cut out of books as if at random; 

| ; | and 


of the writer's own. 


- judgement with which the extracts are made. 
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the authour whoſe work they are reviewing, 
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and when a large extract is made from one 
place, it furely may be done with very little 
trouble. One, however, I muſt acknowledge, 
might be led, from the practice of Reviewers, 
to ſuppoſe that they take a pleaſure mn original 


writing ; for we often find that, inſtead of giving 


an accurate account of what has been done by 


which 1s furely the proper buſineſs of a literary 
journal, they produce ſome plauſible and inge- 
nious conceits of their own, upon topicks which 
have been diſcuſſed. . 
Upon being told that old Mr. Sheridan, indig- 
nant at the neglect of his oratorical plans, had 
threatened to go to America; JoN SON. I 


hope he will go to America.” BoSWEILI. The 


Americans don't want oratory.” JoRNSON.— 
But we can want Sheridan.“ : 


On Monday, April 29, I found him at home 


in the forenoon, and Mr. Seward with him. Horace 


having been mentioned ;—BoswELL. © There 


is a great deal of thinking in his works. One 
finds there almoſt every thing but religion.” — 
StzwarD. © He ſpeaks of his returning to it in 
his Ode Parcus Deorum cultor et infrequens*”— 
Jonxsox. © Sir, he was not in earneſt. This 


was merely poetical.” BoswELL. © There are, 
J am afraid, many people who have no religion 


at all.” SrwarD. © And ſenſible people too.“ 


Jonnson. © Why, Sir, not ſenſible in that re- 
ſpect. 'Ihere muſt be either a natural or a mo- 


ral ſtupidity, if one lives in a total neglect of 


ſo very important a concern. 


2? SEWARD. „1 


wonder that there ſhould be people without reli- 


gion.“ Jon xSsON. © Sir, you need not wonder 


at this, when you conſider how large a propor- 


tion of almoſt every man's life is paſſed without 
thinking of it. I myſelf was for ſome years 
LT | totally 
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totally regardleſs of religion. It had dropped 1783. 
out of my mind. It was at an early part of my 
life. Sickneſs brought it back, and I hope I Tur. 74+ 


have never loſt it ſince.” Poswari. <*M 
dear Sir, what a man you muſt have been with- 
out religion! Why you muſt have gone on 


drinking, and ſwearing, and—” Jon xs. 


(with a ſmile) © I drank enough, to be ſure.” — 
SEWARD. © One ſhould think that ſickneſs, and 
the view of death, would make them more re- 
ligious.” Joh xSON. Sir, they do not know 
how to go about it. They have not the firſt noti- 
on. A man who has never had religion before, 
no more grows religious when he is fick, than 
a man who has never learnt figures can count 
when he has need of calculation.” 

I mentioned a worthy friendof ours whom he 
valued much, but obſerved that he was too 
ready to introduce religious diſcourſe upon all 
occaſions. JounsoKx. © Why yes, Sir, he will 


introduce religious diſcourſe without ſeeing 
whether it will end in inſtruction and improve- 


ment, or produce ſome profane jeſt. He would 
introduce it in the company of Wilkes, ard 
twenty more ſuch. “ | | 

I mentioned Dr. Johnſon's excellent diſtine- 
tion between liberty of conſcience and libertv 
of teaching. . Jouxson. © Conſider, Sir; if 
you have children whom you with to educate in 
the principles of the Church of England, and 
there comes a Quaker whotries to pervert them 
to his principles ; you would drive away the 
Quaker. You would not truſt to the predomi- 
nation of right, which yon believe is in 
your opinions; you would keep wrong out of 
their heads. Now the vulgar are the children 


of the State. If any one attempts to teach 


them doctrines contrary to what the State ap- 


| proves, : 
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| 8 magiſtrate may and ought to reſtrain 
im.” Szwax D. Would you reſtrain private 
converſation, Sir? Joh RSOG0N. Why, Sir, 
it is diffieult to ſay where private converſation 
begins, and where it ends. If we three ſhould 
diſcuſs even the great queſtion concerning the 
exiſtence of a Supreme Being by ourſelves, we 
thould not be reſtrained ; for that would be to 
put an end to all improvement. But if we ſhould 
diſcuſs it in the preſence of ten boarding - ſchool 
girls, and as many boys, I think the magiſtrate 
would do well to put us in the ſtocks, to finiſh 
the debate there.“ 
Lord Hailes had fent him a preſent of a curi- 
ous little printed poem, on repairing the Uni- 
verſity of Aberdeen, by David Mallocſi, which 
he thought would pleaſe Jobnſon, as affording 
clear evidence that Mallet had appeared even 
as a literary character by the name of Mallach; 
his changing which to one of ſofter ſound, had 
given Johnſon occaſion to introduce him into his 
Dictionary, under the article Alias. This piece 
was, I ſuppoſe, one of Maller's firſt eſſays. It 
is preſerved in his works, with ſeveral variations. 
ohnfon now read aloud, from the beginning of 
it, where there were ſome common-place aſſer- 
tions as to the ſuperiority of ancient times. How 
falſe is all this to ſay that in ancient times learn- 
ing was not a diſgrace to a Peer as it is now. In 
ancient times a Peer was as ignorant as any one 
elſe. He would have been angry to have it 
thought he could write his name. Men in an- 
cient times dared to ſtand forth with a degree of 
ignorance with which nobody would dare now 
to ſtand forth. I am always angry when I hear 
ancient times praiſed at the expence of modern 
times. There is now a great deal more learn- 
ing in the world than there was formerly; for 
It 


r 
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it is univerſally diffuſed. You have, A 1783. 
no man who knows as much Greek and Latin as . . 
Bentley; or no man who knows as much mathe- A 
maticks as Newton: but you have many more 
men who know Greek and Latin, and ho know 
mathematicks.? A | 
On Thurſday, May 1, I viſited him in the 
evening along with young Mr. Burke. He faid, 
ce It is ſtrange that there ſhould be ſo little read- 
ing in the world, and ſo much writing. Peo- 
ple in general do not willingly read, if they can 
Fave any thing elſe to amuſe them. There muſt 
be an external impulſe ; emulation; or vanity, or 
avarice. The progreſs which the underſtanding 
| makes through a book, has more pain than plea- 
fure in it. Language is ſcanty, and inadequate 
to expreſs the nice gradations and mixtures of 
our feelings. No man reads a bock of ſcience 
from pure inclination. The books that we do 
read with pleaſure are light compoſitions, which 
contain a quick ſucceſſion of events. However, 
I have. this year read all Virgil through. I read 
a book of. the Eneid every night, ſo it was done 
in twelve nights, and T bad great delight in it. 
The Georgicks did not give me much pleaſure; 
except the fourth book. The Eclogues I have 
almoſt all by heart. I do not think the ſtory of 
the Eneid intereſting. I like the ſtory of the 
Odyſſey much better; and this not on account 
of the wonderful things which it contains; for 
there are wonderful things enough in the Eneid; 
the ſhips of the Trojans turned into ſea-nymphs 
—the tree at Polydorus's tomb droppit.g blood. 
The ſtory of the Odyfley is intereſting; as a great 
part of it is domeſtick. It has been ſaid, there 
is pleaſure. in writing, particularly in writing. 
verſes, I allow you may have pleaſure ffom 
writing after it is over, if you have __ 
| well; 
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although T have no note of the particulars of 
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well; but you don't 95 williogly to it again. I 
know when I have been writing verſes, I have 
run my finger down the margin to ſee how many 
I had made, and how few I had to make.” 
He ſeemed to be in a very placid humour, and 


* 0 


young Mr. Burke's converſation, it is but juſ- 
tice to mention in general, that it was ſuch, that 
Dr. Johnſon ſaid to me afterwards, © He did very 


c NA 3 


well indeed ; I have a mind to tell his father.” 


I have no minute of any interview with John- 


ſon till Thurſday, May 15, when I find what 


follows: — BoswWEII. I wiſh much to be in 
Parliament, Sir.“ JonNsON. Why, Sir, un- 
leſs you come reſolved to ſupport any admini- 


| tration; you would be the worſe for being in 1 
Parliament, becauſe you would be obliged to 


liament. I never would fell my vote, and I 
ſhould be vexed if things went wrong.” Jorn- 


' niſhed?” Jonunson. “ Sir, I have never ſlept 


friend, clear your 2:24 © 


live more expenſively.” BoswELL. © Perhaps, 
Sir, I ſhould be the leſs happy for being 1a Par- 


8ON. © That's cant, Sir. It would not vex you 
more in the houſe, than in the gallery. Publick 
affairs vex no man.” BOSWELI. Have not 
they vexed yourſelf a little, Sir ? Have not you 
been vexed by all the turbulence of this reign, 
and by that abſurd vote of the Houſe of Com- 
mons, © That the influence of the Crown has 
increaſed, is increaſing, and ought to be dimi- 


an hour leſs, nor eat an ounce leſs meat. I 
would have knocked the factious dogs on the 
head, to be ſure ; but I was not wexed.” Ros- 
WELL. I declare, Sir, upon my honour, I did 
imagine I was vexed, and took a pride in 1t.— 
But it was, perhaps, cant; for I own I neither 
eat leſs nor ſlept leſs.” gon NSON. © My dear 
cant. You may al 

| FO as 
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as other people do. You may ſay to a man, 1783. 
« Sir, I am your moſt humble ſervant” You =—— 
are not his moſt humble ſervant. - You may ſay, Eat. eG. 
© Theſe are ſad times; it is a melancholy thing 
to be reſerved to ſuch times. You don't mind 
the times. You tell a man, I am ſorry you 
had ſo much bad weather the laſt day of your 
journey, and were ſo much wet. Jou don't 
care ſixpence whether he was wet or dry. You 
may talk in this manner; it is a mode of talking 
in ſociety : but don't nk fooliſhly.” 7 
I talked of living in the country. JornsoN. 
« Don't ſet up for what is called hoſpitality; it 
is a waſte of time, and a waſte of money; you 
are eat up, and not the more reſpected to your 
liberality. If your houſe be like an inn, nobo- 
dy cares for you. A man who ſtays a week with 
another, makes him a ſlave for a week.” Bos- 
WELL. © But there are people, Sir, who make 
their honſes a home to their gueſts, and are 
themſelves quite eaſy.” JOHNSON. Then, Sir, 
home muſt be the ſame to the gueſts, and they. 
need not come.” „ OL 
Here he diſcovered a notion common enough 
in perſons not much accuſtomed to entertain 
company ; that there muſt be a degree of ela- 
borate attention otherwiſe company will think 
themſelves geglected; and ſuch attention is no 
doubt very fatiguing. He proceeded, <I would 
not, however, be a ſtranger 1n my own county ; 
I would viſit my neighbours, and receive their 
viſits; but I would not be in haſte to return vi- 
ſits, If a gentleman comes to ſee me, I tell 
him he does me a great deal of honour. I do 
not go to ſee him perhaps for ten weeks, then 
we are very complaiſant to each other. No, 
Sir, you will have much more influence by giv- 
ing or lending money, where it is wanted, than 
by hoſpitality.” 


On 
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1783. On Saturday May 17, I ſaw him fbr a ſhow 
time. Having mentioned that I had that moth. 
T* ing bern with old Mr. Sheridan, he remembered 


their former intimacy with 4 cordial warmth, 
and {aid to ne, Tell Mr. Sheridan, I ſhall be 
glad to fee him and ſhake hands with him.” 

osW ELI. It is to me very wonderful that fe- 
fentment ſhould be kept up 16 long.“ Jon NON. 
„Why, Sit, it is not altogether reſentment that 
he does not viſit me; it Is partly falling out of 
the habit—partly diſguſt, as one has at a drug 
that has made him fick. Beſides, he knows 


4 


that I laugh at his oratory.” | 8 OR 
Another day I ſpoke of one of our friends, 
of whom he, as well 26 I, had i very high opi- 
nion. He expatiated in his praiſe : bue added, 


« Sit, he is a curſed Whig, a bottomleſs Whig, | 


das they all are now.” 8 
f mentioned my expectations from the inte- 
| reſt of an eminent perſon then in power; add- 
ing, but I have no claim but the claitti of 
friendſhip. However, ſome people will &6 a 
great way from that motive. e Sir, 
they will go all the way from that tfiotive.” A 
pgentlemin talked of retiring, ** Never think of 
that,” ſaid Johnſon. The gentlenian urged, © I 
ſhould then do no ill. JounsoN. © Not no 
good either. Sir, it would be a civil ſuicide.” 
On Monday, May 26, I found him at tea, and 
the celebrated Miſs Burney, the authour of 
« Evelina and Cecilia“ with him. I aſked if 
there would be any ſpeakers in parliametit, if 
there were no places to be obtained? Jofix- 
SN. © Yes, Sir. Why do you ſpeak heie ? 
Either to inſtruct and entertain, which is a be- 
nevolent motive; or for diſtinction, which 1s a 
lh motive.” I mentioned Cecilia.“ Jonx- 
8 | „ 4 WON 


z 
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Sox. (with an air of animated ſfatisfaQion) 
Sir, if you talk of Cecilia,“ talk on.” 
We talked of Mr. Barry's exhibition of his 


pictures. Joanson. © Whatever the hand 


may have done, the mind has done its part. 


There is a graſp of miad there which you find 


no where elſe“.“ 


I aſked whether a man naturally virtuous, or 
one who has overcome wicked inclinations is 


the beſt. JohNSON. © Sir, to you, the man 
who has overcome wicked inclinations is not 


the beſt. He has more merit to himſe/ I 


would rather truſt my money to a man who has 
no hands, and ſo a phyſical impoſſibility to 
ſteal, than to a man of the moſt honeſt princi- 
ples. There is a witty ſatirical ſtory of Foote. 
He had a ſmall buſt of Garrick placed upon his 
bureau. Lou may be ſurpriſed (ſaid he) that 
I allow him to be ſo near my gold but you 
will obſerve he has no hands.” | 

On Friday, May 29, being to ſet out for 
Scotland next morning, I paſſed a part of the 
day with him in more than uſual earneſtneſs ; as 
| his health was in a more precarious ſtate than at 
any time when I had parted from him. He 
however was quick and lively, and critical as 
uſual. I mentioned one who was a very learn- 
ed man. JOHNSON. *© Yes, Sir, he has a great 
deal of learning; but it never lies ſtraight. 


There is never one idea by the ſide of another; 


"tis all entangled : and then he drives it ſo auk- 
wardly upon converſation.” | 

I ſtated to him an anxious thought, by which 
a ſincere Chriſtian might be diſturbed, even 
when conſcious of having lived a good life, fo 


* In Mr. Barry's printed analyſis, or deſcription of theſę 
pictures, he ſpeaks of Johnſon's character in the higheſt 


terms. 


Vol. III. B b far 
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witty remark on divines trying to give the tree 


Fou 
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far as is eonſiſtent with human infirmity; he 
might fear that he ſhould afterwards fall away, 
and be guilty of ſuch crimes as would render all 
his former religion vain. Could there be, upon 
this aweful ſubject, ſuch a thing as balancing of 
accounts ? Suppoſe a man who has led a good 
life for ſeven years, commits an act of wicked- 
neſs, and inſtantly dies; will his former good 
life have any effect in his favour ?” Jorxsox. 
« Sir, if a man has led a good life for ſeven 
years, and then is hurried by paſſion to do what 
is wrong, and is ſuddenly carried off, depend 
upon it he will have the reward of his ſeven 
ears good life ; Gop will not take a catch of 
lim. Upon this principle Richard Baxter be- 
heves, that a ſuicide may be ſaved. If, (ſays 
he) it ſhould be objected that what I maintain 
may encourage ſuicide, I anſwer, I am not to 
tell a he to prevent it.” BoS WELL. But does 
not the text ſay, As the tree falls, ſo it muſt 
lye? Jonansox. © Yes, Sir; as the tree falls. 
ut—(after a little pauſe)— that is meant as to 
the general ſtate of the tree, not what is the 
effect of a ſudden blaſt.” In ſhort, he inter- 
preted the expreſſion as referring to condition, 
not to poſition. The common notion, there- 
fore, ſeems to be erroneous; and Shenſtone's 


C A Io ” on © — 2 


5 D n 2 2 a : 


a jerk upon a death-bed, to make 1t lye favour- 
ably, is not well founded. 
I aſked him what works of Richard Baxter's 
I ſhould read. He ſaid, © Read any of them; 
they are all good.“ 1 
e ſaid, © Get as much force of mind as you 
can. Live within your income. Always have 
ſomething ſaved at the end of the year. Let 
your imports be more than your exports, and 


5 


Il never go far wrong. 5 
"ul 
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I aſſured him, that in the extenſive and va- 
rious range of his acquaintance there never had 
been any one who had a more ſincere reſpect 
and affection for him than I had. He ſaid, I 
believe it, Sir. Were I in diſtreſs, there is no 
man to whom I ſhould ſooner come than to you. 
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I ſhould like to comeand have a cottage in your 


park, toddle about, live moſtly on milk, and 


be taken care of by Mrs. Boſwell. She and TI 


are good friends now; are we not? 
Talking of devotion, he ſaid, © Though it 
be true that Gop dwelleth not in temples 
made with hands,” yet in this ſtate of being our 
minds are more piouſly affected in places appro- 
priated to divine worſhip, than in others. Some 
people have a particular room in their houſe 
where they ſay their prayers, of which I do not 
diſapprove, as 1t may animate their devotion.” 


He embraced me, and gave me his bleſſing, 


as uſual when I was leaving him for any length 
of time. I walked from his door to day with 
a fearful apprehenſion of what might happen 
J . . --- 


To the Right Hon. William WIxDRAN. 


a - SIR, rho et, 2 
© THE bringer of this letter is the father of 
Miſs Philips, a finger, who comes to try. her 
voice on the ſtage at Dublin. | 


Mr. Philips is one of my old friends ; and 


I am of opinion that neither he nor his daughter 


will do any thing that can diſgrace their bene- 
factors, I take the liberty of entreating you to 
countenance and protect them ſo far as may be 
ſuitable to your ſtation and character; and ſhall 
conſider myſelf as obliged by. any favourable 
notice which they ſhall have the-honour of -re- 

l ceiving 
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1783. ceiving from you. I am, Sir, your moſt humble 


Etat. 74. 


ſervant, | 
* London, May 31, 1783. SAM. JOHNSON.” 


The following is another inſtance of his active 
benevolence :_ 


To Sir JosHUa REYNOLDS: 


e DE AR SIR, 5 5 
* navs ſent 2 ſome of my god- ſon's 
performances, of which I do not pretend to 
form any opinion. When I took the liberty of 
mentioning him to you, I did not know what I 
have ſince been told, that Mr. Moſer had 
admitted him among the ſtudents of the 


Academy. - What more can be done for him I 


earneſtly entreat you to conſider ; for I am very 
deſirous that he ſhould derive ſome advantage 
from my connection with him. If you are in- 
clined to fee him, I will bring him to wait on 
you at any time that you ſhall be pleaſed to ap- 
point. I am, Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 
June 2, 1783. SAM. JOHNSON.” 


My anxious apprehenſions at parting with 
him this year proved to be but too well-found- 


ed; for not long afterwards he had a dreadful 


ſtroke of the palſy, of which there are very 
full and accurate accounts 1n letters written by 
himſelf, which ſhew with what compoſure his 
ſteady piety enabled him to behave. | 


To Mr. EpmunD ALLEN. | 
« DEAR SIR, 
IT has pleaſed Gop this morning to de- 
prive me of the powers of ſpeech; and as I do 
8 ä | not 


mm -_A — — 


e 


to me, and act for me, as the exigencies of my 


Dr. Heberden with you if you can; but come 


for ſome time by Dr. Pepy's perſuaſion, who 
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not know but that it may be his farther good 1783. 

pleaſure to deprive me ſoon of my ſenſes, I re- EA. 54. 
„* 8 1 4 * k oy 74. 

queſt you will, on the receipt of this note, come 


caſe may require. I am fincerely yours, 
| Sau. JOHNSON,” 


To the Rev. Dr. Joun TayLoR. © 
e DRAR” Sin, | | 
« IT has pleaſed Gop, by a paralytick ſtroke 
in the night, to deprive me of ſpeech. 
“ am very defirous of Dr. Heberden's aſſiſt- 
ance, as I think my caſe is not paſt remedy. 
Let me ſee you as ſoon as it is poſſible. Bring 


yourſelf at all events. J am glad you are fo 
well, when I am fo dreadfully attacked. 

think that by a ſpeedy application of ſti- 
mulants much may be done. I queſtion if a 
vomit, vigorous and rough, would not rouze 
the organs of ſpeech to action. As it is too 
early to ſend, I will try to recollect what I can, 
that can be ſuſpected to have brought on this 
dreaa dne ˙ ns IO 

I have been accuſtomed to bleed frequently 
for an aſthmatick complaint, but have forborne 


perceived my legs beginning to ſwell. I ſome- 
times alleviate a painful, or more properly an 
oppreſſive conſtriction of my cheſt, by opiates ; 
and have lately taken opium frequently, but the 
laſt, or two, la times, in ſmaller quantities. 
My largeſt doſe is three grains, and laſt night I 
took but two. You will ſuggeſt theſe things 
(and they are all that I can call to mind) to Dr. 
Heberden. I am, &c. 8 ; 
June 17, 1783. : SAM. JonunsoN.” 


Two 
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Two days after he wrote thus to Mrs. 


— *, 
Fs: 77. Thrale“: 


* On Monday the 16th I fat for my picture, 
and walked a conſiderable way with little in- 
convenience. In the afternoon and evening I 
felt myſelf lig t and eaſy, and began to plan 
ſchemes of life. Thus I went to bed, and in a 
ſhort time waked and fat up, as has long been 
my cuſtom, when I felt a confuſion and indiſtinct- 
neſs in my head, which laſted, I ſuppoſe, about 
half a minute. I was alarmed, and prayed 
God, that however he might afi& my body, 
be might ſpare my underſtanding. This prayer, 
that I might try the integrity of my faculties, I 
made m Latin verſe. The lines were not ve 
good, but I knew them not to be very good : 


made them eafily, and concluded myſelf to be 


unimpaired in my faculties, | 
“ Soon after I perceived that I had ſuffered a 


paralytick ſtroke, and that my ſpeech was taken 


from me. I had no pain, and fo little dejection 
in this dreadful ſtate, that I wondered at my own 
apathy, and conſidered that perhaps death itſelf, 
when it ſhould come, would excite leſs hor- 
rour than ſeems now to attend it. | 

<« In order to rouſe the vocal organs I took 
two drams. Wine has been celebrated for the 
production of eloquence. I put myſelf into vio- 
lent motion, and I think repeated it; but all 
was vain. I then went to bed, and, ſtrange as 


it may ſeem, I think, flept. When I ſaw light, 


it was time to contrive what I ſhould do. 
Though Gon ſtopped my ſpeech, he left me 


my hand, I enjoyed a mercy which was not 


granted to my dear friend Lawrence, whonow 


perhaps overlooks me as I am writing, and re- 


Ver IL p. 268, of Mrs. Thrale's Colleftion 
ns, Joices 
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Joices that I have what he wanted. My firſt 1983. 


note was neceſſarily to my ſervant, who came ® Fiat. 74. 


talking, and could not immediately comprehen 
why be ſhould read what I put into his hands. 
“J then wrote a card to Mr. Allen, that I 
might have a diſcreet friend at hand, to act as 
occaſion ſhould require. In penning this note, 
Ihad ſome difficulty; my hand, I knew not how 
or why, made wrong letters. I then wrote to Dr. 


Taylor to come to me, and bring Dr. Heberden; 


and I ſent to Dr. Brockleſby, who is my neigh- 
bour. My phyſicians are very friendly and give 
me great hopes; but you may imagine my ſitua- 
tion. I have fo far recovered my vocal powers, 
as to repeat the Lord's Prayer with no very im- 
perfect articulation. My memory, I hope, yet 


remains as it was; but ſuch an attack produces 


ſolicitude for the ſafety of every faculty. 


To Mr. Tous DAviks. 


„ Dear SIR, ad | 

II nave had, indeed, a very heavy 
blow; but Gop, who yet ſpares my life, I 
humbly hope will ſpare my underſtanding, and 
. reſtore my ſpeech. As I am not at all helpleſs, 
I want no particular aſſiſtance, but am ſtrongly 
affected by Mrs. Davies's tenderneſs; and when 
I think ſhe can do me good, ſhall be very glad 
to call upon her. I had ordered friends to be 
fur out, but one or two have found the way in; 
and if you come you ſhall be admitted: for IT 
know not whom I can fee that will bring more 


amuſement on his tongue, or more kindneſs in 


his heart. I am, &c. 


June 18, 1783. Sam. Jokxsox.“ 


It 


— — — — —e—e— — 


376 


1783. 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


It gives me great pleaſure tc preſerve ſuch a 


= es - : 7 . 
Fut 54- memorial of Johnſon's regard for Mr. Davies, 


ductor. 


to whom I was indebted for my introduction to 
him*. He indeed loved Davies cordially, of 
which I ſhall give the following little evidence. 
One day, when he had treated him with too 
much aſperity, Tom, who was not without 
pride and ſpirit, went off in a paſſion; but he 
had hardly reached home, when Frank, who 
had been ſent after him, delivered this note :— 
** Come, come, dear Davies, I am always ſorry 


when we quarrel ; ſend me word that we are 
friends.” 


To Janzs BOSw EIL, Eſq. 


c Drar SIR, 5 | 
* YOUR anxiety about my. health is very 
friendly, and very agreeable with your general 
kindneſs. I have, indeed, had a very frightful 
blow. On the 17th of laſt month, about three 
in the morning, as near as I can gueſs, I per- 
ceived myſelf almoſt totally deprived of ſpeech. 


I had no pain. My organs were ſo obſtruted, 2? 


that I could ſay no, but could ſcarcely ſay yes. I 


wrote | the neceſſary directions, for it pleaſed | 4 


Gop to ſpare my hand, and ſent for Dr. Heber- 
den and Dr. Brockleſby. Between the time in 
which: I diſcovered my own diſorder, and that 
in which I ſent for the doctors, I had, I believe, 
in ſpite of my ſurprize and ſolicitude, a little 


| ſleep, and Nature began to renew its operations. 


They came, and gave the directions which the 


diſeaſe required, and from that time I have been 


* Poor N however, though he did not himſelf 


introduce me to Dr. Johnſon as he promiſed, had the me- 


rit of introducing me to Davies, the immediate intro- 


continually 
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continually in articulation. I can now ſpeak, 1783. 
but the nerves are weak, but I cannot continue So hs. 
diſcourſe long; but ſtrength, I hope, will re- 7+ 
turn. The phyſicians confider me as cured. I 
was laſt Sunday at church. On Tueſday I tcok 
an airing to Hampſtead, and dined wiih the 
Club, where Lord Palmerſton was propoſed, 
and, againſt my opinion, was rejected“. I de- 
ſign to go next week with Mr. Langton to Ro- 
cheſter, where I propoſe to ſtay about ten days, 
and then try ſome other air. I have many kind 
invitations. Your brother has very frequently 
enquired after me. Moſt of my friends have, 
indeed, been very attentive. 'Thank dear Lord 
Hailes for his preſent. 

I hope you found at your return every thing 
gay and proſperous, and your lady, in particu- 
lar, quite recovered and confirmed. Pay her 
my reſpects. le 

«I am, dear Sir, 

| “ Your moſt humble ſervant, 

London, July 3, 1783. Sam. Jouns0N.” 


To Mrs. Lucy PoRr IR, in Lici feld. 


* DEAR Mapan, | 

* THE account which you give of your 
health is but melancholy. May it pleaſe Gop 
to reſtore you. My diſeaſe aflected my ſpeech, 
and ſtill continues, in ſome degree, to obſtruct 
=_ utterance ; my voice is diſtinct enough for a 
while, but the organs being ſtill weak are quick- 
ly weary: but in other reſpects I am, I think, 
rather better than I have lately been; and can 
let you know my ſtate without the help of any 
other hand. 1 


* His Lordſhip was ſoon after choſen, and is -now. a 
member of the Club. 
: cc In 
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days ago, to waſh the cantharides from my head, 
: Laſt Tuefday I dined at the Chub. 

LJ am going next week into Kent, and pur- 
poſe to change the air frequently this ſummer ; 
whether I ſhall wander as far as Stafford ſhire I 
cannot tell. , I ſhould be glad to come. Retum 
my thanks to Mrs. Cobb, and Mr. Pearſon, and 
all that have ſhewn attention to me. 5 

Let us, my dear, pray ſor one another, and 
conſider our ſufferings as notices mercifully given 
us to prepare ourſelves for another ſtate. 

* live now but in a melancholy way. My 
old friead Mr. Levett 1s dead, who lived with 
me in the houſe, and was uſeful and companion- 
able; Mrs. Deſmoulins is gone away; and Mrs. 
Williams is ſo much decayed, that ſhe can add 
little to another's gratifications. The world 
paſſes away, and we are paſſing with it ; but 
there is, doubtleſs, another world, which will 
endure for ever. Let us all fit ourſelves for it. 

J III. 
** London, July 5, 1783. Sam. JounsoN.” 
Such was the general vigour of his conſtitu- 
tion, that he recovered from this alarming and 
ſevere attack with wonderful quickneſs ; ſo that 
in July he was able to make a viſit to Mr. Lang- 
ton at Rocheſter, where he paſſed about a fort- 
night, and made little excurſions as eafily as at 
any time of his life. In Auguſt he went as far as 
the neighbourhood of Saliſbury, to Heale, the 
feat of William Bowles, Eſq. a gentleman 
whom TI have heard him praiſe for exemplary 
religious order in his family. In his diary I find 
a ſhort but honourable mention of this viſit :— 
| | ; | cc Auguſt 


In the opinion of my friends, and in m 
> own, I am gradually mending. The phyſicians 
Eg confider me as cured; and I had leave, four 


ce 


3 
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« Auguſt 28, I came to Heale without fatigue. 1783. 
30. I am entertained quite to my mind.“ 


To Dr. BxockLzssr. 


«DEgaR SIR, Heale, near Slifury, Auguſt 
29, 1783. 
« WITHOUT appearing to want a juſt ſenſe 


of your kind attention, I cannot omit to give an 
account of the day which ſeemed to appear in 


ſome ſort perilous. I roſe at five, and went out 
at ix, and having reached Saliſbury about nine, 
went forward a few miles in my friend's charior. 
I was no more wearied with the journey, though 
it was a high hung rough coach, than I ſhould 
have been forty years ago. We ſhall now ſee 
what air will do. The country is all a plain; 
and the houſe in which I am, fo far as I can 


judge from my window, for I write before I 
have left my chamber, is ſuffictently pleaſant. 


he ſo kind as to continue your attention to 
Mrs. Williams; it is great conſolation to the 


well, and ſtill greater to the fick, that they find 


themſelves not neglected; and I know that you 
will be defirous of giving comfort even where 


you have no great hope of giving help. 


« Since I wrote the former part of the letter, 
I find that by the courſe of the poſt I cannot 


"ſend it before the thirty-firſt. I am, &e. 


Sau. JounsoN.” 


While he was here he had a letter from Dr. | 
Brockleſby, acquainting him of the death of 


Mrs. Williams, which affected him a good 
deal. Though for feveral years her temper had 


not been complacent, ſhe had valuable qualities, 


and her departure left a blank in his houſe. 


Upon 


— — 
Etat. 74. 
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1783- Upon this occaſion he, according to his habi. 
tual courſe of piety, compoſed a prayer“. 
I ſhall here inſert a few particulars concern- 
ing him, with which I have been favoured by 
-one of his friends. 
He had once conceived the deſign of writ- 
ing the Life of Oliver Cromwell, ſaying, that 
he thought it muſt be highly curious to trace his 
extraordinary rife to the ſupreme power, from 
ſo obſcure a beginning. He at length laid afide 
his ſcheme, on diſcovering that all that can be 
told of him is already in print; and that it is 
impracticable to procure any authentick infor- 
mation in addition to what the world is already 
poſſeſſed of.” 5 5 
He had likewiſe projected, but at what part 
of his life is not known, a work to ſhew how 
ſmall a quantity of REAL FICTION there is in 
the world; and how the ſame images, with very 
little variation, have ſerved all the authours who 
have ever written.” . 
His thoughts in the latter part of his life 
were frequently employed on his deceaſed 
friends. the often muttered theſe, or ſuch I k 
ſentences, * Poor man! and then he died.” 
„Speaking of a certain literary friend, He 
is a very pompous puzzling fellow, (ſays the 
Doctor ;) he ſent me a letter once that ſomebody 
had written to him, no matter what it was 
about; but he wanted to have the letter back, 
and expreſſed a mighty value for it, he hoped it 
was to be met with again, he would not loſe it 
for a thouſand pounds. I layed my hand upon 
it ſoon afterwards, and gave it him. I believe 
I faid, I was very glad to have met with it. Y 
O then he did not know that it ſignified any 
thing. So you ſee, when the letter was loft it 


— — 
Etat. 74. 
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81 


was worth a thouſand pounds, and when it was 1583. 


found it was not worth a farthing.“ 


« The ſtyle and character of his converſation Etat. 74 


is pretty generally known; it was certainly con- 
duced in conformity with a precept of Lord 
Bacon, but it is not clear, I apprehend, that this 
conformity was either perceived or intended by 
Johnſon. The precept alluded to is as follows: 
In all kinds of ſpeech, either pleaſant, grave, 


ſevere or ordinary, it is convenient to ſpeak 


leiſurely, and rather drawingly than haſtily : 
becauſe haſty ſpeech confounds the memory, and 
oftentimes, beſides the unſeemlineſs, drives 
a man either to ſtammering, a non-plus, or 
harping on that which ſhould follow ; where- 
as a flow ſpeech confirmeth the memory, 
addeth a conceit of wiſdom to the hearers, be- 
ſides a ſeemlineſs of ſpeech and countenance.” 
Dr. Johnſon's method of converſation was cer- 
tainly calculated to excite attention, and to a- 
muſe or inſtruct, (as it happened) without 
wearying or confuſing his company. He was 
always moſt perfecily clear and conſpicuous ; 
and his language was fo accurate, aud his ſen- 
tences ſo neatly conſtructed, that his converſa- 
tion might bave been all printed without any 
correction. At the ſame time, it was eaſy and 
natural ; the accuracy of it had no appearance 
of labour, conſtraint, or ſtiflneſs; he ſeemed 
more correct than others by the force of habit, 
and the cuſtomary exerciſes of his powerful mind.” 

“He ſpoke often in praiſe of French litera- 


ture. The French are excellent in this, (he 


would ſay,) they have a book on every ſubject. 
From what he had ſeen of them he denied them 
the praiſe of ſuperiour politeneſs, and mention- 
ed, with very viſible diſguſt, the cuſtom they 
have of ſpitting on the floors of their apartment. 
This (ſays the Doctor) is as groſs a thing as can 


well 
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1783. well be done; and one wonders how any man, 


or ſet of men, can perſiſt in ſo offenſive a prac. 


T* tice for a whole day together; one ſhould ex. 


pect that the firſt effort towards civilization 
would remove it even among ſavages.” 

«* Baxter's © Reaſons of the Chriſtian Reli. 
gion, he thought contained the beſt collection 
of the evidences of the divinity of the Chrif. 
tian fyſtem.” | 1 

« Chymiſtry was always an intereſting pur. 
ſuit wit 5 Whilſt he was in Wilt- 
ſhire, he attended ſome experiments that were 
made by a phyſician at Saliſbury, on the new 
kinds of air. In the courſe of the experiments 


frequent mention being made of Dr. Prieſtley, 


Dr. Johnſon knit his brows, and in a ſtern man- 


ner enquired, © Why do we hear ſo much of | 


Dr. Prieſtley* ?“ He was very properly anſwer- 
ed, Sir, becauſe we are indebted to him for 


* do not wonder at Johnſon's diſpleaſure when the 
name of Dr. Prieftley was mentioned ; for I know no wri- 
ter who has been ſuffered to publiſh more pernicious doc- 
trines. I ſhall inftance only three. Firſt, materiali/m: ; 
by which uind is denied to human nature, which, if be- 
lieved, muſt deprive us of every elevated principle. Se- 


condly, neceſſity; or the doctrine that every action, whether 


or bad, 15 included in an unchangeable and unavoida- 
le ſyſtem; a notion utterly ſubverfive of moral govern- 
ment. Thirdly, that we have no reaſon to think that the 


Future world, (which, as he 1s _— to inform us, will be 


adapted to our merely improved nature,) will be materially 
different from 7s; which, if believed, would fink wretch- 
ed mortals into deſpair, as they could no longer hope for 
the © reſt that remaineth for the people of Gor,” or fot 
that happineſs which is revealed to us as ſomething beyond 
our preſent conceptions; but would feel themſelves doomed 
to a continuation of the uneaſy ſtate under which they 
now groan. I ſay nothing of the petulent intemperance 
with which he dares to inſale the venerable eſtabliſhments 
of his country. | 


theſe 
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theſe important diſcoveries.* On this Dr. John- 1983. 


ſon appeared well content; and replied, © Well, 
well, I believe we are; and let every man have 
the honour he has merited.” 15 | 

A friend was one day, about two years be- 
fore his death, ſtruck with ſome inſtance of Dr. 
Johnſon's great candour. Well, Sir, (ſaid he,) 
I will always ſay that you are a very candid 
man. Will ee e the Doctor) I doubt 
then you will be very ſingular. But, indeed, Sir, 
(continued he,) I look upon myſelf to be a man 
very much miſunderſtood. I am not an uncan- 
did, nor am I a fevere man. I ſometimes fay 
more than I mean in jeſt, and people are apt to 


believe me ſerious : however, I am more can- 


did than I was when I was younger. As I know 
more of mankind I expect leſs of them, and 
am ready now to call a man à good man, upon 
eaſter terms than I was formerly.” 

On his return from Heale he wrote to Dr. 
Burney. I came home on the 18th at noon 
to a very diſconſolate houſe. You and I have 


loft our friends, but you have more friends at 


home. My domeſtick companion is taken 
from me. She is much miſled, for her acquiſi- 
tions were many, and her curioſity univerſal ; 


ſo that ſhe partook of every converſation. Jam 


not well enough to go much out; and to fit, and 
eat, or faſt alone, is very weariſome. I always 


mean to ſend my compliments to all the ladies.” 


His fortitude and patience met with ſevere 
trials during this year. The ſtroke of the palſy 
has. been related circumſtantially ; but he was 
alſo afflicted with the gout, and was beſides 
troubled with a complaint which not only was 


attended with immediate inconvenience, but 


threatened him with a painful chirurgical ope- 
ration, from which moſt men would ſhrink. 


The 


— ä — 
Etat. 74. 
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1733 The complaint was a ſarcocele, which Johnſon 
— 


Etat. 74. 


bore with uncommon firmneſs, and was not at 
all frightened while he looked forward to ampu- 
tation. He was attended by Mr. Pott and alſo 


Mr. Cruikſhank. I have before me a letter of 


the 3oth of July this year, to Mr. Cruikſhank, 


in which he ſays, © I am going to put myſelf into 


22 


your hands, and another, accompanying a ſet 
of his Lives of the Poets, in which he ſays, 
<« I beg your acceptance of theſe volumes, as an 


acknowledgement of the great favours which 
you have beltowed on, Sir, your moſt obliged 


and moſt humble ſervant.” I have in my pol- 


- ſeſſion ſeveral more letters from him to Mr. 


Cruikſhank, and alſo to Dr. Mudge at Plymouth, 
which it would be improper to inſert, as they 
are filled with unpleaſing technical details. I 
ſhall, however, extract from his letters to Dr. 
Mudge ſuch paſſages as ſhew either a felicity of 
expreſſion, or the undaunted ſtate of his mind. 
My conviction of your ſkill, and my be- 
lief of your friendſhip, determine me to intreat 


your opinion and advice.” —* In this ſtate I with 


great earneſtneſs deſire you to tell me what is 
to be done. Exciſion is doubtleſs neceſſary to 
the'cure, and I know not any means of pallia- 


tion. The operation is doubtleſs painful; but 


is it dangerous? The pain I hope to endure with 
decency ; but I am loth to put life into much 
hazard.” — By repreſenting the gout as an an- 
tagoniſt to the palſy, you have ſaid enough to 
make it welcome. This is not ſtrictly the firſt 
fit, but I hope it is as good as the firſt ; for it is 
the ſecond that ever confined me ; and the firſt 
was ten years ago, much leſs fierce and fiery 
than this.”—* Write, dear Sir, what you can, 
to inform or encourage me. The operation is 
not delayed by any fears or objections of mine.” 


Happily 
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Happily the complaint-abated without his be- 1783. 


ing put to the torture of amputation. But we 


muſt ſurely admire the manly reſolution | which Lt. 74. 


1 


he diſcovered while it hung over him. 
T0 Bennet LAN GTO, E. 
„% DRAR SIR, 


« YOU may very reaſonably chatge me 


with inſenſibility of pou kindneſs, and that of 


Lady Rothes, fince I have ſuftered ſo much time 
to paſs without paying any acknowledgement. I 
| now, at laſt, return my thanks; and why I did 


ti. not ſooner I ought to tell you. I went into 


Wiltſhire as ſoon as I well could, and was there 
much employed in palliating my own malady. 
Diſeaſe: produces much ſelfiſhneſs. A man in 


pain is looking after eaſe ; and lets moſt other 


things go as chance ſhall diſpoſe of them. In the 
mean time I have loſt a companion, to whom 1 
have had recourſe for domeſtick amuſement for 


thirty years, and whoſe variety of knowledge 


never. was exhauſted ; and now return to a ha- 
bitation vacant and deſolate. I carry about a 
very troubleſome and dangerous complaint, 
which admits ,no cure but by the chirurgical 
knife, Let me have your prayers. I am, &c. 


„London, Sept. 29, 1783 Sam. JOHNSON.” 


In his next letter to the ſame gentleman he 
writes, The gout has within theſe four 
days come upon me with a violence which I 
never experienced before. It made me helpleſs 
as an infant.”—And in the following, having 


mentioned Mrs. Williams, ſays, Whoſe death _ 


following that of Levett, has now made my 


houſe a ſolitude. She left her little ſubſtance to 


Vox. III. 88 a cha- 


1783- a charity-ſchool; She. is, I hope, where there 
W—x— js neither darkneſs, nor want, nor forrow.” _ 
Etat. 74 I wrote to him, begging to know the ſtate of 

his health, and mentioned that © Baxter's Ana. 
creon, which is in the library at Auchinleck, 
was, I find, collated by my father in 11257, | 
with the M. S. belonging to the Univerſity of || 
Leyden, and he has made a number of notes 
upon it. Would you adviſe me to publiſh a 
new edition of it ?? 

His anſwer was dated September 30,—* You 

ſhould not make your letters ſuch rarities, when | 
you know, or might know, the uniform ſtate of 
my health. It is very long ſince I heard from 
you; and that | have not anſwered is a very in- 
ſufficient reaſon for the filence of a friend. 
Your Anacreon is a very uncommon bock; nei. 
ther London nor Cambridge can ſupply a copy 
of that edition. Whether it ſhould be reprinted, | 
ou cannot do better than confult Lord Hailes. 
Beſides my conſtant and radical diſeaſe, TI have 
been for theſe ten days much harafſed with the | 
gout, but that has now remitted. I hope Goo | 
will yet grant me a little longer life, and make 
me leſs unfit to appear before him.“ | 
He this autumn receivetl a viſit from the cele- 
brated Mrs. Siddons. He gives this aceount of 
it in one of his letters to Mrs. Thrale :—< Mrs. 
Siddons, in her viſit to me, behaved with great 
modeſty and propriety, and left nothing behind 
her to be cenfured or deſpiſed. Neither praiſe 
nor money, the two powerful corrupters of 
mankind, ſeem to have depraved her. I ſhall 
be glad to ſee her again. Her brother Kemble 
calls on fne, and pleaſes me very well. Mrs. 
Siddons and I talked of plays; and ſhe told me by 
her intention of exhibiting this winter the cha- 
racters of Conſtance, Catherine, and Iſabella, 
in Shakſpeare.” £ 


7 


Mr. 


2 
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Mr. Kemble has favoured me with the fol- 1783. 
lowing minute of what paſſed at this viſit. 2 
„When Mrs. Siddons came into the room, * 
there happened to be no chair ready for her, 
which he obſerving, ſaid with a ſmile, Madam, 
vou who fo often occaſion a want of ſeats to 
| other people, will the more eaſily excuſe the 
want of one yourſelf.” | 
cc Having placed himſelf by her, he with 
great good humour entered upon a conſideration 
of the Engliſh drama; and, among other enqui- | ' 
© ries, particularly aſked her which of Shak- 
| ſpeare's characters ſhe was moſt pleaſed with. 
Upon her anſwering that ſhe thought the cha- 
racer of Queen Catherine in Henry the Eighth, 
the moſt natural. I think ſo too, Madam, 
( (aid he;) and whenever you perform it I will 
once more hobble out to the theatre myſelf.” 
Mrs. Siddons promiſed ſhe would do herſelf the 
honour of acting his favourite part for him; 
but many circumſtances happened to prevent the 
repreſentation of King Henry the Eighth during 
the Doctor's life. | 
In the courſe of the evening he thus gave 
dis opinion upon the merits of ſome of the prin- 
eipal performers whom he remembered to have 
ſeen upon the ſtage. Mrs. Porter, in the vehe- 
mence of rage, and Mrs. Clive in the ſprightli- 
neſs of humour, I have never ſeen equalled. 
& What Clive did beſt, ſhe did better than Gar- 
rick ; but could not do half ſo many things well; 
| ſhe was a better romp than I ever ſaw in nature. 
E Pritchard, in common life, was a vulgar ideot ; 
ſie would talk of her gownd: but, when ſhe 
appeared on the ftage, ſeemed to be inſpired 
by gentility and underſtanding. I once 
FF alked with Colley Cibber, and thongs him 
ignorant of the principles of his art. Garrick, 
1 Ce2 Madam, 


os 
— 
Etat. 74. 


he was the only actor I ever ſaw whom I could 
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Madam, was no declaimer : there was not one 
of his own ſcene-ſhifters who could not have 
ſpoken To be, or not 10 be, better than he did: yet 


call a maſter both in tragedy and comedy; 


though liked him beſt in comedy. A true con- 
ception of character, and natural expreſſion of 
it were his diſtinguiſhing excellencies.* Hav. 
ing expatiated, with his uſual force and elo- 
quence, on Mr. Garrick's extraordinary emi- 


nence as an actor, he concluded with this com. 

pliment to his ſocial talents: © And after all, 
Madam, I thought him leſs to be envied on the 
Rage than at the head of a table.“ 


Johnſon, indeed, had thought more upon the 
ſubject of acting than might be generally ſup. | 
poſed. Talking of it one day to Mr. Kemble, | 
he ſaid, © Are you, Sir, one of thoſe enthuſiaſts | 


who believe yourſelf transformed into the very 


character you repreſent.” Upon Mr. Kemble's | 
anſwering that he had never felt ſo ſtrong a per- 
ſuaſion himſelf ; © To be ſure not, Sir, (faid 
Johnſon). The thing is impoſſible. And i 


Garrick really believed himſelf to be that mon- 


ſter Richard the Third, he deſerved to be 


hanged every time he performed it.” 


A pleaſing inſtance of the generous attention | 
of one of his friends has been difcovered by Þ 
the publication of Mrs. Thrale's collection of 


Letters. In a letter to one of the Miſs Thrales, 


be writes, A friend, whoſe name I will tel 
when your mamma has tried to gueſs it, ſent to 


my phyſician to enquire whether this long train 
of illneſs had brought me into difficulties for 
want of money, with an invitation to fend to 


him for what occaſion required. I ſhall write 


this night to thank him, having no need to bor- 
row. And afterwards, in a letter to Mrs, | 
= | Set tl WF 'Thrale, } 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


Thrale, Since you cannot gueſs, I will tel 1783. 
you, that the generous man was Gerard Hamil- ES 


ton. I returned him a very thankful and reſpect- 
ful letter.” ; 

I applied to Mr. Hamilton, by a common 
friend, and he has been ſo obliging as to let me 
have Johnſon's letter to him upon this occaſion, 
to adorn my collection, ; 8 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
WILLIAu GEIAARD HAMILTON. 


g Dear SIR, | 

« YOUR kind enquiries after my affairs, and 
your generous offers have been communicated 
to me by Dr. Brockleſby. I return thanks with 


great fincerity, having lived long enough to 


know what gratitude is due to ſuch friendſhip ; 
and entreat that my refuſal may not be imputed 
to ſullenneſs or pride. I am indeed, in no 
want. Sickneſs is, by the generoſity of my 
phyſicians, of little expence to me. Fut if any 
unexpected exigence ſhould preſs me, you ſhall 
ſee, dear Sir, how cheerfully I can be obliged 
to ſo much liberality. I am, Sir, your moſt 
obedient and moſt humble ſervant, FFT 

Nov. 19, 1783. Sax. JOHNSON.” 


1 find in this, as in former years, notices of 
his kind attention to Mrs. Gardiner, who, 
though in the humble ſtation of a tallow-chand- 


ler upon Snow-hill, was a woman of excellent 


good ſenſe, pious, and charitable. She told 
me, ſhe had been introduced to him by Mrs, 
Maſters the poeteſs, whoſe volumes he reviſed, 


and it is aid, illuminated here and there with a 


ray of his own genius. Mrs. Gardiner was 
very zealous for the ſupport of a Welch charity 
| {chool ; 


tat. 74; 
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1783. ſchool; and Johnſon, this year, obtained for it 
> 2 ſermon from the late Biſhop of St. Aſaph, 
* n. Shipley, whom he, in one of his letters to | 

Mrs. Thrale, characteriſes as knowing and 
converſible; and whom all knew his Lord. 
ſhip, even thoſe who differed from him in po. 
liticks, remember with much reſpect. | 
The Earl of Carliſle having written a tragedy | 
entitled The Father's Revenge,” ſome of his * 
Lordſhip's friends applied to Mrs. Chapone, to 
prevail on Dr, Johnſon to read and give his opt hi 
nion of it; which he accordingly did, in a letter 
to that lady. Sir Joſhua Reynolds having in. P 
formed me that this letter was in Lord Carliſle; | . 
poſſeſſion, though not fortunate enough to have © 
the honour of being known to his Lordſhip, 
trufting to the general courteſy of literature,! 
wrote to him, requeſting the favour of a copy | 
of it, and to be permitted to inſert it in my life | 
of Dr. Johnion. His Lordſhip was ſo good as | 
to comply with my requeſt, and has thus enab. | 
led me to enrich my work with a very fine piece 
of writing, which diſplays at once the critical | 
{kill and politeneſs of my illuſtrious friend; and | 
perhaps the curioſity which it will excite, may 
jnduce the noble and elegant authour to . 
the world by the publication“ of a performance, 
of which Dr. Johnſon has ſpoken in ſuch terms. 


To Mrs. CHA ONE. 
* MApAM, | 
* By ſending the tragedy to me a ſecond 
timef, I think that a very honourable diſtine. 
* A few copies only of this tragedy have been printed, g 
and 3 to the authour's friends. | — 
+ Dr. Johnſon, having been very ill when the tragedy | 
was firſt ſept to him, had declined the conſideration of ii. 
os 35 tion 
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i I tion has been ſhewn me, and I did not delay the 1783. 

h peruſal, of which I am now to tell the effect. Tat r 
| nſtructi dof Etat. 34. 
to The conſtruction of the play is not com- 

nd pletely regular; the ſtage is too often vacant, 

d. and the ſcenes are not ſufficiently connected. 


This, however, would be called by Dryden only 
a mechanical defect; which takes away little 
from the power of the poem, and which is ſeen 
rather than felt. „ 

« A rigid examiner of the diction might per- 
haps, wiſh ſome words changed, and ſome lines 
more vigorouſly terminated. But from ſuch 
petty imperfections what writer ever was free? 
The general form and force of the dialogue 
is of more importance. It ſeems to want that 
quickneſs of reciprocation which characteriſes 
the Engliſh drama, and is not always ſufficiently 
fervid or animated. 8Þ—a 

« Of the ſentiments, I remember not one that 
I wiſhed omitted. In the imagery I cannot for- 
bear to diſtinguiſh the compariſon of joy ſuc- 
ceeding grief to light ruſhing on the eye ac- 


euſtomed to darkneſs. It ſeems to have all that 


can be defired to make it pleaſe. Ir is new, 
juſt, and delightful“. N 5 
c With the characters, either as conceived or 
preſerved, I have no fault to find; but was 
much inclined to congratulate a writer, who, in 
defiance of prejudice and faſhion, made the 
Archbiſhop a good man, and ſcorned all 


* « T could have borne my woes; that ſtranger Joy 
* Wounds whi e it ſmiles :—The long impriſoned 
wretcli, | 5 | 
Emerging from the night of his damp cell, 
„Shrink tiom the ſun's bright teams; and that 
which flinzs 8 
 * Gladreſs oer all, to him is zgoay.” 


thou. ht» 


392 
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land in the election of the repreſentatives of the 


county had, at two publick meetings, elected 
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thoughtleſs applauſe, which a vicious church- 
man would have brought him. 
The cataſtrophe is affecting. The Father 
and Daughter both culpable, both wretched, 
and both penitent, divide between them our 
pity and our ſorrow. . 
Thus, Madam, I have performed what I 
did not willingly undertake, and could not de. 
cently refuſe. The noble writer will be pleaſed 
to remember, that fincere criticiſm ought to 
raiſe no reſentment, becauſe judgement 1s nat 
under the controul of will; but involuntary. 
criticiſm, as 1t has ſtill leſs of choice, ought to 
be more remote-from poſſibility of offence. 
„„ Ii, ts = 
Nov. 18, 1783 Sax. JokxsON.“ 
I conſulted him on two queſtions, of a very 
different nature: one, 8 the unconſtitu- 


tional influence exerciſed by the Peers of Scot. 


Commons, by means of fjctitious qualifications, 
ought not to be reſiſted the other, What in 
propriety and humanity, ſhould be done with 
old horſes unable to labour? I gave him ſome 
account of my life at Auchinleck; and ex- 
preſſed my ſatisfaction that the gentlemen of the 


me their Preſes, or Chairman. 
To Javits BoswEILIL, Eg. 


© DEAR SIR, - | 
« LIKE all other men who have great 
friends, you begin to feel the pangs of neglected 
merit, and all the: comfort 'that I can give you 
is, by telling you that you have probably more 
pangs to feel, and more neglect to ſuffer. 5 ou 
%%% d 
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h have, indeed, begun to complain too ſoon; and 1783. 
J hope I am the only confidant of your diſcon- —I 
er tent. Tour friends hive not yet had leiſure to 74 
d, 2 kindneſs; they have hitherto 
ur been bufy in ſtrengthening their miniſterial inte- 
reſt. If a vacancy happens in Scotland, give 
I them early intelligence; and as you can ſerve 
e Government as powerfully as any of your pro- 
d bable competitors, you may make in ſome ſort 
o a warrantable claim. 
It 
N 
0 


* Of the exaltations and depreſſions of your 
mind you delight to talk, and J hate to hear. 
Drive all ſuch fancies from you. | 

« On the day when I received your letter, I 
think the foregoing page was written; to which, 
one diſeaſe or another has hindered me from 
making any additions. I am now a little better. 
But ſickneſs and ſolitude preſs me very heavily. 
I could bear ſickneſs better, if I were relieved 
from ſolitude. 8 

<« The preſent dreadful confuſion of the pub- 
lick ought to make you wrap yourſelf up in your 
hereditary poſſeſſions, which though leſs than 
you may wiſh, are more than you can want ; 
and in an hour of religious retirement return 
thanks to Gop, who has exempted you from 
any ſtrong temptation to faction, treachery, 
plunder, and diſloyalty. | 

« As your neighbours diſtinguiſh you by ſuch 
honours as they can beſtow, content yourſelf 
with your ſtation, without neglecting your pro- 
feſhon. Your eſtate and the Courts will find you 
full employment ; and your mind well occupicd 
will be quiet. Ns 

“The uſurpation of the nobility, for they 
apparently uſurp all the influence they gain by 
fraud and miſrepreſentation, I think it certainly 
lawful, perhaps your duty to reſiſt. What is 
not their-own they have only by robbery. 

JFF % Your . 
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1783. © Your queſtion about the horſes gives me 
—A—— more perplexity. I know not well what advice 
Ear. 4 to give you. I can only recommend a rule 
| which you do not want—give as little pain as 
you can. I ſuppoſe that we have a right to their 
ſervice while their ſtrength laſts ; what we can 
do with them afterwards I cannot ſo eaſily de- 
termine, But let us conſider. Nobody denies 
that man has a right firſt to milk the cow, and 
to ſheer the ſheep, and then to kill them for his 
table. May he not, by parity of reaſon, firſt 
work a horle, and then kill him the eaſieſt way, 
that he may have the means of another horſe, 
or food for cows and ſheep ? Man is- influenced 
in both caſes by different motives of ſelf-intereſt. 
He that rejects the one muſt reject the other. 
| © I am, &c. 

London, Dec. 24, 1783. SAM. JOHNSON. 


E A happy and pious Chriſtmas; and many 
happy years to you, your lady, and children.“ 


The late ingenious Mr. Mickle, ſome time 
before bis death, wrote me a letter concerning 
Dr. Johnſon, in which he mentions, © I was up- 
wards of twelve years acquainted with him, was 
frequently in bis company, always talked with 
eaſe to him, and can truly fay, that I never re- 
ceived from him one rough word.” 

In this letter he relates his having, while en- 
gaged in tranſlating the Luſiad, had a diſpute 
of conſiderable length with Johnſon, who, as, 
uſual declaimed upon the miſery and corruption 
of a ſea-life, and uſed this expreſſion:— It 
had been happy for the world, Sir, if your 
hero, Gama, Prince Henry of Portugal, and 
Columbus, had never been born, or that their 
ſchemes had never gone farther than their own 

„„ | imagina- 
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imaginations.“ — This ſentiment, (ſays Mr. 1783. 
Mickle,) which is to be found in his © Introduc- SE 
tion to the World Diſplayed,” I, in my diſſerta-- 7+ 


tion prefixed to the Luſiad, have controverted 
and though authours are ſaid to be bad judges of 
their own works, I am not aſhamed to own to a 
friend, that that diſſertation is my favourite 
above all that I ever attempted in proſe. Next 
year, when the Luſiad was publiſhed, I waited 
on Dr. Johnſon, who addreſſed me with one of 
bis good-humoured ſmiles :—* Well, you have 
remembered -our difpute about Prince Henry; 
and have cited me too. You have done your 
part very well indeed ; you have made the beſt 
of your argument : but I am not convinced 

et. | 

<« Before publiſhing the Luſiad, I ſent Mr. 
- Hoole a proof of that part of the introduction, 
in which I make mention of Dr. Johnſon, your- 
felf, and other well-wiſhers to the work, beg- 
ging it might be ſhewn to Dr. Johnſon. This 
was accordingly done ; and 1n the place of the 
fimple mention of him which I had made, he 
dictated to Mr, Hoole the ſentence. as it now 
ſtands. | Cy 

Dr. Johnſon told me in 1772, that before 
that time, he himſelf had a deſign to tranſlate 
the Luſiad, of the merit of which he ſpoke 
highly, but had been prevented by a number of 
other engagements.” ; 

Mr. Mickle reminds me in this letter of a con- 
verſation, when dining one day at Mr. Hoole's 
with Dr. Johnſon, when Mr. Nicol, the King's 
bookſeller, and I attempted to controvert the 
maxim, Better that ten guilty ſhould eſcape, 
than one innocent perſon ſhould ſuffer ; and 
were anſwered by Dr. Johnſon with great pow- 
er of reaſoning and eloqueuce. I am very 

e | ſorry 


39 
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_ I have no record of that day; but I 
well recolle& my illuſtrious friend's having ably 
ſhewn, that unleſs civil inſtitutions inſure pro- 
tection to the innocent, all the confidence which 


_ mankind would have in them would be loft. 


I ſhall here mention what ſhould properly 
have appeared in my account of laſt year, though 
the controverſy was not cloſed till this. The 


* Reverend Mr. Shaw, a native of one of the 


Hebrides, having entertained doubts of tbe 
authenticity of the poems aſcribed to Offian, 
diveſted himſelf of national bigotry ; and having 


travelled in the Highlands and Iſlands of Scot- 


land, and alſo in Ireland, in order to furniſh 
himſelf with materials for a Gaelick Dictionary, 
which he afterwards compiled, was fo fully ſa- 
tisfied that Dr. Johnſon was in the right upon 
the queſtion, that he fairly publiſhed a pamph- 
let, Sar his conviction, and the proofs and 
reaſons on which it was founded. A perſon at 
Edinburgh, of the name of Clark; anſwered 
this pamphlet with much zeal and abuſe of its 
authour. Johnſon took Mr. Shaw under his 
protection, and gave him his aſſiſtance in writ- 
ing a reply, which has been admired by the 
beſt judges, and by many been conſidered as 
concluſive. A few paragraphs, which ſufficient- 
ly mark their great authour, ſhall be ſelected. 
My aſſertions are, for the moſt part, purely 
negative: I deny the exiſtence of Fingal, be- 
cauſe in a long and curious peregrination through 
the Gaelick regions I have never been able to 
find it. What I could not fee myſelf I ſuſpect 
to be equally inviſible to others; and I ſuſpect 
with the more reaſon, as among all thoſe who 
have feen it no man can ſhew it. . 
Mr. Clark compares the obſtinacy of thoſe 
whodiſbelieve the geaumereisof Oſſian to a blind 
| V man, 
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man, who ſhould diſpute the reality of colours, 
and deny that the Britiſh troops were. clothed 
in red. The blind man's doubt would be ra- 
tional, if he did not know by experience that 
others have a power which he himſelf wants; 
but what perſpicacity has Mr. Clark which Na- 
_ has withheld from me or the reſt of man- 
kind? e 

The true ſtate of the parallel muſt be this. 
Suppoſe a man, with eyes like his neighbours, 
was told by a boaſting corporal, that the troops, 
indeed, wore red clothes for their ordinary 
dreſs, but that every ſoldier had likewiſe a ſuit 
of black velvet, which he put on when the 
King reviews them. This he thinks ſtrange, 
and deſires to ſee the fine clothes, but finds no- 
body in forty thouſand men that can produce 
either coat or waiſtcoat. One, indeed, has left 
them in his cheſt at Port Mahon; another has 
always heard that he ought to have velvet 
clothes ſomewhere ; and a third has heard 
ſomebody ſay, that ſoldiers ought to wear vel- 
vet. Can the enquirer be blamed if he goes 
away believing that a ſoldier's red coat is all 
that he has? | | | 

gut the moſt obdurate incredulity may be 
ſhamed or ſilenced by facts. To overpower 
contradictions, let the ſoldier ſhew his velvet 
coat, and the Fingaliſt the original of Oſſian. 
© The ditference between us and the blind 
man is this ;—the blind man is unconvinced, 
becauſe he cannot fee ; and we, becauſe though 
we can fee, we find nothing that can be 
ſhown.” | „ 

Notwithſtanding the complication of diſor- 
ders under which Johnſon now laboured, he 
did not reſign himſelf to deſpondency and diſ- 
content, but with wiſdom aud ſpirit endeavour- 

| | ed 
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1783. ed to conſole and amuſe his mind with as many 


innocent enjoyments as he could procure. Sir 


Tu. 74 John Hawkins has mentioned the cordiality 


with which he inſiſted that ſuch of the members 
of the old club in Ivy-lane as ſurvived ſhould 
meet again and dine together, which they did, 
twice at a tavern, and once at his houſe: and 
in order to inſure himſelf ſociety in the evening 
for three days in the week, he inſtituted a Club 


at the Kſſex-Head, in Efſex-ftreet, then kept by 


by Samuel Greaves, an old ſervant of Mr. 
Thrale's. * 


To Sir JosHUa REYNOLDS. 


% Dxar SIR, | | 5 
*<TT is inconvenient to me to come out, I 
ſhould elſe have waited on you with an account 
of a little evening Club which we are eſtabliſn- 
ing in Eſſex- ſtreet, in the Strand, and of which 


you are deſired to be one. It will be held at 


the Eſſex Head, now kept by an old ſervant of 
Thrale's. The company is numerous, and, as 
you will ſee by the liſt miſcellaneous. The 
terms are lax, and the expences light. Mr. 
Barry was adopted by Dr. Brockleſby, who 


joined with me in forming the plan. We meet 


thrice a week, and he who miſſes forfeits two- 
ce. 8 

« If you are willing to become a member, 

draw a line under your name. Return the liſt. 

We meet for the firſt time on Monday at eight. 

| I am, &c., 

Dec. 4, 1783. SAM. JOHNSON.” 


It did not ſuit Sir Joſhua to be one of this 
Club. But when I mention only Mr. Daines 
Barrington, Dr. Brockleſby, Mr. Murphy, Mr. 

ER Cooke, 


— 


J ˙ cas. Mo 
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Cooke, Mr. Joddrel, Mr. Paradife, Dr. Horſ- 
ley, Mr. Windham“, I ſhall ſufficiently obviate 
the miſrepreſentatioa of it by Sir John Haw- 


1983. 


— 
Etat. 74. 


kins, as if it had been a low ale-houſe aſſocia- 


tion, by which Johnſon was degraded. John- 


ſon himſelf, like his name-ſake Old Ben, com- 


— 


poſed the Rules of his Clubf. 

In the end of this year he was ſeized with a 
ſpaſmodick aſthma of ſuch violence, that he 
was confined to the houſe in great pain, being 
ſometimes obliged to fit all night in his chair, a 
e reeumbent 

*I was in Scotland when this Club was founded, and 
— all the winter. Johnſon, however, declared I 
ſhould be a member, and invented a word upon the occa- 


fion : * Boſwell [ſaid he] is a very clubable man.” When 
I came to town I was propoſed by Mr. Barrington, and 


choſen. I believe there are few ſocieties where there is 
better converſation or more decorum. Several of us re- 


ſolved to continue it after our great founder was removed 
by death. Other members were added ; and now, above 
fix years ſince that loſs, we go on happily, _ 


IRULES. 
To- day thoughts with me reſolve to drench 
„In mirth, which after no repenting draws.” 


MiLrox. 


<« The Club ſhall confiſt of four- and- twenty. 
„The meetings ſhall be on the Monday, Thurſday, and 


Saturday of every week; but in the week before Eaſter - 


there ſhall be no meeting. 

« Every member is at liberty to introduce a friend once 2 
week, but not oftener. | | 

„Two members ſhall oblige themſelves to attend in 
their turn every night from eight to ten, or to procure two 
to attend in their room. ; a 


Every member preſent at the Club ſhall ſpend ar leaſt 


fix-pence ; and every member who ſtays away ſhall forfeit. 


three-pence. 


Ahe maſter of the houſe ſhall keep an account of the 
abſent members; and deliver to the preſident of the night a 


liſt of the forfeits incurred. 
When 


— — — — ter er ni eee 4 EI ?àẽ— ͤ - 
® a a : * 2 

2 4 . * , 
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1783. recumbent poſture being ſo hurtful to his reſpi- 
ut. | 74 
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ration, that he could not endure lying in bed; 


oppreſſive and fatal diſeaſe, a dropſy. It was 
a very ſevere winter, which 2 aggra- 

is complaints; and che ſolitude in which 
Mr. Levett and Mrs. Williams had left him, 
rendered his life very gloomy. Mrs. Deſmou- 
lins, who ſtill lived, was herſelf fo very ill 
that ſhe could contribute very little to his re- 
lief. He, however, had none of that unſocial 
ſhyneſs which we commonly ſee in people 
afflicted with ſickneſs. He did not hide his 


head in abſtraction; he did not deny himſelf to 


«When any member returns after abſence, he ſhall im- 
mediately lay down his forfeits; which if he omits to do, 
the Prefident ſhall require. | | 

There ſhall be no general reckoning, but every man 
ſhall adjuft his own expences. | 5 

The night of indiſpenſable attendance will come to 
every member once a month. Whoever ſhall for three 


months together omit to attend himſelf, or by ſubſtitution, 
nor ſhall make any apology in the fourth month, ſhall be 


conſidered as having abdicated the Club. 1 
„ When a vacancy is to be filled, the name of the candi- 
date, and of the member recommending him, ſhall ſtand in 
the Club-room three nights. On the fourth he may be 
choſen by ballot; ſix members, at leaſt, being preſent, 


and two-thirds of the ballot being in his favour; or the 


majority, ſhould the numbers not be diviſible by three. 
5 The maſter of the houſe ſhall * notice, fix days be- 


fore, to each of thoſe members whoſe tùrn of neceſſarß 


attendance is come. . : 
„The notice may be in theſe words :—* Sir, On 


the of , will be your turn of preſiding 
at the Eſſex-Head. Your company is therefore earneſtly 


requeſted.” 


One penny ſhall be left by each member for the 


waiter.” 

- Johnſon's definition of a Club in this ſenſe in his 
Dictionary, is, An aſſembly of good fellows, meeting 
under certain conditions.“ | | 


the 


and there came upon him at the ſame time that 
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the viſits of his friends and acquaintances ; but 1783. 


at all times, when he was not overcome 
ſleep, was ready for converſation as in his bei 
days. t 

Jo Mrs Luer PoxrxR, in Lichfeld. 
DEAN Manam, ER oo, | 
e may perhaps think me negligent 
that J have not written to you again upon the 
loſs of your brother, but condolences and con- 


ſolations are ſuch common and ſuch uſeleſs 


things, that the omiſſion of them is no great 
crime; and my own diſeaſes occupy my mind, 
and engage my care. My nights are miſerably 
_ reſtleſs, and my days, therefore, are Eeavy. I 


try, however, to hold up my head as high asI 


I am ſorry that your health is impaired ; 
>rhaps the ſpring and the ſummer may, in 
ome degree, reſtore, it; but if not, we muſt 
ſubmit to the inconveniences of time, as to the 
other diſpenſations of Eternal Goodneſs. tray 
for me, and wiite to me, or let Mr. Pearſon 
write for you. I am, &. _ DR 
London, Nov. 29, 17855 | SAM, JoayxsoN "5 


And row I am arrived at the laſt year of 
the life of Samyzr JoHNSORN, a year in which, 
although paſſed in ſevere indifpoſition, he ne- 
vertheleſs gave many- evidences of the continu- 
ance of thofe wondrous powers of mind; which 
raiſed him ſo high in the intellectual world. 
His converfation and his letters of this year 


were in no reſpect inferiour to thoſe of former 


years. 33 3 
be following is a remarkable proof of his 


being alive to the moſt minute curioſities of li- 


teœxature. 


. To 


Eat. 74 
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D Mr. bir, Bookſeller, in the Putty. 


e. 
2 HERE i is in the world a ſet of 1 
which uſed to be fold by the bookſellers on the 
bridge, and which I muſt entreat 2 to procure 


me. They are called, Burton's Boots; the title 


of one is, A dmirable Cu rioſities, Rarities, and 
Wonders in England. TI believe there are about 
five or fix of them; they ſeem very proper to 


allure backward readers; be ſo kind as to get 


them for me, and ſend me them with the beſt 
printed edition of Baxter's Call to the Uncon- 
verted.“ Tam, &c. 

* Jan. 6, 76%. San. Jounsox.” 


His attention to WY Eſſex Head Club appears 
from the following letter to Mr. Alderman 
Clark, a gentleman for whom he cefervelly 
entertained a great regard. 


; To R1icHarD . Eſq. 


|< DPxar SiR, 


« YOU will receive a requiſition, accord- 


ing to the rules of the Club, to be at the houſe 
as Prefident of the night. This turn comes 
once a month, and the member is obliged to 


attend, or ſend another in his place. You were 


enrolled in the Club by my invitation, and I 


ought to introduce you; but as I am hindered 


; YT ſickneſs, Mr, Hoole will very properly ſup- 
piy 


my place as introduQtor, or yours as Prefi- 
dent. I hope in milder weather to be a very 


_ conſtant attendant. I am, Sir, &c. 
„Jan. 27, 178 Sax. JonnsoN.” 


"6 You 


/ ²˙ L111. ]¾—Ä!d 6 
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<« You ought to be informed, that the forfeits 1784. 


began with the year, and that every night of 
non-attendance incurs the mulét of three-penee, 
that is, nine-pence a week.” 


On the 8th of January I wrote to him, 
anxiouſly enquiring as to his health, and encloſ- 
ing my Letter to the People of Scotland, on 
the preſent State of the Nation.“ truſt, 
(ſaid I) that you will be liberal enough to make 
allowance for my differing from you on two 
points, (the Middleſex Elecion and the Ame- 
rican War) when my general principles of go- 
vernment are according to your own heart, and 
when, at a crifis of doubtful event I ſtand forth 
with honeſt zeal as an ancient and faithful baron. 
My reaſon for introducing theſe two points was, 
that as my Opinions with regard to them had 
been declared at the periods when they were 
teaſt favourable, I might have the credit of a 
man who is not a worſhipper of miniſterial 
power.” 5 = | 


To Jamzs Bosw ELI, Eſq. 


% DEAR SIR, 3 hs | 
<« I nxAaR of many inquiries which your 
kindneſs has diſpoſed you to make after me. I 
have long intended you a long letter, which 
perhaps the imagination of its length hindered 
me from beginning. I will therefore, content 
mylelf with a ſhorter. EYE | 
« Having promoted the inſtitution of a new 
Club in the neighbourhood, at the houſe of an 
old ſervant of Thrale's, I went thither to meet 
the company, and was ſeized with a ſpaſmodick 
aſthma ſo violent, that wien dimcuty 1 gar 
to my on houſe, in which I have been coann- 
| +4 SGD | el 
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1784. ed eight or nine weeks, and from which I know 


_——O 


Eat. 75: 


#43 < 


can do. 


I received your pamphlet, and when I write 
again may perhaps tell you ſome opinion about 
it; but you will forgive a man ſtruggling with 
diſeaſe his neglect of diſputes, politicks, and 
pamphlets. Let me have your prayers. My 
compliments to your lady, and young ones. Ak 


your phyſicians about my caſe ; and defire Sir 


Alexander Dick to write me his opinion. 


8 J am, dear Sir, &c. | 
Feb. 11, 1784. Sa. JoHNs0N.” 
To Mrs. Lucy PoRTER, in Lichfield, 


Mr DEAREST Love, 


© Imavs been extremely ill of an afth- 
ma and dropſy, but received, by the mercy of 


Gop, 
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Go, ſudden an unexpected relief laſt Thurſday, 


by the diſcharge of twenty pints of water. 
| Whether I - ſhall continue 1 — or fill agay 
cannot be told. Pray for me. 

Death, my dear, is very dttadful ; let us 
think nothing worth our care but how to prepare 
for it ; what EIS ee amiſs in ourſelves let us 
make haſte to amend, and put our truſt in the 
mercy of Gop, and the interceſſion of our Sa- 


* 


vious, I am, dear Madam 4h 
e * Your moſt humble ſervant, 
A Feb: 2 1784 ::: SAM. Joi xsox.“ 


To Jaws Bosw ELL, Eg. 0 


: : DRAR SR e 175 4 
Io I HA juſt advanced fo far towards 
recovery as to read 4 pamphlet; and you thay 


' reaſonably ſuppoſe that the firſt pamphlet which 


read was yours. I an very much of your opi- 
nion, and, like you; feel great indignation at 
the indecency with which the King is every day 
treated. Your paper contains very Cohiidera- 
ble knowledge of the hiſtory and df the ebnſti- 
tution, very properly produted and applied: It 
Will certainly raiſe your character“, though 
perhaps it may not make you 4 Miniſter of 
tate. | . 


+ * # + * 


ce J defire 


* T ſent it to Mr. Pitt, wich a letter, in Which I thus 
exprefled myſelf: My principles may appear to you too 
monarchical ; but I know and am perſuaded, they are fiot 
inconfiftent with the true arty ors of liberty. Be this as 
it may, you, Sir, are now the Pr. 
the Sovereign to maintain the rights of the Crown, as well 
| | a8 


9 


rime Miniſter, called by 


ö 
BY - 
1 
_ 
: 
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I defire you to ſee Mrs. Stewart once again, 
and tell her, that in the letter-caſe was a letter 
relating to me, for which I will give her, if ſhe 
is willing to give it me, another guinea. ' The 
letter is of conſequence only to me, 
JJ WS ae Ree. -- 
London, Feb. 27, 1784 Sam, JoHnsoN.” 


In conſequence of Johnſon's requeſt that 1 
ſhould aſk our phyſicians about his caſe, and de- 
fire Sir Alexander Dick to ſend his opinion, I 
tranſmitted him a letter from that very amiable 
Baronet, then 1n his eighty-firſt year, with his 
faculties as entire as ever; and mentioned his 
expreſſions to me in the note accompanying it: 
«With my moſt affectionate wiſhes for Dr, 
Johnſon's recovery, in which his friends, his 
country, and all mankind have ſo deep a ſtake :” 
and at the ſame time a full opinion upon his 
caſe by Dr, Gilleſpie, who, like Dr. Cullen, 
had the advantage of having paſſed through the 
gradations of ſurgery and pharmacy, and b 
ſtudy and practice had attained to ſuch ſkill, 
that my father ſettled on him two hundred 
pounds a year for five years, and fifty pounds a 
year during his life, as an honorarinm to ſecure 

is particular attendance, The opinion was 
conveyed in a letter to me, beginning, I am 
ſincerely ſorry for the bad ſtate of health your 
very learned and illuſtrious friend, Dr, Johnſon, 
labours under at preſent.” 


as thoſe of the people, againſt a violent ſation. As ſuch, 
you are entitled to the warmeſt ſupport of every good ſub- 
| Jett of every department.” He anſwered, I am extremely 
_ obliged to you for the ſentiments you do me the honour to 
expreſs, and have obſerved with great pleaſure the zealous 
and able ſupport given to the Cavse or Tyx Pyziics in 
' the work you were ſo good to tranſmit to me,” = 


To 
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* 


1 . 3 ws L 
” * 1 = & * 
— wal 4 4 A 


Ke Ii; . 2 6 2 b l. N 1 ; 
* 'To Jamzs BoSwERLL, Eg, | | 


uw £4 # . 


17 DAR SIR, R ; Rata 
4 ©, PRESENTLY after I had ſent away 
my, laſt letter, I received your kind medical 
packet. I am very much obliged both to you 
and your phyſicians for your kind attention to 
my diſeaſe. Dr. Gillefpie has ſent an excellent 
con ſilium medicum, all ſolid practical experi- 


mental knowledge. I am at preſent, in the opi- 


nion of my phyſicians (Dr. Heberden and Dr, 
Brockleſpy) as well as my own, going on very 
hopefully. I have juſt begun to take vinegar 
of ſquills. The powder hurt my ſtomach ſo 
much, that it could not bæntined. 

« Return Sir Alexander Dick my fincere 
thanks for his kind letter; and bring with you 
the rhubarbꝰ which he fo tenderly offers me. 

I hope dear Mrs. Boſwell is now quite well, 
and that no evil, either real or imaginary, now 
diſturbs you. Tam, C. 

London, March 2, 1784. | 

ED 08 51917 2657 0:6 Sa Jonwyn.* 


I alſo applied to three of the eminent phyſi- 
c1ans who had chairs in our celebrated ſchool of 
medicine at Edinburgh, Doctors Cullen, Hope, 
and Monro, to each of whom ] lent the follow- 

To of © of SIDES | 


„ Dran Sin, 


DR. Jonxsox has been very ill for 
ſome time; and in a letter of anxious appre- 


From his garden at Preſtonfield, where he cultivated 
tha p ant with ſuch ſucceſs, that he was preiented with a 
gol 1 edal by the Soc.ety of London for the Encoutage- 
ment cf Arts and Sciences. | , 


henſon 


1 
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0 
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henſion he writes to me, Aſt your phyſicians 


about my caſs . 1 
cc This, you ſee, is not authority for a regular 
conſultation: but I have no deubt of your ad- 
vice to a man 16 eminent, and who, in his life 
6f Garth, bas paid your profeflion a juſt and 
elegant compliment © I believe every man has 
found in phyſicians great liberality and oy 
of ſentiment, very prompt effufions. of benefi - 
ceace, and willingneſs to exert a lucrative art, 
where there is no hope of lucre.“ n 
Dr. Johnſon is aged ſeventy- four. Laſt 
ſummer he had a ſtroke of the palſy, from which 
he recovered almoſt entirely. He had, before 


that; been troubled with a catarrhous congh.— 


This winter he was ſeized with a fpafmodick 
aſthma, by which he has been confined to his 
houſe for about three months, Dr. Brocklefby 
writes to me, that upon the leaft admiſſion of 
cold, there is ſuch a conſtriction upon bis breaſt, 
that he cannot lye down in his bed, but is 6blig= 
ed to fit up all night, and gets reſt, and ſomè- 
times ſleep, only by means of laudanum and 


ſyrup of poppies; and that there are cedema- 


tous tumours on his legs and thighs. Dr. Brock- 


leſby truſts a good deal to the return of mild 


weather, Dr. Johnſon ſays, that a dropſy gains 


ground upon him; and he ſeems to think a 
warmer climate would do him good. I under- 
ſtand he is now rather better, and is uſing vines 
gar of ſquills. J am, with great eſteem, dear 
Sir, Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
„March 7, 1784. | OR 
ee 295? Janns Boswnry,” 


All of them paid the moſt polite attention to 


my letter, and its venerable object. Dr. Culs 


len's words concerning him were, It would give 
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me the greateſt pleaſure to be of zny ſetVice to 
4 man whom the public properly eftevin, and 
whom I eſteem and reſpe& as much as I do 
Dri Johiiſon.“ Dr. Hopes, Few people have 
a better claim on me than your friend, as hardly 
a day paſſes that I do not aſk his opinion aboug 
this ot that word.” Dr. Monto's.< I moſt fin- 


og 
2584. 


—— 
Etat. 75. 


cerely join you in fymqpathizing with that very 


worthy and ingenious character, from whom 
this country has derived much inſtruction and 
entertainment.“ | | 

Pr. Hope correſponded with his friend Dr. 
Brockleſpy. DeRtors Cullen and Monro wrote 
their opinions and preſeriptions to me, which I 
afterwards carried with me'ts London, and, fo 


far as they were encouraging, communicated to 


Johaſon, The liberatity on one hand, and 


grateful ſeaſe of it on the other, I have great 


latisfaction in recording. 
To JAuES BoswELL, Fjg. 


* Pn Sth, © 165 2 — 
2 F am too much pleafed with the at- 
tention which you and your dear lady“ ſhow to 
my welfare, not to be diligent in letting yon 
1 the progreſs which I make towards health, 
The droply, by Gop's bleffing, has now run 
almoſt totally a 

the aſthma, if not irritated by cold, gives me lit- 
tle trouble, While I am writing this, I have not 
any fenfation of debility or diſeaſe. But I do 
not yet venture out, having been confined to the 
Houfe from the thirteenth of December, now a 
quarter of à year. 2 


us had unter Nets very Lind lager 


way by natural evacuation ; and 


„ Wheg 
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784. 
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Ku. 75. a letter as Mrs. Boſwell's might draw any man, 


not wholly motionleſs, a great 5 0 Pray tell 


neſs have touched and gratified me. 
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* When it will be fit for me to travel as far 
as Auchinleck, I am not able to gueſs; but ſuch 


the dear lady how much her civility and kind- 


Our parliamentary tumults have now begun 


to ſubſide, and the King's authority is in ſome 


meaſure re-eſtabliſhed. Mr. Pitt will have great 
power ; but you muſt remember, that what he 
has to give muſt, at leaſt for ſome time, be given 
to thoſe who gave, and thoſe who preſerve 


his power. A new miniſter can facrifice little 


to eſteem or friendſhip ; he muſt, till he is ſet- 
tled, think only of extending bis Intereſt, 


« If you come hither through Edinburgh, 
ſend for Mrs. Stewart, and give for me another 
mea for the letter in the old caſe, to which 


ſhallnot be ſatisfied with my claim, tillſhe gives 


it me. | | | 
<« Pleaſe to bring with you Baxter's Anacreon; 
and if you procure heads of Hector Boece, the 
hiſtorian, :and Arthur Johnſton, the poet, I will 
put them in my room, or any other of the fa- 
thers of Scottiſh literature. 5 
* I with you an eaſy and happy journey, and 
hope I need not tell you that you will be wel- 
come to, dear Sir, yaur moſt affectionate hum 
ble ſervant, 
London, March 18, 1784. 5 
Pats | SM. JOHNSON.” 


I wrote to him, March 28, from York, in- 
forming him that I had a high gratification in 
the triumph of monarchical principles over ariſ- 
rocratical inflyence, in that great county, in an 
addreſs to the King; that I was thus far on my 

way 
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way to him, but that news of the diſſolution of 1784. 


Parliament having arrived, I was to haſten 


back to my own country, where J had carried 


an addreſs to his Majeſty by a great majority, 
and had ſome intention of being a candidate to 
repreſeut the county in Parliament. 
To Jauxs BoswsLL, Ei. 
„ Dax Sin, | 


« YOU could do nothing ſo proper as 


to haſte back when you found the Parliament 


diſſolved. With the influence which your ad- 
dreſs muſt have gained you, it may reaſonably 
be expected bat your preſence will be of im- 
portance, and your activ ity of effect. 


5 Your ſolicitude for me gives me that plea- 


ſure wich every man feels from the kindneſs of 
ſuch a friend; and it is with delight I receive ir 
by telling, that Dr. Brockleſpy's account is true, 
and that I am, by the bleſſing of Gon, won- 
derfully relieved. © e 

© You are entering upon a tranſaction which 
requires much prudence. You mutt endeavour 
to oppoſe without exaſperating; to practiſe tem- 
porary hoſtility, without producing enemies for 


life. This is, perhaps, hard to be done; yet it 


has been done by many, and ſeems moſt likeiy 
to be effected by oppoſing merely upon general 
principles, without deſcending to perſonal or 
particular cenſures or objections. One thing 1 
- muſt enjoin you, which is ſeldom abſerved ia 
the conduct of elections; I muſt entreat you to 
be ſcrupulous in the uſe of ſtrong liquors.— 


One night's drunkenneſs may defeat the labours 


of forty days well employed. Be firm, but not 
clamorous; be active, but not malicious; and 
| e 05 you 


— in. 
tat. 75 
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>> you may form ſuch an intereſt, as may not only 


1 


. exalt yourſelf, but dignify your family. 
We are, as you may ſuppoſe, all bufy here. 
Mr. Fox reſolute ſtands for Weſtminſter, and 
his friends ſay will carry the election. Howe- 
ver that be, fe will certainly have a ſeat. Mr. 
Hoole has juſt told me, that the city leans 
towards the King, | | 

Let me hear, from-time to time, how you 
are employed, and what progreſs you make, 
«© Make dear Mrs. Boſwell, and all the young 
Boſwells, the fiueere compliments of, Sir, 
<« Your affectionate humble ſervant, 
London, March 3o, 1784. Io 
| Sam. JohNSO.“ 


To Mr. Langton he wrote with that cordiality 
which was ſuitable to the long friendſhip Which 
had ſubſiſted between him and that gentleman. 
March 27. Since you left me, I have con- 
tinued in my Own opinion, and in Dr. Brockleſ- 
by's, to grow better with reſpect to all my for- 
midable and dangerous diſtempers ; though to 
a body battered and ſhaken as mine has lately 
been, it is to be feared that weak attacks may 
be ſometimes miſchievous. I have, indeed, by 
ſtanding careleſsly at an open window, got a very 
.troubleſome cough, which it has been neceſſary 
to appeaſe by opium, in larger quantities than 
J like to take, and I have not found it give way 
fo readily as I expected; its obſtinacy, however, 
ſeems at laſt diſpoſed to ſubmit to the remedy, 
and I know not whether I ſhould then have a 
right to complain of any morbid ſenſation. My 
aſthma is, I am afraid, conftitutional and incu- 
rable ; but it is only occaſional, and unleſs it be 
excited by labour or by cold, gives me no mo- 
jeſtation, nor does it lay cloſe ſiege to life; for 
Six John Floyer, whom the phyſical race confi- 
55 ns, | ; der 
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der as authour of one of the beſt books upon it, 1784. 
panted on to ninety, as was ſuppoſed ; and why > 
were we content with ſuppoſing a fact fo inte- Al. 75. 
reſting, of a map ſo conſpicuous, becauſe he 
corrupted, at perhaps ſeventy or eighty, the re- 
giſter, that he might paſs for younger than be 
was? He was not much leſs than eighty, when 
to a man of rank who modeſtly aſked him his 
age, he anſwered, © Go lock; though he was | 
in general a man of civility and elegance. | 
* The ladies, I find, are at your houſe all of 
well, except Miſs Langton, who will probabiy K 
ſoon recover her health by light ſuppers. Let i 
her eat at dinner as ſhe will, but not take a full 
ſtomach to bed. Pay my ſincere reſpects to the N 
two principal ladies in your houſe; and when i 
ou write to dear Miſs Langton in Lincolnſhire, 
| — her know that I mean not to break our league * 
of friendſhip, and that I have a ſet of Lives for 1 
her, when I ha ve the means of ſending it.“ 

April 8. © 1 am ſtill diſturbed by my cough; q 
but what thanks have I not to pay, when my 1 
cough 1s the moſt painful ſenſation that I feel ?— 
and from that I expect hardly to be releaſed, 

while winter continues to gripe us with ſo much 
pertinacity. The year has now advanced eigh- 
teen days beyond the equinox, and ſtill there is 
very little remiſſion of the cold. When warm 
weather comes, which ſurely muſt come at laſt, 

| 1 hope it will help both me and your yourg 

a The man ſo buſy about addreſſes is neither 
more nor leſs than our own Boſwell, who had 
come as far as York towards London, but turned 
back on the diſſolution, and is ſaid now to ſtand 


for ſome place. Whether to wiſh him ſucceſs, 
his beſt friends heſitate. 


Let 
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178% © Let me have your prayers for the comple- 
E. tion of my recovery: I am now better than I 
ever expected to have been. May Gop add to 
his merctes the grace that may enable me to uſe. 
them according to his will. My compliments 
to all.” 1 e 
April 13. © I had this evening a note from 
Lord Portmore*, deſiring that I would give you 
an account of my health. You might have had 
it with leſs circumduction. I am, by Gop's 
. bleſſing, I believe, free from all morbid ſenſa- 
tions, except a cough, which is only trouble- 
ſome. But I am ſtill weak, and can have no 
great hope of ſtrength till the weather be ſofter. 
The ſummer, if it be kindly, will, I hope ena- 
ble me to ſupport the winter. Gop, who has 
fo wonderfully reſtored me, can preſerve me iu 
all ſeaſons. „ 
Let me enquire in my turn after the ſtate of 
your family, great and little, I hope Lady 
Rothes and Miſs Langton are both well. That 
is a good baſis of comment, Then how goes 
George on with his ſtudies ? How does Miſs 
Mary? And how does my own jenny? I think 
I owe Jenny a letter, which 1 will take care to 
pay. In the mean time tell her that I acknow- 
ledge the debt. . £ 
Fe pleaſed to make my compliments to the p 
ladies. If Mrs. Langton comes to London, ſhe 
will favour me with a viſit, for | am not well 
enough to go out.” | 


a tad co HA yard 


* To which Johnſon returned this anfwer: 
To the Right Honourable Earl of PoxTMonrt. 


Dx. Jonxsox acknowledges with great reſpect the 
honour of Lord Portmore's notice. He is better than he 
was; and will, as his Lordſhip directs, write to Mr. Lang- 
ton.“ | 


« Bolt-court, Fleet-ftrect, Apr. 13, 1784. 


To 
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To Ozias Humenrtey®, E/g. 


„„ | | 
« Mx. HooLz has told me with what 
benevolence you liſtened to a requeſt which I 
was almoſt afraid to make, of leave to a young 
painter ſ to attend you from time to time in your 
painting room, to ſee your operations, and re- 
ceive your inſtructions. 

* The young man has perhaps good parts, 
but has been without a regular education. He 
is my god-ſon, and therefore | intereſt myſelf in 
his progreſs and ſucceſs, and ſhall think myſelf 
much favoured if I receive from you a permiſſion 
to ſend him. - | 

** My health is, by Gov's bleſſing, much re- 
ſtored, but J am not yet allowed by my phyſi- 
cians to go abroad; nor, indeed, do I think 
myſelf yet able to endure the weather. I am, 

Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, : 
* April 5, 1784. Sam. Jonxsox.“ 


* The eminent painter, repreſentative of the ancient ſa- 
mily of Homfrey (now ſpelt Humphrey) in the weſt of 
England; who, as appears from their arms which they 
have invariably uſed, have been (as I have ſeen authenti- 
cated by the beſt authority) one of thoſe among the Knights 
and Eſquires of honour who are repreſented by Holing- 
ſhead as having iſſued from the Tower of London on 
courſers apparelled for the juſtes accompanied by ladies of 
honour, leading every one a Knight, with a chain of gold, 
paſſing through the ftreets of London into Smithfield, on 
Sunday at three o'clock in the aſternoon, being the firit 
Sunday after Michaelmas, in the fourteenth year of King 
Richard the Second. This family once enjoyed large poſ- 
ſeſſions, but, like others, have loſt them in the progreſs of 
ages. Their blood, however, remains to them well aſcer- 
tained : and they may hope, in the revolution of events, to 
recover that rank in ſociety for which, in modern times, 
fortune ſeems to be an indiſpenſable requiſite. 

+ Son of Mr. Samuel Paterſon, eminent for his know- 


ledge of books. | | 


To. 
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x en 


* SIR, : | | 
IHE bearey is my godſon, whom [I 
take the liberty of recommending to your kind» 
neſs; which I hope he will deſerve by his re- 
| the to yqur excellence, and his gratitude for 
aur favqurs. Jam, Sir, 3 | 6 
* Your moſt humble ſervant, 
April 10, 1784. SAM. JohxsON.“ 


To the ſame. 


« SIR, 

« TI Au much obliged by your civilities 
to my god-ſon, but muſt beg of you to add to 
them the favour of permitting him to ſee you 
paint, that he may know how a picture is begun, 
advanced, and completed. | 

© If he may attend you in a few of your ope- 
rations, I hope be will ſhew that the benefit has 
been properly conferred, both by his proficien- 
cy and his gratitude. At leaft I ſhall conſider 
you as enlarging your kindneſs to, Sir, 
i *« Your humble ſervant, 
May 31, 1784. | 
CE. SAM. JOHNSON.” 


To the Reverend Dr. Tayior, 4ſpbourne, 
Derlbyſbire. | 


„ DEAR SIR, 


nothing from you? I hope nothing difables you 
from writing. What I have ſeen, and what J 
have felt, gives me reaſon to fear every thing. 
Do not omit giving me the comfort of knowing, 
that after all my loſſes I have yet a friend left. 

* want 


% WHAT can be the reaſon that I hear 
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J want every comfort. My life is very ſo- 1984. 
 litary and very aheerleſs. Though it has pleaſed Eu gc. K 
God wonderfully to deliver me from the drop-- 75. 
ſy, I am yet very weak, and have not paſſed 

| * door ſince the 13th of December. I hope 

for ſome help from warm weather, which will 
ſurely come in tim. | 

I could not have the conſent of the phyſi- 
cians to go to church yeſterday ; I therefore re- 
ceived the holy Sacrament at home, in the room | 
where I communicated with dear Mrs. Williams, « 
a little before her death. O! my friend, the F 
approach of death is verydreadful. Iam afraid * 
to think on that which I know I cannot avoid. 
It is in vain to look round and round for that 
help which cannot be had. Yet we hope and 
hope, and fancy that he who has lived to-day 
may live to-morrow. But let us learn to derive | 
our hope only from God. | ; 

In the mean time, let us be kind to one 
another. I have no friend now living, but you 
and Mr. Hector, that was the friend of my = 
youth. Do not ne lect, dear Sir, 

27 _* Yours affectionately. 
London, Eaſter Monday, 2 Tl 
April 12, 1784. ; SAM. JOHNSON.” 


What follows is a beautiful ſpecimen of his 
gentleneſs and complacency to a young lady his 
god-child, one of the dayghters of his friend 
Mr. Langton, then I think in her ſeventh year. 
He took the trouble to write it in a large round 
hand, nearly reſembling printed characters, that 
ſhe might have the ſatisfaction of reading it her- 
ſelf. The original lies before me, but ſhall be 
faithfully reſtored to her; and I dare ſay will 
— ee as by ber as a jewel as long as the 
ives. 1 4 
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To Miſs [ans Laxeton, 22 Rocheſter, Kent. 
ITY DEAREST Miss IxNNV, 


I ſorry that your pretty letter has 
been ſo long without being anſwered; but, when 


Jam not pretty well, I do not always write 


plain enough for young ladies. I am glad, my 
dear, to ſee that you write ſo well, and hope 
that you mind your pen, your book, and your 
needle, for they are all neceſſary. Your books 
will give you knowledge, and make you reſpect- 
ed; and your needle will find you uſeful em- 
ployment when you don't care to read. When 
you are a little older, I hope you will be ve 


diligent in learning arithmetick; and, above all, 


that through your life you will carefully ſay your 
prayers, and read your bible. Iam, my dear, 
 &. Your moſt humble ſervant, 

May 10, 1784. : 2 
3 85 Sam. JOHNSON.” 


On Wedneſday, May 5, I arrived in Lon- 
don, and next morning had the pleaſure to find 
Dr. Johnſon greatly recovered. I but juſt ſaw 
him; for a coach was waiting to carry him to 
Iſlington, to the houſe of his friend the Rever- 
end Mr. Strahan, where he went ſometimes for 


the benefit of good air, which, notwithſtanding 


his having formerly laughed at the general opi- 
nion on the ſubject, he now acknowledged was 
conducive to health. . 

One morning afterwards, when I found him 
alone, he communicated to me, with ſolemn 
earneſtneſs, a very remarkable circumſtance 
which had happened in the courſe of his illneſs, 
when he was much diſtreſſed by the dropſy. He 
had ſhut himſelf up, and employed a day in 
particular exerciſes of ets,” humi- 

| lation 
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| hation, and prayer. On a ſudden he obtained 
extraordinary relief, for which he looked up to 
heaven with grateful devotion. He made no 
direct inference from this fat; but from his 
manner of telling it, I could perceive that it ap- 
peared to him as ſomething more than an inci- 
dent in the common courſe of events. For my 
own part, I have no difficulty to avow that caſt 
of thinking, which by many modern pretenders 
to wiſdom, is called ſuperſtitious. But here I 
think even men of pretty dry rationality may 
believe, that there was an intermediate interpo- 
fition of divine Providence, and that “ the fer- 
vent prayer of this righteous man” availed*. 
On Sunday, May 9, I found Colonel Vallancy, 
the celebrated antiquarian and engineer of Ire- 
land, with him. On Monday the '1oth I dined 
with him at Mr. Paradiſe's, where was a large 
company; Mr. Bryant, Mr. Joddrel, Mr, Haw- 
kins Browne, &c. On Thurſday the 13th I 
_ dined with him at Mr. Joddrels, with another 


* . Upon this ſubject there is a very fair and judicious re- 
mark in the life of Dr. Abernethy, in the firſt edition of 
the Biographia Britannica, which I ſhould have been glad 
to fee in his Life which has been written for the ſecond edi- 
tion of that valuable work. To deny the exerciſe of a 
particular providence in the Deity's government of the 
world is certainly impious: yet nothing ſerves the cauſe of 
the ſcorner more than an incautious forward zeal in deter- 
mining the particular inftances of it.” 

In confirmation of my ſentiments, I am alſo happy to 


quote that ſenſible and elegant writer Mr. Melmoth, in Lei- 


ter VIII. of his collection, publiſhed under the name of 
Fitz:ſbsrne. * We may ſaſely aſſert, chat the belief of 
a particular Providence is founded upon ſuch probable rea- 
ſons as may well juſtify our aſſent. It would fearee, there- 
fore, be wiſe to renounce an opinion which affords ſo firm 


a ſupport to the ſoul, in thoſe feaſons wherein ſhe ſtands in 


moſt need of affiſtance, merely becauſe it is not poſſible, in 
queſtions of this kind, to ſolve every difficulty which at- 
tends them.” | NEED 
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large company ; the Biſhop of Exeter, Lord 
Monboddo“, Mr. — Sev. 

On Saturday, May 15, I dined with him at 
Dr. Brockleſby's, where were Colonel Vallancy, 
Mr. Murphy, and that ever-cheerful companion 
Mr. Devaynes, apothecary to his Majeſty. Of 


theſe days and others on which I faw him, I 


have no memorials, except the general recol- 
lection of his being able and animated in con- 
verſation, and appearing to reliſh ſociety as 
much as the youngeſt man. I find only theſe 
three ſmall particulars :—One, when a perſon 
was mentioned who ſaid, I have lived fiſty- 
one years in this world without having had ten 
minutes of uneaſineſs ;” he exclaimed, ** The 
man who ſays fo lies. He attempts to impoſe on 
human creduliy.” The Biſhop of Exeter in 
vain obſerved, that men were very different. — 


His Lordſhip's manner was not impreſſive, and 


contradicting a biſho 


J learnt afterwards that Johnſon did not find out 
that the perſon who talked to him was a Prelate; 
if he had, I doubt not that he would have treat- 


ed him with more reſpect; for once talking of 
George Pſalmanazar, whom he reverenced for 


his piety, he ſaid, © I ſhould as ſoon think of 
One of the company 


provoked him 83 by doing what he could 


l Vas ſorry to obſerve Lord Monboddo avoid any com- 


Tour to the Hebrides,” third edition, page 67,) but un- 


munication with Dr. Johnſon. I flattered myſelf chat T 
had made them very good friends, (fee “ Journal of a 


happily his Lordſhip had reſumed and cheriſhed a violent 
Prejudice againſt my illuſtrious friend, to whom I muſt do 
the juſtice to ſay, there was on his part not the leaſt anger, 


but a good-humoured ſportiveneſs. Nay, though he knew 


of his Lordſhip's diſpofition towards him, he was even 
kindly ;_as appeared from his inquiring of me after him, by 


an abbreviation of his name, Well, how does Monny ?” 


leaſt 
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. leaſt of all bear, which was quotmg ſomething 1784. 
of his own writing, againſt what he then main- > 
tained. © What, Sir, (cried the gentleman,) 
do you ſay to 1 | 


The buſy, the peaceful night, 
© Unfelt, uncounted, glided by?“ 


Johnſon having thus. had himſelf preſented as 


. giving an inſtance of a man who had lived 
. Without uneaſineſs was much offended, for he 


looked upon ſuch quotation as unfair. His an- 


ger burſt out in unjuſtifiable retort, inſinuating 
that the gentleman's remark was a fally of 


ebriety; Sir, there is one paſſion I would ad- 
viſe you to command. When you have drunk 
out that glaſs, don't drink another.“ Here was 


exemplifled what Goldſmith ſaid of him, with 
the aid of a very witty image from one of Cib- 
- ber's Comedies, There is no arguing with 
Johnſon; for if his piſtol miſſes fire, he knocks 
you down with the butt end of 1t.”—Another, 
when a gentleman of eminence in the literary 
world was violently. cenfured for attacking 
people by anonymous paragraphs in news-papers 
—he, from the ſpirit of contradiction as I 


thought, took up his defence, and faid, © Come, 
come, this is not ſo terrible a crime; he means 
only to vex them a little. I do not ſay that 1 
ſhould do it; but there is a great difference be- 
tween him and me; what is fit for Hephæſtion 


is not fit for Alexander.“ — Another, when I 
told him that a young and handſome Counteſs 


ſaid to me, I ſhould think that to be praiſed 
by Dr. Johnſon would make one a fool all one's 
life; and that I anſwered, © Madam, I ſhall 
make him a iool to-day, by repeating this to 


him,“ he faid, © I am too old to be made a 


fool; 
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fool; but if you ſay I am, I ſhall not deny it. 
I am much pleaſed with a x compliment, eſpeci- 
ally from a pretty woman.“ 

On the evening of Saturday, May 1 5, he was 
in fine ſpirits, at our Eiſex-Head-Club. He 
told us, I dined yeſterday at Mr. Garrick's, 
with Mrs. Carter, Wiſs Hannah More, and 
Miſs. Fanny Burney. Three ſuch women are 
not to be found. 1 know not where I could 


nd a fourth, except Mrs. Lennox, who is ſu- 
1 * to them all.“ BoswELL. What! 


d you them all to yourſelf, Sir? Jonxsox. 
#6 Thad them all as much as they were had; but it 
might have been better had there been more 
company there.” BOSWEII. Might not Mrs. 
Montagu have been a fourth?“ Jounsox. © Sir, 
Mrs. Montagu does not make a trade of her 
wit, But Mrs. Montagu is a very extraordinary 


woman; ſhe has a conſtant ſtream of converſa- 


tion, and is always impregnated ; it has always 
meaning.” BoswseLr. © Mr. Burke has a eon- 
ſtant ſtream of converſation. JOHNSON. © Yes, 


Sir; if a man were to go by chance at the ſame 


time under a ſhed, to ſhun a ſhower, he would 
ſay this is an extraordinary man. If Burke 
ſhould go into a ſtable to ſee his horſe dreſt, the 
oſtler would ſay we have had an extraordinary 


man here.” BOoSWEL IL. Foote was a man who 


never failed in converſation, If he had gone 


into a ſtable— Jorunson. © Sir, if he 


had gone into a able. the oftler would have 
ſaid here has been a comical fellow; but he 
would not have reſpected bim.“ BoswzII. 
* And, Sir, the oſtler would have anſwered 
him, would have given him as good. as he 
brought, as the common ſaying is.” JoyxsoN. 
« Yes, Sir; and Foote would have anſwered 
the oftler When Burke does not deſcend to 
pe Merry his converſation 1 is very ſuperiour in- 


deed. 
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deed. There is no proportion between the 
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6; mg which he ſhews in ſerious talk and jocu- — 


rity. When he lets himſelf down to that, he 


is in the kennel.“ I have in another place 


poſed, and I hope with ſucceſs, Dr. Johnſon's 
very ſingular and erroneous notion as to Mr. 
Burke's pleaſantry. Mr. Windham now faid 
low to me, that he differed from our great friend 
in this obſervation; for that Mr. Burke was of- 
ten very happy in his merriment. It would not 
have been right for either of us to have contra- 
diced Johnſon at this time, in a Society all of 
whom did not know and. value Mr. Burke as 
much as we did, It might have occaſioned 
ſomething more rough, and at any rate would 


probably have checked the flow of Johnſows 


Etat. 75. 


good. humour. He called to us with a ſudde n 


air of exultation, as the thought ſtarted into his 


mind, O Gentlemen, I muſt tell you a very 
great thing. The Empreſs of Ruſha has or- 
dered the © Rambler' to be tranſlated into 


| the Ruſſian language +. So I ſhall be read 


on the banks of the Wolga. Horace boaſts 
that his fame would extend as far as the banks 
of the Rhone; now the Wolga is farther from 
me than the Rhone was from Horace.” Bos- 
WELL. © You muſt certainly be pleaſed with 
this, Sir.” JonnsoN. ] am pleaſed, S ir, to be 


ſure. A man is pleaſed to find that he has ſuc- 


ceeded in that which he hasendeavoured todo.” 

One of the company mentioned his having 
ſeen a noble perſon driving in his carriage, and 
looking exceedingly well, notwithſtanding his 
great age. JOHNSON, © Ah, Sir; that is no- 
thing. Bacon obſerves, that a ſtout healthy 
old man is like a tower undermined.” 


F Thave ſince heard that the report was not well-founded ; 


but the elation diſcovered by Johnſon i in the belief that it 


was true, thewel a noble ardour tor literary fame. 


On 


Fl 
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178. On Sunday, May 16, I found him alone; he 
> talked of Mrs. Thrale with much concern, ſay- 
Etat. 75. ing, © Sir, the has done every thing wrong, 


fince Thrale's bridle was off her neck;” and 
was proceeding to mention ſome circumſtances 
| which have ſince been the ſubject of publick diſ- 
cuſhon, when he was interrupted by the arrival 
of Dr. Douglas, now Biſhop of Carliſte. 
Dr. Douglas, upon this occaſion, refuted a 


miſtaken fiotion which is very common in Scot- 


land, that the eccleſiaſtical difcipline of the 
Church of England, though duly enforced, is 
inſufficient to preſerve the morals of the clergy, 
maſmuch as all delinquents may be ſcreened by 
appealing to the Convocation, which being ne. 
ver authorized by the King to ſit for the diſpatch 
of buſineſs, the appeal never can be heard. 
Dr. Douglas obſerved, that this was founded 
upon ignorance ; for that the Biſhops have ſuffi- 
cient power to maintain diſcipline, and that the 


firting of the Convocation was wholly imma- 


terial in this reſpect, it being not a Court of 
judicature, but like a parliament, to make ca- 
nons and regulations as times may require. 


' Johnſon, talking of the fear of death, ſaid, 


Some people are not afraid, becauſe they look 
upon ſalvation as the effect of an abſolute de- 
eree, and think they feel in themſelves the 
marks of ſanGithcation. Others, and thoſe the 
moſt rational in my opinion, look upon falva- 
tion as conditional; and as they never can be 


ſure that they have complied with the condi- 


tions, they are afraid,” 

In one of his little manuſcript diaries, about 
this time, I find a ſhort notice, which marks 
his amiable diſpoſition more certainly than a 
thouſand ſtudied declarations.—“ Afternoon 
{peat cheerfully and elegantly, I hope without 
„ N oflence 
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offence to Gov or man; though in no holy 1984 


duty, yet in the general exerciſe and cultivation 
of benevolence. . 15 


- 


On. Monday, May 17, I dined with him at 
Mr. Dillys, where were Colonel Vallancy, 
Reverend' Dr. Gibbons, and Mr. Capel Lofft, 
who, though a moſt zealous Whig, has a mind 


ſo full of learning and knowledge, and fo much 


in exerciſe in various exertions, and withal ſo 
much lhberality, that the ſtupendous powers of 


the literary Goliath, though they did not frighten 
this little David of popular ſpirit, could not 
but excite his admiration. There was alfo Mr. 
Braithwaite of the Poſt-office, that amiable and 


f. iendly man, who, with modeft and voaffuming 
manners, has affociated with many of the wits 
of the age. Johnfon was very quieſcent to- 
day. Perhaps too I was indolent. I find no- 
thing more of him in my notes, but that when 


I mentioned that I had ſeen in the King's library 
fixty-three editions of my favourite Thomas a 
Kempis, amongft which it was in eight lan- 


guages, Latin, German, French, Italian, Spa- 


niſn, Engliſh, Arabick, and Armenian, he 


ſaid, he thought it unneceſſary to collect many 
editions of a book, which were all the fame, 
except as to the paper and print ; he would have 
the, original, and all the tranſlations, and all the 
editions which had wy variations in the text. 
He approved of the famous collection of edi- 
tions of Horace by Douglas, mentioned 
Pope, who is faid to have a cloſet filled wit 
them; and he ſaid, every man ffiould try to 
collect one book in that manner, and preſent it 
to a publick library. | | 

On Tueſday, May r7, I faw him for a ſhort 
time in the morning. I told him tha» the mob 
had called out, as the King paſſed, No Fox 


— 
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1784 —No Fox,” which I did not like. He ſaid, 
. They were right, Sir.“ I faid, I thought 


not, for it ſeemed to be making Mr. Fox the 
King's competitor. "There being no audience, 


fo that there could be no triumph in a victory, 


he fairly agreed with me. I ſaid it might do 
very well, if explained thus: Let us have no 
Fox ;” underſtanding as a prayer to his Majeſty 
not to appoint that gentleman miniſter. 

On Wedneſday, May 19, I fat a part of the 
evening with him, by ourſelves. I obſerved, . 
that the death of our friends might be a conſola- 
tion againſt the fear of our own diſſolution, be- 
cauſe we might have more friends in the other 
world than in this. He perhaps felt this as a re- 
flection upon his apprehenſion as to death; and 
ſaid, with heat, How cana man know where his 
departed friends are, or whether they will be 
his friends in the other world. How many 


friendſhips have you known formed upon prin- 


eiples of virtue? Moſt friendſhips. are formed 
by caprice or by chance, mere confederacies in 
vice or leagues in folly.” 


We talked of our worthy friend Mr, Lang- 
ton. He ſaid, © I know not who will go to 
Heaven if Langton does not, Sir, I could al- 
moſt ſay, Sit anima mea cum Langtono.” I men- 
tioned a very eminent friend as a virtuous man. 
Jondsox. © Yes, Sir; but — has not the 
evangelical virtue of Langton. , Iam 
afraid, would not ſcruple to pick up a wench.” 

He however charged Mr. Langton with what. 
he thought want of judgement upon an intereſt- 
ing occaſion. © When I was ill (faid he) I 


deſired he would tell me ſincerely in what he 


thought my life was faulty. Sir, he brought me 
a ſhcet of paper, on which he had written down 
N . | a ſheet 


PRE. 
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ſeveral texts of Scripture, recommending chriſ- 
tian charity. And when I queſtioned him what 
occaſion I had given for ſuch an animadverſion, 
all that he could fay amounted to this that I 
ſometimes contradicted people in converſation. 
Now what harm does it do to any man to be 
contradicted ?” BoswELL. © I ſuppoſe he meant 
the manner of doing it ; roughly—and harſhly.” 
JoansoNn, © And who is the worſe for that?“ 
BoswELL. © It hurts people of weak nerves.” 
JohNsoN. © I know no ſuch weak-nerved peo- 
ple.” Mr. Burke, to whom I related this con- 
ference, ſaid, Id is well, if when a man comes 
to die, he has nothing heavier upon his conſci- 
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ence than having been a little rough in conver- 


ſation.” 


Johnſon, at the time when the paper was pre- 


ſented to him, though at firſt pleaſed with the 
attention of his friend, whom he thanked in an 
earneſt manner, ſoon exclatmed, in a loud and 
angry tone,” What is your drift, Sir?“ Sir 
Joſhua Reynolds lalatuly obſerved, that it was 
a ſcene for a comedy, to ſee a penitent get into 
a violent paſſion and belabour his coufeſlor®, 
Foe 1 ee ] have 


* After all, I cannot but be of opinion, that as Mr. 
Langton was ſeriouſly requeſted by Dr. Johaſon to mention 
what appeared to him erroneous in the character of his 
friend, he was bound, as an honeſt man, to intimate what 
he really thought, which he certainly did in the moſt deli- 


cate manner; fo that * himſelf, when in a quiet. 


frame, was pleaſed wit | 
before me, and I ſhall quote a few of them. © Blefiedare 
the meek, for they iball inherit the earth.” Mat. v. 5.— 
I therefore, the priſoner of the Loxp, beſeech you, that 
ye walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called. 
With all lowligeſs and meekneſs, with long- ſuffering, for- 
bearing one another in love.” Epheſ. v. 1, 2.—“ * above 


all theſe things put on charity, which is the bond of per- 
LT 1 5  fecneſs. 


it. The texts ſuggeſted are now 
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2784 I have no more of his converſation at the 
=. times when I ſaw him during the reſt of this 
at 75* month, till Sunday, the 3oth of May, when T 
met him in the evening at Mr. Hoole's, where 
, there was a large company both of ladies and 
gentlemen; Sir James Johnſton happened to ſay, 
that he paid no regard to the arguments of coun- 
ſel at the bar of the Houſe of Commons, be- 
eauſe they were paid for ſpeaking. Joh NSsON. 
« Nay, dir, argument is argument. You can- 
not help paying regard to their arguments if they 
are good. If it were teſtimony you might diſ- 
regard it, if you knew that it were purchaſed. 
There is a beautiful image in Bacon upon this 
ſubject; teſtimony is like an arrow ſhot from a 
long-bow ; the force of it depends on the ſtrength 
of the hand that draws it. Argument is like an 
arrow from a croſs-bow, which has equal force 
ſhot by a child.” F eee 3113555 
He had dined that day at Mr. Hoole's, and 
"Miſs Helen Maria Williams being expected in 
the evening, Mr. Hoole put mto his hands her 
beautiful Ode on the Peace* ;” Johnſon read 
it over, and when this amiable, elegant, and 
accompliſhed young lady was preſented to him, 
he took her by the hand in the moſt courteous 
manner, and repeated the fineſt ſtanza of her 
poem ; this was the moſt delicate and pleaſing 
compliment he could pay. Her reſpectable 
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fectneſs. Cal. iii. 14.—* Charity ſuffereth long, and is 
kind; charity envieth not, charity vaunteth not itſelf, is 
not puiſed up: doth not behave itlelf unſeemly, is not ea- 
fily provoked.” 1 Cor. xt. 4, 5. 

The Peace made by that very able ſtateſman, the Earl 
of Shelburne, now Marquis of Lanſdowne, which may 
fairly be conſidered as the foundation of all the proſperity 
of Great Britain ſince that time. __ | 
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friend, Dr. Kippis, from whom I had this an- 1784. 
ecdote, was ſtanding by, and was not a little "YT 
gratified. * .75 
Miſs Williams told me, that the only other 
time ſhe was fortunate enough to bein Dr. John- 
ſon's company, he aſked her to ſit down by 
him, which ſhe did, and upon her enquiring 
how he was, he anſwered, © I am very ill in- 
deed, Madam. I am very ill even when you 
are near me; What ſhould I be were you at a 
diſtance.” „ 33333 
He had now a great deſire to go to Oxford, 
as his firſt jaunt after his illneſs; we talked of it 
for ſome days, and I had promiſed to accompany 
him. He was impatient and fretful to-night, 
becauſe I did- not at once agree to go with him 
on Thurſday. When I conſidered how ill he 
had been, and what allowance ſhould be made 
for the influence of ſickneſs upon his temper, I | 
reſolved to indulge him, though with ſome in- | 
convenience to myſelf, as I wiſhed to attend 
the muſical meeting in honour of Handel, in 2. 
Weſtminſter-Abbey, on the following Satur- | 


ay. 3 1 

in the midſt of his own diſeaſes and pains, he 
was ever compaſſionate to the diſtreſſes of others, | 
and actively earneſt in procuring them aid, as | 
appears from a note to Sir Joſhua Reynolds, of | 
June 1, in theſe words: I amaſhamed to aſk 
ſome relief for a poor man, to whom, I hope, | 
J have given what I can be expected to ſpare. 1 
The man importunes me, and the blow goes | 

| round. I am going to try another air on Thurſ- | 


day.“ 1 
On Thurſday, June 3, the Oxfard poſt-coach | 
took us up at Bolt-court. The other two paſ- | 


ſengers were Mrs. Beresford and her daughter, 
two very agreeable ladies from America; they 
N were 
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1784. were going to Worceſterſhire, where they then 


I refided: Frank had been ſent by his maſter the 


Etat. 75 


day before to take places for us; and I found 
from the way-bill,, that Dr. Johnſon had made 
our names be put down. Mrs. Beresford, who 
had read it, whiſpered me, © Is this the great 


Dr. Johnſon?” I told her it was; fo ſhe was 
then prepared to liſten. As ſhe ſoon happened 


to mention in a voice ſolow that Johnſon did 
not hear it, that her huſband had been a mem- 
ber of the American Congreſs, I cautioned her 


to beware of introducing that ſubject, as ſhe 


muſt know how very violent Johnſon was againſt 
the people of that country. He talked a great 
deal, but I am forry I preſerved but little of the 
converſation. Miſs Beresford was ſo much 
charmed, that ſhe ſaid to me aſide, * How he 
does talk! Every ſentence is an eſſay.“ She 
amuſed herſelf in the coach with knotting ; he 
would ſcarce allow this fpecies of employment 
any merit. Next to mere idleneſs (ſaid he) I 
think knotting is to be reckoned in the ſcale of 
inſignificance; though I once attempted to learn 
knotting. Dempſter's ſiſter (looking at me) en- 
deavoured to teach me it; but I made no pro- 
greſs.” ; 
I was ſurpriſed at his talking without reſerve 
in the publick poſt-coach of the ſtate of his af- 
fairs; “ I have (ſaid he) about the world I 
thiak above a thouſand pounds, which T intend 
ſhall afford Frank an annuity of ſeventy pounds 
a year.” | 5 
At the inn where we ſtopped he was exceed- 
ingly diſſatisfied with ſome roaſt mutton which 
we had for dinner. The ladies I ſaw wondered 
to ſee the great philoſopher, whoſe wiſdom and 
wit they had been admiring all the way, get into 
ill humour from ſuch a cauſe. He ſeolded the 
e waiter, 
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waiter, ſaying, © It is as bad as bad can be. 1784. 


Ar 18 l. zer; zu. | zn. 75 | 
It is ill-fed, ill-killed, ill-kept, and ill-dreſt.? FI 77. 


He bore the journey very well, and ſeemed 
to feel himſelf elevated as he approached Ox- 


ford, that magnificent. and venerable ſeat of 


Learning, Orthodoxy, and Toryiſm. Frank 
came in the heavy coach in readineſs to attend 
him; and we were received with the moſt polite 
hoſpitality at the houſe of his friend Dr. Adams, 
maſter of Pembroke College, who had given us 
a kind invitation. Before we were ſet down, 
I communicated to Johnſon my having engaged 
to return to London directly, for the reaſon I 
have mentioned, but that I would haſten down 
to him again. He waspleaſed that I had made 
this journey merely to keep him company. He 
was eaſy and placid, with Dr. Adams, Mrs. 
and Miſs Adams, and Mrs. Kennicot, widow 
of the learned Hebræan, who was here on a vi- 
fit. He ſoon diſpatched the inquiries which 
were made about his illueſs and recovery, by a 
ſhort and diſtin& narrative; and then aſſuming 
a gay air, repeated from Swift, 


Nor think on our approaching ills, 
«+ And talk of ſpectacles and pills.” 


Dr. Newton, the Biſhop of Briſtol, having 
been mentioned, Johnſon, recollecting the man- 
ner in which he had been mentioned by that Pre- 
late“, thus retaliated :—* Tom knew he ſhould 


Dr. Newton in his Account of his own Life, after 
animadverting upon Mr, Gibbon's Hiſtory, ſays, Pr. 
Johnſon's Lives of the Poets' afiorde l more amuſement; but 


candour was much hurt and offended at the malevolence 


that predominates in every part. Some paſſages, ir muſt be 
allowed, are judicious and well written, but make not ſuf- 
ficient compenſation for ſo much ſpleen and ill humour. 

| | Neves 


be 0 
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1784 be dead before what he has ſaid of me would | 


appear. He durſt not have printed it while he 
was alive.” DR. Apaus. I believe his 
© Diſſertations on the Prophecies? is his great 
work.” JounsON. © Why, Sir, it is 7% 
great work ;. but how far it is great, or how 
much of it is Tom's, are other queſtions. I 
fancy a conſiderable part of it was borrowed.” 
Dx. ADams. © He was a very ſucceſsful man.” 
Jouxsox. ve, 081 thank bo, Sir.—He did 
not get very high. He was late in getting what 
de Ha get ; and be dig got get ft by the Pen 
means. I believe he was a groſs flatterer,” _ 

I fulfilled my intention by going to London, 
and returned to Oxford on Wedneſday the gth 
of June, when I was happy to find myſelf again 
in the ſame agreeable circle at Pembroke Col- 


Never was any biographer more ſparing of his praiſe, or 
more abundant in his cenfures. He ſeemingly delights more 
in expoſing blemiſhes, than in recommending beauties ; 
lightly paſſes over excellencies, enlarges upon impertec- - 
tions, and not content with his own ſevere reflections, re- 
vives old ſcandal, and produces large quotations from the 
forgotten works of former criticks. His reputation was 
fo high in the republick of letters, that it wanted not to be 
raiſed upon the ruins of others. But theſe Eflays, inſtead 
of raiſing a higher idea than was before entertained of his 
underſtanding, have certainly given the world a worle opi- 
nion of his temper.” The Biſhop was therefore the more 
gon and concerned for his townſman, for he ** reſpected 

im not only for his genius and learning, but walucd him much 
more for the more amiable part of his character, his humanity 
and charity, his morality and religion. The laſt ſentence 
we may conſider as the general and permanent opinion of 
Biſhop Newton ; the remarks which precede it muſt, by all 
who 3 read Johnſon's admirable work, be imputed to 
the diſguſt and peeviſnneſs of old age. I wiſh it had not 
appeared, and that Dr. Johnſon had not been provoked by 
it to expreſs himſelf, not in reſpectſul terms, of a Prelate, 
whoſe labours were certainly of conſiderable advantage 
both to literature and religion. __ | 


lege, 
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lege, with the comfortable proſpect of making 1784. 
ſome ſtay. Johnſon welcomed my return with Z 
more than ordinary glee. | * 
He talked with great regard of the Honoura- 
ble Archibald Campbell, whoſe character he 
had given at the Duke of Argyll's table, when 
ve were at Inverary* ; and at this time wrote 
out for me, in his own hand, a fuller account 
of that learned and venerable writer, which I 
have publiſhed in its proper place. Johnſon 
made a remark this evening which ſtruck me a 
good deal. © I never (ſaid he) knew a nonjuror 
who cou'd reaſon.” Surely he did not mean to 
deny that faculty to many of their writers; to 
Hickes, Brett, and other eminent divines of 
that perſuaſion'; and did not recolle& that the 
ſeven Biſhops, ſo juſtly celebrated for their mag- 
nauimous reſiſtance of arbitrary power, were 
yet Nonjurors to the Government. The non- 
juring clergy of Scotland, indeed, who, ex- 
cepting a few, have lately, by a ſudden ſtroke, 
cut off all ties of allegiance io the houſe of 
Stuart, and reſolved to pray for our preſent law- 
ful Sovereign by name, may be thought to have 
confirmed this remark ; as it may be ſaid, that 
the divine indefeaſible hereditary right which 
they profeſſed to believe, if ever true, muſt be 
equally true ſtill. Many of my readers will be 
ſurprized when I mention, that Johnfon aſſured 
me he had never in his life been in a nonjuring 
meeting-houſe. | | 
Next morning at breakfaſt, he pointed out a 
paſſage in Savage's © Wanderer,“ ſaying, 
© Theſe are fine verſes.”—* If (ſaid he) I had 
written with hoſtility of Warburton in my 


* „ Journalof a Tour to the Hebrides,” 3d edit. * 37 f. 
You. Os -- Ff Sbakſpeare, 
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7584- Shklſpeare, 1 thould have quoted this cou- 
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ere Leaming, blinded Art, and mög beguibd, 
„Looks dark as 5 Ighorance, as Fancy wild.* 


You ſes they'd havefitted him to a T.“ (wing 


DR. Abans. © But you did not write againſt 


arburton.” JouwsoN..** No, Sir, I treated 
him with great reſpect both in my Preface and 
in my Notes.” 


Mrs. Kennicot f ke of "VE brother the Re- 


verend Mr. Chamberlayne, who had given up 
good preferments in the Church of England on 


his converſion to the Roman Catholick faith. 
Johnſon, who war mly admired every man who 
ated from a conſcientious regard to principle, 
error eous or not, exclaimed ferveatly, © Gop 


| bleſs him.“ 


Mrs. Kennicot, in confirmation of r. John- 
ſon's opinion, that the preſent was not worſe 
than former ages, mentioned that her brother 


aſſured her, there was now leſs infidelity on the 


Continent Way there had been; Voltaire and 


Roſſeau were leſs read. I alferted, from good 
- authority, that Hume's inkdelity was leſs read, 
__ Jonnson. „All infidel writers drop into obli- 


vion, when perſonal connections and the florid- 


neſs of Hovelty are gotie ; though now and then 
a a fooliſh fellow, who thinks he can be witty 


upon them, may bring them again into notice. 
There will ſometimes ſtart up a College joker, 


vy bo does not confider that what is a joke in a 
College will not do in the world. To ſuch de- 
fenders of Religion T would apply a ſtanza of a 

Poem which I remember to have ſeen in ſome 
old collection: 


Hence- 


c 


. % þ 4 TENN 2 
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5 ; Henceforth: be quiet and agree, i 46 1784. 
Each kiſs his empty bro tber; 
Religion ſcorns a foe like the, Fut. 75. 


© "But dreads a friend _ t — 7 


The abint 18 well, N che expreſſich is not 

correct; one, and not hee, ſhould be oppoſed 

to Fother®.” 

On the Roman Carbolick 1 he faid, 

er If you join the Paptfis externally, they will 

not intetrogate you ſtricthy as to your belief in | 

their tenets. No reaſoning Papiſt ever believes 

every article of their faith. There is one fide 

on which a good man might be perſuaded to 

embrace it. A good man, of a timorous diſ- 

poſition, in great doubt of his acceptance with 

Gov, and pretty credulous, might be glad to 

be of a church where there are ſo many helps 
to get to Heaven. I would be a Papiſt if I 

could. I have fear enough; but an obſtinate 

rationality prevents me. ſhall never be a Fa- 

piſt, unleſs on the: near approagh of death, of 


— 
— re rome een —r—_ 


_— — ——— 


iy 


a 
Cl 
= 
* 1 
' o« LIFT 
Af 
Fo 
[ 
1 p 
\ 
L 
1 
' 


d 3 
i 
* 

i 

bi i 

1 

j 

11 

{ 

1 

14 i 

1 

— 1 

14 

7 

I 

4 

| 
' 

Bl g.- 
24F) 
1 

"19 
' 

= 

"y p 

1 - \ 
f 

0 

4 

"*F 

| 
* 


* I have inſerted Rs e as Johnſon tepeated i it 3 
memory; but I have fince found the poem itſelf, in! The 
Foundling Hoſpital for Wit, printed at London, 1749. 

It is as a 19 tek 


ese GRAM, n by: a es D7 Veel we Bull. 


On Reaſon, Faith, and Myſtery high, 
„ Two wits 2 the table; 
5 B—_— believes he knows not Why, 


« N- ſwears ? tis all a fable. 


1 Pears, coxcombs, , Peace, and both agree 

© ND —— thy empty * 3 
1 Religion laughs at foes like thee, | 
And dreads a friend like rother.” 


Ff 2 which 
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are.“ JonxsOR. “ Becauſe they are leſs wicked.” 
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which I have a very great terrour. I wonder 
that women are not all. Papiſts” PoswELL. 
They are not more afraid of death than men 


DR. Apams: They are more pious.” Jon x- 
SON. ©* No, hang 'em, they are not more pious. 
A wicked fellow is the moſt pious when he 
takes to it. He'll beat you all at piety.” 

He argued 1n defence of ſome of the peculiar 
tenets of the church of Rome: As to the giving 
the bread only to the laity, he ſaid, © They may 
think, that in what is merely ritual, deviations 
from the- primitive mode may be admitted on 
the ground of convenience, and I think they 
are as well warranted to make this alteration, 


das we are to ſubſtitute ſprinkling in the room of 


the ancient baptiſm. As to the invocation of 
ſaints, Though I do not think it authoriſed, 
it appears to me, that the communion of ſaints? 


in the Creed means the communion with the ſaints 


in Heaven, as connected with The holy ca- 
tholick church “.“ He admitted the influ- 
ence of evil ſpirits upon our minds, and ſaid, 
% Nobody who believes the New Teſtament 
can deny it.“ I brought a volume of Dr. Hurd, 


'the Biſhop of Worceſter's Sermons, and read 
to thecompany ſome paſſages from one of them, 


upon this text. Ręſiſt the Devil and he will fly 
from you.” James iv. 7. i 

* Waller, in his“ Divine Poeſie, Canto firft, has the 
fame thought finely expreſſed: 


#3 
-- 


© The Church triumphant, and the Church below, 
* In ſongs of praiſetheir prelent union ſhow : 
Their joys are full; our expectation long, 
In life we differ, but we join in ſong ; © + 
Angels and we aſſiſted by this art, 2 
May ſing together, though we dwell apart.“ 


I was 


8 
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I was happy to produce ſo judicious and ele. 
gant a ſupporter* of a doctrine, which, I know 


not why, ſhould in this world of imperfe& 


knowledge, and therefore of wonder and myſ- 


| * The Sermon thus opens: — That there are angels and 


| ſpirits good and bad; that at the head of theſe laſt there is 


ONE more conſiderable and malignant than the reſt, who in 
the form, or under the name of a ſerpent, was deeply con- 
cerned in the fall of man, and whoſe head, as the prophe- 
tick language is, the fon of man was one day to bruiſe; 
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that this evil ſpirit, though that Prophecy be in part com- 


pleted, has not yet received his 
permitted, for ends unſearchable to us, and in ways which 
we cannot particularly explain, to have a certain degree of 
power in this world hoſtile to its virtue and — and 
jometi mes exerted with too much ſucceſs ; all this is ſo clear 
from Scripture, that no believer, unleſs he be firſt of all 
ſported by philoſophy and vain deceit, can poſſibly entertain a 
doubt of it.“ 3 | 
Having treated of pofe/;ons, his Lordſhip ſays, “ As I 
have no authority to afarm that there are now any ſuch, ſq 
neither may I preſume to ſay with confidence, that there are 
„ 7 IT IS | | 
$6 hs then with regard to the influence of evil ſpirits 
at this day upon the souls of men, I ſhall take leave to be 
a great deal more peremptory..—[ L hen, having ftated the 
various proofs]. * All this I ſay is fo manifeſt to every one 
who reads the Scriptures, that if we reſpect their authority, 
the queſtion concerning the reality of the demonick influ- 
ence upon the minds of men is clearly determined.“ 
Let it be remembered, that theſe are not the wards of an 
antiquated or obſcure enthuſiaſt, but of a learned and polite 
Prelate now alive; and were ſpoken, not to a vulear con- 
regation, but to the Honourable Society of Lincoln's Inn. 
His Lardſhip in this ſermon explains the words, © deliver 
us from evil, in the Lord's Prayer, as fignitying a requeſt 
from the evil one,” that is, the Devil. This is — il- 
luſtrated in a ſhort but excellent Commentary by my late 
worthy friend, the Reverend Dr. Lort, of whom it may 
truly be ſaid, Multis ille bonis ſlebilis occidit. It is remark- 
able that Waller in his Reflections on the ſeveral Peti- 
tions,” in that ſacred form of devotion, has underſtood this 
in the ſame ſenſe, | 9 ; 


Guard us from all temptations of the Fox.“ 


ter y 


each's wound, but is ſtill 
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1,784, tery in a, thouſand: inſtances, be conteſted; by 
. . me with an unthinking aſſurance and tip. 
After dinner, when one of us talked of there 
| being a great enmity between Whig and Tory. 
| | Jans N. Why not fo much, I think, unleſs 
vrhen they come into competition with each other. 
There is none when they are only common ac- 
quaintance, none when they are of different 
ſexes. A Tory will marry into a Whig family, 
and a Whig into a Tory family, without an 
reluctance. But indeed in a matter of Ck 
more concern than political tenets, and that 1s 
religion, men and women do not concern them- 
ſelves much about difference of opinion. And 
ladies ſet no value on the moral character of 


greateſt profſigate will be as well received as the 
man of the greateſt virtue, and this by a very 


day.“ Our ladies endeavoured to defend their 
ſex from this charge; but he roared them down! 
* No, no; a lady will take Jonathan Wild as 


more: and, what is worſe, her parents will give 
her to him. Women have a perpetual envy of 
our vices; they are leſs vicious than we, not 
from choice, but becaũſe we reſtrict them; they 
are the ſlaves of order and faſnion; their virtue 
is of more conſequence to us than our own, ſo 
far as concerns this world.“ | 
Miſs Adams mentioned a gentleman of licen- 
tious character, and ſaid © Suppoſe I had a mnd 
to marry that gentleman, would my parents 
conſent.” JohN SON. * Yes, they'd conſent, 
and you'd go. You'd go though they did not 


very 


men who pay their addrefles to them; the 


good woman who ſays her prayers three times a 


readily as St. Auſtin, if he has three pence 


conſent.” Miss Apams. Perhaps their op- 
poſing might make me go.” Joanson. O, 


„„ He em cg 2 
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very well; you'd take one whom you think a 
bad man, to have the pleaſure of vexing your 
parents. You put me in mind of Dr. Barrowby 
the phyſician, who was very fond of ſwine's 
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fleſh. One day when he was eating it, he ſaid, 


* I with ! was a Jew.'—* Why ſo? (ſaid ſome- 
body); the Jews are not allowed to eat your 
favourite meat.'—Becauſe (ſaid he) I ſhould 


then have the guſt of eating it, with the plea- 
ſure of inning,” He then proceeded in his de- 


clamation. ET | | 
Miſs Adams ſoon afterwards made an obſer- 

vation that I do not recollect, which pleaſed 

him much; he ſaid with a good humoured ſmile, 


That there ſhould be ſo much excellence 


united with ſo much depravity is ſtrange.” 


Indeed, this lady's good qualities, merit, and 


accompliſhments, and her conſtant attention to 
Dr. Johnſon, were not loft upon him. She hap- 


pened to tell him that a little coffee-pot, in 


which ſhe had made his coffee, was the only 
thing ſhe could call her own. He turned 


to her with a complacent gallantry, © Don't ſay 


ſo, my dear ; I hope you do'nt reckon my heart 
as nothing.” 5 | | | 

I aſked him if it was true as reported, that he 
had ſaid lately, © I am for the King againſt 
Fox; but Jam for Fox againſt Pitt.“ Johx- 
80N. © Yes, Sir; the King is my maſter; but 
I do not know Pitt; and Fox is my friend.“ 

Fox (added he) is a moſt extraordinary 
man; here is a man (deſcribing him in ſtrong 
terms of objection in ſome reſpeQs according as 
he apprehended, but which exalted his abilities 
the more) who has divided the kingdom with 
Czfar; ſo that it was a doubt whether the na- 


tion ſhould be ruled by the ſceptre of George Is 


the Third, or the tongue of Fox.” 


Dr. 
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Dr. Wall, phyſician at Oxford, drank tea 
with us. Johnſon had in general a peculiar 
pleaſure in the company of phyſicians, which 
was certainly not abated by the converſation of 
this learned, ingenious, and pleaſing gentleman. 
23 ſaid, „It is wonderful how little good 

adcliffe's travelling fellowſhips have done. I 
know nothing that has been imported by them ; 


yet many additions to our medical knowledge 


might be got in foreign countries. Inoculation, 
for inſtance, has ſaved more lives than war de- 
ſtroys. And the cures performed by the Peru- 
vian-bark are innumerable. But it is in vain to 
ſend our travelling phyſicians to France, and 
Italy, and Germany, for all that is known there 
is known here; I'd ſend them out of Chriſten- 
dom; I'd ſend them among barbarous na- 
tions.” * 

On Friday, June 11, we talked at breakfaſt, 
of forms of prayer. Jon NSsõỹN. I know of 
no good prayers but thoſe in the © Book of Com- 
mon Prayer.“ DR. Apams. (in a very ear- 
neſt manner) *©# I wiſh, Sir, you would com- 
poſe ſome family prayers.” Jognson. © I 
will not compoſe prayers for you, Sir, becauſe 
you can do jt for yourſelf, But I have thought 


of getting together all the books of prayers which 


I could, ſelecting thoſe which ſhould appear to 
me the beſt, putting out ſome, inſerting others, 
adding fome prayers of my own, and prefixing 
a diſcourſe on prayer,” We all now gathered 
about him, and two or three of us at a time 
Joined in preſſing him to execute this plan. He 
ſeemed to be alutle diſpleaſed at the manner of 
our importunity, and in great agitation called 
out, Do not talk thus of what is fo aweſul. 
I know not what time Gop will allow me in 


_ this world. There are many things which I 
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wiſh to do.” Some of us perſiſted, and Dr. 1784. 
Adams ſaid, I never was more ſerious about 2 
any thing in my life.” JohN SoM. Let me 75. 
alone, let me alone; I am overpowered.” And 
then he put his hands before his face, and re- 
clined for ſome time upon the table. 8 
I mentioned Jeremy Taylor's ufing, in his 

forms of prayer, I am the chief of ſinners,” 
and other ſuch ſelf-condemning expreſſions. 
Nov (faid I) this cannot be ſaid with truth 
by every man, and therefore is improper for a 
general printed form. I myſelf cannot ſay that 

1 am the worſt of men. I vill not ſay fo.” 
JohNSsoN © A man may know, that phyſi- 
cally, that is, in the real ſtate of things, he is 
not the worſt man; but that morally he may be 
ſo. Law obſerves, that Every man knows 
ſomething worle of himſelf, than he is ſure of in 
others.“ You may not have committed ſuch 

_ crimes as ſome men have done; but you do not 
know againſt what degree of light they have 
finned. Beſides, Sir, the chief of ſinners' is 

a mode of expreſſion for I am a great ſinner.” 
So St. Paul ſpeaking of our Saviouk's having 
died to fave ſinners, ſays, of whom I am the 
chief: yet he certainly did not think himſelf 
ſo bad as Judas Iſcariot,“' BoswE1L. *© But, 
Sir, Taylor means it literally, for he founds a 
conceit upon it. When praying for the conver- 
ſion of ſinners, and of himſelf in particular, he 
fays, © Loxp, thou wilt not leave thy chief 
work undone.” JohN SON. © I dot not ap- 
prove of figurative expreſſions in addreſſ- 
jng the Supreme Being; and I never uſe 
them. Taylor gives a very good advice: Ne- 
ver lie in your prayers; never confeſs more 
man you really believe; never promiſe more 
than you mean to perform.“ I recollected this 
. | precept 
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1784. precept in his Golden Grove,” Put bis ex- 
Fax , ample, for prayer contradicts his precept. 
Dr. Jahnſon and I went in Dr Adams's coach 
ta dine with Pr. Nowell, Principal of St. Mary 
Hall, at his beautiful villa at Iffley, on the banks 
of the Iſis, about two miles from Oxford, 
While we were upon the road, I had the reſo- 
lution to aſk Johnſon whether he thought that 
the roughneſs of his manner had been an advan- 
tage or not, and if he would not have done 
more good if he had been more gentle? I pro- 
ceeded to, anſwer myſelf dus: Perhaps it 
has been of advantage, as it has given weight to 
what you ſaid. You copld not, perhaps, have 
talked with ſuch authority without it.” Johx- 
SON. © No, Sir; I have done more good as 
I am. Obſcenity and Impiety have always been 
repreſſed in my company.” BOSWERLI. True, 
Sir, and that is more than can be ſaid of every 
Biſhop. - Greater liberties have been taken in 
the preſence of a Biſhop, though a very good 
man, from his being milder, and therefore not 
commanding ſuch awe. Yet, Sir, many people 
who might have been benefited by your con- 
verſation, have been frightened away. A wor- 
thy friend of ours has told me, that he has of- 
ten been afraid to talk to you.” JonnsoN. 
« Sir, he need not have been afraid, if he had 
any thing ratioaal to ſay. If he had not, it was 
better he did not talk, 1 
Dr. Nowell is celebrated for having preached 
a ſermon before the Houſe of Commons, on the 
3oth of January, 1772, full of high Tory ſen- 
timents, for which he was thanked as uſual, and 
printed it at their requeſt ; but, in the midft of 
that turbulence and faction which diſgraced a 
part of the preſent reign, the thanks were after- 
wards ordered to be expunged. 'This ſtrange.: 
| conduct 
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conduct ſufficiently expoſes i:ſelf ; and Dr. 1784. 

Nowell will ever have the henour Wen due 8 
t. 75.2 

to a lofty friend of our mouarchical conſtitution. 

Dr. Johnſon ſaid to me, © ir, the Court will 

be very much to blame if he is not promoted.” 

I told this to Dr. Nowell, aud afferting my hum- 

bler, though. not leſs cealong exertions in the 

ſame cauſe, I ſuggeſted that Whatever return 

we might receive, weſhould {till have the con 


lation of being like Butler's ſteady and generous 
Royaliſt, 


True as the dial to the ſun, * 
2 Although it be not ſhone upon.” 


We were well entertained and very happy at. 
Dr. Nowell's, where was a very agreeable com- 
pany, and we drank © Church and King,” after 
dinner, with true Tory cordiality. 

We talked of a certain clergyman of extra- 
ordinary character, who by exerting his talents 
in writing on temporary topicks, and diſplay- 
ing uncommon intrepidity, had raiſed himſelf 
to affluence. I maintained that we ought not 
to be indignant at his ſucceſs; for merit of every 
ſort was entitled to reward. Jornsox. < Sir, 
I will not allow this man to have. merit. No, 
Sir, what he has is rather the contrary ; I will, 
indeed, allow him courage, and on this account 
we ſo far give him credit. We have more re- 

| ſpe for a man who robs boldly on the high 
way, than for a fellow who jumps out ofa ditch, 
and knocks you down behind ycur back. Cou- 
rage is a quality ſo neceſſary for maintaining vir- 
me, that it is always reſpected, even when it 
is aſſociated with vice.” | 

I cenſured the coarſe invective which was be- 
come faſhionable in the Houſe of Commons, 
and ſaid that if members of parliament muſt at- 


tack 
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1984- tack each other perſonally in the heat of debate, 


Etat. 
; 75 <« No, Sir; that would be much worſe. Abuſe 


it ſhould be done more genteely. JornsoN, 


is not ſo dangerous when there is no vehicle 
of wit or delicacy, no fubtle conveyance. The 
difference between coarſe and refined abuſe is 
as the difference of being bruiſed by a club, and 
wounded by a poiſoned arrow.“ I have fince 
obſerved his poſition elegantly expreſſed by Dr. 

r ee 4 oe inch 


* As the ſoft plume gives ſwifineſs to the dart, 
* Good breeding fends the fatire to the heart.“ 


On Saturday, June 12, there drank tea with 
us at Dr. Adams's, Mr. John Henderſon, ſtudent 
of Pembroke College, celebrated for his won- 
derful acquirements in Alchymy, Judicial 
Aſtrology, and other abſtruſe and curious learn- 
ing; and the Rev. Herbert Croft, who I am 
afraid was fomewhat mortified by Dr, John- 
ſon's not being highly pleafed with fome *© Fa- 
mily Difcourſes,” which he had printed; they 
were in too familiar a ſtyle to be approved of 
by fo manly a mind, I have no note of this 
evening's converſation, except a fingle frag- 
ment. When I mentioned Thomas Lord Lyt. 
telton's viſage, the prediction of the time of his 
death, and its exact fulfilment; JohNsoN. 
It is the moſt extraordinary thing that has 
happened in my day, I heard it with my own 
ears, from his uncle, Lord Weſtcote. IT am fo 
glad to have every evidence of the ſpiritual 
world, that J am willing to believe it.“ DR. 
ADams. * You have evidence enough; good 
evidence, which needs not ſuch fupport *. 
Jounson. * Llike to have more.“ 


| Mr. 
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Mr. Henderſon, with whom I had ſauntered 1784- 
in the venerable walks of Merton-College, and = — 


Found him a very learned and pious man, he 
ſupt with us. Dr. Johnſon ſurprized him not a 
little, by acknowledging with a look of horrour, 
that he was much oppreſſed with the fear of 
death. The amiable Dr. Adams ſuggeſted that 
Go was infinitely good. JonnsoN. © That 
he is infinitely good, as far as the perfection of 
his nature will allow, I certainly believe; but 
it is neceſſary for good upon the whole, that in- 
dividuals ſhould be puniſhed. As to an indivi- 
dual therefore, he is not infinitely good; and as 
I cannot be ſure that I have fultilled the condi- 
tions on which ſalvation 1s granted, I am afraid 
I may be one of thoſe who ſhall be damned.” 
(looking diſmally). DR. Apams. © What do 
you mean by damned?“ JokNsON. (paſhion- 
ately and loudly) * Sent to Hell, Sir, aid 
puniſhed everlaſtingly.“ DR. ADAMS. I 
don't believe that doctrine.“ JoHN SON. Hold, 
Sir; do you believe that ſome will be puniſhed 
at all?“ DR. ADb AMS. Being excluded from 
Heaven will be a puniſhment ; yet there may be 
no great ſuffering.” Jof NSO N. Well, Sir; 
but, if you admit any degree of puniſhment, 
there is an end of your argument for infinite 
goodneſs ſimply conſidered ; for, infinite good- 


445 


Etat. 


neſs would inflict no puniſhment, whatever. 
There is not infinite goodneſs phyſically conſi- 


dered ; morally there is.“ Boswsrr. © But 
may not a man attain to ſuch a degree of hope as 
not to be uneaſy from the fear of death?“ 
JonNsOoN. A man may have ſuch a degree 
of hope as to keep him quiet. You fee I am 
not quiet, from the vehemence with which I 
talk; but I do not deſpair.” MRS. Apamws. 
« You ſeem, Sir, to forget the merits of cur 

Ends ee e Redeemer.” 


*. 
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Redecmer.” Jonxsox. % Madam, I * not 
forget the merits of my Redeemer ; but my Re- 
deemer has faid that he will ſet ſome on his 
right-hand, and ſome on his left.” He was in 


gloomy agitation, and ſaid, I'll have no more 


on't.” If what has now been ſtated-ſhould be 
urged by the enemies of Chriſtianity, as if its 


influence on the mind were not benignant, let it 


be remembered, that Johnſon's temperament 


was melancholy, of which ſuch direful appre- 


henſions of futurity are often a common effect. 
We ſhall preſently ſee that when he approached 


' nearer to his awful change, his mind became 


tranquil, and he exhibited as much fortiude as 


becomes a man in that ſituation. 
From the ſubject of death we paſſed to dif. 
courſe of life, hls — it was upon the whole 


more happy or miſerable. Johnſon was decid- 


edly for the balance of miſery : in confirmation 
of which I maintained, that no man. would 


| Chooſe to lead over again the life which he had 


experienced. Johnſon acceded to that opinion 
in the ſtrongeſt terms. This is an enquiry often 
made ; and its being a ſabje& of diſquiſition is 


a proof that much miſery preſſes upon human 


feelings ; - for thoſe who are conſcious of a feli- 
city of exiſtence, would never heſitate to ac- 


cept of a repetition of it. I have met with 


few who would. I 8 heard Mr. Burke 


1 e uſe of a very ingenious and plauſible ar- 


gument on this ſubject; . Every man (ſaid he) 
would lead his life over again; for every man 
is willing to go on and take an addition to his 
life, which as he grows older, he has no reaſon 


to think will be better, or even ſo good as what 


has preceded.” I imagine, however, the truth 
is, that there is a deceitful hope that the next 
part of life will be free from the pains, and 

anxieties, 


ey 
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anxieties, and ſorrows which we have already 
felt. We have for wile purpoſes © Condemn'd 
to Hope's deluſive mine; as Johnſon finely ſays; 
and I may alſo quote the celebrated lines of 
Dryden, equally philoſophical and poetical: 


„% When I conſider life, 'tis all a cheat, 

e Yet fool'd with hope, men favour the deceit; 

« 'Truft on and think to-morrow will repay ; 

e To-morrow's falſer than the former day; 

« Lies worſe ; and while it ſays we ſhall be 
ati Re ti oi 

« With ſome new joys, cuts off what we poſſeſt. 

« Strange cozenage | none would live paſt years 

„„ ͤ 

e Yet all hope pleaſure in what yet remain; 

« And from the dregs of life think to receive 

« What the firſt ſprightly running could 'not 


«ven 


It was obſerved to Dr. Johnſon, that it ſeemed 
ſtrange that he, who has ſo often delighted his 
company by his lively and brilliant converſa- 
tion, ſhould fay he was miſerable. Joanson. 
«Alas! it is all outſide ; I may be cracking 
my joke and curſing the ſun. Sun, how I hate 
thy beams!” I knew not well what to think of 
this declaration whether to hold it as a ge- 
nuine picture of his mind , or as the effect of 
his perſuading him contrary to fact, that the po- 
fition which he had aſſumed as to human unhap- 
pineſs, was true. We may apply to him a fen- 


* AURENGZFBE. 


I Vet there is no doubt that a man may appear very gay 
in company who is ſad at heart. His merriment is like the 
ſound of drums and trumpets in a battle, to drown the 


groans of the wounded and dying. 


: tence 


447 


—— 


- 


448 THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


1784. tence in Mr. Greville's © Maxims, CharaQers, 
Fs and Reflections I; a book which is entitled to 
4. 75. much more praiſe than it has received: ARIS - 
TARCHUS is charming: how full of knowledge, 
of ſenſe, of ſentiment. You get him with dif- 
ficulty to your fupper; and after having delighted 
every body and himſelf for a few hours, he is 
obliged to return home ;—he is finiſhing his 
treatiſe, to prove that unhappineſs is the portion 

„ RL: = 
On Sunday, June x3, our philoſopher was 
calm at breakfaſt. There was ſomething ex- 
ceedingly pleaſing in our leading a College lite, 
without reſtraint, and with ſuperiour ele- 
gance, in conſequence of our living in the maſ- 
ter's houſe, and having the company of ladies. 
Mrs. Kennicot related, in his preſence, a lively 
ſaying of Dr. Johnſon to Miſs Hannah More, 
who had expreſſed a wonder that the poet who 
had written Paradiſe Loſt,” ſhould write ſuck 
poor Sonnets :—* Milton, Madam, was a ge- 


could not carve heads upon cherry-ſtones.” 
We talked of the caſuiſtical queſtion, Whe- 
ther it was allowable at any time to depart from 
Truth? JoHN8ON. *© The general rule is, that 
Truth ſhould never be violated, becauſe it is of 
the utmoſt importance to the comfort of life, 
that we ſhould. have a full ſecurity by mutual 
faith; and occaſional inconveniencies ſhould be 
willingly ſuffered that we may preſerve it. 
There muſt, however, be ſome exceptions. If, 
for inſtance, a murderer ſhould aſk you which 
way a man is gone, you may tell him what is 
- Not true, becauſe you are under a previous oblt- 


1 Page 139. 


gation 


nius that could cut a coloſſus from a rock; but 
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BOoSw ETL. Suppofing the man who wrote 


Junius were aſked whether he was the aut hour l N. 


might be deny it?“ JoRN SON. I don't know 


what ay to this. If you were ſure that 


he wrote Junius, would you, if he denied it, 
think as well of him afterwards ?. Net it may be 
urged, that what a man has no right to aſk, you 


may refuſe to communicate; and there is no 


other effectual mode of preſerving a ſecret, and 
an important ſecret, the diſcovery of which 
may, be very hurtful to you, but a flat denial ; 
for if you are ſilent, or heſitate, or evade, it 
it will be held equivalent to a confeflion. But, 


ſtay, Sir; here is another caſe. Suppoſing the 


authour had told me confidentially that he had 
written Junius, and I were aſked if he had, I 
ſhould hold myſelf at liberty to deny it, as be- 
ing under a previous promiſe, expreſs or im- 
plied, to conceal it. Now what I ought to do 
for the authour, may J not do for myſelf? But I 
deny the lawfulneſs of telling a he to a fick man 


for fear of alarming him. © You have no buſineſs 


with conſequences: you are to tell the truth. 


Beſides, you are not ſure what effeR your tell- 


ing him that he is in danger may have. It 


may bring his diſtemper to a crifis, and that 
may cure him. Of all lying I have the greateſt 
abborrence at this, becauſe] believe it has been 


frequently practiſed on myſelf. “ . 
I cannot help thinking, that there is much 
weight in the opinion of thoſe who have beld, 


that Truth, as an eternal and immutable princi- 
ple, ought, upon no account whatever, to be 
violated, from ſuppoſed previous or ſuperiour 
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1784. obligations, of which every man being the 
E judge for himſelf, there is great danger that we 
118 may too often, from partial motives, perſuade 
- ourſelves that they exiſt ; probably whatever 
extraordinary inſtances may ſometimes occur, 
where ſome evil may be prevented by violating 
this noble principle, it would be found that hu- 
man happineſs would, upon the whole, be more 
perfect were Truth univerſally preſerved. 
In the Notes to the © Dunciad” we find the 
following elegant and pathetick yavles, addreſſed. 
to Pope“: 


« While malice, Pope, denies thy] page 

Its own celeſtial fire 

1 W hile eriticks, and while bards in rage 
« Admiring, won't admire : 


While wayward pens thy n affail, 

Ws, envious tongues decry ; 

© Theſe times, though many a friend bewail, 
* Theſe times bewail not I. 


hut when the world's loud praiſe in thine, 

And ſpleen no more ſhall blame; 

When with thy Homer thou ſhalt lane” 
268 In one e fame, 


« When none ſhall rail, and every ay 
Devote a wreath to thee: _ 
That day (for come it will) that day 
2 Shall 1 I lament to „ 


e ſurely not a little be. that they ; 
ſhould appear without a name. Miſs Seward, 
knowing Dr. Johnſon's almoſt univerſal and 
minute literary information, fignified a de- 


* The annotator calls them « b verſes.” 
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firy that I ſhould aſk him who was the authour. 1784. 


| len prompt with his anfwer :—* Why, 7. Tin. 75. 


I 


they were written by one Lewis, an under-ma 
ter or uſher of Weſtminſter-ſchool, who pub- 
MM liſhed a miſcellany, in which © Grongar Hill 
firſt came out.“ Johnſon praiſed them highly, 
and repeated them with a noble animation. In 
the twelfth line, inſtead of one eftabliſhed ' 
fame,” he repeated © one unclouded flame,” 
which he thought was the reading informer edi- 
tions; but II believe was a flaſh of his own ge- 
nius. It was much more poetical than the 
other, | 825 3 5 
On Monday 14, and Tueſday, June 15, Dr. 
Johnſon and I dined on one of them, I forget 
which, with Mr. Mickle, tranſlator of the 
+ Lufiad,” at Wheatley, a very pretty country 
place a few miles from Oxford ; and on the 
other with Dr. Wetherell, Maſter of Univer- 
ſity-College. From Dr. Wetherell's he went 
do viſit Mr. Sackville Parker the bookſeller ; 
and when he returned to us, gave the following 
account of his viſit, ſaying, © I have been to 
ſee my old friend, Sack. Parker ; I find he has 
married his maid ;: he has done right. She had 
lived with him many years in great confidence, 
and they had mingled minds; I do not think he 
could have found any wife that would have 
made him ſo happy. The woman was very at- 
tentive and civil to me; ſhe preſſed me to fix a 
day for dining with them, and to ſay what I 
liked, and ſhe would be ſure to get it for me. 
Poor Sack | He is vety ill, indeed. We parted. 
as never to meet again. It has quite broke me 
down.” This pathetick narrative, was ſtrangely 
diverſified with the grave and earneſt defence of 
a man's having married his maid. I could not 
but feel it in ſome degree ludiercous. 
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Can Kaas, and a child with a nail can ſcratch.” 


I perceived that this was node of the Holl 
zempora fandi, ſo deſiſted. 1 8 


Jpon his mentioning that when he came to 


College he wrote his firſt exerciſe twice over; 


1 
— 


ſuppoſe, Sir, you could not make them better.“ 


but never did fo afterwards, Miss ApAMs. 1 


JounNsoN. © Yes, Madam, to be ſure, I could 
make them better. Thought is better than no 
thought.“ Miss Ap aus. © Do you think, 

Sir, you could make your Ramblers better?” 

Jonxso Nx. Certainly I could.” RoSwW ELI. 


ES Fs « I'll 


: 
P » — +, Y 
2-4. ww. © ED, 3 


* 


\ 


III Iz a bet, Sir, you cannot. N 


ter putting out—addipg—or coprefting.” _ 
During Ko, viſit at Oxford, the following con- 


„ 


15 of my OR x fortune at the Englifh bar: 


ether a very extenſivè acquaig. 


lenco re, * Sir, you will attend to buſineſs as 
buſipeſs lays hold of you. When not actually 
employed, you may ſee our friends as much as 
you do now. You may dine at a Club every 
day, and ſup with one of the members ever 

night; and you way be as much at 1 laces 
as one who has ſeen them all would wiſh to be. 
- But you muſt take care to attend conſtantly in 


Weſtminſter-hall ; both to mind your buſineſs, 


as it is almoſt all learnt there (for nobody reads 
now z) and to ſhew that you want to have bu- 
ſineſs. And you muſt not be too often ſeen at 
publick places, that competitors may not have 
it to ſay, He is always at the playhouſe or at 
Ranelagh, and never to be found at his cham- 
bers.” And, Sir, there muſt be a kind of ſo- 
lemnity in the manner of a profeſſional man. 
I have nothing particular to ſay to you on the 
ſubject. All this I ſhould ſay to any one; 1 
ſhould bave faid if to Lord Thurlow twenty 
wm... .: 33 
Tuk PRorEkss rox may probably think this 
repreſentation of what is required in a Bande 
| | WHO 


454 
ä 1784+ who would hope for ſucceſs, to be by much too 


| Etat. 75. 
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indulgent ; but iS ma it is, that as 


6 The wits of Charles found eaſier ways to | 
fame,” 1 | 


40 of the law yers of this age who have riſen 
high, have by no means thought it abſolutely 


neceffary to ſubmit to that long and painful 
courſe of ſtudy which a Plowden, a Coke, a 


Hale conſidered as requiſite. My reſpedied 1 


friend, Mr. Lavgton, has ſhewn me in the hand- 
writing of his grardfather, a curious account of 


a conv erſation which he had with Lord Chief 
Juſtice Hale, in which that great maa tells him, 


That for two years after he came to the inn 


of court, he ſtudied ſixteen hours a day; how- 


ever (his Lordſhip added) that by this intenſe 
application be almoſt brought himſelf to his 


grave, though he were of a very ſtrong conſti- 
tution, and after reduced himſelf to eight hours; 


but that he would not adviſe any body to ſo 


much; that he thought fix hours a day, with 


attention and eonflancy was ſufficient; that a 
man muſt uſe his body as he would his horſe, 
and his ſtomach ; not tire him at once, but riſe 


with an appelne. 
'On Wedneſday, June 19, Dr. Johnſon and I 


| returned | to London ; he was not well to-da * 


and ſaid very little, employing himſelf chie 

in reading Euripides. He expreſſed ſome ak | 
pleaſure at me, for rot obſerving ſufficiently the 
various objects upon the road. If J had your 
eyes, Sir, (faid he) I ſhould count the paſſen- 


rack It was worderful how accurate his ob- 


ervations of viſual Abjecis was, notwithſtand- 


ing his imperfect eyeſight, owing to a habit of 


Fenton, FRE Ne was 11 fatisfied with the 
e 
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reſpect paid to him at Dr. Adams's, is thus at- 1784. 
teſted by himſelf: I returned laſt night from 8 
Oxford, after a fortnight's abode with Dr. * 75. 

Adams, who treated me as well as I could ex- 

pect or with 4 and he that contents a ſick man, 

a man whom it is impoſſible to pleaſe, has ſurely 


done his part well K.“ . 
After his return to London from this excur- 
ſion, I ſaw him frequently, but have few me- 
morandums; I ſhall therefore here inſert ſome 
particulars which I collected at various times f. 
The Rev. Mr. Aftle, of Aſhbourne in Derby 
ſhire, brother to the learned and ingenious Tho- 


* Letters to Mrs. Thrale, Vol. II. p. 372 
1 Having unexpettedly by the favour of Mr. Stone, of 
London-Field, Hackney, ſeen the original in Johnſor's 
hand- writing, of The Petition of London to his Majeſty, 
in favour of Dr. Dodd,” I now preſent it to my readers 
with ſuch paſſages as were omitted, -incloſed in crotchets 
and the additions or variations marked in Italick. | 
That William Dodd, Doctor of Laws, now lying un- 
der ſentence of death in your Maje/ty's gaol of Merugate, for 
the crime of forgery, has for a great part of his lite ſet an 
_ uſeful and laudable example of FO in his calling, [and 
as we have reaſon to believe, has exerciſed his miniſtry with 
great fidelity and ee which in many inian-es has pro- 
duced the moſ happy effett. | | 
„That he has been the firſt inſtitutor, [or] and a very 
earneſt and active promoter of ſeveral modes of uſeſul cha- 
rity, and {tha ] therefore [he] may be confidered as having 
been on many occaſions a benefactor to the publick. _ | 
[That when they conſider his paſt life, they are willing 
to ſuppoſe his late crime to have been not the a e 
of habitual depravity, but the ſuggeſtion of ſome' ſudden 
and violent 3 | 6 1 
[That] your Petitioners, therefore conſidering his caſe 


as in ſome of its circumftances unprecedented and pecubar, - 
aud encouraged.by your Maj iy known clemency [they] moſt | 
humbly recommend the ſaid William Dodd to {his} your 
Majeſty's moſt gracious conſideration, in hope that he will 

be Pad not altogether [unfir] uawwrthy to ſtand an exam- | 
ple of royal mere). e | 


mas 
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0 mas Aſtle, Eſq, was from his eatly years known 
to Dr. Johnſon, who obligingly adviſed him as 
28.10 his ſtudies, and recommended to him the 


following books, of which a lit which he has 


been pleaſed to communicate, lies before me 


is Jehnſon's on hand- writing . Unwer/al Hif- 


tory (ancient).—Rollins's Ancient Hiftory.— Pilſa 


fendorſ's Int rodud ion to Hiſory.— Verto s Hiſto- 


ry. of Knights of Malrd.— Fark s Revaluitn of 
| riugal.” Verto  Reveluttons of > Sweden.— 
Carte's Hiſtory of Erg land. Preſent State Eng; 


land. Gebgr aphicu Grammar 8 $ _ 


. e, Feaſts end Faſt Do 3 Toogh 
iftory.—— 


— Gentleman's Rel: _ Caren lon's 
Watt's Improvement of the Mind. Watr's 2 


— Nature Diſplayed == Lowth's s Euglifh Grammar. 


— Baekwal on the Claſſicks.—Sher.oct's. Sermons. 


— Burnef's Life of Hale — Dupin's Hiſtory of the 
Cute. uo ford 1 Serious : 
Call. —Watltoi's Complete 4 nglet.—Sandyss Tra- 


wel, —Spraf's Hiftory of the Roy ety 
England's Gazetteer. — Goldſmitl's Roman Hi to. 
1. Some Commentaries on the Bible. 

It having been Feten to Dr. 1 e that 
a gentleman who had a ſon whom be imagined 
to have an extreme degree of timidity, reſolved 
to ſend him to a publick ſchool, that he might 


aequite confidence. e e (aid Johnſon, I; 


this is a prepoſterous expedient for removing his 


infirmity; ſuch a diſpoſition ſhould be eultiva - 
ted in the ſhade. Placing him at a public ſchool 


is forcing an owl upon day. 


Speaking of a gentleman whoſe houle was 
much frequented by low company ; * Rags, Sir, 


(aid he,) will always make their pre . 


where they have a right to do it.“ 


Of the ſame gentleman” mode of living, ba 


faid, 1 Sir, the * inſtead of. Going what 


„ „ — ry * 8 ov * 0 T1 [7 5 . , cy 
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| they are bid, ſtand round the table in idle EY 


ters, gaping upon the gueſts ; ; and ſeem as unfit Sg 
to attend a. COMPANY, 28 as to ſteer a man of 


wa r. 2. | 

A dull country bee gave Johnſun a Law 
tedious account. of his exerciſing his criminal 
juriſdiction, the reſult of which was his having 
ſentenced four convicts to tranſportation. John- 
ſon, ia an agony of impatience to get rid of ſuch 
a companion, exclaimed, I heartily wiſh, Sir, 
that I were a fifth.” “ | 

Johnſon was preſent when a tragedy was 192. | 
in which there occurred this line : 


« Who 2 Oer freemen ſhould inte be 


The N having ls it much, iT 
cannot agree with you tes e I ga | 
as well be ſaid, 


e Who drives fat oxen Mod bimſelf be fat.“ 


He was pleaſed with the kindneſs of Mr. Ca. 
tor, who was joined with him in Mr. Thrale's 
important truft, and thus. deſcribes him *: 
There is much good in his character: and much 
uſefulneſs in his knowledge.” He found a cor- 
dial folace at that gentleman's ſeat of Becken- 
ham, in Kent, which is indeed one of the fineſt 
places at which I ever was a gueſt. | 
Johnſon ſeidom incurred general cunface of 
any profeſſion ; but he was willing to allow a 
due ſhare of merit to the various departments 
neceſſary in civiliſed life. In a ſplenetick, ſar- 
paſtical, or jocular frame, however, he would 


4 40 Letters to Mrs. Thrale,” V. I II. p. 284. 
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ſometimes 
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1784. ſometimes utter a pointed ſaying of that nature. 
Eat. 75 One inſtance has been mentioned, where he 


i 


gave a ſudden ſatirical ſtroke to the character 
of an attorney. The too indiſcriminate admiſ- 
ſion to that employment, which requires both 
abilities and integrity, has given riſe to injurious 
reflexions, which are totally inapplicable to ma- 
ny very reſpectable men who exerciſe it with 
reputation and honour. e. 
Johnſon having argued for ſome time with a 
pertinacious gentleman ; his opponent, who had 
talked in a very puzzling manner. happened to 
fay, © I do'nt underſtand you, Sir:“ _ upon 
which Johnſon obſerved, © Sir, I have found 
you an argument; but I am not obliged to find 
you an underſtanding.” 25 „ 
Talking to me of Horry Walpole (as the Ho- 
nourable Horace Walpole is often called, ) John- 
ſon allowed that he got together a great many 
curious little things, and told them in an elegant 
manner. Mr. Walpole thought Johnſon a more 
amiable man after reading his Letters to Mrs. 
Thrale; but never was one of the true admi- 
lers of that great man. We may ſuppoſe a pre- 
judice conceived, if he ever heard Johnſon's ac- 
count to Sir George Staunton, that when he 
made the ſpeeches in parliament for the Gen- 
tleman's Magazine, © he always took care to 
put Sir Robert Walpole in the wrong, and to 
ſay every thing he could againſt the electorate of 


Hanover.“ Ihe celebrated Heroic Epiſtle, in 


which Johnfon is ſatyrically introduced, has 
been aſcribed both to Mr. Walpole and Mr. 
Maſon: One day at Mr. Courtenay's, when a 
gentieman exprefied his opiuion that there was 


more energy in that poem than could be expect- 
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ed from Mr. Walpole; Mr. Warton, the late 1784. 
laureat obſerved, * It may have been written —I> 
by Walpole, and buckram'd by Maſon.» 75 
He diſapproved of Lord Hailes for having | 
moderniſed the language of the'ever-memorable 
John Hales of Eton, in an edition which his 
Lordſhip publiſhed of that writer's works.“ An 
authour's language, Sir, (ſaid he,) is a charac- 
teriſtical part of his compoſition, and is alſo 
characteriſtical of the age in which he writes. 
Befides, Sir, when the language is changed we 
are not ſure that the ſenſe is the ſame. No, Sir; 
Jam ſorry Lord Hailes has done this.“ ; 
| Here it may be obſerved, that his frequent 
uſe of the expreſſion, No, Sir, was not always 
to intimate contradiction; for he would ſay to, 
when he was about to enforce an affirmative 
propoſition which had not been denied, as in 
the 1aſtance laſt mentioned. I uſed to conſider 
it as a kind of flag of defiance; as if he had 
ſaid, © Any argument you may offer againſt 
this is not juſt. No, Sir, it is not,” It was like 
Falſtaff's I deny your Major.“ 
Sir Joſhua Reynolds having ſaid that he tcok 
the altitude of a man's taſte by his ſtories and 
his wit, and of his underſtanding by the remarks 
which he 1epeated ; being always ſure that 
he muſt be a weak man who quotes common 
things with an emphaſis as if they were oracles. 
Johnſon agreed with him ; and Sir Joſhua hav- 
ing alſo obſerved that the real character of a 
man was found out by his amuſements—JoHN- 
Box. Tes, Sir; no man is en in | 
his pleaſures.? i 
Had Johnſon treated at large De Claris Ore- 
toribus, he might have given us an admirable 
work. When the Duke of Bedford * 
the 
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m the miniſtry as vobemently as he could, for þav- 


— 
Fiat. 75. 


importation.of corn, Lord Chatham in bis fixſt 


bimſelf to be an adviſer of that meaſure. My 
colleagues, (aid he,) as I was confined by in- 


diſpofnion, did me the ſignal honour of coming 
to the bed- ſide of a ſick man, to aſk his Opinion. 
But, had they not thus condeſcended, I ſhould 
have taker: up my bed and walked, in order to 


have that opinion delivered at the Council 


à t al 


Board.” Mr. Langton, who was prefept, men- 
tioned this to Johnſon, who obſerved, Now, 
Sir, we ſee that he took theſe words as he found 
chem; without coghderiog, that though the ex: 
preſſion in ſeripture, zale ip thy bed and alk, 
Rriclly ſuited the inſtance of the. fick man e- 
ſtored to health and ſtrength, who, would of 
courſe be ſuppoſed to carry his bed with him, it 
could not be proper jn the caſe of a man who 
was lying in a ſtate of feebleneſs, and who cer- 
tainly would nat add to the difficulty af moving 
> that of carrying his bed.” n 
W ben I pointed out to him in the news- paper 
one of Mr. Grattan's animated and Riis 
ſpeeches, in favour of the freedom of Ireland, 


in which this expreſſion occurred, (I know not 


if accurately taken): We will perſevere, till 
there is not one link of the Engliſh chain left to 
clank upon the rags of the meaneſt beggar in 
Ireland.“ —< Nay, Sir, (ſaid Johnſon,) don't 
you perceive that one link cannot clank.” - 
Mrs. Thrale has publiſhed *, as Johnſon's, a 
kind of parody or counterpart of a tine poetical 
paſſage in oe of Mr. Burke's ſpeeches on Ame: 


* Anecdotes, p. 43- 
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; 58 : s oy 125 35 ; "| 
rican Taxation. It is vigorouſly but fomewhat 17 


coarſely executed; and I am inclined to fup- 


— rant 
pole, is not quite correctly exhibited. I hope Eat. 75 


he did not uſe the words © we agents for the 
Americans in the Houſe of Parliament;“ and if 
he did fo, in an extempore'eftuſfon, I with the 
lady had not committed it to writing. 

Mr. Burke uniformly ſhewed Johnſon the 


greateſt reſpect: and when Mr. Townſhend, 


now Lord Sydney, at a period when he was 
eonſpieuous in oppoſition, thiew out ſome re- 
ſlection in parliament upon the grant of a pen- 
fion to à man of ſuch political principles as John- 
fon; Mr. Burke, though then of the ſame par- 
ty with Mr. Townſhend, ftood warmly forth in 
defence of his friend, to whom, he juſtly ob- 
ſerved, the penſion was granted ſolely on ac- 


count of his eminent literary merit. Iam well 


- affured, that Mr. Townſhend's attack upon 
Johnſon was the occaſion of his © hitehing in a 


rhyme;” for, that in the original copy of Gold- 


ſmrith's character of Mr. Burke, in his “ Reta- 
liation,” another perſon's name ſtood in the 
couplet where Mr. Townſhend is now mtro- 
duced : {445 e 504: ES 


* Thoogh fraught with all learning, kept tra- 


ing his throat, | 
To perfuade Tommy Thwnfhend to lend him a 
vote.” LET | | 


It may be worth remarking, among the Minu- 


tic of my collection, that Johnſon was once 


drawn for the militia, the Trained Bands of the 
City of London, and that Mr. Rackſtrow, of 
he Muſeum in Fleet:ſtreet, was his Colonel. 
It may be believed he did not ſerve in perſon ; 
but the idea, with all its circumſtances, is cer- 

| | tainly 
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. tainly laughable. He upon that occaſion provi- | 
3 „ ded himſelf with. a muſquet, and with a ſword 
and belt, which I have ſeen banging my his 

__ cloſet. 

He was very fn to e whom he once 
employed, it they gave him no reaſon to be diſ- 
pleaſed. When ſomebody talked of being i im- 
poſed on in the purchaſe of tea and ſugar, and 
ſuch articles ; That will not be the cafe (ſaid 
he,) if you go to a ſlately ſbop,. as I always do. 
In fuch a ſhop it 18 not worth their while to take 
a petty advantage.” 5 

An authour of moſt anxious and reſtleſs va- 
nity being mentioned, © Sir, (ſaid he,) there 
is not a young ſapling upon Parnaſſus more ſe- 
verely blown about by every wind of eriticiſm 
than that poor fellow.“ 
Ihe difference he obſerved, between a well · 
bred and an ill-bred man is this : © One i imme- 
diately attracts your liking, the other your aver- 
fion. - You love the one till you find reaſon to 
hate him; you * the other till you find rea- 
ſon to love him.” 

The wiſe of one of his acquaintance bad frau- 
dulently made a purſe to herſelf out of her huſ- 
band's fortune. Feeling a proper compunction 
in her laſt moments, ſhe confefled how much 
ſhe had ſecreted ; 'but before ſhe could tell 
where it was placed, ſhe was ſeiſed with a con- 
vulfive fit and expired. Her huſband ſaid, he 

was more hurt by her want of confidence in 
him, than by the loſs of his money. © I told 
him (ſaid Johnſon) that he ſhould conſole him- 
ſelf; for perhaps the money might be o,, and 
he was ſure that his wife was gone.” 

A foppiſh phyſician imagined that Johnſon 
had animadverted on his wearing a fine coat, 
and mentioned it to him. I did not notice 

you; 
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jo was his anſwer. © Sir, (faid Jobnſon,) 1784. | 
ad you beendipt in PaQolus, I ſhould not have FD 


noticed you.” | 5 E 
HNHse ſeemed to take a pleaſure in ſpeaking in 
his own ſtyle; for when he had careleſsly 
miſſed it, he would repeat the thought tranſ}a- 
ted into it. Talking of the Comedy of © The 
Rehearſal,” he ſaid, Tt has not wit enough to 
keep it ſweet.” This was eaſy ;—he therefore 
caught himſelf, and pronounced a more rounded 
ſentence, © It has not vitality enough to pre- 
ſerve it from putrefation.” - -  - 2 
He cenſured a writer of entertaining Travels 
for aſſuming a feigned character, ſaying, (in his 
ſenſe of the word) He carries out one lye; 
we know not how many he brings back. 
Though he had no taſte for painting, he ad- 
mired much the manner in which Sir Joſhua 
Reynolds treated of his art, in his Diſcourſes 
to the Royal Academy.” He obſerved of a paſ- 
ſage one day, I think I might have ſaid this 
myſelf.” And once when Mr. Langton was fit- 
ting by him, he read one of them very eagerly, 
and expreſſed himſelf thus: Very well, Maf- 
r Reynolds; very well, indeed. But it will 
not be underſtood.” ©: e ; 
No man was mote ready to make an apology 
when he had cenſured unjuſtly than Johnſon. 
When a proof-ſheet of one of his works was 
brought to him, he found fault with the mode 
in which a part of it was arranged, refuſed to 
read it, and in a paſſion defired that the compo- 
fitor * might be ſent to him. The compofitor 


* Compoſitor, in the art of printing, means, the perſon 
| who/adjuſts the types in the order in which they are to 
ſtand for printing; one who arranges what is called the 
form, from which an impreſſion is taken. 


Was 


x 
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1784. was Mr. Manning, a decent ſenſible man, who 
A hadcompoſedabout one half of his Dictionary, 


. Etat. 75. 


when in Mr. Strahan's printing-houſe; and a 
great part of his * Lives of the Poets,” when 


in Mr. Nichols's printing bouſe ; and now (in 


his ſeventy-ſeventh year) when in Mr. Bald- 


win's printing-houſe, has compoſed a . 2 


this work concerning him. By producing 

manuſcript, he at once fancied. Dr. Jo — — 
that he was not to blame. Upon which John- 
fon candidly and earneſtly ſaid to him, Mr. 


Compoſitor, I aſk your pardon, again and - 


again.“ 
His generous humanity to the miſerable was 


almoſt beyond example. The following in- 


ſtance is well atteſted : Coming home late one 
night, he found a poor woman lying in the 


ſtireet, fo much exhauſted that ſhe could not 


walk; he took her upon his back, and carried 
her to his houſe, where he difcrrexed that ſhe 


was one of thoſe wretched females who had fal- 


Jen into the loweſt ſtate of vice, verty, and 
difeaſe. Inftead of harſhly upbraiding her, he 
had her taken care of with all tenderneſs for a 
long time, at a conſiderable expence, till ſhe 


was reſtored to health, and endeavoured 10 put 


her into a virtuous way of living“. 

He thought Mr. Caleb Whitetoord, fingularly 
happy in hitting on the ſignature of Fapyrns 
Curſor, to his ingenious and diverting croſs- 
readings of the news-papers ; it being a real 


name of an ancient Roman, and clearly expreſ- 


ſive of the thing done in this lively conceit. 
He once in his life was known to have ut- 
tered what is called a b; Sir Joſhua Rey- 


* 'This Aenne Web allude! to in Mr. Chunt- 
nays . Poctical Character, of him ts ſtrictly true. 


nolds, 


. 


- 
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nolds, when they were riding together in De. 1784. 


vonthire, complained that he had a very bad 
horſe, for that even when gomg down hill be 


' fon) and when he goes up hill, he ſtands ſtill.“ 
He had a great averfion to geſticulating in 

company. He called once to a gentleman who 
offended him in that point, Don't attitude- 
niſe.“ And when another gentleman thought he 
was giving additional force to what he uttered, 
by exprefſſive movements of his hands, Johnſon 
fairly ſeized them, and held them down. 

An authour of conſiderable eminence having 


engroſſed a good ſhare of the converſation in the 


company of Johnſon, and having ſaid nothing 
but what was very 'trifling and infignificant ; 
Johnſon when he was gone, obferved to us, 
It is wonderful what a difference there fome- 
times is between a man's powers of ny and 
of talking. wntes with great fpirit, 


but is a poor talker ; had he held his tongue we 


might have hy rn eee to have been reſtrained 
by modefty ; but he has ſpolen a great deal to- 
day; and yon have heard what ſtuff it was. 

A gentleman having faid that a corge A elit, 
has not perhaps the force of a command, but 
may be conhdered only as a ſtrong fecommen- 
dation. Sir, (replied Johnſon, Who ovet- 


heard him,) it is ſuch a recommendation, as if 


I ſhould throw you out of a two-pair-ef-ffairs 

window, and recommend to you'to fall ſeſt *. 
Mr. Steevens, who paſſed many a focial hour 

with him during their long acquaintance, Which 


* This has been printed in ether publications, . fall 4% 


* r But Johnſon himſelf gave me 'the true x- 
pre 


on which he had uſtd, as above; tneaniiig that che re- 
commendation left as little choice in the one caſe a5 the 


other. 


Vol. III. H h 5 commenced 


\ 6 . f $ 
Etat. 95. 
moved ſlowly ftep by ſtep. Aye (faid John 
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1784. commenced when they both lived in the Tem- 


en I = 


Etat. 75 


ple, has preſerved a good number of particulars 


concerning him, moſt of which are to be found 


in the department of Apothegms, &c. in the 


Collection of © Johnſon's. Works.” But he has 


12 


been pleaſed to favour me with the following, 


which are original: 


for a more profitable company. Let us but hold 


One evening, previous to the trial of Ba- 
retti, a conſultation of his friends was held at the 
houſe of Mr. Cox, the Solicitor, in Southamp- 
ton buildings, Chancery-lane. Among others 


preſent were, Mr. Burke and Dr. Johnſon, who 


differed in ſentiments concerning the tendency of 
ſome part of the defence the priſoner was to 
make. When the meeting was over, Mr. Stee- 
vens obſerved, that the queſtion between him 
and his friend had been agitated with rather too 
much warmth. It may be ſo, Sir, (replied 
the Doctor,) for Burke and I ſhould have been 


of one opinion, if we had had no audience.“ 


Dr. Johnſon once aſſumed a character in 
which perhaps even Mr. Boſwell never ſaw 
him. His curioſity having been excited by the 
praiſes beſtowed on the celebrated Torre's fire- 
works at Marybone-Gardens, he deſired Mr. 
Steevens to accompany him thither. The eve- 
ning had proved ſhowery; and ſoon after the 
few people preſent were aſſembled, public no- 


tice. was given, that the conductors to the 


wheels, ſuns, ſtars, &c. were ſo thoroughly wa- 
ter- ſoaked, that it was impoſſible any part of the 
exhibition ſhould be made. This is a mere 
excuſe (ſays che Doctor) to ſave their crackers 


up gur ſticks, and threaten to break thoſe eo- 


loured lamps that ſurround the Orcheſtra, and 
we ſhall ſoon have our wiſhes gratified. The 


core of the fire. works cannot be injured ; let the 
V different 
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different pieces be touched in their reſpective 1984. 


centers, and they will do their offices as well as 
ever.” Some young men who overheard him, 


immediately, began the violence he had recom- 
mended, and an attempt was ſpeedily made to 


fire ſome of the wheels which appeared to have 
received the ſmalleſt damage ; but to little pur- 
poſe were they lighted, for moſt of them com- 


pletely failed. —The authour of The Ram- 


bler, however, may be conſidered on this oc- 
cahon, as the ring-leader of a ſucceſsful riot, 


though not as e 


At has been ſuppoſſ that Dr. Johnſon, ſo 
far as faſhion was concerned, was careleſs of his 
appearance in publick. But this is not altoge- 


ther true, as the following flight inſtance may 


ſhow :—Goldſmith's laſt Comedy was to be re- 
preſented during ſome court-mourning ; and 
Mr. Steevens appointed to call on Dr. Johnſon, 


and carry him to the tavern where he was to 
dine with others of the Poet's friends; The. 


Doctor was ready drefſed, but in coloured 
cloaths; yet being told that he would find every 


one elſe in black, received the intelligence with 


a profuſion of thanks, haſtened to change his 
attire; all the while repeating his gratitude for 
the information that had ſaved him from an ap- 
pearance fo improper in the row of a front box. 
I would not (added he) for ten pounds, have 
ſeemed ſo retrograde to any general obſervance.” 

« He would ſometimes found his diſlikes on 
very /ſlendet circumſtances. Happening one 
day to mention Mr. Flexman, a Diſſenting mi- 
niſier; with ſome compliment to his exact me- 


mory in chronological matters; the Doctor re- 


plied, Let me bear no more of him, Sir. 
That is the fellow who made the Index to my 
Ramblers, and ſet down the name of Milton 
thus: — Milton, Mr. John.” 1 


H h 2 Mr. 


— — 
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_ 1784 Nr. Steevens adds this teſtimony, © It is un. 
ortunatè however for Johnſon, that his parti- 


ter. 75-cularities and frailties Fan be wore diftin&ly 

traced than his good. and amiable exertions. 

Could the maby bounties he ſtudiouſly concealed, 
the many acis bf humanity he performed in pri. 
vate, be diſplayed with equal circumſtantiality, 
kis defects would be ſo far lot in the blaze of 
his virtues; that the latter only would be re- 


garded,” - C00 
Ihough from my great admiration of John- 
=. have wondered that he was not courted 
y all the great and all the eminent perſons of 
his time, it ought fairly to be conſidered, that 
o man of Wan birth, who lived entirely by 
literature, in ſhort no authour by profeſſion, ever 
roſe in this country, into the perſonal notice 
which he did. In the courſe of this work a nu- 
tnerous variety of names Have been mentioned, 
to which many might be added. I cannot omit 
Lord and Lady Lucan, at whoſe houſe he often en- 
joyed all chat an elegant table, and the beſt com- 
pany can contribute to happineſs ; he found hol: 
pitality united with extraordinary accomphith- 
ments, and embelliſhed with charms of whith 
no man could be inſenſible. 5 
On Tueſday, June 22, I dined with him at 
Trz LiTzRARY CLUB, the laſt time of his be- 
ing in that reſpe&able ſociety. The other mem- 
bers preſent were the Biſhop of .St. Aſaph, 
Lord Eliot, Lord Palmerſton, Dr. Fordyce, 
and Mr. Malone. He looked ill ; but ha 
ſuch a manly fortitude, that he did not trouble 
the company with melancholy complaints. They 
all ſhewed evident marks of kind concern about 
bim, with which he was much pleaſed, and he 
exerted himſelf to be as entertatning as his in- 
diſpoſition allowed him. 55 
e : The 
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The anxiety of his friends to preſerve ſo in- 1784. 


eſtimable a life, as long as human means might 


be ſuppoſed to have influence, made them plan 


for him a retreat from the ſeverity of a Britiſh 
winter, to the mild climate of Italy. This 


w + 


——— 
Etat. 75. 


ſcheme was at · laſt brought to a ſerious reſolu- 
tion at General Paoli's, where I had often talked 


of it. One eſſential matter, however, I under- 


ſtood was neceſſary to be previoully ſettled, 


which was obtaining ſuch an addition to his in- 


come, as would be ſufficient to enable him to 


a 


defray the expence in a manner becoming the 
firſt literary character of a great nation, and, in- 


dependent of all his other merits, the Authour 
of THE DicTiQnaRyY OF THE ENGLISH Lax- 


* 


 GYAGEs: The perſon whom I above all others 
i appl to negociate this buſineſs, 


thought I ſhou | 
was the Lord Chancellor“, becauſe I knew that 
he highly valued Johnſon, and that Johnſon 
highly valued his Lordſhip ; ſo that it was no 


degradation of my illuftrious friend to ſolicit for 
him the favour of fuch a man. I have men- 


tioned what Far ſaid of him to me when 
he was at the har; and after his Lordſhip was 


advanced to the ſeals he faid of him, © I would _ 


prepare myſelf for no man in England but Lord 
'Fhurlow. When I am to meet with him I 


ſhould wiſh to know a day before.“ How he 


would haye prepared himſelf I cannot conjec- 
ture, Would he have felected certain topicks, 
and confidered them in every view ſo as to be 
in readineſs to argue them at all pomts? and 
what may we ſuppoſe thoſe topicks to have been? 
I once ſtarted the curiqus enquiry to the great 
man who was the ſubject of this comphment : 
he ſm:led, but did not purſue it. Pos 

I firſt conſulted with Sir Joſhua Reynolds, 


who per{eQly coincided in opinion with me; 


* ] dward Lor! Ihurlow. 
| and 


— w. ECO WENT 
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4 1784. 5 and 1 therefore, though perſonally | very little 
> known to his Lordſhip, wrote to himf, ſtativg 
Etat. 75: the caſe, and requeſting his good offices for Dr. 


Johnſon. T mentioned that I was obliged to ſet. 
out for Scotland early in the week after, ſo that 
if his Lordſhip had any commands for me as to 
this pious negociation, he would be. pleaſed to 
ſend them before that time; otherwiſe Sir Jo- 
ſhua Reynolds would give all attention to it. 
This application was made not only without 
any ſuggeſtion on the part of Johnſon himſelf, 
but utterly unknown to him, nor had he the 
ſmalleſt ſuſpicion of it. Any inſinuations, there- 
fore, which ſince his death have been thrown 
out, as if he had ſtooped to aſk what was ſuper- 
fluous, are without any foundation, But, had 
he aſked it, it would not have been ſuperfluous; 
for though the money he had ſaved proved to be 
more than his friends imagined, or than I believe 
be himſelf, in his careleſſneſs concerning worldly 
matters, knew it to be, had he travelled upon 
the Continent, an augmentation of his income 
would by no means have been unneceſſary. _ 
On Wedneſday, 155 23, J viſited him in 
the forenoon, after having been preſent at the 
ſhocking ſight of fifteen men executed before 
Neyygate. I ſaid to him, I was ſure that human 
life was not machinery, that is to ſay, a chain 
of fatality planned and directed by the Supreme 
Being, as it had in it ſo much wickedneſs and 
miſery, ſo many inſtances of both, as that by 
which my mind was now clouded. Were it 


It is ſtrange that Sir John Hawkins ſhould have related 
that the application was made by Sir Joſhua Reynolds, 
when he could ſo eaſily have been informed of che truth by 
inquiring of Sir Joſhua: Sir John's careleſſneſs to aſcertain 
ſalts WE e LEES 4-40 ons * 
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reſpects, though leſs noble, as not beinga 15. 
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machinery it It would be better than it is in theſe. 


tem of moral government. He agreed with me 
now, as he always did, upon the great queſtion 


8, 
1784. 3 
— Mn 
Etat. 75. 


of the liberty of the human will, which. has 


been in all ages perplexed with ſo much ſophiſ- 


try. But, Sir, as to the doctrine of Neceſſity, 
no man believes it. If a man ſhould give me 


arguments that I do not ſee, though I could nor 


anlwer them, ſhould I believe that I do not ſee?” 


It will be obſerved, that Johnſon at all times 
made the juſt diſtinctions between the doctrines 


contrary to reaſon, and doctrines above reaſon. 


Talking of the Teligious diſcipline proper for 
unhappy convicts, he ſaid, © Sir, one of our 


regular clergy will probably not impreſs their 
minds ſufficiently: they ſhould be attended by 


a Methodiſt preacher, or a Popiſh prieſt,” Let 


me however obſerve, in Juſtice to the Reverend 
Mr. Vilette, who has been Ordinary of New- 


gate for no leſs than ſeventeen years, in the 


courſe of which he has attended many hundreds 
of wretched criminals, that his earneſt and hu- 
mane exhortations. have been very effectual. 


His extraordinary diligence is highly praiſe- wor- ; 


thy, and merits a diſtinguiſhed reward. 


On Thurſday, June 24, l. dined with him at 


Mr. Dilly's, where were the Reverend Mr. 


Knox, maſter of Tunbridge-ſchool, Mr. Smith, 
Vicar of Southill, Dr. Beattie, Mr. Pinkerton, 
authour of various literary performances, and- 
the Reverend Dr. Mayo. At my deſire old 
Mr. Sheridan was invited, as I was earneſt to 


have Johnſon and him br ought together again 


by chance, that a feconciliation might be ef. 


fected. Mr. Sheridan happened to come early, 


and having learnt that Dr. Johnſon was to be 


there, went away; ſo 1 found, with ſincere re- 
| gret, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


0 2 
—ͤꝗ2u—u — —— —œw6ůäã3 ͤ Ot — ——— — — - 


or 


. 


1784. 
Atat. 7 


one in a daa of an 
. other two numbers. — Though I have neglected 
to preſerve his converſation; it was perhaps at 


kur UE OF Da JOHNSON. | 
Pee he: my friend! intentions were hopeleſs. 
- I recol 


ect nothing that paſſed this day, except 
Jobnſon's quickneſs, . who, when Dr. Beattie 


e as ſomething remarkable which had 
bappened to him, that he had chanced to ſee 


both No. 1, and No. 1, 209, of the backney- 
coaches, the firſt and the laſt 3 a Why, Sir, 


(faid he,) there is an equal chance for one's ſee- 


ing thoſe two numbers as any other two.“ He 
was clearly right; yet the ſeeing of the two ex- 
tremes, each of which is in ſome degree more 
conſpicuous than the reſt, could not but ſtrike 
| er manner than the ſight of any 


this interview that Mr. Knox formed the notion 
of it which he has exhibited in his © Winter 
Evening. | 

On Friday, June 25, I dined with him at Ge- 
neral Paoli's, where he ſays, in one of his letters 


to Mrs. Thrale, I love to dine.“ There was 


a variety of diſhes much to his taſte, of all 
which he ſeemed to me to eat fo much, that 1 
was afraid he might be hurt by it; and I whiſ- 


1 


pered to the General my fear, and begged he 


would not preſs him. Alas ! (ſaid the Gene- 
ral.) ſee how very ill he looks; he can live but 
a very ſhort time. Would you refuſe any light 
8 to a man under ſentence of death? 
There is a humane cuſtom in Italy, by which 
perſons in that melancholy ſituation are indulged 
with whatever they like to eat and drink, even 
with expenſive delicacies,” © . | f 


} 


I ſhewed him ſome verſes on Lichfield by 


Miſs Seward, which I had that day received 
from her, and had the pleaſure te hear him ap- 
prove of them. He confirmed to me the truth 
of a high compliment which I had been n 
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had paid to chat lady; when ſhe mentioned to 1784. 
bim © The Colombiade,” an epick poem, by =X | 
| Madame du Boccage — Madam, there is not ä 
19 it any thing equal to your deſcription of the | 
ſea round the North Pole, in your Ode on the 
death of Captain Cook.” _ I | 
3 Sunday, June 27, I found him rather bet- — 
| I mentioned to him a young man who was | | 
| por" to Jamaica with his wife and children, in | 
expectation of being provided for by two of ber 
brothers ſettled in that iſland, one a clergyman | | 
and the other a phyſician. JounsoN. “ it is a | 
wild ſeheme, Sir, unleſs he has a poſitive and | 
deliberate invitation. There was a poar girl, | 
who uſed to come about me, who had a couſin | 
in Barbadoes, that, in a letter to her, exprefſed 7 
a Ry ſhe would come out to that ifland, and | 
expatiated on the comforts and happineſs of her 4 N 
fitnation. The poor girl went out: her couſin Ce. | 
was much furprized, and aſked her how ſhe | 
eould. think of coming. Becauſe (ſaid ſhe) . 
you invited me.'— Not I' (anſwered the cou- | 
fin). The letter then was produced. I ſee it 5 | 
is true, (ſaid the,) that I did i invite you; but 1 
did not think you would come.” They lodged | 
her in an out-houſe, where ſhe paſſod her time 
miſerably; and as ſaon as ſhe had an opportunity 
ſhe returned to England. Always tell this, when 
you hear of people going abroad to relations, 
upon a notion of being well xeceived. In the 
caſe which you mention, it is prebable the cler- 
gyman ſpends all he gets, and the Phyſician 
does not know how much he is te get.” = 
We this day dined at Sir Joſhua Reynolds's, | 2 
with General Paoli, Lord Eliot, (formerly vr. | | 
Eliot, of Port Eliot,) Dr. Beattie, and ſome ö 
more company. Talking of Lord Cheſterfield; 4 
3 _ His manner was exqu fitely ele. 
ä 5 ; 0 bart. 
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gant, and he had more knowledge this Fex- F 41 


pected.” Bos WEIL. Did you find, Sir, his 


converſation to be of a ſuperiour ſtyle.” » Johx- 
sOoN. © Sir, in the converſation which I had with 
him] had the beſt right to e for it was 
upon philology and literatufe.“ Lord Eliot, 
who had travelled at the ſame time with Mr. ys 
Stanhope, Lord Cheſterfield's natural ſon, juſtly 
obſerved, that it was ſtrange that a man who 
ſhewed be had ſo much affection for his ſon as 
Lord Cheſterfield did, by writing ſo many long 


and anxious letters to him, almoſt all of them 


when he was Secretary of State, which certainly 
was a proof of great goodneſs of diſpoſition, 
ſhould endeavour to make his ſon a raſcal. His 
Lordſhip told us, that Foote had intended to 
bring on the ſtage a father who had thus tutored. 
his ſon, and to ſhew the ſon an honeſt man to 
every thing elſe, but practiſing his father's 


maxims upon him, and cheating him. Jonx- . ö 
soN. © I am much pleaſed with this deſign; 


but I think there was no occaſion to make the 


fon honeſt at all. No; he ſhould be a conſum- 


mate rogue: the contraſt between honeſty and 
knavery would be the ſtronger. It ſhould be 


contrived ſo that the father ſhould be the only ; 


ſufferer by the ſon's villainy, and thus there 
would be poetical juſtice.? a 

He put Lord Eliot in mind of Dr. Walter 
Harte. I know (ſaid he) Harte was your 


Lordſhip's tutor, and he was alſo tutor to the 


Peterborough family. Pray, my Lord, do you 
recollect any particulars that he told ou of 
Lord Peterborough ?: He is a favourite of mine, 
and is not enough knowh 5 his character has 
been only. ventilated in. party: pamphlets.” 


Lord Eliot faid, if Dr. Johaſon would be ſo 


good as to alk him any queſtions,” he would tell 
ome 
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what he could recollect. Accordingly ſome 1784. 


things were mentioned. « But (ſaid his Lord- 
ſhip) the beſt account of Lord Peterborough 
that I have happened to meet with, is, © Cap- 
tain Carleton's Memoirs.” Carleton was de- 
fcended of an anceſtor who had diſtinguiſhed 
| himſelf at the fiege of Derry. He was an of- 
ficer; and, what was rare at that time, had 
ſome knowledge of engineering.” Johnſon ſaid, 
he had never heard of the book. Lord Eliot 
had it at Port Eliot; but, after a good deal of 
enquiry, procured a copy in London, and ſent 
it to Johnſon, who told Sir Jothua Reynolds 
that he was going to bed when it came, but was 
ſo much pleaſed with it, that he fate up till he 
had read it through, and found in it ſuch an air 
of truth, that he could not doubt of its authen- 
ticity; adding, with a ſmile (in alluſion to Lord 
Eliot's been recently raiſed to the peerage,) © I 
did not thinka young Lord could have mentioned 
to me a book i in the Engliſh hiſtory mk was not 
known to me. 
An addition to our company came after we 


went up to the drawing- room; Dr. Johnſon . 
ſeemed to riſe 1n ſpirits as his audience increaſed, | 


He ſaid, He wiſhed that Lord Orford's pic- | 
ture's, and Sir Aſhton Lever's Muſeum, might 


be purchaſed by the publick, becauſe both the 
money, and the pictures, and the curioſities, 


would remain 1n the country. Whereas, if they | . 


were fold into another kingdom, the nation 
would indeed get ſome moi ey, but would loſe 


Etat. 75. 


the pictures and curiofities, which it would be 


defirable we ſhould have for improvement in 

taſte and natural hiſtory. 'Tne only queſtion 
was, that as the nation was much in want of 
money; whether it would not be better to take | 


a large price from a foreign tate,” 


He 


. 
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He entered upon a curious diſcuſſion of the 
difference between intuition and ſagacity, one 
being immediate in its effect, the other requiring 
a circuitqus proceſs; ane he obſerved, was the 
eye of the mind, the other the noſe of the mind. 

A gentleman preſent took up the argument 
againſt him, and maintained 45 no man ever 
thinks of the noſe of the mind, not adverting that 


though that ſigurative phraſe ſeems ſtrange to us, 


as very unuſual, it is truly not more forced than 
Hamlet's © In my mind's eye, Horatio.” He 
perſiſted much too long, and appeared to John- 
fon as putting himſelf Nee as his antagoniſt 


with too much preſumption ; upon which he 


ealled to him in a loud tone, What is it you 
are contending fof, if you be contending ?”— 


And afterwards imagining that the gentleman 


Fetorted upon him Wit a kind of ſmart drollery, 
he ſaid Mr. , it does nat become 
you to talk ſo to me. Beſides, ridicule is not 
Pau ur talent; . i; 208 have there neither intuition nor 

agacity.”—The gentleman proteſted that he in- 


| tended no improper freedom, but had the great- 


eſt reſpect for Dr. Johnſon. Aſter a ſhort pauſe, 
duri HIS which we were ſomewhat uneafy—- 


Johxsex. © Give me your hand, Sir. You 


yere too adn. and I was too ſhort.” Ms. 
— Sir, I am honoured b your at- 


_ tention in any way. JohxsoN. Come, Sir, 


let's have no more of it. We offended one 
another by our contention; let us not offend the 


company by our ed} liments.” 
He now ſaid, He . much 0 go to 


© 8 
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On Monday, June 28, I had the honour tv 1784 = 
receive ftom the Lord Chaneellor the following Et. 5g. 


letter: ö 
To JAuRS BoSwERELL, EV. 


Ser „ 


«© Tg6viD have anſwered your letter | 


immediately; (if being much engaged when I 
received it) I had not put it in my poeket, and 
forgot tb open it till this morning. : 
e am muchobliged to you for the ſuggeſtion; 
and will adopt and preſs it as far as Ican. The 


beſt argument, I am fure, and I hope it is not 


likely to fail; is Dr. Johnſon's merit. But it 


_ willte neeeſſary, if I ſhould be fo unfertunate 


as to miſs ſeeing you, to converſe with Sir 
 Joſhut en the ſam it will be proper to aſk—in 


ſhert; upon the means of ſetting him out. It 


would be 2 feflection on us all, if ſuch a man 
ſhould periſh for want of the means ts take care 
of his health, Yours, &e. 8 

OA „ TrbRzow.” 


This letter gave me a very high ſatisfaction; 


I next day weft and ſhewed it to Sir Joſſua Rey. 


nolds, who Vas exceedingly plea ed with it. 
He thought that I ſhould now communicate the 


negociation to Dr. Johnſon, Who might aſter- 
wards. eomblais if the atrention with Whieh it 


had been henoured, ſhould be too long eoncealed 
fröm him. I intended to ſet out for Scotland 
next morning, but Sir Jeſhua cordially inſiſted 


that I ſhould ſtay another day, that Johnſon and 


I might dine with him, that we three might talk 


of his Italian Tour, and as Sir Joſhua expreſſed 
_ himſelf, © have it all out.” L haſtened to John- 
ſon, and was told by him that he was rather 


better 


* 
1 
| 
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1794. better to-day. | RosWELL. J am very anxious 
—— 


about you, Sir, and particularly that you ſhould 


go to Italy for the winter, which I believe is 
your own wiſh. JoHNSON. ©. It is, Sir.“ 


BoswWELL. © You have no objection, I preſume, 
but the money it would require.” JoNSON. 
« Why, no, Sir.“ Upon which I gave him a 
particular account of what had been done, and 
read to him the Lord Chancellor's letter. He 
liſtened with much attention; then warmly ſaid, 


This is taking prodigious pains about a man.“ 


—*«< O! Sir, (ſaid I, with much ſincere affec- 


tion, ). yourfriends would do every thing for you.“ 


He pauſed grew more and more agitated— till 
tears ſtarted into his eyes, and he exclaimed with 
fervent emotion, Gop bleſs you all.“ I was 
ſo affected that I alſo ſhed tears. After a ſhort. 
filence, he renewed and extended his; grateful 
benediction, Gop: bleſs you all, for JIESUs 
CERIST's ſake,” We both remained for ſome- 


time unable to ſpeak.—He roſe ſuddenly and 


quitted the room quite melted in tenderneſs. 


He ſtaid but a ſhort time, till he had recovered 
his firmneſs ; ſoon after he returned J left him, 


having firſt engaged him to dine at Sir Joſhtia 
Reynolds's the next day.—I never was again 


under that roof which I had ſo long reverenced. 
On Wedneſday, | June 30, the friendly confi- 
dential dinner with Sir Joſhua Reynolds 1ook- 
place, no other company being. preſent.” Had 


I known that this was the laſt time that I ſhould 


enjoy in this world, the converſation of a friend 
whom I ſo much reſpected, and from whom 
derived ſo much inſtruction and entertainment, 


I ſhould have been deeply affected. When 1 
now look back to it, I am vexed that a ſingle 
word ſhould have been forgotten. "17 


| Both 


| 
| 
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Both Sir Joſhua ind I were ſo ſanguine i in our 
| expectations, that we expatiated with confidence 7 
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. 


on the large proviſion which we were ſure would * = 


be made for him, conjecturing whether muni- 


ficence would be diſplayed in one large donation, - 


or in an ample increaſe of his penſion. He 
| himſelf catched ſo much of our enthuſiaſm, as 
to allow himſelf to ſuppoſe it not impoſſible that 


our hopes might in one way or other be realiſed. 


He ſaid that he would rather have his penſion 
doubled than a grant of a thouſand pounds; 


« For (faid be) though probably I may not live 


to receive ſo much as a thouſand pounds, a man 
would have the conſciouſneſs that he ſhould 
paſs the remainder of his life in ſplendour, how 
long ſoever it might be.” Conſidering what a 
moderate proportion an income of fix hundred 
pounds a year bears to innumerable fortunes in 
this country, it is worthy of remark, that a man 
ſo truly great ſhould think it ſplendour. 


As an inſtance of extraordinary liberality of 
friendſhip, he told us, that Dr. Brockleſby had 


upon this occaſion, offered him-a hundred a year 
for his life. A grateful tear ſtarted into his eye 
as he ſpoke this in a faulter' ing tone. 

Sir Joſhua and I endeavoured to flatter his 
imagination with agreeable /proſpe&ts in Italy. 
Nay (ſaid he) I muſt not expect much of that; 
when a man goes to Italy merely to feel how he 
breathes the air, he can enjoy v ery little.” 

Our converſation turned upon living inthe coun- 
try, which Johnſon, whoſe melancholy mind re- 
quired the diſſipation of quick ſucceſſive variety, 
had habituated himſelf to conſider as a kind of 


mental impriſonment. Yet, Sir, (ſaid I,) there 
are many people who are content to live in the 


country.” JoHnN80N. © Sir, it is in the intel- 
lectual world as in the phyſical world; we are 
told 
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told by natural philoſophers, that a body is at 
reſt in a place that is fit for it; they who are con- 


tent to live in the eolmtry are , for the coun- 
tr1 Abs CEL Os | #4 1 4 

Talking of various enjoyments, I argued that 
a refinement of taſte was a diſadvantage, as they 
who have attained to it muſt be ſeldomer pleaſed 
than thoſe who have no nice diſcrimination, and 
are therefore ſatisfied with every thing that 
comes in their way. Joanson. © Nay, Sir; 
that is a paltry notion. Endeavour to be as per- 
fect as you can in every reſpe&t.” 


Laecompanied him in Sir joſluua Reynolds's 


coach, to the entry of Bolt-court. He aſked 


me whether would not go with him to his houſe; 


I declined it from an apprehenfion that my ſpi- 
rits would ſink. We bade adieu to each other 


affectionately in the carriage. When he had 
got down upon the foot-pavement, he called 


out, Fare you well;“ and without looking 
back, ſprung away with a kind of pathetick 
brifknels, if I may uſe that expreflion, which 
feemed to indicate a ſtruggle te conceal uneaſi- 


nels, and impreſſed me with a foreboding of 


our long, long ſeparation. 8 | | 
T remained one day more in town, to have 
the chance of talking over my negociation with 


the Lord Chaneellor ; but the multiplicity of 


his Lotdſhip's important engagements did not 
allow of it; To I left the management of the 
buſineſs in the hands of Sir Jenn Reynolds. 
Soon after this time Dr. Johnſon had the mor- 
tification of being informed by Mrs. Thrale, 


that © what ſhe ſuppoſed he never believed“, 


was true, namely, that The was actually going 
* Tetters to Mrs. Thrale,” Vol. II. page 375. 
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to marry Signor Piozzi, an Italian muſick-maſter. 1784. 
He endeavoured to prevent it, but in vain. If . 
ſhe would publiſh the whole of the correſpon-- 75* 


dence that paſſed between Dr. Johnſon and her 
on the ſubject, we ſhould have a full view of his 
real ſentiments. As 1t 1s, our judgement muſt 
be biaſſed by that charaQteriftick ſpecimen, 
which Sir John Hawkins has given us-: © Poor 
Thrale! I thought that either her virtue or her 
vice would have reſtrained her from ſuch a mar- 
riage. She is now become a ſubject for her ene- 
mies to exult over, and for her friends, if ſue 
has any left, to forget or pity*.” | 
It muſt be admitted that Johnſon derived a 
conſiderable portion of happineſs trom the com- 
forts and elegancies which he enjoyed in Mr, 


Ibrale's family; but Mrs. Thrale aflures us 


he was indebted for theſe to her huſband alone, 
who certainly reſpected him fincerely. Her 
words are, Veneration for his virtue, reverence 
for his talents, delight in his converja:won, and 
habitual endurance of a yoke my huſband firſt 
put upon me, and of which he conteniedly bore 
his ſhare for fixteen or ſeventeen years, made 
me go on jo long with Mr. Johnſon ; but the 
perpetual confinement I will own io have been 
terrifying, in the firſt years of our friendſhip, and 
irkſome in the laſt ; nor could J pretend to ſup- 
port it without helþ when my coadju'or was ng 
more.” Alas! how different is this from the 
declarations which I have heard Mrs. Thrale 
make in his life-time, without a fivgle murmur 
againſt any peculiarities, or againſt any one cir- 
cumſtance which attended their intimacy. 

As a fincere friend of the great man whoſe 
Life I am writing, I think it neceſſary to guard 

* Dr. Johnſon's Letter to Sir John Hawkins, Liſe,” 
3 | 
y Vor. III. £1 
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784. my readers againſt the miſtaken notion of Dr. 


- Joinſor's character, which this lady's © Anec- 
Adotes“ of him ſuggeſt ; for from the very nature 
and form of her book, it © lends deception 

lighter wings to fly.” | 1 
Let it be remembered, (ſays an eminent 
critick*,) that ſhe has compriſed in a ſmall vo- 
lume all that ſhe could recollect of Dr. Johnſon 
in 7wenty years, during which period, doubtleſs, 

ſome ſevere things were ſaid by him; and they 
who read the book in 7wo koyrs, naturally enough 
ſuppoſe that his whole converſation was of this 
complexion. But the fact is, I have been often 
in his company, and never once heard him ſay a 
ſevere thing to any one; and many others can 
atteſt the ſame. When he did ſay a ſevere 
thing 1t was generally extorted by ignorance 
pretending to knowledge, or by extreme vanity 
or affectation. 

4 Two inſtances of inaccuracy (adds he) are 
peculiarly worthy of notice: © It is faid +, 
* That natural roughneſs of his manner fo often 
mentioned, would, notwithſtanding the regularity 
of his notions burſt through them all from time 10 
lime; and he once lade a very celebrated ladv, who 
praiſed him with 100 much zeal perhaps, or perhaps 
too flrong an emphaſis, (which always offended 
him,) confider what her flatiery was worth before 
ſhe choaked him with it. 
Nou let the genuine anecdote be contraſted 
with this. — The perſon thus repreſented as be- 
ing harſhly treated, though a very celebrated 
lady, was ten juſt cc me to London from an ob- 

ſcure ſituation in the country. At Sir Joſhua 


* Who has been pleaſed to ſurniſh me with his rema:ks. 
* Anecdotes, p. 183. 55 


Reynolds's 
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Reynolds's one evening ſhe met Dr. Johnſon. 


She very ſoon began to pay her court to him in 


the moſt fulſome ſtrain. Spare me, I beſeech 
you, dear Madam, was his reply. She ſtill 
laid it on. Pray, Madam, let us have no more 
of this,” he rejoined. Not paying any attention 


to theſe warnings, ſhe continued ſtill her eulogy. 


At length, provoked by this indelicate and v 
obtruſion of compliment, he exclaimed, © Deareſt 
lady, confider with yourſelf what your flattery 
is worth before you beſtow it fo freely.“ 
Hou different does this ory appear, when 
accompamied with all theſe circumſtances which 


really belong to it, but which Mrs. Thrale ei- 


ther did not know, or has ſupprefled. - 

She ſays „ One genileman, however, who 
dined at a nobleman's houſe in his company, and 
thai of Mr. Thrale, to whom 1 was obliced for 
the anecdote, was willing to enter the liſis in deſence 
of King Pilliam's character; and having oppoſed 
and contradicted Johnſon two or three tines, petu- 
lanitly enough, the maſter of the houje began to feel 
uneaſy, and expect diſagreeavie ©nſequences; to 
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avoid which, he ſaid, loud enough for the Docer 


to hear Our friend here has no mecning node in 
ell this, except juſt to relate at club to-merrow 
how he teized fohnjon at dinner to-day ; ils is all 
to do himſe!f honour. —No, upon my word, (re- 


plied the other,) ] ſee no honour in it, whatever 


you may do.—IWell, Sir, (returned Mr. Johnſon, 


ernly,) if you do not fee the honour, J am ſure I 
9 F 


feel the diſgrace.” | 
« This is all ſophiſticated. Mr. Thrale was 
not in the company, though he might have re- 


lated the ſtory to Mrs. Thrale. A friend, from 


* « Anecdotes,” p. 202. 


11 2 hom 


484 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


1784. whom [I had the ſtory, was preſent ; and it was 


en mnt 
Etat. 75 


not at the houſe of a nobleman. On the obſer. 
vation being made by the maſter of the houſe on 
a gentleman's contradicting Johnſon, that he 
had talked for the honour, &c. the gentleman 
muttered, in a low voice, I fee no honour in 


it;' and Dr. Johnſon faid nothing: ſo all the 


reſt (though bien trouwte) is mere garniſh.” 

I have had occaſion ſeveral times, in the 
courſe of. this work, to point out the incorrect- 
neſs of Mrs. Thrale, as to particulars which 


conſiſted with my own knowledge. But in- 


deed ſhe has, in flippant terms enough, ex- 
preſſed her diſapprobation of that anxious de- 
ſire of authenticity which prompts a perſon who 


is to record converſations, to write them down 


at the moment*, Unqueſtionably, if they are to 
be recorded at all, the ſooner it is done the bet- 


ter. This lady herſelf ſays f, To recollect, 


however, and to repeat the ſayings of Dr. Johnſon, 


is almoſt all that can be done by the writers of his 


Life ; as his life, at leaſt ſince my acquaintance 


with him, conjifled in little elſe than talkmg, when 


he was not employed in ſeme ſerious piece of work.” 
She boaſts of her having kept a common place- 


book; and, we find ſhe noted, at one time or 


other, in a very lively manner, ſpecimens of 
the converſation of Dr. Johnſon, and of thoſe 
who talked with him; but had ſhe done it re- 


_ cently, they probably would have been leſs er- 


roneous ; and we ſhonld have been relieved 
from thoſe diſagrecable doubts of their authen- 


ticity, with which we muſt now peruſe them. 


% Anecdotes,” p. 44 F Ibid. p. 23. 
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She ſays of him * © He was the moſt charita- 


Ble of mortals, without being what we call an ac- 
tive friend. Admirable ut giting counſel; no man 
ſaw his way jo clearly; but he would not ſtir a 


finger for the aſſiſtance of thoſe do whom he was 


willing enough to grve advice.” And again on the 
ſame page, If you wanted a flight favour, 
you my apply to people of other diſpofittons ; for 
not a ſtep would Johnſon move 20 obtain a man a 
ie in a ſociety, to repay a compliment which might 


be uſeful or pleaſing, to write a letter of requeſt, 
Sc. or to obtain a hundred pounds a year more for 
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a friend who perhaps had already two or three. No 


force could urge him to diligence, no importunity 
could conquer his reſolution to ſtand fill.” 


It is amazing that one who had ſuch opportu- 


nities of knowing Dr. Johnſon, ſhould appear 
ſo little acquamted with his real character. I 
am ſorry this lady does not advert, that ſhe her- 
ſelf contradicts the aſſertion of his being obſti- 
nately defective in the pezife morale, in the little 
endearing charities of ſocial life in conferring 
ſmaller favours; for ſhe ſays f, Dr. Johnſon 
was liberal enongli in granims lilerary aſſiſtance to 


others, Ithink; and innumerable are the Preſuces, 


Sermons, Lectures, and Dedications which he uſed 
to make for people who begged of him.” I am 


certain that a more actiue friend has rarely been 
found in any age. This work, which I fondly 


hope will reſcue his memory from obloquy, 
coutains a thouſand inftances of his benevolent 
exertions in almoſt every way that can be con- 
ceived ; and particularly in employing his pen 
with a generous readineſs for thoſe to whom its 


aid could beuſeful. Indeed his obliging activity 


* « Anecdotes,” p. 51. + Ibid. p. 193. 
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in doing little offices of kindneſs, both by let- 
ters and perſonal application, was one of the 
moſt remarkable features in his character ; and 
for the truth of this I can appeal to a number of 


his reſpectable frier ds: Sir Joſhua Reynolds, 


Mr. Langton, Mr. Hamilton, Mr. Burke, Mr. 
Windham, Mr. Malone, the Biſhop of Dro- 
more, Sir William Scott, Sir Robert Chambers. 
And can Mrs. Thrale forget the advertiſements 
which he wrote for her huſband at the time of 
his election conteſt ; the epitaphs on him and 
her mother; the playful and even trifling verſes, 
for the amuſement of her and her daughters ; 
his correſponding with her children, and enter- 


ing into their minute concerns, which ſhews 
him in the moſt amiable light? 


She relates “, that Mr. Ch—Imley une x- 


pectedly rode up to Mr. Thrale's carriage, in 
which Mr. Thrale and ſhe, and Dr. Johnſon 
were travelling ; that he paid them all his pro- 
per compliments, but obſerving that Dr. John- 
fon, who was reading, did not fee him, © apt 
him gently on the ſhoulder. , 77s Mr. Ch=Im— 
ley;“ ſays my huſband. * Well, Sir—and what 
if u 1s Mr. Ch—tn—ley,' ſays the other, flernly, 


juſt lifting his eyes a moment from his bo, and re- 
turning do it again, wih renewed avidity,” This 


ny conveys a notion of Johnſon, as if he 
had been groſsly rude to Mr. Cholmondeley, 
a gentleman whom he always loved and eſteemed. 
If, therefore, there was an abſolute neceſſity for 
mentioning the ſtory at all, it might have been 
thoughr that her tenderneſs for Dr. Johnſon's 
character would have diſpoſed her to ſtate any 
thing that could foften it. Why then is there a 


7 Anecdotes,” p. 258. 
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total Rane as to what Mr. Cholmondeley told 1 


her? — That Johnſon, who had known him from 


his earlieſt years, having been made ſenſible of * 75. 


what had doubtleis a ſtrange appearance, took 


occaſion, when he afterwards met him, to make : 


a very courteous and kind apology. There is 
another little circumſtance which I cannot but 
remark. Her book was publiſhed in 1785, ſhe 
had then in her poſſeſſion a letter from Dr. John- 
fon, dated in 177%) “, which begins thus: 
« Cholmondeley's ſtory ſhocks me, if it be 
true, which I can hardly think, for I am 
utterly unconſcious of it: I am very forry : 
and very much aſhamed.” Why then pub- 
liſh the anecdote ? Or if ſhe did, why not 
add the circumſtances, with which ſhe was 
well acquainted ? 
la his ſocial intercourſe ſhe thus deſcribes 
him f: Ever mufins till he was cilled out to 
converſe, and converſing till the fatigue of his friends, 
or the promptitude of his own temper to take offence, 
conſigned him b.ick again to ſi ent meditation.” Yet 
in the ſame book ] ſhe tells us, He was, howw- 
ever, ſeldom inclined to te filent, when any maral 
or literary queſtion was ftarted , and it was on ſuch 
_ occaſions that, like the Sage in Roſſclas, he ſpoke, 
and attention watched his lips; he reaſoned, and con- 
viction clſed his periods. His converſation, in- 
deed, was ſo far from ever fatiguing his friends, 
that they regretted when it was interrupted or 
ceaſed, and could exclaim in Milton's lan- 


guage, 
Wich thee converfing, I forget all time.” 


* Letters to Mrs. Thrale, Vol. II. p. 12. 
+ Anecdotes,” p. 23. { Ibid. p. 302. 


I certainly, 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


of harſhneſs and ſeverity 1s told, I beg leave to 
doubt its perfect authenticity; for though there 
may have been ſome foundation for it, yet, like 
that of his reproof tothe very celebrated la- 
dy,” it may be fo exhibited in the narration as 
to be very unlike the real fact. 

The evident tendency of the following anec- 
dote * is to repreſent Dr. Johnſon very deficient 
in affection, tenderneſs, or even common civi— 
lity, When T one day lamented the loſs of a firſt 
couſin killed in America—* Pr ythee, my dear, 
( ſaid he,, have done with canting ; how would the 
world be the worſe for it, J may aſk, if all your 
relatims were at once ſpitied like larks, and my 
ed for Preſto's ſupper ?—Preſio was the dog that 
lay under the table while we talked,” I ſuſpect 
this too of exaggeration and diſtortion. I allow 
that he made her an angry ſpeech ; but let the 
circumſtances fairly appear as told by Mr. Baretti 
who was preſent. 


* Mrs. Thrale, while ſupping very heartily 
upon larks, laid down her knite and fork, and 
abruptly exclaimed, © O, my dear Mr. Johnſon, 
do you know what has happened ? The laſt let- 
ters from abroad have brought usan account that 
our poor couſin's head was taken off by a can- 
non-ball.“ Johnſon, who was ſhocked both at 
the fact, and her light unfeeling manner of men- 
tioning it, replied, © Madam, it would give you 


* Anecdotes,“ p. 63. 


very 
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very little concern if all your relations were ſpit- 
ted like thoſe larks, and dreſt for Preſto's ſup- 
r . : | - . 
It is with concern that I find myſelf obliged 
to animadvert on the inaccuracies of Mrs. Pioz- 
zi's © Anecdotes,” and perhaps I may be 


1784. 
"x md 
Etat. 75. 


thought to have dwelt too long upon her little 


collection. But as from Dr. Johnſon's long re- 
| fidence under Dr. Thrale's roof, and his inti- 


macy with her, the account which ſhe has 


given of him may have made.an unfavourable 
and unjuſt impreſſion, my duty, as a faithful bi- 
ographer, has obliged me relucantly to perform 
this unpleaſing taſk, 

Having left the pious negocration, as I called 
it, in the beſt hands, I ſhall here inſert what re- 
lates to it. Johnſon wrote to Sir Joſhua Rey- 
nolds on July 6, as follows: *I am going, I 
hope, in a few days, to try the air of Derby- 
ſhire, but hope to ſee you before I go. Let me, 
however, mention to you what I have much at 


heart.—If the Chancellor ſhould continue his 


attention to Mr. Boſwell's requeſt, and confer 


* Upon mentioning this to my friend Mr. Wilkes, he, 
with his uſual readineſs, pleaſantly matched it with the fol- 
lowing ſentimental anccdote. He was invited by a young 
man of faſhion at Paris, to ſup with him and a lady, who 
had been for ſome time his miſtreſs, but with whom he was 


going to part. He ſaid to Mr. Wilkes that he really felt 


very much for her, ſhe was in ſuch diſtreſs, and that he 
meant to make her a preſent of two hundred louis-d'ors. 
Mr. Wilkes obſerved the behaviour of Mademoiſelle, who 
fighed indeed very piteouſly, and aſſumed every pathetick 
air of grief; but eat no leſs than three French pigeons, 
which are as large as Engliſh partridges, beſides other 
things. Mr. Wilkes whiſpered the gentleman, we often 
ſay in England, Exceſſive ſorrow is exceeding dry, but I 
never heard Exceſſive ſorrow is exceeding hungry, Perhaps 
one hundred will do.“ The gentleman took the hint. 


= 


with 
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with you on the means of relieving my lan- 
guid ſtate, I am very defirous to avoid the 
appearance of aſking money upon falſe preten- 
ces. I deſire you to repreſent to his Lordſhip, 
what, as ſoon as it is ſuggeſted, he will perceive 
to be reaſonable. —That, if I grow much worſe, 
I ſhall be afraid to leave my phyſicians, to ſuf. 
fer the inconveniencies of travel, and pine in the 
folitude of a foreign country.—That, if I grow 
much better, of which indeed there is now lit- 
tle appearance, I ſhall not with to leave my 
friends and my domeſtick comforts ; for I do 


not travel for pleaſure or curioſity ; yet if I 
ſhould recover, curioſity would revive.—In my 
preſent ſtate, I am defirous to make a ſtruggle 


or a little longer life, and hope to obtain 
fome help from a ſofter climate. Do for me 


what you can.” He wrote to me July 26: © I 


wiſh your affairs could have permitted a longer 


and continued exertion of your zeal and kind- 
neſs. They that have your kindneſs may want 


your ardour. In the mean time I am very feeble 
and very dejected.“ 85 

By a letter from Sir Joſhua Reynolds I was 
informed, that the Lord Chancellor had called 
on him, and acquainted him that the applica- 


tion had not been ſucceſsful ; but that his Lord- 


ſhip after ſpcaking highly in praiſe of Johnſon, 
as a man who was an honour to his country, de- 
fired Sir Joſhua to let him know, that on grant- 
ing a mortgage of his penſion, he ſhould draw 
on his Lordſhip to the amount of five or fix hun- 
dred pounds; and that his Lordſhip explained 
the meaning of the mortgage to be, that he 
wiſhed the buſineſs to be conducted in ſuch a a 
manner, as that Dr. Johnſon ſhould appear to 


be under the leaſt poſſible obligation. Sir Joſhua 


men- 
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mentioned, that he had by the ſame poſt com- 1784. 
municated all this to Dr. Johnſon. | Nee ber 
How Johnſon was affected upon the occaſion N hr 
will appear from what he wrote to Sir Joſhua 
Reynolds : | | 
Aſhbourne, Sept. 9. Many words I hope 
are not neceſſary between you and me, to con- 
vince you what gratitude 18 excited in my heart 
by the Chancellor's liberality, and your kind 
wn TON 
c J have encloſed a letter to the Chancellor, 
which, when you have read it, you will be 
pleaſed to ſeal with a head, or any other general 
ſeal, and convey it to him: had I ſent it direct- 
ly to him, I ſhould have ſeemed to overlook the 
favour of your intervention.“ 


To the Lok D HIGH CHAN CELTIOR *. 


« My LoRp, 3 | 
« AFTER a long and not inattentive obſer- 
vation of mankind, the generoſity of your Lord- 
ſhip's offer raiſes 1n me not leſs wonder than gra- 
titude. Bounty, ſo liberally beſtowed, I ſhould 
gladly receive, if my condition made it neceſſa- 
ry; for, to ſuch a mind, who would not be 
proud to own his obligations? But it has pleaſed 
Gop to reſtore me to ſo great a meaſure of health, 
that if I ſhould now appropriate fo much of a 
fortune deſtined to do good, I could not eſca 
from myſelf the charge of ad vancing a falſe claim. 


* Sir Joſhua Reynolds, on account of the excellence both 
of the ſentiment and expreſſion of this letter, took a copy 
of it, which he ſhewed to ſome of his friends; one of 
whom, who admured it, being allowed to peruſe it leiſurely 
at home, a copy was made, and found its way into the 
news- papers and magazines. It was tranſcribed with ſome 


inaccuracies. I print it from the original draft in Johnſon's 
own hand- writing. 


My 
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1784. My ourney to the continent, though I once 
2 thought it neceſſary, was never much encou- 
75. WE 
raged by my phyſicians; and I was very deſi- 
rous that your Lord{hip ſhould be told of it by 
Sir Joſhua Reynolds, as an event very uncer- 
tain ; for if I grew much better, I ſhould not be 
willing, 1f much worſe, not able, to migrate.— 
Your Lordſhip was firſt ſolicited without my 
knowledge ; but, when 1 was told, that you 
were pleaſed to honour me with your patronage, 
I did not expect to hear of a refuſal; yet, as] 
have had nolong time to brood hope, and have 
not rioted in imaginary opulence, this cold recep- 
tion has been ſcarcea diſappointment ; and from 
your Lordſhip's kindneſs, I have received a be- 
nefit, which only men like you are able to be- 
ſtow. I ſhall now hve mi carior, with a 
bigher opinion of my own merit. I am, my 
Lord, 
* Your Lordſhip's moſt obliged, 
* Moſt grateful, and moſt humble ſervant, 
© SAM. JOHNSON,” | 
© Sept. 1784. | 


Upon this unexpected failure J abſtain from 
preſuming to make any remarks, or offer any 
conjectures. | 

Having after repeated reaſonings, brought 
Dr. Johnſon to agree to my removing to Lon- 
don, and even to furniſh me with arguments in 
favour of what he had oppoſed; I wrote to 
him requeſting he would write them for me ; he 
was ſo good as to comply, and Iſhall extract that 
part of his letter to me of June 11, as a proof 
how well he could exhibit a cautious yet en- 
couraging view of it: | 


& TI remem- 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 493 


« I remember, and entreat you to remem- 1784. 
ber, that virtus eſt vitium fugere , the firſt ap- 
| proach to riches is ſecurity from poverty. The 
coudition upon which you have my conſent to 
ſettle in London is, that your expence never ex- 
ceeds your annual income. Fixing this baſis of 
ſecurity, you cannot be hurt, and * may be 
very much advanced. The loſs of your Scot- 
tiſh buſineſs, which is all that you can loſe, is 
not to be reckoned as any equivalent to the 
hopes and poſſibilities that open here upon you. 
If you ſucceed, the queſtion of prudence is at an 
end; every body will think that done right 
which ends happily ; and though your expecta- 
tions, of which I would not adviſe you to talk 
too much, ſhould not be totally anſwered, you 
can hardly fail to get friends who will do for 
yo all that your preſent ſituation allows you to 
ope : and if, after a few years, you ſhould re- 
turn to Scotland, you will return with a mind 
ſupplied by various converſation, and many op- 
portunities of enquiry, with much knowled 
and materials for reflection and inſtruction.“ 
k Let us now contemplate Johnſon thirty years 
after the death of his wife, ſtill retaining for her 
all the tenderneſs of affection. | 


— wg 
Etat. 75. 


To the Rev. Mr. Bads HAw, at BROMLEY. 
«6 Sk; ; AAS. | Wire 
* PERHAPS you may remember, that in 
the year 1753, you committed to the ground 
my dear wife. I now entreat your permiſſion to 
lay a ſtone upon her; and have ſent the inſerip- 
tion, that, if you find it proper, you may figni- 
fy your allowance. 5 CET | 
* You will do me a great favour by ſhewing 
the place where ſhe lies, that the ſtone may pro- 
tect her remains. 


« Mr. 
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Mr. Ryland will wait on you for the in- 
ſcription *, and procure it to be engraved. You 
will eaſily believe that I ſhrink from this mourn- 
ful office. When it is done, if I have ſtrength 
remaining, I will viſit Bromley once again, and 
pay you part of the reſpect to which you have a 


right from, Reverend Sir, 


| * Your moſt humble ſervant, 
“July 12, 1784. 


On the ſame day he wrote to Mr. Langton: 
« cannot but think that in my languid and 


anxious ſtate, I have ſome reaſon. to complain 


that I receive from you neither enquiry nor con- 


ſolation. You know how much I value your 
friendſhip, and with what confidence I expect 
your kindneſs, if 1 wanted any act of tenderneſs 


that you could perform; at leaſt if you do not 
know it, I think your ignorance is your own 


fault. Yet how long is it that I have lived al- 
moſt in your neighbourhood without the leaſt 
notice.—I do not, however, conſider this ne- 


glect as particularly ſhown to me; I hear two of 
your moſt valuable friends make the fame com- 


plaint. But why are all thus overlooked ? You 


are not oppreſſed by ſickneſs, you are not dil- 


tracted by buſineſs; if you are ſick, you are ſick 
of leiſure: And allow yourſelf to be told, that 
no diſeaſe is more to be dreaded or avoided. 
Rather to do nothing than to do good, is the 
loweſt ſtate of a degraded mind. Boileau ſays 
to his pupil, 58 | 


Que les vers ne ſoient pas votre eternel empl, 
Cultiveꝛ vos amis.” 1 


+ n in bis Works 


That 
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That voluntary debility, which modern lan- 1784. 


guage is content to term indolence, will, if it 


5 ep „ tat. 75 
is not counteracted by reſolution, render in time * 


the ſtrongeſt faculties lifeleſs, and turn the flame 
to the ſmoke of virtue. I do not expect nor de- 
fire to ſee you, becauſe I am much pleaſed o 
find that your mother ſtays ſo long with you, 
and I ſhould think you neither elegant nor grate- 
ful, if you did not ſtudy her gratification. You 
will pay my reſpects to both the ladies, and to 
all the young people.—I am going Northward 
for a while, to try what help the country can 
give me; but, if you will write, the letter will 
come after me,” 5 
Next day he ſet out on a jaunt to Staffordſhire 
and Derbyſhire, flattering himſelf that he might 
be in ſome degree relie ved. | 

During his abſence from London he kept up 

a correſpondence with ſeveral of his friends, 
from which I ſhall ſelect what appears to me 


proper for publication, without attending nicely 
to chronological order. WE, 


To Dr. BRocRkLESBV, he writes, Aſhbourne, 
July 20. The kind attention which you have 
ſo long ſhewn to my health and happineſs, 
makes it as much a debt of gratitude as a call of 


intereſt, to give you an account of what befals 


me, when accident recovers me from your im- 
mediate care, — The journey of the firſt day was 
performed with very little ſenſe of fatigue ; the 
ſecond day brought me to Lichfield, without much 


laſſitude, but I am afraid that I could not have 


borne ſuch violent agitation for many days to- 
gether. Tell Dr. Heberden, that in the coach 
] read © Ciceronianus,* which | concluded as 1 
entered Lichfield. My affection and under- 
ſtanding went along with Eraſmus, except that 
once or twice he ſomewhat unſkilfully entangles 


Ciceros 
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1784. Cicero's civil or moral, with his rhetorical cha- 


A 
wat 75 ing unable to walk, had no great pleaſure, and 


racer.—I ſtaid five days at Lichfield, but, be- 


yeſterday (19th): I came hither, where I am to 
try what air and attention can perform. —Of an 

improvement in my health | cannot yet nun 
myſelf with the perception. *. 


The aſthma has no abatement. Opiates ſtop 


the fit, ſo as that I can fit and ſometimes lie ea- 
ſy, but they do not now procure me the power 
of motion; and J am afraid that my general 
ſtrength of body does not encreaſe. The wea- 
ther indeed is not benign; but how low is he 
ſunk whoſe ſtrength depends upon the weather ! 
—[I am now looking into Floyer, who lived 


with his aſthma to almoſt his ninetieth year. 


His book by want of order is obſcure, and 
his aſthma, I think, not of the ſame kind 
with mine. Something however I may perhaps 
learn.—My appetite ſtill continues keen enough; 
and what I conſider as a ſymptom of radical 
health, I have a voracious delight in raw ſum- 
mer fruit, of which I was leſs eager a few years 
ago.—You will be pleaſed to communicate this 
account to Dr. Heberden, and if any thing is 
to be done, let me have your joint opinion.— 
Now—adzte  cure—let me enquire after the 
Club *.” | | 
July 31. Not recolleQing that Dr. He- 


berden might be at Windſor, I thought your 
letter long in coming. But, you know, nocitura 
petuntur, the letter which 1 ſo much defired, 


tells me that I have loſt one of my beſt and ten- 
dereſt friends f. My comfort is, that he ap- 
peared to live like a man that had always before 
his eyes the fragility of our preſent exiſtence, 


At the Eſſex Head, Effex-ftreet. 
4 Mr. Allen, the printer. 


and 
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tremely kind. I am loth to think that I grow 
worle ; and cannot fairly prove even to my own 
partiality, that I grow much better.“ 
Auguſt 5. © I return you thanks, dear Sir, 

for your unwearied attention, both medicinal 
and friendly, and hope to prove the effect of 
your care by living to acknowledge it.” | 

Auguſt 12. © Pray beſo kind as to have me 
in your thoughts, and mention my caſe toothers 
as you have opportunity. I ſeem to myſelf nei- 

ther to gain nor loſe ſtrength. I have lately tried 
milk, but have yet found no advantage, and am 
afraid of it merely as a liquid. My appetite is 
ſtill good, which J know is dear Dr. Heberden's 
criterion of the vis vita. - As we cannot now 
ſee each other, do not omit to wrre, for you 
cannot think with what warmth of expectation 
I reckon the hours of a poſt-day.” }. 

- Auguſt 14. I have hitherto ſent you only 
melancholy letters, you will be glad to hear 
ſome better account. Yeſterday the aſthma re- 
mitted, perceptibly remitted, and I moved with 
more eaſe than | have enjoyed for many weeks. 
May Gop continue his mercy.-—This account I 
would not delay, becauſe I am not a lover of 
complaints, or complainers, and yet I have 
ſince we parted, uttered nothing till now but 
terrour and ſorrow. Write to me dear Sir.“ 

Auguſt 16. © Better I hope, and better. 
My reſpiration gets more and more eaſe and li- 
berty. I went to church yeſterday, after a very 
liberal dinner, without any inconvenience ; it 
is indeed no long walk, but I never walked it 
without difficulty, fince I came, befare. * * 
** E the intention was only to overpower 


Vor. III. * che 
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1784. the ſeeming vis inerliæ of the pectoral and pul- 
S—> monary muſcles.—If I were, however, of a 


Etat 


75. humour to ſee, or to ſhow the ſtate of my body, 


on the dark ſide, I might ſay, 


Quid te exempia ju vat ſpinis de pluribus una ? 


The nights are ſtill ſleepleſs, and the water riſes, 


| though it does not riſe very faſt. Let us, howe- 


ver, rejoice in all the goo that we have. The 
remiſſion of one diſeaſe will enable nature to 
combat the reſt.— The ſquills I have not ne- 
glected; for I have taken more than a hundred 
drops a day, and one day took two hundred and 
Akty, which, according to the popular equiva- 


| lence of a drop to a grain, is more than half an 


ounce.—T thank you, dear Sir, for your atten- 
tion to me has never failed. If the virtue of 
medicines could be enforced bythe benevolence 
of the preſcriber, how ſoon ſhall I be well.” 
. Auguſt 19. © The relaxation of the aſthma 
ſtill continues, yet I do not truſt it wholly to it- 
{elf, and ſoothe it now and then with an opiate. 
I not only perform the perpetual act of reſpira- 


tion with leſs labour, but I can walk with fewer 


intervals of reſt, and with greater freedom of 
motion.—I never thought well of Dr. James's 
compounded medicines ; his ingredients ap- 
peared to me ſometimes inefficacious and trif- 
ling, and ſometimes heterogeneous and deſtruc- 
tive of each other. This preſcription exhibits 
a compoſition of about three hundred and thirty 
grains, in which there are four grains of eme- 
tick tartar, and fix drops theabick tincture. He 
that writes thus, ſurely wi ites for ſhow. The 
bafis of his medicine is the gum ammoniacum, 
vhich dear Dr. Lawrence uſed to give, but of 
which I never law any effect. We will, if you 

pleaſe, 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 


pleaſe, let this medicine alone. The ſquills 
have every ſuffrage, and in the ſquills we will 
reſt for the preſent.” | 

Auguſt 21. The kindneſs which you ſhow 
by having me 1n your thoughts upon all 
occaſions, will, I hope, always fill my heart 
with gratitude. Be pleaſed to return my thanks 
to Sir George Raker, for the conſideratiou which 
he has beſtowed upon me. Is this the balloon 
that has been ſo long expected, this balloon to 
which | ſubſcribed, but without payment? It is 
pity that philoſophers have been diſappointed, 
and ſhame that they have been cheated ; but I 
know not well how to prevent either. Of this 
experiment I have read nothing ; where was it 
exhibited ? and who was the man that ran away 
with ſo much money ? —Continue, dear Sir, to 
write often and more at a time; for none of your 
preſcriptions operate to their proper uſes more 
certainly than your letters operate as cordials.“ 

Auguſt 26. I ſuffered you to eſcape laſt poſt 
without a letter, but you are not to expect ſuch - 
indulgence very often, for I write not ſo much 
becauſe I have any thing to ſay, as becauſe I 
hope for an anſwer; and the vacancy of my 
life here makes a letter of great value. —I have 
here little company and little amuſement, and 
thus abandoned to the contemplation of my own 
miſeries, I am ſometimes gloomy and depreſſed; 
this too I refiſt as I can, and find opium, I think, 
uſeful, - but I ſeldom take more than one grain. 
Is not this ſtrange weather ? Winter abſorbed 
the ſpring, and now autumn is come before we 
had ſummer. But let not our kindneſs for each 
other imitate the inconſtancy of the ſeaſons.” 

Sept. 2, Mr. Windham has been here to 
ſee me, he came, I think, forty miles out of his 

K k 2 | way, 
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1984: way, and ſtaid about a day and a half, perhaps 


Etat. 


75 


I make the time ſhorter than it was. Such con- 
verſation I ſhall not have again till I come back 
to the regions of literature, ard there Windham 
is inter ſlellas * Luna minores.” He then men- 
tions the effects of certain medicines, as taken, 
that Nature is recovering its original powers. 
and the functions returning to their proper ſtate, 
God continue his mercies, and grant me to uſe 
them rightly.“ | | 
Sept. 9g. Do you know the Duke and 
Ducheſs of Devonſhire? And have you ever 


ſeen Chatſworth ? I was at Chatſworth on Mon- 


day : I had indeed ſeen it before, but never 


when its owners were at home; I was very 


kindly received, and honeſtly preſſed to ſtay, 
but I told them that a fick man is not a fit in- 
mate of a great houſe. But I hope to gain ſome 
WE. -- 8 | 

Sept. 11. I think nothing grows worſe, 


but all rather better, except ſleep, and that of 


late has been at his old pranks. Laſt evening, 
I felt what I had not known for a long time, an 
inclination to walk for amuſement ; I took a 
ſhort walk, and came back again neither breath-. 
leſs nor fatigued. —This has been a gloomy, fri- 
gid, ungenial ſummer, but of late it ſeems to 
mend ; I hear the heat ſometimes mentioned, 
but I do not feel it. 


« Praterea minimus gelido jam in corpore ſangitis 
c 5. p | | 
Febre calet ſolu. | 


e eats ſo good a Latin ſcholar as John- 
fon, ſhould have been ſo inatten:ive to tHe metre, as by 
miſtake to have written Hellas inſte id of ig nes. 


] hope, 


— — 
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I hope, however, with good help, to find 
means of ſupporting a winter at home, and to 
hear and tell at the Club what is doing, and what 
ought to be doing 1a the world. I have no 
company here, and ſhall naturally come home 
hungry for converſation.—To with you, dear 
Sir, more leiſure, would not be kind; but what 
leiſure you have, you muſt beſtow upen me.” 

Sept. 16. *© I have now let you alone for a 
long time, having indeed little to ſay. You 
charge me ſomewhat unjuſtly with luxury. At 
Chatſworth, you ſhould remember, that I have 
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eaten but once; and the Doctor, with whom, 


I live, follows a milk diet. I grow no fat- 
ter, though my ſtomach, if it be not diſturbed 
by phyfick, never fails me.—I now grow weary 
of ſolitude, and think of removing next week to 
Lichheld, a place of more, ſociety, but other- 
wiſe of leſs convenience. When J am ſettled, I 


ſhall write again.—Of the hot weather that you 


mention, we have had in Derbyſhire very much, 
and for myſelf I ſeldom feel heat, and ſuppoſe 
that my frigidity is the effect of my diſtemper, 
a ſuppoſition which naturally leads me to hope 
that a hotter climate may be uſeful. But I hope 
to ſtand another Engliſh winter.” 

Lichfield, Sept. 29. On one day I had 
three letters about the air-balloon : yours was 
far the beſt, and has enabled me to impart to 
my friends in the country an idea of this ſpecies 
of amuſement. In amuſement, mere amule- 
ment, I am afraid it muſt end, for I do not find 
that its courſe can be directed fo as that it ſhould 
ſerve any purpoſes of communication; and it 
can give no new intelligence of the ſtate of the 


air at different heights, till they have aſcended 
above the height of mountains, which they ſeem 


never likely to do.— I came hither on the 27th. 
i | How 
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1784 How long I ſhall ſtay I have not determined. 
| My dropfy is gene, and my aſthma much re- 


Etat. 75 mitted, but I have felt myſelf a little declining 


theſe two days, or at leaſt to-day ; but ſuch vi- 
eiſſitudes muſt be expected. One day may be 
worſe than another; but this laſt month is far 
better than the former ; if the next ſhould be as 
much better than this, Iſhall run about the town 
on my own legs.” | 

October 6. The fate of the balloon I do 
not much lament : to make new balloons 1s to 
repeat the jeſt again. We now know a method 
of mounting into the air, and, I think, are not 
likely to know more. The vehicles can ſerve 
no ule till we can guide them ; and they can gra- 
tify no curioſity till we can mount with them to 
greater heights than we can reach without, till 
we rife above the tops of the higheſt mountains, 


which we have yet not done. We know the 


ſtate of the air in all its regions, to the top of 


Teneriffe, and therefore learn nothing from 


thoſe who navigate a balloon below the clouds. 
The firſt experiment, however, was bold, and 
deſerved applauſe and reward. But fince it has 


been performed, and its event is known, I had 


rather now find a medicine that can eaſe an 


_ aſthma.” 


October 25. © Lou write to me with a zeal 
that animates, and a tenderneſs that melts me. 
I am not afraid of a journey to London, or a re- 
dence in it. I came down with little fatigue, 
and am now not weaker, In the ſmoky atmoſ- 
phere I was delivered from the dropſy, which I 
conſider as the original and radical diſeaſe. The 
town is my element“; there are my friends, 

| there 


1 His love of England continually appears. Once upon 
reading that line in the curious epitaph quoted in the 
** Spectator,” | 
5 ** Born 
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there are my books, to which I have not yet 1784. 


bidden farewell, and there are my amuſements. 
Sir Joſhua told me long ago, that my vocation 
was to publick life, and I hope ſtill to keep my 
ſtation, till God ſhall bid me Go in peace. 
To Mr. HooLE. Aſhbourne, Avg. 7. Since 
I was here, I have two little letters from you, 
and have not had the gratitude to write. But 
every man is molt free with his beſt friends, be- 
cauſe he does not ſuppoſe that they can ſuſpect 
him of intentional mcivility.—One reaſon for 
my omiſſion is, that being in a place to which 
you are wholly a ſtranger, I have no topics of 
correſpondence. Had you any knowledge of 
Aſhbourne men, who, being laſt week con- 
demned at Derby to be hanged for a robbery, 
went and hanged themſelves in their cell? Bur 
this, however, tho” it may ſupply us with talk, is 
nothing to you.—Your kindneſs, I know, would 
make you glad to hear ſome good of me, but J 
have not much good to tell; if I grow not worſe, 
it is all that I can ſay.—I hope Mrs. Hoole re- 
ceives more help from her migration. Make 
her my compliments, and write again to, dear 
Sir, your affectionate ſervant.” 5 
Aug. 13. I thank you for your affectionate 
letter. I hope we ſhall both be the better for 
each other's friendſhip, and I hope we ſhall not 
very quickly be parted. —Tell Mr. Nichols, tha: 
I ſhall be glad of his correſpondence, when his 
buſineſs allows him a little remiſſion; though 
to wiſh him leſs buſineſs, that I may have more 
pleaſure, would be too ſelfiſn.— To pay for 


“% Born in New-England, did in London die, 


he laughed and ſaid. I do not wonder at this. It would 
have been ſtrange, if born in London, he had died in New- 
England.” 


ſoats 


Etat. 75. 
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1784. ſeats at the balloon is not very neceſſary, Lecauſe 


— ad 
Etat. 75. 


in leſs than a minute, they who gaze at a mile's 
diſtance will fee all that can be ſeen. About 
the wings, I am of your mind; they cannot at all 
aſſiſt it, nor I think regulate its motion.— I am 


now grown ſomewhat eaſier in my body, but 


my mind is ſometimes depieſſed.— About the 
Club I am in no great pain. The forfeitures go 
on, and the houſe, I hear, is improved for our 
future meetings. I hope we ſhall meet often, 
and fit long.” Fi | 
Sept. 4. Your letter was, indeed, long in 
coming, but it was very welcome. Our ac- 


quaintance has now ſubſiſted long, and our re- 


collection of each other involves a great ſpace, 
and many. little occurrences, which melt the 
thoughts to tenderneſs. Write to me, therefore, 
as frequently as you can.— I hear from Dr. 
Brockleſby and Mr. Ryland, that the Club is 


not crouded.. I hope we ſhall enliven it when 


winter brings us together.” | 

To Dr. Buknzy. Auguſt 2. The wea- 
ther, you know, has not been balmy ; I am now 
reduced to think, and am at laſt content to talk 
of the weather. Pride muſt have a fall *.—1 
have loſt dear Mr. Allen, and wherever I turn, 


t There was no information for which Dr. Johnſon was 
Jeſs grateful than for that whick concerned the weather. 
It was in allufion io his impatience with thoſe who were 
reduced to keep converſation alive by obſervations on the 
weather, that he applicd the, old proverb to himſelf. If 
any one of his intimate acquaiatance told him it was hot or 
cold, wet or dry, windy or calm, he would ftop them, by 
Taying, * Poh ! poh ! you are telling us that of which 
none but men ina mine or a dungeon can be ignorant. Let us 
bear with patience, or enjoy in quiet, elementary changes, 
whether for the better or the worſe, as they are never ſe- 
crets.” BURN ET. 


. »w 


he 


f 
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e the dead or the dying meet my notice, and force 1784. 
8 my attention upon miſery and mortality. Mrs. preg an 
t Burney's eſcape from ſo much danger, and her 75: 
1 eaſe after ſo much pain, throws, however, ſome 

1 radiance of hope upon the gloomy proſpect. 

t May her recovery be perfect, and her couti- 
e nuance long.— I ſtruggle hard for life. I take 

0 phyſic, and take air; my friend's chariot is al- 

r ways ready. We have run this morning twenty- 

; four miles, and could run forty-eight more. But 

| who can run the race for death ?” 

1 Sept. 4. {Concerning a private tranſaction, 


- in which his Opinion was aſked, and after giv- 
- ing it he makes the following reflections, which 


a are applicable on other occaſions. ] “ Nothing 

deſerves more compaſſion than wrong conduct 
5 with good meaning; than loſs or obloquy ſuf- 
1 fered by one who, as he is conlcious only of 
8 good intentions, wonders why he loſes that 
1 kindneſs which he wiſhes to preſerve ; and not 


knowing his own fault, if, as may ſometimes 
- happen, nobody will tell him, goes on to offend 
v by his endeavours to pleaſe.— I am delighted by 
finding that our opinions are the ſame.— Lou 
[ will do me a real kindneſs by continuing to write. 
p A poit-day has now been long a day of recrea- 
tion.“ | 
Nov. 1. Our correſpondence pauſed for 
want of toptcks. I had ſaid what I had to ſay 
on the matter propoſed tomy conſideration ; and 
nothing remained but to tell you, that I waked 
or ſlept ; that I was more or leſs fick, I drew 
my thoughts in upon myſelf, and ſuppoſed yours 
employed upon your book.—That your book 
has been delayed I am glad, ſince you have 
gained an opportunity of being more exa&t.—Of 
the caution neceſſary in adjuſting narratives there 
is no end. Some tell what they do not * 
8 5 ad 
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that they may not ſeem ignorant, and other, 
from mere indifference about truth. All truth 
is not, indeed, of equal importance; but, if 
little violations are allowed, every violation 
will in time be thought little; and a writer 
ſhould keep himſelf vigilantly on his guard 
againſt the firſt temptations to negligence or ſu- 
pineſs.— had ceaſed to write, becauſe reſpect- 
ing you | had no more to ſay, and reſpecting 
mylelf could ſay but little good. I cannot boaſt 
of advancement, and in caſes of convaleſcence 
it may be ſaid, with few exceptions, u pro- 
gredi, eſt regredi. ] hope I may be expected. 


My great difficulty was with my fweet Fanny, 


who, by her artifice of inſerting her letter in 
yours, had given me a precept of frugality which 
I was not at liberty to neglect ; and I know not 
who were in town under whoſe cover I could 
ſend my letter. I rejoice to hear that you are all 
fo well, and have a delight particularly ſympa- 
thetick in the recovery of Mrs. Burney. 


To Mr. LancToN, Aug. 25. The kind- 


neſs of your laſt letter, and my omiſſion to an- 
fwer it, begins to give you, even in my opinion, 
a right to recriminate, and to charge me with 
forgetfulneſs of the abſent. I will therefore de- 
lay no longer to give an account of myſelf, and 
wiſh I could relate what would pleaſe either 
myſelf or my friend. —On July 13, I left Lon- 
don, partly in hope of help from new air and 


change of place, and partly excited by the fick 


man's impatience of the preſent. I got to Lich- 
field in a ſtage vehicle, with very little fatigue 
in two days, and had the conſolation to find, 
that Ince my laſt viſit my three old acquaint-. 
ance are all dead.—July 20, I went to Aſh- 
bourne, where I have been till now; the houſe. 
in which we live is repairing. I live in too 
| much 


\ 
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much ſolitude, and am often deeply dejected: I 1784. 
wiſh we were nearer, and rejoice in your remo- Tur = 
val to London. A friend, at once cheerful and © ** 752 
ſerious, is a great acquifition. Let us not ne- 

glect one another for the little time which Pro- 

vidence allows us to hope. — Of my health I 
cannot tell you, what my wiſhes perſuaded me 
to expect, that it is much improved by the ſea- 
ſon or by remedies. I am ſleepleſs ; my legs = 
grow weary with a very few ſteps, and the wa- 
ter breaks its boundaries in ſome degree. The 
aſthma, however, has remitted ; my breath is 
ſtill much obſtructed, but is more free than it 
was. Nights of watchfulneſs produce torpid 
days; I read very little, though I am alone; for 
I am tempted to ſupply in the day what I loſt in 
bed.—This 1s my hiſtory, like all other hiſtories, 
a narrative of miſery. Yet I am ſo much bet- 
ter than in the beginning of the year, that I onght 
to be aſhamed of complaining. I now fit and 
write with very little ſenſibility of pain or weak- 
neſs; but when I riſe, I ſhall find my legs be- 
traying me.—Of the money which you men- 
tioned I have no inmmediate need, keep it, 
however, for me, unleſs ſome exigence requires 
it. Your papers I will ſhew you certainly when 
you would fee them, but I am a little angry 
at you for not keeping minutes of your own ac- 
ceptum et expenſum, and think a little time might 
be ſpared from Ariſtophanes, for the res fami- 
liares. Forgive me, for I mean well.—I hope, 
dear Sir, that you and Lady Rothes, and all the 
young people, too many to enumerate, are well 
and happy. Gop bleſs you all.” 

TO Mr. WINDHAMu, Auguſt. © The ten- 
derneſs with which you have been pleaſed to 
treat me, through my long illneſs, neither health 

nor ſickneſs can I hope make me forget; and 


you 


w FFV 


Etat. 75. 
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1784. you are not to ſuppoſe, that after we parted you 


were no longer in my mind. But what can a 


are neceſſarily concentrated in himſelf ; he nei- 
ther receives nor can give delight; his enqui- 
ries are after alleviations of pain, and his efforts 
are to catch ſome momentary comfort. Though 
I am now 1n the neighbourhood of the Peak, you 
muſt expect no account of its wonders, of its 
hills, its waters, its caverns, or its mines; but 
J will tell you, dear Sir, what | hope you will 
not hear with leſs fatisfaction, that for about a 
week paſt my aſthma has been leſs afictive.” 

October 2. *© I believe you have been long 


enough acquainted with the phenomena of ſick- 


neſs, not to be ſurprized that a fick man wiſhes 
to be where he is not, and where it appears to 
every body but himſelf that he might eafily be, 
without having the reſolution to remove. 

thought Aſhbourne a ſolitary place, but did not 
come hither till laſt Monday.— l have here more 


company, but my health has for this laſt week 


not advanced; aud m the langour of diſeaſe how 
little can be done? Whither or when ſhall I 
make my next remove, I cannot tell ; but I en- 
treat you, dear Sir, to let me know, from time 
to time, where you may be found, for your re- 
fidence is a very powerful attractive to, Sir, 
your moſt humble ſervant.” 


TO THE RICHT HONOURABLE 
Wirttiam GERARD HAMILTON. 


- 


% Drar SIR, | | 

* CONSIDERING what reaſon you gave 
me ia the ſpring to conclude that you took part 
in whatever good or evil might befal me, I 


ought 


fick man ſay, but that he is fick ? His thoughts 
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ought not to have omitted ſo long the account 1784. 
which I am now about to give you.—My diſea- Zu de. 
ſes are an aſthma and a dropfy, and, what is 7? 
leſs curable, ſeventy-five. Of the dropſy, in 
the beginning of the ſummer, or in the ſpring, I 
recovered to a degree which ſtruck with wonder 
both me and my phyſicians : the aſthma now is 
likewiſe, for a time, very much relieved. I 
went to Oxford, where the aſthma was very 
tyrannical, and the dropſy began again tothreaten 
me, but ſeaſonable phyſick ſtopped the inunda- 
tion: I then returned to London, and in July 
took a reſolution to viſit Staffordſhire and Der- 
byſture, where I am yet ſtruggling with my diſ- 
eafes. The dropſy made another attack, and 
was not eaſily ejected, but at laſt gave way. 
The aſthma ſuddenly remitted in bed, on the 
13th of Auguſt, and, though now very opprel- 
five, is, I think, ſtill ſomething gentler than it 
was before the remiſhon. My limbs are miſe- 
rably debilitated, and my nights are ſleepleſs 
and tedious. When you read this, dear Sir, you 
are not ſorry that I wrote no ſooner. I will not 
prolong my complaints. I hope ſtill to ſee you 
in a happier hrur, to talk over what we have 
often talked, and perhaps to find new topicks of 
merriment, or new incitements to curioſity. 
I am dear Sir, &c. 


SAM. JounxsoN.” 
** Lichfield, Oct. 20, 1784. 


To JohN PARADISE, Eg. 


© DE AR SIR, 

«© THOUGH in all my ſummer's excurſion I 
have given you no account of myſelf, I hope 
you think better of me than to imagine it 3 

| Or 
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for me to forget you, whoſe kindneſs to me has 
been too great and too conſtant not to have 
made its impreſſion on a harder breaſt than 
mine.— Silence is not very culpable when no- 
thing pleaſing is ſupprefſed. It would have al- 
leviated none of your complaints to have read 
my viciſſitudes of evil. I have ſtruggled hard 


with very formidable and obſtinate maladies; 


and though I cannot talk of health, think all 
praiſe due to my Creator and Preſerver for the 
continuance of my life. The dropſy has made 
two attacks, and has given way to medicine ; 
the aſthma is very oppreſſive, but that has like- 
wiſe once remitted. I am very weak, and very 


 Neepleſs ; but it is time to conclude the tale of 


ter, 


m_ hope, dear Sir, that you grow bet- 
or you have likewiſe your ſhare of human 
evil, and that your lady and the young charmers 


are well. I am, dear Sir, &c. 


| | SAM. JOHNSON.” 
* Lichfield, Oct 20, 1784. — 


To Mr. GkORGE NIcOLL *. 


© DEAR. SIR, : 

«© SINCE we parted I have been much op- 
preſſed by my aſthma, but it has lately been leſs 
laborious. When I fit I am almoſt at eaſe, and 
] can walk, though yet very little, with lets 
difficulty for this week paſt than before. I hope 
I ſhall again enjoy ny friends, and that you and 
I ſhall have a little more literary converſation. 
My friend is fick himſelf, and the reciprocation 
of complaints and groans affords not much of 
either pleaſure or inſtruction. What we have 


* Pookſcller to his Majeſty. 
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not at home this town does not ſupply, and I 


511 
1784. 


ſhall be glad of a little imported intelligence, qT— 
and hope that you will beſtow now and then a 75. 


little time on the relief and entertainment of, Sir, 
yours, &c. 


SAM. JOHNSON.” 
* Aſhbourne, Augult 19, 1784. | 


To Mr. CRUIKSHANK. 


« Dxar SIR, 


* DO not ſuppoſe that I forget you; I hope 


I ſhall never be accuſed of forgetting my bene- 
factors. I had, till lately, nothing to write but 
complaints upon complaints, of miſeries upon 
miſeries, but within this fortnight I have re- 


ceived great relief. Have your Lectures any 


vacation? If you are releaſed from the neceſſity 
of daily ſtudy, you may find time for a letter to 
me. — [In this letter he ſtates the particulars of 
his caſe. ]|—In return for this account for my 
health, let me have a good account of yours, 
and of your proſperity in all your undertakings, 
I am, dear Sir, your, &c. 


Sam. JoHnNs0N.” 
„ Aſhbourne, Sept. 4, 1784. 


To MR. THOMAS DAVIES, Auguſt 14. The 
tendernels with which you always treat me, makes 
me culpable in my own eyes for having omitted 
to write in ſo long a ſeparation ; I had, indeed, 
nothing to ſay that you could wiſh to hear. All 
has been hitherto miſery accumulated upon mi- 
ſery, diſeaſe corroborating diſeaſe, till yeſter- 
day ray aſthma was perceptibly and unexpect- 
edly mitigated. I am much comforted with 


this ſhort relief, and am willing to fatter myſelf 


that 


82 
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that it may continue and improve. I have at 


preſent, ſuch a degree of eaſe, as not only may 
admit the comforts, but the duties of life. Make 
my compliments to Mrs. Davies. —Poor dear 
Allen, he was a good man.” 5 


'To Six Josuua REYNO LDS, Auguſt 19. 


* Having had ſince our ſeparation, little to ſay 
that could pleaſe you or myſelf by ſaying, I 


have not been laviſn of uſeleſs letters; but J 


flatter myſelf that you will partake of the plea- 
fure with which I can now tell you, that about 
a week ago, I felt ſuddenly a fenſible remiſſion 
of my aſthma, and confequently a greater light- 
nefs of action and motion. Of this grateful 
alleviation I know not the cauſe, nor dare de- 
pend upon its continuance, but while it laſts, 
J endeavour to enjoy it, and am deſirous 
of communicating while it laſts, my plea- 
ſure to my friends. ——Hitherto, dear Sir, 


I had written before the poſt, which ſtays in 


this town but a little while, brought me your 
letter. Mr. Davies ſeems to have repreſented 
my little tendency to recovery in terms too ſplen- 
did. Jam ſtill reſtleſs, ſtill weak, ſtill watry, 
the aſthma is leſs oppreſſive.— Poor Ramſay *! 
On which fide foever I turn, mortality preſents 
its formidable frown. I left three old friends at 
Lichfield, when I was laſt there, and now found 
them all dead. I no ſooner loſe fight of dear 
Allen, than I am told I ſhall ſee him no more. 
That we muſt all die, we always knew ; I wiſh 
I had ſooner remembered it. Do nat think me 
1atrufive or importunate, if I now call, dear Sir, 
On you to remember it.” | 

Sept. 2. © I ſtill continue, by God's mercy, 
to mend. My breath is eafier, my nights are 
quieter, and my legs are leſs in bulk, and ſtronger 

* Allen Ramſay, Efq. painter to his Majeſty, who died 


about this lime; much reoretied by his friends. 
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in uſe. I have, however, yet a great deal to 1784. 


overcome, before I can yet attain even an old 
man's health. Write, do write to me now and 
then; we are now old acquaintance, and per- 
haps few people have lived fo much and ſo long 
together, with leſs cauſe of complaint on either 
ſide. - The retroſpection of this is very pleaſant, 
and I hope we ſhall never think on each other 
with leſs kindneſs.” | 

Sept. 18. © I flattered myſelf that this week 
would have given me a letter from you, but 
direct your next to Lichfield. —]I think, and I 
hope, am ſure, that I ftill grow better ; I have 
ſometimes good nights; but am ſtill in my legs 
weak, but ſo much mended, that I go to Lich- 
field in hope of being able to pay my viſits on 
foot, for there are no coaches.— I have three 
letters this day, all about the balloon, I could 
have been content with one. Do not write 


about the balloon whatever elſe you may think 


27 
. 


proper to ſay 1 18 

To Mx. Journ Nrchors. Lichfield, Oct. 
20. When you were here, you were pleaſed, 
as I am told, to think my abſence an inconve- 
nience. I ſhould certainly have been very glad 
to give ſo ſkilful a lover of antiquities any infor- 
mation about my native place, of which, how- 


ever, I know not much, and have reaſon to be- 


heve that not much is known.—Though I have 
not given you any amuſement, I have received 
amuſement from you. At Aſhbourne, where I 
had very little company, I had the luck to bor- 
row * Mr. Bowyer's Life; a book ſo full of 
contemporary hiſtory, that a literary man muſt 


find ſome of his old friends. I thought that 1 


could now and then have told you ſome hints 
worth your notice; and perhaps we may talk a 


life over. I hope we ſhall be much together ; 


Vor:; HE. 1 you 
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you muſt now be to me what you were before, 
and what dear Mr. Allen was, beſides. He 
was taken unexpectedly away, but I think he 
was a very good man.—T have made very little 
progreſs in recovery. I am very veal, and 
very ſleepleſs ; but I live on and hope.” | 

This various maſs of correſpondence, which 
I have thus brought together, is valuable both 
as an addition to the ſtore which the publick 
already has of Johnſon's writings, and as exhi- 


biting a genuine and noble ſpecimen of vigour 


and vivacity of mind, which neither age nor 
ſickneſs could impair or diminiſh. 
It may be obſerved, that his writing in every 


way, whether for the publick, or privately to 


his friends, was by fits and ſtarts; for we ſee 
frequently, that a number of letters are written 
on the ſame day. When he had once overcome 
his averſion to begin, he was, I ſuppoſe, defi- 


rous to go on in order to reheve his mind from 


the uneaſy reflection of delaying what he ought 
to do. | | 

While in the country, notwithſtanding the 
accunmlation of illneſs which he endured, his 
mind did not loſe its powers. He tranſlated an 
Ode of Horace, which is printed in his Works, 
and compoſed ſeveral prayers. I ſhall infert 
one of them, which 1s ſo wiſe and energetick, 
ſo philoſcphical and ſo pious, that I doubt not 
of its affording conſolation to many a fincere 
Chriſtian, when in a ſtate of mind to which I 
believe the beſt are ſometimes liable *. 


And 
* Azainft inquiſitive and perplexing thoughts. © O Lozy, 


my Maker and Protector, who haſt graciouſly ſent me into 
this world to work out my ſalvation, enable me. to drive 
from me all ſuch unquiet and perplexing thoughts as may 
miſlead or hinder me in the practice of thoſe duties which 


Thou haſt required, When I behold the works of thy 
hands, 
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, And here I am enabled fully to refute a very 174. 
e unjuſt reflection both againſt Dr. Johnſon, and Fer ' 
e his faithful ſervant, Mr. Francis Barber, by Sir * ik 
e John Hawkins, as if both of them had been o 
d culpable of neglect towards a perſon of the 
| name of Heeley, whom Sir John chooſes to call 

n a relation of Dr. Johnſon's. The fact is, that 

h Mr. Heeley was not his relation; he had indeed 1 
K been married to one of his couſins, but ſhe had | 
1 died without having any children, and he had RM 
Ir married another woman, ſo that even the flight [1 
uy connection which there once had been by alli- | 
h ance was diffolved. Dr. Johnſon, who had 1 F 

ſhewn very great liberality to this man while his 1 

0 firſt wife was alive, as had appeared in a for- il 
_ mer part of this work, was humane and cha- j 
n ritable enough to continue his bounty to him oc- 

e caſionally; but ſurely there was no ſtrong call 

i- of duty upon him or upon his legatee, to do 

m more. The following letter, obligingly com- 
ht municated to me by Mr. Andrew Strahan, will 
confirm what I have ſtated : 
le | 
lis hands, and conſider the courſe of thy providence. give me 
an race always to remember chat thy thoughts are not my 

| thoughts, nor thy ways my ways. And while it ſhall pleaſe 
8, Thee to continue me in this world, where much is to be 
It done, and little to be known teach me, by thy Holy Spirit, 
k, to withdraw my mind from unprofitable and dangerous en- 
ot quiries, from difficulties vainly curious, and doubts impoſ- 
{ble to be ſolved. Let me rejoice in the light which I hou 
'T haſt imparted. let me ſerve Thee with active zcal and hum- 


ble coufidence, and wait with patient expectation for the 

time in which the ioul which Thou receiveſt ſhall be ſatis- 

1d fied with knowledge. Grant this, O, Lozp, for Jxsus 
_ CaxrsT's fake. Amen.” 


ive 1. 1 2 9 
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To Mr. HEEIVY, No. 5, in Pye, ſtreet. Weſt 
minſter. 


n 
* AS neceſſity obliges you to call ſo ſoon 


again upon me, you ſhould at leaſt have told 
the ſmalleſt ſum that will ſupply your want; you 
cannot ſuppoſe that I have, much to ſpare. T'wo 


guineas is as much as you ought'to be behind 
with your creditor. —If you wait on Mr. Strahan, 


in New-ſtreet, Fetter-lane, or in his abſence, 
on Mr. Andrew Strahan, ſhow this, by which 


they are entreated to advance you two guineas, 


and to keep this as a voucher. I am, Sir, your 


humble ſervant, | 


Sau. Jonds oN.“ 
« Aſhbourne, Aug. 12, 1784. 


Indeed it 1s very neceſſary to keep in mind 
that Sir John Hawkins has unaccountably viewed 
Johnſon's character and conduct in almoſt every 
particular with an unhappy prejudice *. 


We 


* I ſhall add one inſtance only to thoſe on which I have 
thought it incumbent on me to obſerve. Talking of Mr. 


_ Garrick's having fignified his willingneſs to let Johnſon 


have the loan of any of his books to alliſt him in his edition 
of Shakſpeare ; Sir John ſays (page 444.) Mr. Garrick 
knew not what riſque he ran by this offer. Johnſon had 
ſo ſtrange a forgetfulneſs of obligations of this ſort, that 


| few wholent him books ever ſaw them again.“ This ſure- 


ly conveys a moit unſavourable inſinuation, and has been ſo 


underſtood. Sir John mentions the ſingle caſe of a curious 


edition of Politian, which he tells us, © appeared to belong 
io Pembroke-College, and which, probably had been con- 
nidered by Johnſon as his own, for upwards of fifty years.“ 
Would it not be fairer to conſider this as an inadvertence, 
and draw no general inference ? 'The truth is, that John. 
ion was ſo atcentive, that in one of his manuſcripts in my 
poſſeſſion, he has marked in two columns books borrowed, 
and books leat. 


In 


Let tro AA. vv 
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We now behold Johnſon for the laſt time, in 
his native city, for which he ever retained a 
warm affection, and which by a ſudden apol- 
trophe under the word Lich, he introduces with 
reverence, into his immortal work THE ENG- 
LIS H D1iCcTIONARY—dalve magna parens * I 
While here, he felt the revival of all the ten- 
derneſs of filial affection, an inſtance of which 
appeared in his ordering the grave-ſtone and in- 
ſcription, over Elizabeth Blaney, to be ſub- 
ſtantially and carefully renewed. 


In Sir John Hawkins's compilation, there are, however, 
ſome paſſages concerning Johnſon which have unqueſtiona- 
ble merit. One of them I ſhall tranſcribe, in juſtice to a 
writer whom I have had too much occaſion to cenſure, and 
to ſhow my fairneſs as the e of my illuſtrious 
friend: 'Lhere was wanting in his conduct and behaviour, 
that dignity which reſults from a regular and orderly courſe 
of action, and by an irreſiſtible power commands efteem. 
He could not be ſaid to be a ftayed man, nor fo to have ad- 
juſted in his mind the balance of reaſon and paſſion, as to 

ive occaſion to ſay what may be obſerved of ſome men, 
Jt all they do is juſt, fit, and right.“ 

*The following circumitance, mutually to the honour 
of Johnſon and the corporation of his native city, has been 
communicated to me by the Reverend Dr. Vyſe, from the 
Town. Clerk : © Mr. Simpſon has now before him, a re- 
cord of the reſpect and veneration which the Corporation 
of Lichfield, in the year 1767, had for the merits and learn- 
ing of Dr. Johnſon. His father built the corner houſe in 
the market-place, the two fronts of which, towards Market 
and Broad-market- ſtreet, ſtood upon the waſte land of the 
Corporation, under a forty years leaſe, which was then ex- 
pired. On the 15th of Auguſt, 1767, at a common-hall 
of the bailiffs and citizens, it was ordered (and that without 
any ſolicitation) that a leaſe ſhould be granted to Sanmel 
Johnſon, Doctor of Laws, of the incroachments at his 
houſe, for the term of ninety-nine years, at the old rent 
which was five ſhillings. Of which, as Town-Clerk, Mr. 
Simpſon had the honour and pleaſure of informing him, 
and that he was deſired to accept it, without Paying any 
fine on the occaſion, which leaſe was afterwards granted, 


and the Doctor died poſſeſſed of this property.“ 
To 
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To Mr. Henry White, a young clergyman, 
with whom he now formed an intimacy, ſo as 
to talk to him with great freedom, he men- 
tioned that he could not in general accuſe him- 
ſelf of having been an undutiful ſon. © Once, 
indeed (ſaid he) I was diſobedient ; I refuſed 
to attend my father to Uttoxeter-market. Pride 
was the ſource of that refuſal, and the remem- 
brance of it was painful. A few years ago, I 
defired to atone for this fault; I went to Uttox- 
eter in very bad weather, and ſtood for a conſi- 
derable time bare-headed in the ram, on the 
{pot where tay father's ſtall uſed to ſtand. In 
contrition I ſtood, and I hope the pennance was 
W an 6 | 

I told him (fays Miſs Seward) in one of my 
lateſt viſits to him, of a wonderful learned pig, 

which I had ſeen at Nottingham; and which 
did all that we have obſerved exhibited by dogs 
and horſes. The ſubject amuſed him. Then 
(ſaid he) the pigs are a race unjuſtly calumniated. 
Pig has, it ſeems, ot been wanting to man, but 
man to pig. We do not allow ine for his edu- 
cation, we kill him at a year od.“ Mr. Henry 
White, wno was preſent, obſerved that if this 
inſtance had happened in or before Pope's time, 
he would not have been juſtified in inſtancing 
the ſwine as the loweſt degree of groveling in- 
ſtindt. Doctor Johnſon ſeemed pleaſed with 
the obſervation, while the perſon who made it 
proceeded to remark, that great torture muſt 
have been employed, ere the indocility of the 
animal could have been ſubdued. — Certainly 
(faid the Doctor) but (turning to me); how old 
is your pig?“ I told him three years old. © Then 
(faid he) the pig has no caufe to complain; he 
would have been killed the firſt year if he had 


not 


THE LIFE OF DR. JOHNSON. 519 


not been educated, and protracted exiſtence is a 1784. 


- || good recompence for very conſiderable degrees E. g. 
of torture. | 
As Johnfon had now very faint hopes of re- 


5 covery, and as Mrs. Thrale was no longer de- 
voted to him, it might have been ſuppoſed that 


I he would naturally have choſen to remain in the 
. comfortable houſe of his beloved wife's daugh- 
ter, and end his life where lie began it. But 


there was in him an animated and lofty ſpirit *, 
and however complicated diſeaſes might de- 


. preſs ordinary mortals, all who ſaw him, be- 
held and acknowledged the inwvictum animum 
Catomis. Such was his intellectual ardour even 

at this time, that he ſaid to one friend, © Sir, I 
; look upon every day to be loſt in which I do 


not make a new acquaintance.” And io aro- 
ther, when talking of his illneſs, “ IT will be 
| conquered ; I will not capitulate.” And ſuch | 
| was his love of London, ſo high a reliſh had he | 
of its magnificent extent, and variety of intel- . 
8 lectual entertainment, that he languiſhed when " 
abſent from it, his mind having become quite 
2 luxurious from the long habit of enjoying the f 
; metropolis ; and therefore although at Lichfield, fl 
| ſurrounded with friends who loved and revered 5 
| him, and for whom he had a very ſincere aft- 0 
| fection, he ſtill found that ſuch converſation as 
London affords, could be found no where elſe. 


Theſe feelings, joined probably to ſome flatter- - . 


> Mr. Burke ſuggeſted to me as applicable to Johnſon, 
what Cicero, in his Cato Major, ſays of Appius, Inten- 
| tum enim animum tanguam habebat, nec langueſcens ſuccum- 
bebat ſenectuti; repeating at the ſame time, the following 
7 S 
noble words in the ſame paſſage: ta enim ſenectus ho- 
ö neſta eſt ſi ſe ipſa defendit, fi jus ſuum retinet, ſi nemini 
emancipata eſt, ſi uſque ad extremum vitæ ſpirilum vindicet 
Jus fuum.” | 


Y 
wy 
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ing hopes of aid, from the eminent phyſicians 
and ſurgeons in London, who kindly and gene- 
rouſly attended him without accepting of fees, 
made him reſolve to return to the capital. 
From Lichfield he came to Birmingham, 
where he paſſed a few days with his worthy old 
ſchoolfellow, Mr. Hector, who thus writes to 
me : © He was very ſolicitous with me to re- 
collect ſome of our molt early tranſactions, and 
tranſmit them to him, for I perceived nothing 
gave him greater pleaſure than calling to mind 
thoſe days of our innocence. I complied with 
his requeſt, and he only received them a few 
days before his death. I have tranſcribed for 
our inſpection, exactly the minutes I wrote to 
im.” This paper having been found in his re- 
poſitories after his death, Sir John Hawkins has 
inſerted it entire, and I have made occaſional 
ule of it, and other communications from Mr. 
Hector, in the courſe of this work. I have both 
viſited and correſponded with him fince Dr. 
Johnſon's death, and by aſking a great variety 
of particulars have obtained additional informa- 
tion. I followed the ſame mode with the Re- 
verend Dr. Taylor, in whoſe preſence I wrote 
down a good deal of what he could tell; and he, 
at my requeſt, ſigned his name, to give it au- 
thenticity. It 1s very rare to find any perſon 
who is able to give a diſtinct account of the life 
even of one whom he has known intimately, 
without queſizons being put to them. My friend, 
Dr. Kippis, has told me, that on this account it 
is a practice with him to draw outa biographical 
catechiſm. = 
 lohnfon then proceeded to Oxford, where he 
was again kindly received by Dr. Adams, who 
was pleaſed to give the following account in one 
of his letters (15th Feb. 1985): His laſt viſit 


Was, 
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was, I believe, to my houſe, which he left af- 
ter a ſtay of four or five days. We had much 
ſerious talk together, for which I ought to be the 


better as long as I live. You will remember 


ſome diſcourſe which we had in the ſummer u 
on the ſubject of prayer, and the difficulty of 
this fort of compoſition. He reminded ' me of 
this, and of my having wiſhed him to try his 
hand, and to give us a ſpecimen of the ſtyle and 
manner that he approved. He added, that he 
was now 11 a right frame of mind, and as he 
could not poſſibly employ his time better, he 
would in earneſt ſet about it. But I find upon 
enquiry, that no papers of this fort were left be- 
hind him, except a few ſhort ejaculatory forms 
ſuitable to his preſent ſituation.” 
Dr. Adams had not then received accurate in- 
formation on this ſubject; for it has ſince ap- 
peared that various prayers had been compoſed 
by him at different periods, which intermingled 
with pious reſolutions, and ſome ſhort notes of 
his life, were entitled by him“ Prayers and 
Meditations,” and have in purſuance of his ear- 
neſt requifition in the hopes of doing good, been 
publiſhed, with a judicious well-written Pre- 
face, by the Rev. Mr. Strahan, to whom he 


delivered them. This admirable collection, to 


which I have frequently referred in the courſe of 
this work, evinces, beyond all his compoſitions 
for the publick, and all the eulogies of his friends 
and admirers, the fincere virtue and piety of 
Johnſon. It proves with unqueſtionable authen- 
ticity, that amidſt all his conſtitutional infirmi- 
ties, his earneſtneſs to conform his practice to 
the precepts of Chriſtianity was unceaſing, and 
that he habitually endeavoured to refer every 
tranſaction of his life to the will of the Supreme 
Being. 

| He 
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He arrived in London on the 16th of Novem- 
ber, and next day ſent to Dr. Burney, the fol- 
lowing note, which J inſert as the laſt token of 
his remembrance of this ingenious and amiable 
man, and as another of the many proofs of the 
tenderneſs and benignity of his heart. 


Mr. JonxsoN, who came home laſt night, 


ſends his reſpects to dear Dr. Burney, and all 


the dear Burney's little and great.“ 


To Mr. Hscrtok, in Birmingham. 


% DEAR SIR, | 
« IJ Dip not reach Oxford, until Frida 
morning, and then I ſent Francis to fee the | 
loon fly, but could not go myſelf. I ſtaid at 


Oxford *till Tueſday, and then came in the com- 


mon vehicle eafily to London. I am as I was, 
and having ſeen Dr. Brockleſby, am to ply the 
fquills ; but whatever be their efficacy, this 
word muſt foon paſs away. Let us think ſe- 
riouſly on our duty.— I ſend my kindeſt reſpects 
to dear Mrs. Careleſs; let me have the prayers 
of both. We have all lived long, and muſt 
ſoon part. Gop have mercy on us, for the ſake 
of our Lord JxsUus CHRIST. Amen. Iam. 
&c. 


SAM. JOHNSON.” 
London, Nov. 17, 1784. | 


His correſpondence with me after his letter 
on the ſubje& of my ſettling in London, ſhall 
now ſo far as is proper, be produced in one ſe- 
ries. 

July 26, he wrote to me from Aſhbourne; 
« On the 14thI came from Lichfield, and found 
every body glad enough to ſee me. On the 20th, 

I came 
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J came hither, and found a houſe half built, of 1784. 
very uncomfortable appearance, but my own - 


room has not been altered. That a man worn 
with diſeaſes, in his ſeventy-ſecond or third 
year, ſhould condemn part of his remaining life 
to paſs among ruins and rubbiſh, and that no in- 
confiderable part, appears to me very ſtrange. 
I know that your kindneſs makes you impatient 
toknow the ſtate of my health, in which I can- 
not boaſt of much improvement. I came 
through the journey without much inconvenience, 
but when I attempt ſelt-motion I find my legs 
weak, and my breath veryſhort; this day I have 
been much difordered. I have no company; 
the Doctor 1s buly in his fields, and goes to bed 
at nine, and his whole ſyſtem is ſo different from 
mine, that we ſeem formed for different ele- 
ments; I have, therefore, all my amuſement to 
ſeek within myſelf.” „ 
Having written to him in bad ſpirits, a letter 
filled with dejection and fretfulneſs, and at the 
ſame time expreſſing anxious apprehenſions con- 
cerning him, on account of a dream which had 
diſturbed me; his anſwer was chiefly in terms 
of reproach, for a ſuppoſed charge of “ affect- 
ing diſcontent, and indulging the vanity of com- 
plaint.“ It however proceeded, © Write to 
me often, and write like a man. I confider 
your fidelity and tenderneſs as a great part of the 
comforts which are yet left me, and ſincerely 
wiſh we could be nearer to each other, —* * * 
* * * *. My dear friend, life is very ſhort 


and very uncertain ; let us ſpendit as well as we 


can.— My worthy neighbour, Allen, is dead. 


Love me as well as you can. Pay my reſpedis 


to dear Mrs. Boſwell. —Nothing ailed me at 


that time ; let you ſuperſtition at laſt have an 
end.“ 


Etat. 75. 
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Feeling very ſoon, that the manner in which 
he had written might hurt me, he in two days 
after, July 28, wrote to me again, giving me an 
account of his ſufferings, after which follows : 
“ Before this letter you will have had one which 
J hope you will not take amiſs ; for it contains 
only truth, and that truth kindly intended. 
* * * * * * *. Spariam quam nactus es or- 
„; make the moſt and beſt of your lot, and 
compare yourſelf not with the few that are above 
you, but with the multitudes which are below 
you. * ®, Go ſteadily forward with 
lawful buſineſs or honeſt diverſions. Be (as 
Temple lays of the Dutchmen) well when you 


are not l, and pleaſed when you are not angry. 


* * * This may ſeem but an ill return 
for your tenderneſs; but I mean it well, for I 
love you with great ardour and ſincerity. Pay 
my reſpects to dear Mrs. Boſwell, and teach the 
young ones to love me.” 

I was unfortunately ſo much ind iſpoſed during 
a conſiderable part of the year, that it was not, 
or at leaſt I thought it was not, in my power 
to write to my illuſtrious friend as formerly, or 
with expreſſing ſuch complaints as offended him. 
Having conjured him not to do me the injuſtice 


of charging me with afteQation, TI was with 


much regret long filent. His laſt letter to me 
then came and attected me very tenderly. 


To Jamts BoswELL, Eſq. 


«© DEAR SIR, 
© I navs this ſummer ſometimes amend- 
ed and ſometimes relapſed, but upon the whole, 
have loſt ground very much. My legs are ex- 
tremely weak, and my breath very ſhort, and 
the water is now encreaſing upon me, In this 
uncomfortable 
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uncomfortable ſtate your letters uſed to relieve ; 1784. 


what 1s the reaſon that I have them no longer ? 


— — 
Are you fick, or are you ſullen? Whatever be * 


the reaſon, if it be leſs than neceſſity, drive it 
away, and of the ſhort life that we have, make 
the beſt uſe for yourſelf and for your friends. 
* „ * * * *. I am ſometimes afraid that your 
omiſſion to write has ſome real cauſe, and ſhall 
be glad to know that you are not ſick, and that 
nothing ill has befallen dear Mrs. Boſwell, or 
any of your family. 
| « am, Sir, your, &c. 


SAM. JOHNSON.” 
„ Lichfield, Nov. 3, 1784. 


Yet it was not a little painful to me to find, 
that in a paragraph of this letter, which I have 
omitted, he ſtill perſevered in arraigning me as 

before, which was ſtrange in him who had fo 
much experience of what I ſuffered. I howe- 
ver wrote to him two as kind letters as I could ; 
the laſt of which came too late to be read by 

him, for his illneſs eacreaſed more rapidly upon 
him than IJ had apprehended; but I had the con- 
ſolation of being informed that he ſpoke of me 
on his death-bed, with affection, and I look 
forward with humble hope of renewing o 
friendſhip in a better world. | 

I now relieve the readers of this work from 
any farther perſonal notice of its authour, who if 
he ſhould be thought to have intruded himſelf 
too much upon their attention, requeſts them to 
conſider the peculiar plan of his biographical un- 
dertaking. | 

Soon aller Johnſon's return to the metropolis, 
both the aſthma and droply became more vio- 
lent and diſtreſsful. «ie had for ſome time kept 
a journal in Latin, of the ſtate of his illneſs, and 


the 
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1784 the remedies which he uſed, under the title of 
8 Zen. Ephemeris, which he began on the 6th of 
| 75. July, but continued it no longer than the 8th of 
| November; finding, I ſuppoſe, that it was a 
mournful and unavailing regiſter. It is in my 
poſſeſſion; and it was written with great care 
and accuracy. 
Still his love of literature“ did not fail. He 
drew out and gave to his friend Mr. John N iehols, 
| what 


* It is truly wonderful to conſider the extent and con- 
ftancy of Johnſon's literary ardour, notwithſtanding the 
melancholy which clouded and embittered his exiſtence. 
Beſides the numerous and various works which he executed, 
he had at different times formed ſchemes of a great many 
more, of which the following catalogue was given by him 

to Mr. Langton, and by that gentleman preſented to his 
Majeſty. N * 


4 DIVINI I x. 


* A ſmall book of precepts and directions for piety - the 
hint taken from the directions in Morton's _ : 


PrxiLosoPay, HIsrokr, and LirzraTuRE in general. 


- + Hiſtory of Criticiſm, as it relates to judging of au- 
thours, from Ariſtotle to the preſent age. An account of 
the riſe and improvements of that art ; and of the different 
opinions of authors; ancient and modern. 

*© Tranſlation of the Hiſtory of Herodian. 

New edition of Fairfax's Tranſlation of Taſſo, with 
notes, gloſſary, &c. | | 

* Chaucer, a new edition of him, from manuſcripts and 
old editions, with various readings, conjectures, remarks 
on his language, and the changes it had underyone from the 
earlieſt times to his age, and trom his to the preſent : with 
notes explanatory of cuſtoms, &c. and references to Boc- 
cace, and other authours from whom he has borrowed, 
with an account of the liberties he has taken in telling the 
Rories ; his life, and an exact etymological gloffary. . 

* Ariſtotle's Rhetorick, a tranſlation of it into Eng- 


ſh. 


«A Collection 
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what perhaps he alone could have done, a liſt of 1784. 


the authours of the Univerſal Hiſtory, mentioning 
| | their 


*:4 Collection of Letters tranſlated from the modern 
writers, with ſome account of the ſeveral authours. 
„ Oldham's Poems, with notes hiſtorical and criti- 


cal. 


„ Roſcommon's Poems, with notes. 

„Lives of the Philoſophers, written with a polite air, 
in ſuch a manner as may divert as well as inſtruct. | 

* Hiſtory of the Heathen Mythology, with an explica- 
tion of the fables, both allegorical and hiſtorical 3 with re- 
ferences to the poets. | 
© Hiſtory of the State of Venice, in a compendious man- 
ner. N : 
« Ariſtotle's Ethicks, an Engliſh tranſlation of them 
with notes. | 

Geographical Dictionary from the French. 

Hierocles upon Pythagoras, tranſlated into Engliſh, 

rhaps with notes. This is done by Norris. : 

A book of Letters upon all kinds of ſubjects. 

© Claudian, a new edition of his works, cum notis vario- 
rum, in the manner of Burman. | 

„% Tullzs Tuſculan Queſtions, a tranſlation of them. 

, NOIR De Natura Deorum, a tranſlation of thoſe 
8. 

+ Benzo's New Hiſtory of the New World, to be tranſ- 
lated. | 

* Machiavel's Hiſtory of Florence to be tranſlated. 

« Hiſtory of the Revival of Learning in Europe, con- 
taining an account of whatever contributed to the reſtora- 
tion of literature; ſuch as controverſies, printing, the de- 
ſtruction of the Greek empire, the encouragement of great 
men, with the lives of the moſt eminent patrons and moſt 
eminent early profeſſors of all kinds of learning in different 
countries. 

A body of Chronology, in verſe, with hiftorical 
notes. 

« A table of the Spectators, Tatlers, and Guardians, 
diſtinguiſhed by ws 0 into fix degrees of value, with 
Notes viving the reaſons of preference or degradation. 

„A Collection of Letters from Englith authours, with 
a preface giving ſome account of the writers; with reaſons 
for {-jection, and criticiſm upon ſtyles; remarks on each 
letter, if needful. EEE, 


A Colletion 


—— 
Etat. 75 
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their ſeveral ſhares in that work. It has, ac- 
cording to his direction, been depoſited in the 
| Britiſh 

« A Collection of Proverbs from various languages. 


Jan. 6—5 3. | 
A Dictionary to the Common Prayer, in imitation of 


Calmet's Dictionary of the Bible. March— 52. 


A Collection of Stories and Examples, like thoſe of 
Valerius Maximus. Jan. 10—53. 

From Alian, a volume of ſelect Stories, perhaps from 
others. Jan. 28—53. | ; 

Collection of Travels, Voyages, Adventures, and De- 
ſcriptions of Countries. | | 

Dictionary of Ancient Hiſtory and Mythology. 

* Treatiſe on the Study of Polite Literature, containing 
the Hiſtory of learning, directions for editions, commenta- 
ries, &c. | 

„ Maxims, Characters, and Sentiments, after the man- 
ner of Bruyere, collected out of ancient authours, particu- 
larly the Greek, with Apophthegms. "OE | 

«© Claflical Miſcellanies, Select Tranſlations from ancient 
Greek and Latin authours. | 

Lives of illuſtrious perſons, as well of the active as the 
learned, in imitation of Plutarch. | 

* of the learned upon Engliſh authours. 

« Poetical Dictionary of the Ergliſh tongue. 

Conſiderations upon the preſent ſtate of London. 

Collection of Epigrams, with notes and obſerva- 
tions. 

« Obſervations on the Engliſh language, relating to 
words, phraſes, and modes of Speech. 

« Minutie Literariæ, Miſcellaneous reflections, criti- 
ciſms, emendations, notes. | 

« Hiſtory of the Conſtitution. 

* Compariſon of Philoſophical and Chriſtian Morality, 
by ſentences collected from the moraliſts and fathers. 

„ Plutarch's, Lives in Engliſh, with notes. 


„% PorrTryY and works of IvacixatioN. 


* Hymn to Ignorance. 

„The Palace of Sloth—a viſion. 
« Coluihus, to be tranflated. 
{© Prejudice—a poetical eſſay. 


«© The Palace of Nonſenſe—a viſion.” 
John ſon“: 
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Britiſh Muſeum, and is printed in the Gentle- 1784. 


man's Magazine for December, 1784. 


— — 
Vor. III. M m During Stn 78. 


Johnſon's extraordinary facility of compoſition, when 
he thogk off his conſtitutional indolence, and reſolutely fat 
down to write, is admirably deſcribed by Mr. Courtenay, 
_ Poetical Review, which I have ſeveral times quo- 
ted: | | 


« While through life's maze he ſent a piercing view, 
His mind expanſive to the object grew. 
* With various ſtores of erudition fraught, 
Tue lively image, the deep-ſearching thought, 
„ Slept in repoſe ;-—but when the moment preſs d, 
The bright ideas ſtood at once confeſs'd; 
* Inſtant his genius ſped its vigorous rays, 
© And Oer the letter d world diffus'd a blaze: 
As womb'd with fire the cloud electrick flies, 
« And calmly o'er th' horizon ſeems to riſe ; 
« Touch'd by the pointed ſteel, the lightain flows, 
„% And all th' expanſe with rich effulgence Slow 
We ſhall in vain endeavour to know with exact precifion 
every production of Johnſon's pen. He owned to me, that 
he had written about forty ſermons; but as I underſtood 
that he had given or fold them to different perſons, who 
were to preach them as their own, he did not conſider him- 
ſelf at liberty to acknowledge them. Would thoſe who 
were thus aided by him, who are ſtill alive, and the friends 
of thoſe who are dead, fairly inform the world, it would be 
obligingly gratifying a_reaſonable curioſity, to which there 
ſhould, I think, now be no objection.— have lying before 
me, in his hand-writing, a fragment of twenty quarto 
leaves, of a tranſlation into Engliſh of Salluſt. De Bello 
Catalinario. When it was done I have no notion; but it 
ſeems to have no very ſuperiour merit to mark it as his. 
| Beſides thoſe publications, which with all my chronological 
care I have aſcertained in the courſe of this work, I am ſa- 
tified, from internal evidence, to admit alſo as genuine the 
following: | 
« Confiderations on the Cafe of Dr. Trapp's Sermons, “ 
publiſhed in 1739, in the Gentleman's Magazine. It is a 
very ingenious defence of the right of abridging an authour's 
work, without being held as 1 his property. This 
is one of the niceſt queſtions in the Law of Literature; and 
| I cannot 
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Duriog his ſleepleſs nights he amuſed himſelf 
by tranſlating into Latin verſe, from the Greek, 
many of the epigrams in the Antholggia. Theſe 
tranſlations, with ſome other poems by him in 
Latin, he gave to his friend Mr. Langton, who, 

having added a fewnotes, fold them to the book- 
ſellers for a ſmall ſum, to be given to ſome of 
Johnſon's relations, which was accordingly done; 


I cannot help thinking, that the indulgence of abridging is 
often exceedingly injurious to authours and bookſellers, and 
ſhould in very feu caſes be permitted. 

Dedication for Mrs. Lennox to the Earl of Middleſex, 


ol her © Female Quixote,“ in 1762.7 


Preface to the Catalogue of che Artiſt s Exhibition in 
1762. | 


Preface to Baretti's ** Eaſy Leſſons in Italian and Eng- 


liſh,” in 1755. | 


But, though it has been conſtantly aſcribed to him, I 
cannot allow that he wrote a Dedication to both Houſes of 
Parliament of a book entitled, The Evangelical Hiſtory 
Harmonized,” He was no cr24ker ; no declaimer againft 
the times. He would not have written, That we are 
fallen upon an age in which corruption is not barely uni- 
verlal, is univerſally confeſſed.“ Nor, Rapine preys 
on the publick without oppoſition, and perjury betrays it 
without inquiry.” Nor would he, to excite a ſpeedy re- 


formation, have confjured up ſuch phantoms of terrour as 


theſe : © A few years longer, and perhaps ali endeavours 
will be in vain. We may be twallowed by an earthquake; 
we may be delivered to our enemies. This is not Johnſo- 
nian. | 

There are indeed, in this Dedication, ſeveral ſentences 
conſtructed upon the model of thoſe of Johnſon. Put the 
imitation of the form, without the ſpirit of his ſtyle, has 
been ſo general, chat this of itſelf is not ſufficient evidence. 
Even our news-paper writers aſpire to it. In an account 
of the funeral of Edwin the comedian, in The Diary“ 
of Nov. 9, 1790, that ſon of drollery is thus deſcribed; 
„A man who had ſo often cheered the ſullenneſs of vacan- 


cy, and ſufpeided the approaches of ſorrow.” 


I have not thought it neceſſary to ſpecity every copy of 
verſes written by Johnſon, it being my intention to publith 
an authentick edition of all his Poetry, with notes. 


ard 
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and they are printed in the collection of his 
works. | : ; 

A very erroneous notion has circulated as to 
Johnſon's deficiency in the knowledge of the 
Greek language, partly owing to the modeſty 
with whicn, from knowing how much there 
was to be learnt, he uſed to mention bis own 
comparative acquifitions. When Mr. Cumber- 
land * talked to him of the Greek fragments 
which are fo well illuſtrated in © The Obſerver,” 
and of the Gree dramatiſts in general, he can- 
didly acknowledged his inſufficiency in that 
particular branch of Greek literature. Jeg it 
may be ſaid, that though not a great, he was a 
good Greek ſcholar. Mr. Burney, who is uni- 
verſally acknowledged by the beſt judges, to be 
one of the few men of this age who are very 
eminent for their ſkill in that noble language, 
bas aſſured me, that Johnſon could give a Greek 
word for almoſt every Engliſh one; and that 
although not ſufficiently converſantin the niceties 
of the language, he upon ſome occaſions diſco- 
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vered, even in theſe, a conſ.derable degree of 


critical acumen. Mr. Dalzell, Profeſſor of 
Greek at Edinburgh, whoſe {kill in it is unqueſ- 
tionable, mentioned to me, in very liberal terms, 
the impreſſion which was made upon him by 
Johnſon, in a converſation which they had in 
London concerning that language. As Johnſon, 
therefore, was undoubtedly one of the firſt La- 


* Mr. Cumberland aſſures me, that he was always treated 


with great courteſy by Dr. Johnſon, who, in his Letters 


to Mrs. Thrale,” Vol. Il. p. 68, thus ſpeaks of that 
learned, ingenious, and accomplithed gentleman : * The 
want of company is an inconvenience : but Mr. Cumber- 
land is a million.“ 7%, | 


Mm 2 tin 
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1784. tin ſcholars in modern times, let us not deny to 


Tur. 75: 


ſpecimens of various, ſorts of imitation of John- 


his fame ſome additional ſplendour from Greek. 
I ſhall now fulfit my promiſe of exhibiting 


ſon's ſtyle. | 

In the Tranſactions of the Royal Iriſh Aca- 
demy, 1787,“ there is an © Eſſay on the Style 
of Dr. Samuel Johnfon,” by the Rev. Robert 
Burrowes, u hoſe reſpect for the great object of 
his criticiſm * is thus evinced in the concluding 
paragraph: © I have ſingled him out from the 
whole body of Engliſh writers, becauſe his uni- 
verſally „ cker. ale. beauties would be moſt 
apt to induce imitation; and I have treated ra- 
ther on his faults than his perfections, becauſe 


an eſſay might comprize all the obſervations I 


could make upon his faults, while volumes 
would not be ſufficient for a treatiſe on his per- 
fections. 
Mr. Bux ROwES has analyſed the compoſi- 
tion of Johnſon, and pointed out its peculiari- 
ties with much acuteneſs; and I would recom- 
mend a careful peruſal of his Eſſay to thoſe, who 
being captivated by the union of perſpicuity and 
ſplendour which the writings cf Johnſon con- 
tain, without having a ſufficient portion of his 
vigour of mind, may be in danger of becoming 
bad copyiſts of his manner. I however cannot 


but obſerve, and I obſerve it to his credit, that 


this learned gentleman has himſelf caught no 


* We muſt ſmile ata litile inaccuracy of metaphor in the 
Preface. to the TranſaQtions, which is written by Mr. Bur- 
rowes, The critich of the flyle of Fohnſon having, with a 
Juſt zeal for literature, obſerved, that the whole nation are 
called on to exert themſelves, afterwards ſays : ** They are 
called on hy every tye which can have a laudable influenee on 
the heart of man.” 


/ 


mean 
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which, independent of all other circumſtances 
charactefifef he ſentences of Johnſon. © Thus 
in the Preface to the volume in which his Eſſay 
appears, we find, If it be aid that in ſocie- 
tles of this'fort, too much attention is frequent] 
beſtowed on ſubjects barren and ſpeculative, it 
may be anſwered, that noone ſcience is fo little 
connected with the ref}, as not to afford man 
frincip'es whoſe uſe may extend conſiderably 
beyond the ſcience. to which they primarily be- 
long; aud that no propofition is ſo purely theo- 
retical as to be totally incapable of being ap- 
plied to practical purpofes. There is no appa- 
remt connection between duration. and the cy- 
cloidal arch, the properties of which duly at- 
tended to, have furniſned us with our beſt regu- 
lated methods of meaſuring time: and he who 
has made himſelf maſter of the nature and af- 
fections of the logarithmick curve is not aware 
that he has advanced confiderably towards aſcer- 
tainivg the proporttonable denſity of the air at 
its various diſtances from the ſurface of the 
earth.” LEY | 

The ludicrous imitators of Johnſon's ſtyle are 
innumerable. Their general method is to ac- 
cumulate hard words, without confidering, that 
although he was fond of introducing them occa- 
ſionally, there is not a ſingle ſentence in all his 
writings where they are crowded together, as 
in the firſt verſe of the following imagmary Ode 
by Rim to Mrs. Thrale *, which appeared in 
the news- papers: 


ce Cervifial cofor's viduate d ame, 
cc 5 by 2 — 
Opin ſt thou this gigantick frame, 


> 


&© Pro. 


_ * Johnſon's wiſhing to unite himſelf with this rich wi. 
dow was much talked of, but I believe without foundation 
Th 


Etat. 73. 
3 
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33. za c Sha MU, catenated by thy charms, 
Etat. 75. | 


e A captive in thy ambient arms, 
% Herennially be thine ?” 


This, and a th.9uſand other ſuch attempts, are 
totally unlike the original, which the writers 
1magined they were turning into ridicule. There 
is not ſimilarity enough for burleſque, or even 
for caricature. 3h 


z 


Mr. Colman, in his Proſe on feveral Oc- 


caſions, has A Letter from LexrpHanss ; 
containing Propofals for a G/*/ary or Vocabulary 


of the Vulgar Tongue : intended as a Supple- 
ment to a larger D1cTIOoNARy.” It is evidently 


meant as a ſportive ſally of ridicule on Johnſon, 


— 


— —— —— — — Py 


whoſe ſtyle is thus 1mitated, without being 
groſsly overcharged. © It is eaſy to foreſee, 
that the idle and illiterate will complain that I 
have increaſed their labours by endeavouring 
to diminiſh them; and that I have explained 
what is more eaſy by what is more difficult. — 
ignotum per ignatius. I expect, on the other 
hand, the liberal acknowledgements of the 
learned. He who is buried in ſcholaſtick re- 
tirement, ſecluded from the aſſemblies of the 
gay, and remote from the circles of the polite, 
will at once comprehend the definitions, and be 
grateſal for ſuch a ſeaſonable and neceſſary elu- 
cidation of his mother tongue.“ Annexed to 
this letter is a ſhort ſpecimen. of the work, 
thrown together in a vague and deſultory man- 


The report, however, gave occaſion for a poem, not with- 
out characteriſtical merit, entitled, Ode to Mrs. Thrale, 
by Samuel Johnſon, LL. D. on their ſuppoſed ap- 
3 Nuptials:“ printed for Mr. Faulder, in Bond- 
Rreet. 


/ 


ner, 
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nation f. | | 

The ſerious imitators of Johnſon's ſtyle, whe- 
ther intentionally or by the imperceptible effect 
of its ſtrength and animation, are, as I have 
had already occaſion to oblerve, ſo many, that 
I might mtroduce quotations from a great pro- 
portion of the writers in our language, ſince he 


appeared. I ſhall point out only the following. 
WILLIAM RonznxT20N, DD. 


In other parts of the globe, man, in his 
rudeſt ſtate, appears as lord of the creation, 
giving law to various tribes of animals which 
he has tamed and reduced to ſubjection. The 
Tartar follows his prey on the horſe which he 
has reared, or tends his numercus herds, which 
| furaiſh him both with food and cloathing ; the 
Arab has rendered the camel docile, and avails 
himſelf of its perſeveriag ſtrength ; the Lap- 
lander has formed the rein-deer to be ſubſervient 
to his will ; and even the people of Kamſchatka 
have trained their dags to labour. This com- 
mand over the 1nferiqur creatures 1s one of the 
nobleſt prerogatives of man, and among the 
greateſt efforts of his wiſom and power. With- 


+* FHigelely-piggledy—Conglomeration and confuſion. 

« Ho1ge-podge—A culinary mixture of heterogeneous 
ingredients; applied metaphorically to all diſcordant com- 
binations. ES | 

* Tit for ry e e retaliation. 

&« Shilly ShallyHeſitation and irreſolution. 

% Fee! fa! fum !{—Gigantick intonations. 

% Rigmarole—Diſcourle, incoherent and rhapſodical. 
Crincum crancum— Lines of irregularity and involu- 
tion. 
« Ding-dong—Tintinabulary chimes, uſed metaphori- 


eally to ſignify diſpatch and vehemence.“ 


out 
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1784. out this, his dominion is incomplete. He is a 


monarch who has no ſubjeQs ; a maſter without 
ſervants ; and muſt perform every operation by 
the ſtrength of his own arm *. 
Epwarxp GIBBON, Eſq. 

Of all our paſſions and appetites, the love 
of power is of the moſt imperious and unſociable 
nature, ſince the pride of one man requires the 
ſubmiſſion of the multitude. In the tumult of 
civil diſcord the laws of ſociety loſe their force, 
and their place is (ſeldom ſupplied by thoſe of 
humanity. 'The ardour of contention, the pride 
of victory, the deſpair of ſucceſs, the memory 
of paſt injuries, and the fear of future dangers, 


all contributeto inflame the mind, and to filence 
the voice of pity f. | 


Miſs BUuRNEx. 


1 3 miſtaking ambition for honour» 
and rank for dignity, have long planned a ſplen- 
did connection for me, to which, though my in- 
variable repugnance has ſtopped any advances, 
their wiſhes and their views immoveably ad- 
here. I am but too certain they will now liſten 
to no other, I dread therefore to make a trial 
where I deſpair of ſucceſs ; I know not how to 
riſk a prayer with thoſe who may filence me by 
a command . 


* Hiſtory of America, Vol. I. quarto, p- 332. 
_. + © Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, Vol. I. 
Chap. 1 


1 Cecilia, Book VII. Chap. I. 


8 


Reverend 
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Reverend Mr. NARES *. 


In an enlightened and improving age, much 
perhaps is not to be apprebended from the in- 
roads of mere caprice; at ſuch a period it will 
generally be perceived, that needleſs irregula- 
rity is the worſt of all deformities, and that no- 
thing is ſo truly elegant in language as the fim- 
plicity of unviolated analogy.— Rules will there- 
fore be obſerved, ſo far as they are known and 
acknowledged: but, at the ſame time, the de- 
fire of improvement having keen once excited 
will not remain inactive; and its efforts, unlefs 
aſſiſted by knowledge, as much as they are 
prompted by zeal, will not unfrecuently be 
found pernicious; fo that the very perſons whoſe 
intention it is to perfect the inſtrument of reaſon, 
will deprave and diſorder it unknowingly. At 
ſuch a time, then, it becomes peculiarly neceſ- 
ſary that the analogy of language ſhould be fully 
examined and underſtood ; that its rules ſhould 
be carefully laid down; and that it ſhould be 
clearly known how much it contains, which be- 
ing already right ſhould be defended from 
change and violation: how much it has that de- 
mands amendment; and how much that, for 
fear of greater inconveniences, muſt perhaps be 
leftunaltered, though irregular.” | 


*The paſſage which I quote is taken from chat gentle- 


man's ELEZMZNTS of ORTHOEP YF; containing a diſtinct 


View of the whole Analogy of the ENGLISH Lanevacr, 
fo far as relates to Pronunciaticn, Accent, and Quantity, 
London, 1784. I beg leave to offer my particular acknow- 
ledgements to the authour of a work of uncommon merit 
and great utility. I know no book which contains, in the 
ſame compaſs, more learning, polite litefature, ſound ſenſe, 
accuracy of arrangement, and perſpicuity of exprefion. 


A diſtin- 
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A diſtinguiſned authour in © Tux MIRROR 
a periodical paper publiſhed at Edinburgh, has 
imitated Johnſon very cloſely. Thus, in No. 
16—< The effects of the rejurn of ſpring have 
been frequently remarked as well in relation to 
the human mind as to the animal and vegetable 


. world. The reviving power of this ſeaſon has 
been traced from the fields to the herds that in- 
habit them, and from the lower claſſes of beings 


up to man. Gladneſs and joy are deſcribed as 


prevailing through univerſal Nature, animating 
the low of the cattle, rhe carol of the birds, and 


the pipe of the ſhepherd.” 


The Reverend Mr. Knox, maſter of Tun- 
bridge ſchool, appears to have the inmtare aveo 


of Johnſon's ftyle perpetually in his mind; and 


to his aſſiduous ſtudy of it we may partly aſcribe 
the attentive popularity of his writings f.“ | 
In his“ Eſſays, Moral and Literary,” No. 3, 
we find the following paſſage : —© The poliſh 
of external grace may indeed be deferred till the 


approach of manhood. When ſolidity is ob- 
tained by purſuing the modes preſcribed by our 


. forefathers, then may the file be uſed. The 


firm ſubſtance will bear attrition, and the luſtre 


- then acquired will be durable.” 


There is, however, one in No. 11, which is 


. blown up in ſuch tumidity as to be truly ludi: 


ecrous. The writer means to tell us, that Mem- 
bers of Parliament, who have run in debt by 
extravagance, will ſell their votes to avoid an 


That collection was preſented to Dr. Johnſon I believe 
by its authours ; and J heard him ſpeak very well of it. 
F It were to be wiſhed, that he had imitated that 2 


man in every reſpect, and had not followed che example of 
Dr. Adam Smith, in ungraciouſly attacking his venerable 


Alma Mater, Oxford. 


arreſt 
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arreſt *, which he thus exprefſes :—< They 1784. 


who build houſes and collect coſtly pictures and 
furniture, with the money of an honeſt artiſan or 
mechanick, will be very glad. of emancipation 


from the bands of a bailiff, by a ſale of their le- 
natorial ſuffrage.” 


But I think the moſt perfect i imitation of John- 
ſon is a profeſſed one, entitled A Criticiſm 


on Gray's Elegy in a Country Church- 78 ard,” 


ſaid to be written by Mr. Youns, Profeilor of 


Greek at Glaſgow, and of which let him have 


the credit, unleſs a better title can be ſhewn. 


It has not only the peculiarities of Johnſon's 


ſtyle, but that very ſpecies of literary. diſcuſſion 
and illuſtration for which he was eminent. Ha- 


ving already quoted ſo much from others, I 


ſhall refer the curious to this performance, with 


an affurance of much entertainment 


Yet whatever merit there may be in any imi- 


tations of Johnſon's ſtyle, every good judge muſt 
ſee that they are obviouſly different from the 
original; for all of them are either deficient in 


its force, or overloaded with its peculiarities ; 
and the powerful ſentiment to which it is ſuſted 
is not to be found. 


Johnſon's affection for his departed 8 


ſeemed to grow warmer as he approached near- 
er to the time when he might hope to ſee them 


again. It probably appeared to him that he 


ſhould upbraid himſelf with unkind inattention, 
were he to leave the world, without having 
paja a tribute of reſ e to their memory. 


* Mr. Knox, in his Moral and 8 Abſtraction,” 


may be excuſed for not knowing the political — of 
his country. No nor can be in the hands of a bai- 
UM. 78 
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Apothecary, at Lichfeld. 


6 Dzax Six, 


* I HAVE enclaſed the Epitaph * for 


my Father, Mother, and Brother, to be all en- 


graved on the large ſize, and laid in the middle 


aiſle in St. Michael's church, which I requeſt 


the clergyman and church-wardens to permit. 

The firſt care muſt be to find the exact 
place of interment, that the ſtone may protect 
the bodies. Then let the ſtone be deep, maſly, 
and hard; and do not let the difference of ten 

nds or more, defeat our purpoſe. 

J have encloſed ten pounds, and Mrs. Por- 
ter will pay you ten more, which I gave her for 
the ſame purpoſe. W hat more is wanted ſhall 
be ſent ; and I beg that all poſſible haſte may be 


made, for I wiſh to have it done while I am yet 


alive. Let me know, dear Sir, that you re- 
ceive this. I am, Sir, Poo moſt humble ſet- 
_ vant, 


than Johnſon. 


| SAM. Jounson.” 
% Dec. 2, 1784. | | 


To Mrs. Lucy PoxrER, i FUN: 


«© Dxarx Mapan, 
ce T am very ill, and defirs your praffets. 
I have fent Mr. Green the Epitaph, and a power 
to call on you for ten pounds. 
1 bid ch this ſummer a ſtone over Tetty, in 
the chapel of Bromley in Kent. 


* No man underſtood that f. pecies of compoliion better 
I ſhould have mentioned in 1773, his Epi- 
taph on Mrs. Bell, wife of his friend — 4 ZLL, Eſq. 
It is — in his Works as well as the above. 


* 


18 
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js in Latin, of which this is the Engliſh. ' [Here 1784. 
a tranſlation. ] | | „ Van 
e That this is done, I thought it fit that you 
ſhould know. What care will be taken of us, 
who can tell? May Gop pardon and bleſs us, 
r | for Jssus CynisrT's fake. 
| I am, &c. 
SAM. JOHNSON.” 


Etat. 75. 


E 
t « Dec. 2, 1784. 


A x 

{ My readers are now at laſt to behold Sa Muzl 

t | Joungson preparing himſelf for that doom from 

; which the moſt exalted powers afford no exemp- 

1 tion to man. Death had always been to him an 
object of terrour ; fo that though by no means 
happy, he {till clung to life with an eagerneſs at 
which many have wondered. At any time 
when he was ill, he was very much pleaſed to 
be told that he looked better. An ingenious. 
member of the Eumelian Club * informs me, 
that upon one occaſion when he ſaid to him that 
he ſaw health returning. to his cheek, Johnſon | 
ſeized him by the hand and exclaimed, © Sir, 

you are one of the kindeſt friends I ever had.” 
His own ſtate of Lis views of futurity will ap- 

| pear truly rational, and may perhaps impreſs 
the unthinking with ſeriouſneſs. 

< You know (ſays he t) I never thought con- 

fidence with reſpect to futurity any part of the 

character of a, brave, a wile, or a good man. 

Bravery has no place where it can avayl nothing; 


85 A OE. | * 


1 
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A Club in London, founded by the learned and inge - 
nious phyſician, Dr. Aſh, in 9 2 1 1 5 
called Eumelian, from the Greek; though it was warmly 
contended, and even put to a vote, that it ſhould have the 
more obvious appellation of Fraxtmean, from the Latin. 

1 © Letters to Mrs, Thrales, Vol. II. p. 350. 
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wiſdom impreſſes ſtrongly the conſciouſtieſs of 
thoſe faulis, of which it is perhaps an aggrava- 
tion: and goodneſs, always wiſhing to be bet- 
ter, and imputing every defieience to criminal 
negligence, and every. fault io voluntary cor- 


rupticn, never dares to ſuppoſe the forgiveneſs 


fallilled, nor what is wanting in the crime ſup- 
plied by penitence. - 

„ This is the ſtate of the beſt ; but what muſt 
be the condition of him whoſe heart will 
not ſuffer him to rank. himftelf among the 
beſt, or among the good? Such muſt be his 
dread of the approaching trial, as will leave him 


little attention to the opinion of thoſe whom he 


is leaving for ever; and the ſerenity that is not 
felt, it can be no virtue to feign.“ | 
His great fear of death, and the ſtrange dark 
manner in which Sir John Hawkins imparts the 
uneaſineſs which he expreſſed on account. of of. 
fences with which he charged himſelf, may give 
occaſion to injurious ſuſpicions, as if there had 
been ſomething of more than ordinary crimina- 
lity weighing upon his conſcience. On that ac- 
count, therefore, as well as from the regard to 
truth which he inculcated *, I am to mention, 


(with all poſſible reſpect and delicacy however,) 


that his. conduct after he came to London, and 


had affociated with Savage and others, was not 
ſo ſtrialy virtuous, in one reſpect, as when he 
was a younger man. It was well known, 
that his amorous inclinations were uncommonly 
ſtrong and impetuous. He owned to many of 
his friends, that he uſed to take women of the 


town to taverns, and hear them relate their hiſ- 


* See what he ſaid co Mr. Malone, before in this vo- 
lume. 2 1 . a 


tory.— | 


— 
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tory.—In ſhort, it muſt not be concealed, that 


like many other good and pious men, amon 


own authority, Johnſon was not free from pro- 


penſities which were ever, © warring againſt 


the law of his mind,” —and that in his combats 
with them, he was ſometimes overcome. 

Here let the profane and licentious pauſe ;— 
let them not thoughileſsly ſay that Johnſon was 
an bypocrite, or that his principles were not firm, 
becauſe his practice was not uniformly conforma- 
ble to what he profeſſed. | | | 

Let the queſtion be conſidered independent of 
moral and religious affociation ; and no man 
will deny that thouſands, in many inſtances, act 
againſt conviction. Is a prodigal, for example, 
an hyprerite, when he owns he is ſatisfied that 
his extravagance w1ll bring him to ruin and mi- 
ſery ? We are ſure he believes it; but immediate 
inclination, ſtrengthened by indulgence, pre- 
vails over that belief in influencing his conduct. 
Why then ſhall credit be refuſed to the ſincerity 
of thoſe who acknowledge their perſuaſion of 
moral and religious duty, yet ſometimes fail of 


living as it requires? I heard Dr. Juhnſon once 


obſerve, © There is ſomething noble in puniſh- 
ing truth, though it condemns one's ſelf .“ 
And one who ſaid in his preſence, © he had no 
notion of people being in earneft in their good 
profeſſions, whoſe practice was not ſuitable to 
them,” was thus reprimanded by him :—Sir, 


are you ſo groſsly ignorant of human nature as not 
to know that a man may be very ſincere in good 


principles, without having good practice f ? 


* « Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides,” 34 edit. p. 


20 


9. 
Ibid. p. 374. 
| But 
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But let no man encourage or ſoothe himſelf in 
** preſumptuous fin,” from knowing that John- 
ſom was ſometimes hurried ' into indulgences 
which he thought criminal. 1 have exhibited 
this circumſtance as a ſhade in ſo great a cha- 
racer, both from my ſacred love of truth, and 
to ſhew that he was not ſo weakly ſcrupulous as 
he has been repreſented by thoſe who imagine 


that the fins of which a deep ſenſe was upon his 


1 % 


mind, were merely ſuch little venial trifles as 
pouring milk into his tea on Good-Friday. His 
underſtanding will be defended by my ſtatement, 
if his conſiſtency of conduct be in ſome degree 
impaired. But what wiſe man would, for mo- 
mentary gratifications, deliberate!y ſubject him- 
ſelf to ſufler ſuch uneafineſs as we find was ex- 
perienced by Johnſon in reviewing his conduct 
as compared with his. notion of 'the ethicks of 
the goſpel ? Let the following paſſages be kept 
in remembrance :—< O Gov, giver and pre- 
ſerver of all life, by whoſe power I was crea- 
ted, and by whoſe providence I am ſuſtained, 


look down upon me with tenderneſs and mercy; 
grant that I may not have been created to be 


finally deſtroyed; that I may not be preſerved 
to add wickedneſs to wickedneſs *.”7—O LORD, 


let me not ſink into total depravity ; look down 
upon me, and reſcue me at laſt from the capti- 


vity of fin f.”—Almighty and moſt merciful 


Father, who haſt continued my life from year 
to year, grant that by longer life I become leſs 
defirous of finful pleaſures, and more careful of 
eternal happineſs . Let not my years be 
multiplied to increaſe my guilt ; but as my age 


* Prayers and Meditation.,” + Ibid. 
1 Ibid. 


advances, 
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advances, let me become more pure in my 1784. 
thoughts, more regular in my deſires, and more 
obedient to thy laws *. — Forgive, O mer- 
ciful Lord, whatever I have done contrary to 
thy laws. Give me ſuch a ſenſe of my wicked- 
nels as may produce true contrition and effectual 
repentance; fo that when I ſhall be called into 
another ftate, I may be received among the fin- 
] ners to whom ſorrow and reformation have 
obtained pardon, for JzsUs CHRSIT's fake. 
Amenf.“ . 
| Such was the diſtreſs of mind, ſuch the pe- 
nitence of Johnſon in his hours of privacy, and 
ta his devout approaches to his Maker. His 
fincerity therefore muſt appear to every candid 
mind unqueſtionable. | | 
It is of efleniral conſequence to keep in view, 
that there was in this excellent man's conduct no 
falſe principle of commutarion, no deliberate in- 
dulgence in ſin, in conſideration of a counter- 
balance of duty. His offending, and his re- 
penting, were diſtinct and ſeparate f: and when 
we conſider his almoſt unexampled attention to 
truth, his inflexible integrity, his conſtant pi- 
ety, who will dare to “ caſt a ſtone” at him? 
Beſides, let it never be forgotten, that he can- 
not be charged with any offence indicating bad- 
neſs of keart, any thing diſhoneſt, baſe, or ma- 
lignant ; but that, on the contrary, he was cha- 
ritable in an extraordinary degree: ſo that even 


1 


— Ed 
Etat. 75. 
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Prayers and Meditations. + He: 

1 Dr. Johnſon related, with an earneſtteſs of approta. 
tion, a ſtory of a gentleman, who, in an impulſe of paſ- 
ſion, overcame the virtues of a young woman. When ſhe 
faid to him, „I am afraid we have done wrong?!” he an- 
ſwered, Yes, we have done wrong ;—ſor I would not 
debauch her ming.” 
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in one of his own rigid judgements of himſelf, 
(Eaſter-eve, 178 1,) while he ſays, © I have cor- 


rected no external habits ; he is obliged to own, 


I hope that fince my laſt communion I have 
advanced by pious reflections in my ſubmiſſion 
to Gop, and my benevolence to man*.” 

I am conſcious that this is the moſt difficult 
and dangerous part of my biographical work, 
and I cannot but be very anxious concerning it. 
I truſt that I have got through it, preſerving at 


once my regard to truth—to my friend—and to 


the intereſts of virtue and religion. Nor can I 
apprehend that more harm can enſue from the 
knowledge of the irregularity of Johnſon, guard- 
ed as I have ftated 1t, than from knowing 


that Addiſon and Parnell were intemperate in 


the uſe of wine; which Johnſon himſelf, in 
his Lives of the celebrated writers, and pious 
men, has not forborne to record. | 

It is not my intention to give a very minute 
detail of the particulars of Johnſon's remaining 
days, of whom it was now evident, that the 
criſis was faſt approaching, when he muſt “ die 
like men, and fall like one of the Princes.” Yet 
it will be inſtructive, as well as gratifying to the 
curioſity of my readers, to record a few circum- 
ſtances, on the authenticity of which they may 
perfectly rely, as I have been at the utmoſt 
pains to obtain them from the teſt authority. 

Dr. Heberden, Dr. Brockleſby, Dr. War- 
ren, and Dr. Butter, phyſicians, generouſly at- 


tended him,. without accepting of any fees, as 


did Mr. Cruikſhank, ſurgeon ; and all that could 
be done from profeſſional {kill and ability was 
tried, to prolong a life ſo truly valuable. He 


— 1 U i 
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himſelf, indeed, having on account of his very 1784. 


bad conſtitution been perpetually applying him- 
ſelf to medical inquiries, united his own efforts 
with thoſe of the gentlemen who attended him; 


and imagining that the dropfical collection of 


water which oppreſſed him, might be drawn 
off, by making inciſions in his body, he, with 
his uſual reſolute defiance of pain, cut deep, 
when he thought that his ſurgeon had done it 
too tenderly *. LES 


About eight or ten days before his death, 


when Dr. Brockleſby paid him his morning vi- 
fit, he ſeemed very low and defponding, and 
ſaid, © I have been as a dying man all night.” 
He then emphatically broke out, in the words 


of Shakſpeare, 


e Can'ſt thou not miniſter to a mind diſeas' d? 
Pluck from the memory a rooted forrow ? 
Raze out the written troubles of the brain? 
«© And with ſome {weet oblivious antidote, 
“ Cleanſethe full boſom of that perilous ſtuff, 
© Which weighs upon the heart.” 


To which Dr. Brockleſby readily anſwered from 
the ſame great poet : 


* — therein the patient 
«© Muſt miniſter unto himſelf.“ 


* 'This bold experiment, Sir John Hawkins has related 
in ſuch a manner as to ſuggeſt a charge againſt Johnſon of 
intentionally haſtening his end; a charge ſo very inconſiſt- 
ent with his character in every reſpect, that it is injurious 
even to reſute it, as Sir John has thought it neceſſary to do. 
Ic is evident, that what Johnſon did in hopes of relief 
indicated an extraordinary eagerneſs io retard his diffolu- 
tion. 


Nn 2 Johnſon 
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1784. Johnſon expreſſed himſelf much ſatisfied with 


Kiat. 55. 


the application. 


On another day after this, when talking on 
the ſubject of prayer, Dr. Brockleſby repeated 


from Juvenal, 


* Orandum ęſt ut fit mens ſana in corpore ſans.” 


and ſo on to the end of the tenth ſatire; but in 


running it quickly over he happened in the 
line 


% Qui ſpatium vite exiremum mier munera 
ponat, 


to pronounce ſupremum for extremum; at which 
Johnſon” s critical ear inſtantly took oe. and 
diſcourſing vehemently on the unmeirica] effect 
of ſuch a lapſe, he ſnewed himſelf as full as ever 
of the ſpirit of the grammarian. 

Having no near relations, it had been for 
ſome time Johnſon's iutention to make a liberal 
proviſion ior his faithful ſervant, Mr. Francis 
Barber, whom he looked upon as particular] 
under his protection, and whom he had all along 
treated truly as an humble friexd. Having 
aſked Dr. Brockleſpy what would be a proper 

armuity to bequeath to a favourite ſervant, and 
being aniwered that it muſt depend on the cir- 
cumitarices of the maſter; and that in the caſe of 
a nobleman fifty pounds a year was conſidered 
as an adequate reward for many years faithful 
ſervice. © Then (faid Johnſon) ſhall I be o- 
blifhumus, for I mean to leave Fravk ſevent 
pounds a year, and I deſire you to tell him ſo.” 
It is ſtrange, however, to think, that Jobnſon 


Vas not free from that general weaknels of be- 


ing averſe to execute a will, ſo that he delayed 
it 
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it from time to time; and had it not been for 1784. 
Sir John Hawkins's repeatedly urging it, I think Zur 
ts ks , RR WS we Etat. 75. 
it is probable that his kind reſolution would not 

have been fulfilled. After making one which, 


as Sir John Hawkins informs us, extended no 
further than the promiſed annuity, Johnſon's 
final diſpoſition of his property was eſtabliſhed 
by a Will and Codicil, of which copies are ſub- 
Joined *. 

b The 


- * © IN TEE NAME Of GOD. AMEN. I Sa- 
MUEL JOHNSON, being in full poſſeſſion of my fa- 
culties, but fearing this night ma/ put an end to my 
life, do ordain this my laſt Will an! Teftament. 1 
bequeath to God a ſoul polluted u ith many ſins, but 
I hope purified by JESUS CHRIST. —I leave ſeven 
hundred and fiſty pounds in the hands of Bennet 
Langton, Eſq. three hundred pounds in the hands 
of Mr. Barclay and Mr. Perkins, brewers; one hun- 
dred pounds in the hands of Dr. Percy, Biſhop of 
Dromore ; one thouſand pounds, three per cent, an- 
nuities, in the publick funds; and one hundred 
pounds now lying by me in ready money: all theſe 
before- mentioned ſums and property I leave, I ſay, 
to Sir Joſhua Reynolds, Sir John Hawkins, and Dr. 
William Scott, of Doctors Commons, in truſt, for 


i 


Joſhua Reynolds, Sir John Hawkins, and Dr. Wil- 
liam Scott, alſo in truſt, to be applied, after pay ing 
my debts, to the uſe of Francis Barber, my man- ſer- 
vant, a negro, in ſuch à manner as they thall judge 
moſt fit and available to his benefit. And I appoint 
the aforeſaid: Sir Joſhua Reynolds, Sir John Hawk- 
ins, and Dr. William Scott, ſole executors of this my 
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The conſideration of the numerous papers of 
which he was poſſeſſed, feems to have ſtruck 


Johnſon's 


Iaſt will and teſtament, hereby revoking all former wills 
and teſtaments whatever In witneſs whereof I hereumo 
ſublcribe my name, and affix my ſeal, this eiglith day 
of December, 1784. 5 

| © SAM. JouNs0N, (L. S.) 


ce Signed, ſealed, publiſhed, declared, and deli- 
vered by the faid teſtator, as his laſt will and teſ- 
tament, in the preſence of ys, the word two bes 
ing firſt inſerted in the oppoſite page. 
©© GEORGE STRAHAN. 
% Joun DESMOOULINs.“ 


*© BY way of Codicil to my laſt Will and Teſta- 
ment, I SAMUEL JonnsoNn, give, deviſe, and be- 
queath, my meſſuage or tenement, ſituate at Lich- 
field, in the county of Stafford, with the appurte- 
nances, in the tenure or occupation of Mrs. Bond, 
of Lichfield aforeſaid, or of Mr. Hinchman, her 
under-tenant, to my executors in truft, to ſell and diſ- 
poſe of the {ame ; and the money ariſing from ſuch 
{ale I'give and bequeath as follows, viz. to Thomas 
and Benjamin the ſons of Fiſher Johnſon, late of Lei- 
Whiting, daughter of Thomas 
Johnſon, late of Coventry, and the grand-daughter 
of the ſaid Thomas Johnion, one full and equal 
fourth part each; but in caſe there ſhall be more 
grand-daughters than one of the ſaid Thomas Johnſon, 
living at the time of my deceaſe, I give and bequeath 
the part or ſhare of that one to, and equally between 
ſuch grand-daughters. I give and bequeath to the 
Reverend Mr. Rogers, of Berkley, near Froome, in 
the county of Somerſet, the ſum of one hundred 
pounds, requeſting him to apply the ſame towards the 
maintenance of Elizabeth Heine, a lunatick. I alſo 


give and bequeath to my god-children, the ſon and 


daughter of Mauritius Lowe, painter, each of them, 
one hundred pounds of my ſtock in the three per cent. 
conſolidated annuities, to be applied and diſpoſed of 
x * 
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Johnſon's mind with a ſudden anxiety, and as 1784- 
they were in great confuſion, it is much to bee 
| Etat. 75. 
lamented © * 


by and at the diſcretion of my Executors, in the edu- 
cation or ſettlement in the world of them my {aid le- 
gatees.  Alio I give and bequeath to Sir John Haw- 
kins, one of my Executors, the Annales Eccleflaſtici 
of Baronius, and Holingſhed's and Stowe's Chroni- 
cies, and allo an octavo Common Prayer Book. To 
Bennet Langton, Eſq. I give and bequeath my Po- 
lyglot Bible. To Sir Joſhua Reynolds, my great 
French Dictionary, by Martiniere, and my own copy 
of my folio Engliſh Dictionary, of the laſt reviſion. 
To Dr. William Scott, one of my Executors, the 
Dictionnaire de Commerce, and Lectius's edition of 
the Greek Poets. To Mr. Windham, Poetæ Græci 
Heroici per Henricum Stephanum. To the Reverend 
Mr. Strahan, vicar of Iilington, in Middleſex, Mills's 
Greek Teſtament, Beza's Greek Teſtament by Ste- 
phens, all my Latin Bibles, and my Greek Bible by 
Wechelius. To Dr. Heberden, Dr. Brockleſby, Dr. 
Butter, and Mr. Cruikthank the ſurgeon who attended 
me, Mr. Holder my apothecary, Gerard Hamilton, 
Eſq. Mrs. Gardiner, of Snow-hill, Mrs. Frances 
Reynolds, Mr. Hoole, and the Reverend Mr. Hoole, 
his jon, each a book at their election, to keep as a 
token of remembrance. I alſo give and bequeath to 
Mr. ſohn Deſmoulins, two hundred pounds conſoli— 
dated three per cent. annuities ; and to Mr. Saflres, 
the Italian maſter, the ſum of five pounds, to be laid 
out in books of piety for his own uſe. And whereas 
the ſaid Bennet Langton hath agreed, in confidera- | 
tion of the ſum of {even hundred and fifty pounds, if 
mentioned in my Will to be in his hands, to grant 
and ſecure an annuity of ſeventy pounds, payable 
during the life of me and my ſervant Francis Barber, 
and the life of the ſurvivor of us, to Mr. George 1 
Stubbs in truſt for us; my mind and will is, that in | | ql 
caſe of my deceaſe before the faid agreement ſhall be | x 
perfected, the faid ſum of feven hundred and fifty 
1 | | SG pounds, 
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1784. lamented that he had not entruſted ſome faithful 


— — 
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and diſcreet perſon with the care and ſelection 
| | | e s a 


pounds, and the bond for ſecuring the ſaid ſam, ſhall 
o to the laid. Francis Barber; and I hereby give and 
1 to him the tame, in lieu of the bequeſt in 
his favour, contained in my ſaid will. And I hereby 
empower my Executors to deduct and retain all ex- 
pences that ſhall or may be occurred · in the execution 
of my ſaid Will, or of this Codicil thereto, out of 
ſuch eſtate and effects as I ſhall die poſſeſſed of. All 
the reſt, reſidue, and remaincer of my eſtate and ef- 
fects, I give and bequeath to my ſaid Executors, in 
truſt for the ſaid Francis Barber, his Executors and 
Adminiſtrators. Witneſs my hand and ſeal this ninth 
day of December 1784. 
1 ** SAM. JokNsOoN, (L. S.) 


<& Signed, ſealed, publiſhed, declared, and deli- 
livered by the ſaid Samuel Johnſon, as, and for 
a Codicil to his laſt Will and Teſtament, in the 
preſence of us, who, in his preſence, and at his 
requeſt, and alſo in the preſence of each other, 
have hereto ſubſcribed our names as witneſles. 
«© JounN CoLEY. 
„ WILLIAM GIBSON. 
fe HEN RT CoLI.“ 


Upon theſe teſtamentary deeds it is proper to make 
a few obſervations. 5 | 
His expreſs declaration with his dying breath of 
his faith as a Chriſtian, as it had been often practiſed 
in ſuch ſolemn writings, was of real conſequence 
from this great man, as the conviction. of a mind 
equally acute and ſtrong might well overbalance the 
ad ts of others who were his contemporaries. The 
expreſſion pollutcd may to ſome convey an impreſſion 


of more than ordinary contamination; but that is not 


warranted by its genuine meaning, as appears from 
* The Rambler,” No. 42. The ſame word is uſed 


in 
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of them; - inſtead. of which, he, in a precipi- 1784. 
tate manner, burnt maſſes of them, as I ſhould l 


Are- 


. 


in the will of Dr: Sanderſon, Biſhop of Lincoln, 
, Who was piety itſelf. 
; His legacy of two hundred pou nds. to the repreſen- 
ä tatives of Mr. Innys, bookſeller in St. Paul's church- 
yard, was the effect of a very worthy, motive. He 
told Sir John Hawkins, that his father having become 
bankrupt, Mr. Innys had affiſted him with money or 
credit to continue his buſineſs. This (ſaid he) I ; 
conſider as an obligation on me to be grateful to his T 
deſcendants.” 

The amount of his property. proved to be conſi- 
derably more than he had ſuppoſed it to be Sir John 
Hawkins eſtimates the bequeſt to Francis Barber at a 
ſum little ſhort of fifteen hundred pounds, including 
an annuity of ſeventy pounds to be paid to him by 
Mr. Langton, in conſideration of ſeven hundred and 
fifty pounds, which Johnſon had lent to that gentle- 
man Sir John ſeems not a little angry at this be- 
queſt, and mutters a caveat againſt oſtentatious 
bounty and favour to negroes.” But ſurely, when a 
man has money entirely of his own acquiſition, eſpe- 
cially when he has no near relations, he may, with- 
out blame, diſpoſe of it as he pleates, and with great 
propriety to a faithful ſervant. Mr. Barber, by the 
recommendation of his maſter, retired to Lichfield, 
where he might paſs the reſt of his days in comfort. 

It has been objected that Johnſon has omitted many 
of his beſt friends when leaving books to ſeveral as 
tokens of his laſt remembrance. The names of Dr; 
Adams, Dr. Taylor, Dr. Burney, Mr. Hector, My. 
Murphy, the Authour of this Work, and others WhO 
were intimate with him, are not to be found in his 
Will. This may be accounted for by, conſidering, 
that as he was very near his diſſolution, at the time, 
he. probably mentioned ſuch as happened to occur 
to him; and that he may have recollected, that wa 
had formerly ſhewn others ſuch proofs of his reg 

that it was not neceſſary to crowd his Will with delt 


names. 
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784. apprehend, with little regard to diſcrimination. 
Fla 56 Not that I fuppoſe we have been thus deprived 


Etat. 


the flames, I judge that many curious circum- 


ſtances relating both to himſelf and other lite- 


rary characters have perithed. 


Two very valuable articles, J am fore, we 


have loft, which were two quarto volumes, 
containing a full, fair, and moſt particular ac- 


names. Mrs. Lucy Porter was much diſpleaſed that 
nothing was left to her; but beſides what I have now 
ſtated, ſhe ſhould have conſidered, that ſhe had left 


nothing to Johnſon by her Will, which was made 


during his life-time, as appeared at her deceaſe. 
His enumerating ſeveral perſons at one group, and 
leaving them each a book at their election,“ might 
poſſibly have given occaſion to a curious queſtion as to 
the order of choice, had they not luckily fixed on 
diſſerent books. His library, though by no means 
handſome in its appearance, was fold by Mr. Chriftie 
for two hundred and forty-feven pounds, nine ſhil- 
tings, many people being defirous to have a book 
which belonged to Dr. Johnſon. In many of them 


he had written little notes, ſometimes, tender memo- 


rials of his departed wife; as, © This was dear 


Tetty's book: ſometimes occaſional remarks of dif- 
ferent forts. Mr. Lyſons, of Clifford's Inn, has fa- 
voured me with the two following : 


In „ Holy Rules and Helps to Devotion, by 


Bryan Duppa, Lord Biſhop of Winton,” Preces 
qurdam videtur diligenier trataſſe ; ſpero non inauditus.“ 

In © The Roficrucian infallible Axiomata, by John 
Heydon, Gent.” Prefixed to which are ſome verſes 
addreſſed to the authour, figned Amb. Waters, A. M. 
Coll. Ex. Oxon. © Theſe Latin verſes were writien 


to Hobbes by Bathurſt, uton his Treatiſe on Human Na-_ 


ture, and have uo relation to the book.———4n odd | 


Fraud.” 


cOunt 


of any compoſitions which he had ever intended 
for the publick eye; but, from what eſcaped 
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count of his own life, from his earlieſt recol- 1784. 
legion. I owned to him, that having acciden- {no | 
tally ſeen them, I had read a great deal in them; 75. 
and apologiſing for the liberty J had taken, 
aſked him if I could help it. He placidly an- 
ſwered, © Why, Sir, I do not think you could 
have helped it.“ I faid that I had for once in 
my life felt half an inclination to commit | 
theft. It had come into my mind to carry oft il 
| thoſe two volumes, and never ſee him more. 1 
Upon my inquiring how this would have at | 
fected him, © Sir, (ſaid he), I ſhould have gone 
mad “. 


* One of theſe volumes, Sir John Hawkins informs 
us he put into his pocket ; for which the excuſe he 
Rates is, that he meant to preſerve it from falling into 
the hands of a perſon whom he deſcribes ſo as to make 
it ſufficiently clear who is meant; © having ſtrong 
reaſon ( ſays he) to ſuſpect that this man 'might find and 
make an ill uſe of the book.“ Why Sir john ſhould 
ſuppoſe that the gentleman alluded to would act in 
this manner, he has not thought fit to explain. Bur 
what hedid was not approved of by Johnſon; who, up- 
on being acquainted of it withoutdelay by a friend, ex- 
preſſed great indignation, and warmly inſiſted on the 
book being delivered up ; and, in the ſuppolition of 
bis afterwards miſſing it, without knowing by whom 
it had been taken, he ſaid, Sir, I ſhould have gone 
out of the world diſtruſting half mankind.” Sir John 
next day wrote a letter to Johnſon, aſſigning the rea- 

ſons for his conduct; upon which Johnſon obſerved 
to Mr. Langton, © Biſhop Sanderſon could not have 
dictated a better letter. I could almoſt ſay, Melius 
eft fic penituiſſ⁊ quam non erraſſe.” The agitation into 
which Johnſon was thrown by this incident, probably 
made him haſtily burn thole precious records which 
muſt ever be regretted. 
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During his laſt illneſs, Johnſon experienced 


the ſteady and kind attachment of his numerous 


friends. Mr. Hoole has drawn up a narrative 
of what paſſed in the viſits which he paid to 


him during that time, fiom the 1oth of No- 
vember to the 13th of December, the day of 
his death incluſive, and has favoured: me with 
2 peruſal of 1t. Nobody was more attentive to 
him than Mr. Langton, to whom he tenderly 


ſaid, Te teneam moriens deficiente manu. Aud [ 


think it highly to the honour of Mr. Windham, 
that his important occupations as an active 


ſtateſman did not prevent him from paying aſ- 


ſiduous reſpec to the dying Sage, whom he re- 
vered. Mr. Langton informs me, that © one 
day he found Mr. Burke and four or five more 
friends fitting with Johnſon. Mr. Burke ſaid 
to him, I am afraid, Sir, ſuch a number or us 
may be oppreſſive to you.'—* No, Sir, {aid 


Johnſon, ) it is not ſo; and I muſt be in a wretched: 


ſtate indeed when your company would not be 
a delight to me.“ Mr. Purke, in a tremulous 
voice, expreſſive of being very tenderly affected, 


replied, * My dear Sir, you have always been. 


too good to me.“ Immediately afterwards he 
went away. This was the: laſt circumſtance in 
the acquaintance of theſe two eminent men.“ 
It is to the mutual credit of Johnſon and di- 
vines of different communions, that although 
he was a ſteady Church-of. England man, there 
was nevertheleſs much agreeable intercourſe be- 
tween him and them, Let me particularly 
name the late Mr. La 'Trobe, and Mr. Hutton 
of the Moravian profeſſion. His intimacy with 
the Engliſh Benedictines at Paris has been men- 


tioned; and as an additional proof of the cha- 


rity in which he lived with good men of the 
Romiſh Church, I am happy in this opportunity 
| 0 
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of recording his fiiend{hip with the Reverend 


Thomas Hufley, D. D. His Catholick Majeſty's Zur ac 
Chaplain of Embaſiy at the Court of London, 2 6 


chat very reſpectable man, eminent not only for 


his powerful eloquence as a preacher, but for 


his varicus abilities and acquifitions.—Nay 
though Johnſon loved a Preſbyterian the leait, 
this did not prevent his having a long and unin- 
terrupred ſocial connection with the Rev. Dr. 
James Fordyce, who, ſince his death hath 


gratefully celebrated him in a warm ftrain of de- 


votional compoſition. 


Amidſt the melancholy clouds which hung 


over the dying Johnſon, his characteriſtical 
manner ſhewed itſelf on different occaſions. 

When Dr. Warren, in the uſual ſtyle, hoped 
that he was better; his anſwer was, No, 
Sir. You cannot conceive with what accelera- 
tion I advance towards death.” 

A man whom he had never ſeen before was 
employed one night to fit up with him. Beiag 
aſked next morning how he liked his attendant, 
his anſwer was, © Not at all, Sir. The fellow's 
an 1deot ; he is as aukward as a turn-ſpit when 
frſt put into the wheel, and as ſleepy as a dor- 
mouſe.“ 

Mr. Windham having placed a pillow con- 
veniently to ſupport him, he thanked him for 
his kindneſs, and ſaid, © That will do—all 
that a pillow can do.” | 

He repeated with great ſpirit a poem, con- 
ſifting of about fifteen ſtanzas in four lines, in 
alternate rhymes, which he faid he had com- 
poſed fome years before, on occaſion of a young 


gentleman's coming of age; ſaying he had never 


repeated it but once fince he compoſed it, 
and had given but one copy of it. From the 


ſpecimen 
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1784. ſpecimen of it which Mrs. Piozzi has given 


— 
Kar 75. withed that we could ſee the whole. 


in her © Anecdotes,” p. 196, it is much to be 


As he opened a note which his ſervant brought 
to him, he ſaid, © An odd thought ſtrikes me. 
We ſhall receive no letters in the grave.” 

He requeſted three things of Sir Joſhua Rey- 
nolds :—To forgive him thirty pounds which he 
had borrowed of him—to read the Bible —and 
never to uſe his pencil on Sunday. Sir Joſhua 
readily acquieſced. 

Indeed he ſhewed the greateſt anxiety for the 
religious improvement of his friends, to whom 
he diſcourſed of its infinite conſequence. He 
begged of Mr. Hoole to think of what he had 
ſaid, and to commit it to writing; and upon 
being afterwards aſſured that this was done, 
prefled his hands, and inan earneſt tone, thanked 
him. Dr. Brockleſby having attended him 
with the utmoſt aſſiduĩty and kindneſs as his phy- 
ſician and friend, he was peculiarly defircus 
that this gentleman ſhould not entertain any 
looſe ſoeculative notions, but be confirmed in 


the truths of Chriſtianity, and inſiſted on bis 
writing down in his preſence, as nearly as he 


could collect it, the import of what paſſed on 
the ſubject; and Dr. Brockleſby having com- 
plied with the requeſt, he made him ſign the 
paper, and urged him to keep it in his own cuſ- 
tody as long as he lived. 

Johnſon, with that native fortitude which 
amidſt all his bodily diſtreſs and mental ſuffer- 
ings never forſook him, aſked Dr. Brockleſby, 


as a man in whom he had confidence, to tell 


him plainly whether he could recover. © Give 
me (ſaid he) a direct anſwer.” The Doctor 
having firſt aſked him if he could bear the whole 

| truth, 


. 
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truth, which way ſoever it might lead, and be- 784 


ing anſwered that he could, declared in his opĩ- 
nion he could not recover without a miracle. 
Then (ſaid Johnſon) I will take no more phy- 
ſick, not even my opiates; for I have prayed 
that may render up my ſoul to Gop unclouded. 


In this reſolution he perſevered, and at the 


ſame time uſed only the weakeſt kind of ſuſte- 


nance. 


The Reverend Mr. Strahan, who was the 


ſon of his friend, and had been always one of 
bis great favourites, had, during Johnſon's Iaft 
illneſs, the ſatisfaction to ſoothe and comfort 
him. That gentleman's houſe at Iſlington, of 
which he is Vicar, afforded occaſionally and 
eaſily an agreeable change of place and freſh 
air; and he attended alſo upon Johnſon in town 
in the diſcharge of the ſacred offices of his pro- 
feſſion. 


Mr. Strahan has given me the agreeable aſ- 


ſurance, that after being in much agitation, 


Johnſon became quite compoſed, and continued 
fo until his death. | 


Dr. Brockleſby, who will not he ſuſpected 


of fanaticiſm, obliged me with the following 

accounts: | 
For ſome time before his death all his fears 
were calmed and abſorbed by the prevalence of 
his faith, and his truſt in the merits and propiti- 
ation of JxSUVS CHRIST. 
He talked often to me about the neceſſity 
of faith in the ſccrifice of Ixsus, as neceſſary 
beyond all good works whatever for the ſalva- 
tion of mankind. | : | | 
He preſſed me to ſtudy Dr. Clarke, and 
to read his ſermons. I aſked him why he 
preſſed 


— 
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1784. preſſed Dr. Clarke, an Arian *®. © Becauſe 


= 


1 
os 


& 


Fiat. 75. (aid he) he is fulleſt on the propitiatory ſa- 


Ccrifice.” | 
Johnſon having thus in bis mind the true 
Chriſtian ſcheme, at once rational and conſola- 
tory, uniting juſtice and mercy in the Divinity, 
with the improvement of human nature, while 
the ay 4 Sacrament was celebrating in his apart- 
ment, fervently utrered this prayer |: | 
«* Almighty and moſt merciful Father, I am 
now, as to human eyes it ſeems, about to com- 
memorate, for the laſt time, the death of thy 


Son Jzs8vs CRTST our Saviour and Redeemer. 


Grant, O Lozp, that my whole hope and con- 
fidence may be 1n his merits, and thy mercy ; 


enforce and accept my imperfect repentance ; 


make this commemoration available to the con- 


firmation of my faith, the eftabliſhment of my 


* The change of his ſentiments with regard to Dr. 
Clarke, is thus mentioned to me in a letter from the 
late Dr. Adams, Maſter of Pembroke College, Ox 
ford.—*© The Doctor's prejudices were the ſtrongeſt, 
and certainly in another ſenſe the weakeſt, that ever 
poſſeſſed a ſenſible man. You know his extreme 
zeal for orthodoxy. But did you ever hear what he 
told me himſelf ? That he made it a rule not to ad- 
mit Dr. Clarke's name in his Dictionary. This, 
however, wore off. At ſome diftance of time he ad- 
viſed with me what books he ſhould read in defence of 
the Chriſtian Religion. I recommended. ©Clarke's Evi- 
dence of Natural and Revealed Religion,” as the beft 
of the kind; and I find in what is called his © Prayers 


and Meditations,” that he was frequently employed in 


the latter part of his time in reading Clarke's Ser- 
mons. | | ] | 

+ The Reverend Mr. Strahan took care to have it 
preſerved, and has inſerted it in Prayers and Me- 
ditations.” | 


hope, 


> ac „ YwhkWwwa os ym ctwu) 
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hope, and the enlargement of my charity; and 
make the death ofthy Son Jzsus Chr 18Tettectual 
to my redemption. Have mercy upon me, and 
pardon the multitude of my offences. Bleſs my 
friends; have mercy upon all men. Support 
me, by thy Holy Spirit, in the days of weak- 
neſs, and at the hour of death; and receive me, 
at my death, to everlaſting happineſs, for the 
ſake of Jesvs CHRIST. Amen.” | 

From my brother Thomas David I have 
theſe particulars: OG 
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< The Doctor, from the time that he was 


certain his death was near, appeared to be per- 
fectly reſigned, was ſeldom or never fretful or 
out of temper, and often ſaid to his faithful ſer- 


vant, who gave me this account, © Attend, |: 


Francis, to the ſalvation of your ſoul, Wwhic :s 
the object of greateſt importance :* he alſo ex- 
plained to him paſſages in the ſcripture, and 
ſeemed to have pleaſure in talking of various 
ſubjects. 5 | Th 
„ On Monday the 13th of December, the 
day on which he died, a Miſs Morris, daughter 
to a particular friend of his, called, and ſaid to 


Francis, that ſhe begged to be permitted to ſee 


the Doctor, that ſhe might earneſtly requeſt him 
to give her his bleſſing. Francis went into the 
room, followed by the young lady, and deli- 


vered the meſſage. The Doctor turned himſelf 


in the bed, and faid, © Gop bleſs you, my dear!“ 
Theſe were the laſt words he ſpoke. —His diffi- 

culty of breathing increaſed till about ſeven 
o'clock in the evening, when Mr. Barber and 
Mrs. Deſmoulins, who were fitting in the room, 
obſerving that the noiſe he made in breathing 
| 3 went to the bed, and found he was 

dead. | 
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About two days after his death, the 'follow- 
ing very r account was communicated 
to Mr. Malone, in a letter by the Honourable 
John Byng, to whom I am much obliged 'for 


granting me permiff: on to introduce it in my 


work. 


<c DAR SIR, 

„ Sixncx I ſaw you, I have had. a long 
converſation with Cawſton' J. who ſat up with 
Dr. Johnſon from nine o'clock on Monday morn- 
ing. And from what I can gather from him, it 
ſhou!d ſeem, that Dr. Johnſon was perfectly 
compoſed, ſteady in hope, and reſigned to 
death. At the interval of each hour, they aſ- 


fiſted him to fit up in his bed, and move his 
legs, which were in much pain; when he re- 
gularly addrefſed bimſelf to fervent prayer; and 
though ſometimes his voice failed him, his 


ſenſes never did during that time. The only fuſ- 


tenance he received was cyder and water. He 


faid his mind was prepared, and the time to his 


diſſolution ſeemed long. At ſix in the morning 
he enquired the hour, and on being informed, 
faid that all went on regularly, and he'felt be 
had but a few hours to live. 


« At ten o'clock in the morning be; parted 


from Cawſton, ſaying, * You ſhould not detain 


ir. Windham's ſervant. —T thank you bear 
my remembrance to your maſter. Cawſton 
lays, that no man could appear more. coRleRed, 


more devout, or leſs terrified at the thoughts 
| of the approaching minute. 


ham. 


35 bis 


Servant to the Righ t Hompurble Wiltiam Wind: | 
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This account, which is ſo much more agree- 
able than, and ſomewhat different from yours, 


has given up the ſatisfaction of thinking that the 


great man died as he lived, full of reſignation, 
ſtrengthened in faith, and joyful in hope.” 
A few days before his death he aſked Sir John 


Hawkins, as one of his executors, where he 


ſhould be buried; and on being anſwered 
« Doabtleſs in Weſtminſter Abbey,” ſeemed to 


feel a ſatisfaction very natural to a poet, and in. 


deed, 1n my opimon, very natural to every man 


of any imagination, who has no family, ſepul- 


Accordingly, upon Monday, December. 20, his 


remains. were depoſited in the noble and re- 


nowned edifice; and over his grave was placed 
a large blue flag- ſtone, with this inſcription: 


* SaMuzL JokNsON, LL. D. 
* Obiit xIII die, Decembris, 
«& Anno Domini | 
MDG C. IX XXIV. 
« tatis ſug Lxxv.” 


His funeral was attended by a reſpectable 


number of his friends, particularly by many of 
the members of THE LIITERARY CTV B, who 
were then in town ; and was, alſo honoured. by 


the preſence. of ſeveral of the Reverend Chapter 


of Weſtminſter. . His ſchool- fellow, Dr. Fay- 


lor, performed the mournful office of reading 


the ſervice. 


"x malt IL ſhall not be accuſed of affectation 
when I declare, that I find myſelf unable to ex- 


preſs all that I felt upon the loſs. of ſuch a 


«* Guide, Philoſopher, ..and Friend.“ I. ſhall 


therefore not ſay one word of my own, but 
adopt thoſe. of an emineat friend, which he ut- 


00 2 tered, 


laid with his fathers. 
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him during his life *, ſo no writer in this nation 


muſt reckon the extraordinary zeal of the artiſts to 


by Cooke, from Sir Joſhua, for the Proprietors' edi 
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| tered with an abrupt excellence, ſuperiour to all 


ſtudied compoſition :—* He has made a chaſm, 
which not only nothing can fill up, but which 
nothing has a tendency to fill up.— Johnſon is 


dead. Let us go to the next beſt.— There is 


nobody. — No man can be ſaid to put you in 


mind of Johnſon.? Dy 


As Johnſon had abundant homage paid to 


Ever 


* Beſides the Dedications to him by Dr. Goldſmith, 
the Reverend Dr. Franklin, and the Rev. Mr. Wil- 
fon, which I have mentioned according to theirdartes, 


there was one by a lady, of a verſification of * Anin- 


gait and Ajut,“ and one by the ingenious Mr. Wal- 
ker, of his“ Rhetorical Grammar.” I have intro- 
duced into this work ſeveral compliments paid to him 
in the writings of his contemporaries ; but the number 
of them is ſo great, that we may fairly ſay that there 
was almoſt a general tribute. | 

Let me not be forgetful of the honour done to him 
by Colonel Myddleton, of Gwaynynog, near Den- 
bigh; who, on the banks of a rivulet in his Park, 
where . Johnſon delighted to ſtand and repeat verles, 
erected an urn with the following inſcription :' 


© This ſpot was often dignified by the preſence of 
5 SAMUEL JounsSON, LL. D. 
© Whoſe moral writings, exactly conformable to the 
precepts of Chriſtianity, _ 


£ 


& Give ardour to Virtue and confidence to Truth.” 


As no inconſiderable circumſtance of his fame, we 


extend and perpetuate his image. I can enumerate a 
buſt by Mr. Nollekens, and the many caſts which are 
made from it; ſeveral pictures by Sir Joſhua Rey 
nolds ; one by Mr. Zoffani ; and one by Mr. Opie; 
and the following engravings of his portrait: 1. One 


tion of his folio Ditionary.—2. One from 1 b 
ito 


— vo — 2 
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ever had ſuch an accumulation of literary ho- 


nours after his death. A ſermon upon that event 
was preached in St. Mary's church, Oxford, 


before the Univerſity, by the Reverend Mr.“ 


Agutter, of Magdalen College. The Lives, 


the Memoirs, the Eſſays, both in proſe and 
verſe, which have been publiſhed concerning 


him, would make many volumes. The nume- 


rous attacks too upon him, I conſider as making 


ditto, for their quarto edition.—z. One from Opie, 
by Heath, for Harriſon's edition of his Dictionary. 
—4. One from Nolleken's buſt of him, by Bartoloz- 
zi, for Fielding's quarto edition of his Dictionary. 
—5. One ſmall from Harding, by Trotter, for his 
cc Beauties.”,—6. One ſmall from Sir Joſhua, by 
Trotter, for his “ Lives of the Poets.” - 5. One 


ſmall one from Sir Joſhua, by Hall, for “ The Ram 


bler.”—$S One ſmall from an original drawing in the 
poſſeſſion of Mr. John Simeo, etched by Trotter, for 
another edition of his Lives of the Ports.“ -g. 
One ſmall, no painter's name, etched by Taylor, for 
his Johnſoniana.— 10. One folio whole length, with 
his oak ſtick, as deſcribed in Boſwell's “ Tour,” 
drawn and etched hy Trotter.— 1. One large mez- 
zotinto from Sir Joſhua, by Douglity.— 12. One large 


Roman head from Sir Joſhua, by Marchi.—1;. One 


ota1o, holding a book to his eye, from Sir Joſhua, by 
Hall, for his works.—14. One ſmall from a drawin 

from the life, and engraved by Trotter, for his Life 
publiſhed by Kearſley.— 15. One large from Optic, 
by Mr. Townley, an ingenious engraver now at Berlin. 
This is one of the fineſt mezzotinto's that ever was 
executed; and what renders it of extraordinary value, 
the plate was deſtroyed aſter four or five impreffions 
only were taken off. One of them is in the poſſeſſion 
of Sir William Scott.—16. One large from Sir Jo- 
ſhua's firſt pi ure of him, by Heath, ior his work. — 


17. And one for Lavater's Eflay on Phyſiognomy, in. 


which Johnſon's countenance 1s analyſed upon the 
prirciples of that fanciful writer. | 
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part of bis conſequence, upon. the principle 
which he himſelf fo well knew and aſſerted. 
Many who. trembled at his preſence were for- 
ward in affault when they no longer apprehend. 
ed danger. When one of his little pragmatical 
fees was inviduouſly ſnarling at his fame; the 
Reverend Dr. Parr exclaimed, with his Uſual 
bold animation, © Aye, now that the. old lion 
is dead, every als thinks he may kick at kim,” 

A monument for him in Weſtminſter. Abbey 
was reſolved upon ſoon after his death, and has 
been ſupported by a moſt reſpectable. contribu- 
tion; but the Dean and Chapter of St. Paul's 
having come to a reſolution of admitting monu- 
ments there, upon a liberal and magnificent 
plan, that cathedral was afterwards fixed on as 
the place, and in the cathedral of his native ci- 
ty cf Lichfield a ſmaller one is to be erected, 
To compoſe his epitaph has excited the warmeſt 
competition of geuius. If /audari.s laudato vir 
be praiſe which is highly eſtimable, 1 ſhould 
not forgive myfelf were I to omit the following 
ſepultchral verſes on the authour of THE Exc- 
LIsH DICTIONARY, Written by the * 
Honourable Henry Flood: 


© No need of Latin or of Greek to grace 


« Our Jonneon's mem'ry, and inſeribe bis 
Ka grave; 


His native language claims this mournful 


ſpace, 
e To pay the Immortality he gave.” 


The charadter of SAMUEL Jounson has, I 
truſt, been ſo developed in the courſe of this 
work, that they who have honoured it with a 
peruſal, may be conſidered as well — 
| "wt 
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with” him. As, however, it may be expected 
that I ſhould collect into one view the capital 
and diſtinguiſhing features of this extraordina ry 
man, I ſhall endeavour to acquit myſelf of chat 
part of my biographical undertaking *, however 
difficult it may be to do that which many of my 
readers will do better for themſelves. 

His figure was large and well formed, and 
his countenance of the caſt of au ancient ſtatue; 5 
yet his appearance. was rendered ſtrange aud 
ſomewhat. uncouth, by convulſive cramps, by 
the ſcars of that diſtemper which it was once 
imagined the royal touch could cure, and by a. 
flovenly mode. of dreſs. 'He had the uſe only 
of one eye ; yet ſo much does mind govern 
and even ſupply the defleiency of organs, that 
his viſual perceptions, as far as they extended, 
were uncommonly quick and accurate, So 
morbid, was his temperament, that he never 
knew the natural joy of a free and vigorous uſe 
of his limbs; 5 when he walked, it was like the 
ſtruggling gait of one in fetters; when he rode, 


he had no command or direction of his horſe, 


but was carried as if in a balloon. That with 
his habits of life he ſhould live ſeventy-five 
years, is a proof that an inherent w7vida 1s is a 
powerful preſervative of the human frame. 
Man is in general made up of contradictor- 
qualities, and theſe will ever ſhew themſelves 
in ſtrange ſucceſſion, where a conſiſtency: in ap- 


* AS! certainly do not ſee any reaſon to give a dif- 
ferent character of my illuſtrious friend now, from 
what I formerly gave, the greateſt part of the Tketch 
of him in my. * Journal of a Tour to the Hebridos, p 
is here adopted. 5 27 


pearance 
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pearance at leaſt, if not in reality, has not been 
attained by long habits of philoſophical diſci- 
pline. In proportion to the native vigour of the 
mind, the contradictory qualities will be the 
more prominent, and more difficult to be ad- 


juſted; and therefore we are not to wonder, 


that ' Johnſon exhibited an eminent example of 
this remark which J have made upon human 
nature. At different times he ſeemed a diffe- 
rent man, in ſome reſpects; not, however, 
in any great or eſſential article, upon which he 


had fully employed his mind and ſettled certain 


principles of duty, but only in his manners, 
and in diſplays of argument and fancy in his 
talk. He was prone to ſuperſtition, but not to 


_ credulity. Though his imagination might in- 


clire him to a belief of the marvellous and the 
myſter1ous, his vigorous reaſon examined the 
evidence with jealouſy. He was a fincere and 
zealous Chriſlian, of high Church- of- England 
arid monarchical principles, which he would 
not ſuffer tamely to be queſtioned ; and had 
perhaps, at an early period, narrowed his, 
mind ſomewhat tco much, both as to religion 
and politicks. His being impreſſed with the 
danger of extreme latitude in either, though he 
was of a very independent ſpirit, occaſioned 
his appearing ſomewhat unfavcurable to the 


prevalence of that noble freedom of ſentiment 


which is the beſt poſſeſſion of man. Nor can 
it be denied, that he had many prejudices; 


which, bowever, frequently ſuggeſted many of 


pointed ſayings, that rather ſhew a playfulneſs 
of fancy than any ſettled malignity. He was 
ſteady and inflexible in maintaining the obliga- 
tions of religion and morality, both rom a re- 
gard for tbe order of ſociety, and from a venę: 
| | ration 
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ration for the Great Source of all order; core 


rect, nay ſtern in his taſte ; hard to pleaſe, and 
eaſily offended ; impetuous and irritable in his 


temper, but of a moſt humane and benevolent 
heart *, which ſhewed itſelf not only in a moſt. 


liberal charity, as far as his circumſtances would 
allow, but in a thouſand inſtances of active be- 
nevolence. He was afflicted with a bodily diſ- 
eaſe which made him reſtleſs and fretful, and 


with a conſtitutional melancholy, the clouds of- 


which darkened the brightneſs of his fancy, and 
gave a gloomy caſt to his whole courſe of think- 
ing : we therefore ought not to wonder at his 
fallies of impatience and paſſion at any time, 
eſpecially when provoked by obtruſive igno- 


rance or preſuming petulance; and allowance. 


muſt be made for his uttering haſty and ſatirical 
ſallies, even againſt his beſt friends. And 
ſurely, when it is conſidered that © amidſt fick- 
neſs and ſorrow” he exerted his faculties in ſo 
many works for the benefit of mankind, and 
particularly that he achieved the great and ad- 
mirable Dictionary of our language, we muſt be 
aſtoniſhed at his. reſolution. The ſolemn text 
of © him to whom much 1s given, much will 
be required,” ſeems to have been ever preſent 
to his mind in a rigorous ſenſe, and to have 


In the Olla Podrida, a collection of Eſſays pub- 
liſhed at Oxford, there is an excellent paper upon 
the character of Johnſon, ſaid to be written by the 
Reverend Dr. Horne, now Biſhop of Norwich. The 
following paſſage is eminently happy: Io reject 
wiſdom, becauſe the perſon of him who communi- 
cates it is uncouth, and his manners are inelegant ; 
——what is it, but to throw away a pine-apple, and 
aſſign for a reaſon the roughneſs of its coat? 


— 


made 
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made him diſſatisfied with his labours and: acta 
of goodneſs, however comparatively great; 
ſo that the una voidable conſciouſneſs of his ſu- 
periority was in that reſpect a cauſe of diſ- 
uiet. He ſuffered ſo. much from: this, and 
rom the gloom which perpetually. haunted 
him, and made ſolitude frightful, that it may 
be ſaid of him, If in this life only he had 
hope, he was of all men the moſt miſerable.” 
He loved praiſe when it was brought to him; 
but was too proud to ſeek for it. He was ſome- 
what ſuſceptible of flattery. As he was gene- 
ral and unconfined in his ſtudies, he cannot be 
confidered as maſter of any one particular ſei- 
ence ; but he had accumulated: a vaſt and va- 
rious collection of learning and knowledge, 
which was ſo arranged in his mind, as to be 
ever in readineſs to be brought forth. But his 
ſuperiority over other learned men conſiſted 
chiefly in what may be called the art of think- 
ing, the art of uſing his mind; a certain con- 
tinual power of ſeizing the uſeful ſubſtance of 
all that he knew, and exhibiting it in a clear 
and forcible manner; ſo that knowledge which 
we often ſee to be no better than lumber in men 
of dull underſtanding, was in him true, evi- 
dent, and actual wiſdom. His moral precepts 
are practical; for they are drawn from an inti- 
mate acquaintance with human nature. His 
maxims carry conviction; for they are founded 
on the baſis of common ſenſe. His mind was 
ſo full of imagery, that he might have been 
per petually a poet; yet it is remarkable, that 
however rich his proſe is in that reſpect, the 
poetical pieces which he wrote were in general 
yot ſo, but rather ſtrong ſentiment and acute 
_ obſervation, conveyed in good verſe, particu- 
hrly in heroick couplets. Though uſually 


. grave 
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grave and even awful in his deportment, he poſ- 
ſeſſed uncommon and peeuliar powers of wit 
and humour; he frequently indulged himſelf in 
colloquial-pleaſantry ; and the heartieſt merri- 
ment was often enjoyed in his company; with 


this great advantage, that as it was entirely free 


from any poiſonous tincture of vice or impiety, 
it was Horny to' thoſe who ſhared in it. He 
had accuſtomed himſelf. to ſuch accuracy in his- 
common converſation *, that he at all times de- 

| | _hveres. 


* Though a perfect reſemblance of Johnſow is not 
to be found in any age, parts of his character are ad- 


mirably exprefled by Clarendon, in drawing that of 


Lord Falkland, whom the noble and maſterly hiſtorian 
deſcribes at his feat near Oxford: — Such an immenſe- 
neſs of wit, ſuch a ſolidity of judgement, ſo infinite a 
fancy, bound in by a moſt logical ratiocination.— 
His acquaintance was cuktivated by the moſt polite 


and accurate men, ſo that his houſe was a Univerſity 


in leſs volume, whither they came not ſo much for re- 
Poſe as ſtudy, and to examine and refine thoſe groſſer 
propoſitions, which lazineſs and conſent made cur- 
rent in converſation. 


Bayle's account of Menage may alſo be quoted as 


exceedingly applicable to the great ſubje& of this 
work.—<* His illuſtrious friends ere&ed a very glo- 
rious monument to him in the collection entitled. 
Menagiana. Thoſe, who judge of things aright, will 
confeſs that this collection is very proper to ſhew the 
extent of genius and learning which was the character 
of Menage. And I may be bold to ſay, that the ex- 
cellent works hz publiſhed will. not aifiinguiſh him from 
other learned men ſo advantageouſly as ihis. To publiſh 
books of great learning, to make Greek and Latin 
verſes exceedingly well turned, 1s not a common ta- 
lent, I own ; neither is it extremely rare. It is in- 
comparably more difficult to find men who can furniſh 
diſcourſe about an infinite number of things, and who 
can diverſify them an hundred ways. How many au- 
thors are there, who are admired for their works, on 
| account 
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Hvered himſelf with a force, and elegant choice 
of expreſhon, the effect of which was aided by 
his having a loud voice, and a flow and delibe- 
rate utterance. He united a moſt logical head 
with a moſt fertile imagination, which gave him 
an extraordinary advantage in arguing ; for he 
could reaſon cloſe or wide, as he ſaw beſt for the 
moment. Exulting in his intellectual ſtrength 
and dexterity, he could, when he pleaſed, be 
the greateſt ſophiſt that ever contended in the 
liſts of declamation; and from a ſpirit of contra- 


diction, and a delight in ſhewing his powers, 


he would often maintain the wrong ſide with 
equal warmth and ingenuity: ſo that, when 
there was an audience, his real opinions could 
ſeldom be gathered from his talk; though when 


account of the vaſt learning that is difplayed in them, 


who are not able to ſuſtain a converfation. Thoſe, 


who know Menage only by his books, might think 
ke reſembled thoſe learned men: bat if you ſhew the 
Menac1ana, you diſtinguiſh him from them, and 
make him known by a talent which 1s given to very 


few learned men. There it appears that he was a 


man who ſpoke off hand a thouſand good things. His 
memory extended to what was ancient and modern; 
to the cpurt and to the city, ; to the dead and to the 
hving Ianguages ; to things ſerious and things jocoſe ; 
in a word, to a thonſand ſorts of ſubjeas. That 
which appeared a trifle to ſome readers of the Mena- 
giana, who did not conſider circumſtances,” cauſed ad- 
miration in other readers, who minded the difference 
between what a man ſpeaks without preparation, and 
that which he prepares tor the preſs. And therefore 
we cannot ſufficiently commend the care which his 
illuſtrious friends took to erect to him a monument fo 
capable of giving immortal glory. They were not 
obliged to rectify what they had heard him ſay; for in 
fo doing they had not been faithful hiſtorians of his 
converlati on.” | ; | | 
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he was in company with a fingle friend, he 
would diſcuſs a ſubject with genuine fairneſs. 
But he was too conſcientious to make errour per- 
manent and pernicious, by deliberately writing 
it; and in all his numerous works he earneſtly 
inculcated what appeared to him to be the 
truth. His piety was conſtant, and was the ru- 
ling principle of all his conduct; and the more 
we conſider his character, we ſhall be the more 


diſpoſed to regard him with reverence and ad- 
miration. 


THE END. 


£7 


